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Preface 


During the past few years, the in emergence of Islam In Muslim politics ha-, 
attracted a gteai deal of at malloa in tlic media, the press, conferences, and inn u 
:ntmhlif publications. Oui pui ptisc is t* provide in a single volume, thrush 
biographical studies and Muslim statements,, perspectives on die “Islamic resur¬ 
gence”: is formative influences, The religio-potiiical world views of its ideo¬ 
logues and tlic perceptions of contemporary Muslim actors. 

The reader will find common rhemes but a diversity of interpretations. While 
there is a unity an Islamic belief, rhem ij. also a variety of understandings both 
as to its implications and its implementation, ""J he studies of Muslim ideologues 
in section II Find, thr statements of con tempo™ ry Muslim aervrirs in section III 
heat witness to rite divergence (lkhiifaf) of though l and action which hue existed 
and continues to exist in the Muslim world. 

A major emphasis in this volume is on sLULe and Society, lIll political and 
social goals of Islamic activists. Their approach is reflected in the biographical 
studies of men like Ayatullah Khomeini, Muaraioiar Qaddafi, fiayyid Qutb. It is 
especially evident in the selections of contemporary activists like Al Sadiq al- 
M ahds, Khurshid Ahmad, and others who address questions regarding rhe polir- 
ical, social, and economic goals of Islamic societies. I he concern here is less 
with individual personalities than with Islamic issues. 

Where pcxixihir, Translation has hren standardised- For proper nntness, che 
mure cummin ^sellings have been uti lines]. Similarly, because this vnhrne i* 
meant- fur non -specialists a* well as specialists., diacritical marks have been ontEi 
ted co simplify reading. 

There arc many colleagues and friends who have contributed to this volume 
in an informal rather chan a formal manner. Home did so through their partic¬ 
ipation in a conference “Islamic Resurgence: Prospects and Implications,"' spon¬ 
sored by the College of the Holy Cross, in October l^MiO through a U-h-I-A. 
gtant Others have hern helpful iri their advice and encouragement. Among 
those acknowledged are: Hamid Enayat, James P. PLseaiori. Anwar Ibrahim. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Islam and Muslim Politics 


lilt; Muslin: wc.>rld L:ttend_ L . from Ninth Africa to fKJUthL.ist Am:i. Eil addition ty 
iriforty three Muslim (majority) countries, Muslim* constitute .s siiiiinie.mi 
minority in another twenty countries. The mote chan 800 million Muslims 
comprise almost a fifth of die world's po'pulacfdri. The- size and ^ ctrjphi l 
fifpsriif of clit Muslim weir'I d a ad i cs cfTitr'gfnCT'Tw. a world econom ic power 
whose political scab I icy is of increasing Importance co the Western world have 
made an understanding of events in the Muslim world a critical concern, 

The purpose of This volume ;,s to provide some insight into a phenomenon 
chat has swept The Muslim world, It has hren described tjt various titles: Islamic 
Resurgence, Islamic Revival, Milirant Islam, Rise nf Islamic Fundamentalism. 

I his volume will explore The i onjyn£jj|t^3n£meT»^ms[Te(m( 1 ^^ 
of the Is a me resurgence ehrii'.i^h horh .mi.ilyrir.il studies (tin rhe- h wriiry and 
mjpr influences of The 1 reKur^encuJ .iv well aS Ini statements of Muslim iduilnr.r 
.llIivisLs tEij'.jij'.fil in the pulitiL'iil, sOLial, ;uul iMIchiOiiliC :L-.p>_■ l a■. of thi: Islam iu 
iLiur^cri'-i today. 


THE ISLAMIC! WORLD VIEW: RELIGION AND THE STATE 


In order to understand the souices and inspiration of the contemporary resur¬ 
gence,, so me appreci a tion of the relationship of rel ic ion to politics and society 
in. [si a n iJjlc s sen t jjJ Jjju, we s hall see, both in .Vl usl'infi ^clLCf and Erf k;nsum lus- 
tory, Jdc mJJ te. uc cupi rd oniniiDomTitjrlace ifa jhe 

tjji- t:omh.i - nf Miislinj yta^itics Jtom Its seveneb-cf utuey be^innjnp to the iwen.- 
tj^t^L^yar Ij^jjyi^jLiirryni rein]^Eiw^Ti?_j^y^^ ^^us[iTn pijhtijJ Gh^Sl* 
il^nJjM-Vj]] ritat unexpeLilo ^^mTTu!dun!^^'iah KilkI; is the ""ntTalTuet i if real¬ 
ity; lie osTn^laiTn: LiviJ a hi:, revealed himself to all the Prophets (Ad:un, Muses. 
Jesus? and finally, and most completely, to the Prophet Muhammad. This reve¬ 
lation co Muhammad, the last of the Prophets, is contained in the Quran, the 
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actual, LiiL;r.:l living, wujd uf God. A Muslim duly i.v nbediencc and submission 
iislatn} m the will of God.. However, the submission iucuunbent upon the Mus¬ 
lim is shoe chac of mete passivity or acceptance of a set of dogmas or nnuk, 
rather it it submission co the divine command, to strive (jihad) to in.iively realize 
God's will in rfpace-iinir, in history, Thins, the- Quran declares choc man is God's 
vicegerent or representative {khilxfah} on earth IS, 5:55; 6:1 !; God has given 

creation to man as it divine trust (juiwnah) {§, .l.l:'72.; t ] :71')—7.^1; snd iT is OJI the 
hasi.i ol how man carries uui hit viccgereney -that he is tn he cither rewarded or 
punished tS. 17:14-14). 

Tlit Muslim's obligation to tsea.1 ijhc Grid's will in history is ccnrununal .ss well 
at individual (5. .?:J04, J10). In the Islamic community (ummah), religious sol- 
ido.fi ty te&laced [filial ties; di-c tttittNah serves at the dynamic vehicle for reaJi 
zation of rise divine mandate in society, as an example ro oilier people ol the 
world iS>. 2il45), Thus, Islam, like Christianity, is a world religion with a uni¬ 
versal mission. However, it is distinguished from Christianity by the unity and 
totality of rhe Islamic view of reality, As God is one (taiehid), so all of his cre¬ 
ation has an underlying unity and is subject to Ills rule. God is sovereign ruler, 
and^ mati, as His vicegerent, must implement His mile on earth, Therefore, reli- 
•f^io-n is not separate but rather integral to every aspect of life: prayer, fasting, 
pt>htlC$, law, and society. This belief i.j reflected not Only in ihe doctrine ill 
\ Ittivhid hut ulsu, quite concretely, in the development of tht Islamic hsjLl and 
\ l:;lam:L law (the shatiah). 

The [slain ic stme is a community of believers. Allah is the ol ti mate sovereign 
of the state and, indeed, ot all creation. Political and religious leadership was 
vested in Muhammad. God's messenger on eairli, who served as borli Prophet 
and political leader of the Islamic community/state. Upon Muhammad's death, 
his political successors (caliph, ’’successor," or imam, H lcadetwere to ensure 
rhe faithful following rif GodV will .^s embodied in Islamic law. 1 .aw wag roote d 
'lirmr tht Quran and Stinnn (example or inodelliehaviot of the 

Prophet Muhammad). It pmvidvd i he blueprint for Muslim society—aconspre- 
,-u' 1 : i.- j _iv 11 i^]ii, l ,21 u t s laws that regulate dT W t d fl fll l l II IV ismnjE as 
well as family, criminal, com mere lal^anU’ international law. Religious scholars 
lu lw n a, .tbejeamed' 1 !' served as die guardians of The tradition and, therefore, 
t h u y . nur i t a ri l in They ran the sdujo-ls and 

univemirie.v (tmz-Jra:;j. r ,j; developed, applied, and interpreted the laws anJ admin¬ 
istered the social welfare system (traditional system of social serviced 

This belief in the divinely ordained tiarure and mission of rhe Muslim com¬ 
munity was validated and reinforced by rhcii success and power throughout 
Islamic history. Within one hundred years of tli k Prophet Muhammad's death, 

I he MTigin.il hliinic ainimunity. th mugh cxp-srixi 1111 uuJ CuiLqLICSt, TOCaniC an 

empire more extensive than any the world had known. In tiiti-r the Islamic 
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world extended from Arabia, wwst Mi Norln Africa arid Spain, and east po Indo¬ 
nesia. In -liMi!i:in In JtMilapu^ political, iuijijl, jilJ Icyjui 11 -isLiL l 1 1 1 ■::■ ns.. Lslam 
gave birth [li u. great Civilization, Muslims! OiJjLCjlIsui-l:J to phihisuphy. ina th«- 
maticx, gcoiiLHty, optics, [lit physical sciences, and rise arcs. While Western 
ChrLac tides in passed, through jo Dark Ages, Islamic civilization flourished; the 
Muslim world was the locus for major centers of learning and culture. 

The fall of Baghdad to the Mongols in (a traumatic period in Islamic 
history) marked the -end of the Islamic Caliphate- Vet, within several centuries, 
three Muslim empires (the Ottoman its the Middle F-sst, the Safavid m Persia, 
and the Mogul in the Indian subcontinent! again. ruse up trj extend rhe contin¬ 
uum of Muslim rule and Culture, f hniughpiit the paiiud Irom 1258 to the eig.1i.- 
Teenfli century, MiL’.liTnS continued tn live under Muslim rulers in Stales gov- 
fimsd hy Islamic law. Although often characterized as medieval, despite a 
certain debtee id stagnancy culture did continue to develop and, at times, to 
flourish. 1 Therefore, Muslims were able ro look back upon their history as Oiic 
iii which, despite internal and external battles and disruptions, a general con¬ 
tinuity of Muslim rule and life had been maintained Indeed, throughout tltcir 
history, Islamic law had remained the ideal blueprint for Muslim society. The 
bas ic criterion for t he ItEiri macy of Muslim go vernments was the ruler’s Tom 5 
miement to sDjrfnfr/ rule. 'IJui^j^^^Musil^^jriLlilfJlL^J^^jai^state^ 
governed by IsUrpu - kw\Qi.;rsumjt ? divinely maridatedjiiiaiory Success and 
[sower were signs of both divine guidance and the community '' fidelity. For 
Muslims, history was indeed inheTcn tly meaningful- J h« traditional Islamic 
world via w pros ided a holistic approach toward life,aLiftr_ln_wb^£hndjKiyj]W£S 
inti malady aiid_oi^ameaMy_rEla[£d to polities. Law, arid sol ieLy. 


KLLlGlON ANL> J'OLJ! ICS IN MODERN ISLAMIC HJi'J t>HY 

A major crisis in Islamic history and in Muslim identity was precipitated by the 
advent of colonialism. During the nineteenth century the Islamic world suc- 
Liimhrd to 'Western Christendom—militarily, economically, and finally, politi¬ 
cally. A' a result, the very meaning of Muslim history was challenged. What 
lii.d guru wrong iel Mum?' Why li ad Muslim fortune' heeri SO dramatically 
reversed? The disintegration of the traditional Islamic political order and the 
struggle against European colonialist intervention and rule provided lsocli an 
idrntiry crisis and a political purpose for Muslims in die twentieth century. 
Under Western influence and colonial rule, modernirarion had begun. Cener- 
aIly ynking, Muslim cinintriw followed a parh of Westernization and secii- 
la gfriUi ii^ i'Li_t^jj^fl^^m^r^^lMtithd_!ygstf^^C'. IrTi n |."i :1 i- i<--- , tTv^^nelffelu- 
catimvTn many areas nl ihe Muslim wniLj^Lear trernh toward a separation id 
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religion from the state cnuld he identified - Th? taliph and sultans- av-cic gone; 
much of Islamic Law was replaced by Western legal codes; and modern secular, 
pniihLjl, economic, and educational systems- were established under colonial 

tutelage. 

LJurmg tliu twentieth century, re I 1^.1011 rt'enst rgpd m thu politics of the Mb - 
l^im world,, inspiring .mri-oolonial, nationalist movements and their struggle for 
/independence, The ground had been prepared by the are nineteenth-century 
Muslim reformer Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, the father of iimuLtii Muslim 
-i.-ji ioniilitin. Traveling Jrorh India to Egypt, lie Called upon MiiNliin.ii to 'Ksi.se 
■ mperisilr\m. s«rl( pnlihL'jj. liberation :md unCKTtakc an intellectual reawakening 
rooted in a reTtun to Islam, Independence and Islamic reform were tite necessary 
conditions to tesrore Islam's lost power and glory. Under Afghani's disciples, 
the Egyptian Muhammad Ahduh {1849-1 ■90.5 j and the Syrian Rashid Rida 
{]SS5—thi- Sulahyyah movement thmugh its refurmist journal ai Manar 
sought ro restate classical Joannes in order ro bring about Islamic political, 
legal, and intellectual reform. 1 Its impact was felt throughout the Muslim world 
and informed independence movements and Muslim nationalism from North 
Africa to Southeast Asia. 

In North Africa, fared with the ethnic division of Arab and Ar*ber, Isla-n 
became the basis for anil-colonial solidarity. Islamic slogans, symbols, and reli¬ 
gious leaders played important roles in the nationalist movements of Tunisia's 
A In I al A*i* ul Thaalihi anil Morocco':. Allal al Fasi established political parties 
.tilth as the Heston- ^Constitution) and the 3st qi.il (Independence) parties which 
placed the nationalist struggles wirfi France within an Islamic contest. Similar 
attempts occurred In Algeria under the leadership of tlie Algerian Peopled party 
{Parti du People Algerian) and the Association of Algerian Ulaina/ 

In the Indian subcontinent, what find originally been a Comrni'ill Hindu, .Mus¬ 
lin; mdcprnihnci! movement sparked by anti-Hritish sent i mint. redirected :ls 
fiK;us 3-c Muslims increasingly worried about their own communal statue in an 
independent state dominated by a large Hindu, majority. This communal con¬ 
cern eventually led to the call tor a separate Muslim homeland. In 1930, 
Muhammad Iqbal (187.5 19.WI..I, the yrcat Islamic reformer and poet a) South 
Asia, had called fora Muslim homeland. 1 Muhammad Ali Jinnah (l 876-194R!. 
the '‘Pounder of Pakistan" and his Muslim League Parry. Increasingly rufaig- 
niied the value of Islam in mass mobilisation and from 1940 championed the 
cause of Muslim nationalism. Appeal. 1 ; tu Islam and the demand for a separate 
Musiirr. state proved in be effective rallying cries m a mass movement which, 
by 1947, led to the partitioning of 13-rirish India and the birth of Pakiitjti as a 
separate Muslim nation—in the words of its first constitution: ''The Islamic 
Republic of,Pakistan:, 
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In the Arab Fast countries such as Syria, Lebanon, and Fxyp:. 1 *lam ’k nyl«* 
was; monp _,:mU il Shill 1 ;l Sigmluamt, well rd.icalrd, aciJ articulate Christian 
minority had be«n 9 major ftirLw in The FijimatiLMi and development of an Arab 
nation alism that cimphasiwd Arab ethnic/linguistk bonds, De-spite this, Is Ians 
played an Important role in the formulation of nationalist ideology, The legacy 
■::■ f Afghani and Ahduh s Sola hy ya movement would develop in. many directiony. 
However, during tin-, period, whether m tht w'tiLings Of Kavhiri Rida, Shale h 
Arsl-an:, l.titfi or Ahd al-Rah man al-Ehji^ai., Islam npmajncd an impor¬ 

tant factor in defining isarionsl identity and ideology , 5 femphasis was nor placed 
on Islamic unity ot pan-Islam. Rather, religion was seen as a foundational 
source for Arab nationalism, given the centra] place of Islam in Arab history 
and, conversely, xiven the Arab character of hlj:n: its Central Arabian origins, 
its language (the Quran), its Prophet Muhammad, raniy leadership and vkrories, 
Finally, in Indonesia, which lacked 0 single language, history, and ethnic 
background, Islam hod provided the basis and leadership for Indonesia's fiisa 
inass nationalist moveniKut Uhrough Lhe leadership of the 5 arjkat [slam -sarly.l. 
I Hiring the post World Vtar 11 period, Muslim nr^.iniv.,nnons joined with other 
nationalist forces in achieving independence from Dutch role in ll-JdiJ,*' 

During the post-independence period, Islam again receded from the political 
arena as newlyest jhLLVhed Muslim States si ill&ht to modernise and In develop 
av separate nations. In general,. they irontinned to look to Western nuxlels in 
theiT development efforts. 1-ndeT the leadership of secular elites, Western polit¬ 
ical theories and institutions were carried over as part of the colonial legacy and 
thus, as 1 lie models to be emulated: nationalism, popular sovereignty, patlia 
inentilry government, lrical endec, arid ediLLUtiimal Systems. Twt» pi lists should 
he noted about this process- First, Wester* models of development had been 
abruptly transplanted, They were adopted, net adapted, to thcii new environ¬ 
ments. Institutions and codes that were the product of the West’s historical/ 
cultural experience, spanning several centuries of development, were often 
uncritically anti suddenly applied to people with a different hlstorku .1 tradition, 
experience, and values, Second, with the exception of Turkey which opted for 
a compIcTcly secular start and liaudi Arabia which advocated a more tradition¬ 
ally inspired Wahhabi Islamic state, titOst Muslim ctjuiririt'v reveal a mine com 
plrx : eclottic pnotess, Dgsnira rhe Indus io n of a fe w Islamic pro vi sions teq uir- 
11?, that; rftf era re neliruo n be Islam, the head of stare be a Muslma^ nd the 
JKWiflfLfacj-iCllll££_ul !L ci w. tJit constitutions arid laws of Muslim Countries WiK 
IjU^ j cIv hiLVLiJ upon W^esrarn 

furliriraI elites and part ies were secularly oriented . Religion was restricte d to t he 
jrcral personal beliet and moi-alirv. Feu many , tins plT h'fll jJJUIarization w as 
jnhetent in the process of political development. 
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I Iqwever, na rh^ Utv l95fk and fiOs, k9;irn ran -,'■ d carl V idcilt ificd 3S -.1 
factor in M uslim pi>l ii ies as Ni?fth AI r;t.j:i states ^ainod their independence and 
radical g.iiVerunieULs Lamr in power in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq, [n North Africa, 
it was only logical. in light of the foie that [slam had pl.iyuJ in unnon.d inde¬ 
pendence movements, dial the leadership in Moruceu and AI ii.tr: a should tin- 
Lj! iuii' to appeal 10 Islam. In Morocco, rhe sultanate of Muhammad V h:n] 
become a nationalist symbol dicing the independence movement. He continued 
to Lise Eslaiti to buttress the monarchy- '1 ht»s, the monarchy became both the key 
political and religious institution of die state-' 

In l%5, three years afteT independence, Hquun Boumeditnne gained power 
in Algeria in a c vnp d'Amt. Educated in Cairu atal-A;har University, center of 
Islamic learning, Bournedienne placed greater emphasis cm Islam and Arabiza¬ 
tion , Algeria's National Charter ol 197(5 articulated rhi.i comnrtmenr, linking 
Ixl.rn tn its snLial revolution.. 

rn Syria, 1 raq, and F.gypE, old regimes WCrfi overthrown and replaced by more 
1 radical groups (socialist in orientation) and committed to Arab unity. The old 
liberal nationalism gave way to Arab nationalism/socialisin—Nssscrism in 
F.gypL <1952X and the liaarb party in Syria (1953) and Iraq (J96.J. These 
radical governments distinguished themselves from their predecessors by root¬ 
ing their ideology in an Arab/Islamic heritage. They insisted that unlike pre¬ 
vious regimes, rJicits was not a borrowed or foreign ideology, Neither Western 
capitalism nor communism, their Arab socialism was true to the it own glorious 
hj*rory and values and was able to address the major failure: rd government— 
the lack of radical socioeconomic reform. Both tiumal Abdul Nasser and leader.* 
(of I In: B.uuh party recngniied that rbe appeal to religion was tin impOrrauL fac- 
f (O t in winning m;ns suppiur foi their rule and policies. I.I;'i j r i . Or more specifi¬ 
cally, Islamic slogans, vocabulary, and symbols ec-cmctgcd as a source of and a 
i 1 force in this unde (taking. The earlier tendency to modernize through sccnlan- 
I zation was some what altered. Religion was no longer relegated to private life 
alone, as Muslim governments employed Islamic symbols, values, and insrinr- 
tions to legitimate and justify reforms. However, this was nofa n-iuin to elas 
si-rjl ideology for an Islamic polity- Islam was not the central principle, hut 
rather it emerged as component in the state $ tuticmal ideology, j 1 here was 
a grow mg leiLiJenLy ro .as,«rt natiniilil independence by shunning the posture nf 
wholesale reliance on the West and to appeal more to cultural pride and iden¬ 
tity, Acknowledgment of indebtedness to the West for governmental .wruCLnrcs 
and institutions as well as science and technology wa.sdi.winguixhcd from accep¬ 
tance yf Western values. Government leader* were conning to grips with rhe 

\ political and social -Laliry of dieir countries in which the vast majority Of Cit:- 
wns (in urban os well as rural areas) were spiritually sirsrl i^yeboloftically 
iTn3ebTn.l to and influenced by the beliefs, practices, and values of their common 
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Mamie hcnragr.'I hu«, government* Snught to legitimate thuir pn.irurs tn rough 
^ controlled iLte Hif religion. 

We can sen; this process quilt clearly ill lLl formulations of Arab liaucul ahsnt 
jinJ Arab (Islamic) socialism prearhfd by Ga mal Abdel Nass er within Egypt and 
thiraighour the Arab world. From die nineteenth century, Egypt had pursued a 
path of Increasing s eculari z ation beginning with the rule of Muhammad ALL 
(l 805-49) and continuing Through The Free Office ts' revolution of July 1952. In 
the first years afret th<; revolution, Egyptian liarionalism continued along a sec¬ 
ular path’ yet after I 45.S, as Navsrr snu^hr tn propound an ideology I liar wmiki 
both unify rhe Egyptian people bub: rid him mill strengthen his position as I he 
spokesman for the A rah world, he increasingly L rtu Jcricd Egyptian nation jILvm 
into an Arab nationalism, tooted in j common Arab/Islamie past. Nasser's 
nationalism provided a sense of common history, identity, and solidarity that 
served as a basis for Arab unity,* The lute of this brand of Arab nationalism was 
demonstrated by the popularity Nasser enjoyed among many Muslim Arabs out¬ 
side Egypt as well, as attempted unions between Egypt and other .Arab states 
(Syria,, Libya, Jordan, and Sudani under rhe umbrella of United Arab Republic 

Radical Arab governments also made major use of Sslmn to justify socio-eco¬ 
nomic reforms- Turning to a rich Islamic he-mgr.. they interpreted Quranic 
reset', and Prophetic traditions in order ro legitimate and gam pnpuhir support 
for their Isl.irnrrO brand of sound ism. Traditional IshmiC beliefs and values.. 
ylsuIi as the uruly of tbu Muslim community (tunmdb) y equably id its members, 
and social justice epitomised by Island u practices like tukai (a lithe or wealth 
Las imposed for the general welfare of the poor), were- reinterpreted. This 
emphasis on the Arab/Islamic character of government social ism may be seen 
lit Nasser’s Arab social ism, Algerian socialism, and the early writings of the 
ft.iath party of Syria and Iraq IV In addition, Islam and Islamic insiiruiLons were 
used to support government programs and policies. tgypT founded the Islamic 
Congress in conjunction w|-h Saudi Arabia and Pakistan and created the 
Supreme Council of .Islamic Affaire which,, among, other activities, published 
Mmhur al-filam i.The Pulpit of Islam. 1 , j Ir.iJinu. journal rhat espoused religious 
reform ill the Muslim world jnd served JS a ptiinary srnircL- fi it articles Sup* 
porting h"asset's Arab (Islamic) socialism, bimilai developments occurred in 
other Muslim countries as governments obtained fatu-as (formal legal opinions 
issued by specialists (muftis) in religious Law) supporting government reform 
programs in, birth control, land reform, nationalization, etc, 

The role of Islam in Muslim politics was nor restricted to government activ¬ 
ity alone. I slam!u iiraanh-atio ns or mo vements contin ued to be active as well. 
A mem u. 1 he iiliiil sign ifiuant and influential movements was the MU'lim Rrnth' 
erhesod lul-lkbwan al-Muslirnun). Mdidjrni ft m Fh a t h O ud was founded in 

T>3fl by Hasan al-Banna (lEW^Igjg 1 ), an Egyptian teacher who hadTccdved 
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hoth 3 trnnSitiUTinlly religious .mil a modern education. I Hr Brotherhood grew 
nut (jf.nl-R.inn.iK cI«h-j concern .about the eitcct:-. of j Wecre n secular form of 
r n ■: m 3 h r 11 i .r; 11 i hi 11 upon l.JamLc I Ml aitd values and the failure of the government 
tft address adequately the widespread socio-economic disparities in F^-ptian 
society. lit common with previous Islamic revivalist (tafdidi rnoveniMitK, ,il- 
Banna attributed the ilk of sociery to i« departure from tire Islamic ideal ;ik 
found in early [slam—'during the rime of the Prophet Muhammad and Ilia eom 
panions. Therefore* Hr too advocated a return to Islamic sources—ihe Quran 
and the Fjcampile nr practice of the PrOfihet. lr i> important to note that al-Ranna 
dill not rejotr modfirnijeaticHt and technology hut Tathcr the Westernization and 
KEculariratiOn ill Muslim Shirty. Me main nnfid the political nature of Islam and 
ihe need For pol 1 1 iCal action IO rC.'ili/.C Or rE-fiStafoliah .1 pnifjer Ware baxed i:pmi 
Islam in order to assure an Islamic society, governed by l»Lir.:i law and belief. 
He not only pleached his message of social feform but also tried to implement 
it by establishing hospitals and cottage Industries. Inrernaticnally, the Brother¬ 
hood emphasized The unity of the Muslim community and denounced 

che continued foreign domination of Egypr and of other Muslim countries as 
well as the birth of neocolonialism in Palestine caused by the establish mem of 
Israel in l?4(f, 

ter World War U, The &r«th«rhoml emerged as nn increasingly nadiftinr, 
*5ij£ ist.. froti eieil hTga n ir.utii.in. J n l94'9 the Brijlhc'rhuoi] was implicated if. rhe 
assassination of Egypt’s prime minister and, shortly LhETK.il ter. Hasan al Rami a 
was assassinated (on February ]2, 1949!. The Brotherhood was a minor sup¬ 
porter of the Free OfficErs" revolution of July 19.52 with whom it shared com¬ 
mon concerns: foreign domination, the failure of liberal nationalism, and the 
need for radical socio-economic reform. Despite its ties with the Free Officers, 
through Anwar Sadat* the Brotherhood's initial co-operation with The govern¬ 
ment gave way to disaffection and opposition due to Nasser’s authoritarian rule 
arid his refusal trs establish .in Islamic state. In I 954 and again in I9f5f5 the Broth 
erhood was accused rtf pi lilting to assassin ate Nasser. As a result, some of its 
leaders witrti executed, many of its members imprisoned, and the organization 
was finally suppressed. The Muslim Brotherhood inspired similar movements 
throughout the Arab world and rc-emcrged publicly in Egypt during Anwar 
Shear’s rule (1 , 9'70—6 L X. 1 * 

Despite these esamples* the re-emergence of Islam (luring ihe 19bQx was a 
rather limited phsriorrenur buth geographically ami politically. It was a partial 
reneat by political leaders in a number of coun tries from a secular, political p.icb 
as they selectively appealed to Islam fot legitimation and support. However, 
during rhe latter half of the 1970s,. Islam dramatics]])' ne-*merged an Muslim 
politics ;lctukk the Islamic wcii-lo* in fjen^rnl Tlia yl-Han's amp ii &t(7l in Paki- 
Istan in 1977 and his lc!I Fot establishment of an Islamic system of government 
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(Ntzutti-i-Isiam}; in rhe Iranian “IjJamk revolution," 1 in [he seizure ot the Grand 
Masque in Mecca, in die assassination of Anwar Sadat in Egypt, and in the 
bloody suppi essm is of the Muslim Brotherhood in Hama by the Syrian govern¬ 
ment- [sl:n:i ha.-, played is more active and widespread jiiIl in Mic;lim pi!lines 
from jMorfli AF-llj to .Southeast Asia. HuwevLT, this pol itical phenomenon h as 
been rooted in a dee per, widespread,-am?irojrg_grojk;u n d religio ns revival which 
Irarfflrt'ffipjj'ieJVjrh The personal and the political sphe re. The personal aspect 
liJ l lirinjjti i-: revival .V reflected in increased emphasis u pon i ..Ii ;■!. .n s u-Mri-L-^ J 
r j*fft!es< (mosque at tendance, Ra madan fast, o utlawin g ol alcoh ol, and gtiinhli ng},. 
TOigimlA ]liff ij^Tammiry in the media, thq proliferation'c>f ' 'religions litrnttutr 1 dygj 


-rip :v rbr Muslim K-rolhr-homl, 


re ill new 


IsLp 


mic associations, 


rhe 


rualim' sruScn^Hociations in university elections, and [he vibtanr 
datvab (missionaryl movements which seek nen simply to convert non-Musiittis 
but to '"IsiamLie" tlir Muslim populaiicus, L.c., ro deepen their knowledge nf and 
commilment hi Ixlarn. ' 


1 


1 he current Tesurgencr of Islam has attracted attention both becavre of in 
geographic expanse and its geopolitical significance. Religion is used both by 
incumbent governments and opposition movements in eon temporary Muslim 
polities. M Political coalitions, operating: under the banner of Islam, have toppled 
the f-hah of [ran and Zultiliar AM R-huttri in Pakistan, while Muslim resistsmee 
movements continue to operate in Afghanistan, ligypr, Syria, etc. Saudi Arabia,' 1 
Morocco, 11 Khomeini's Iran, ar.d Zia nl-Haq's Pakistan” Legitimate their rule 
and policies in the name of Islam. Throughout the Muslim world, Islamic sym¬ 
bols, slugans, ideology, and actors have heCUilui prominent fixtures in Muslin, 
puli tics. 

'I'he causes of the resurgence art annoy and treed to hr appreciated within the 
specific contests of individual countries and] regions. However, several phenom¬ 
ena may be identified as common to the contemporary Muslim experience: lj 
an identity crisis precipitated by a sense ol utter impure nee, dtsilliiviotiment, and 
loss nf self esteem; 2) disillusion merit with the Wear and the failure nf many 
governments ro respond adequately ro The political and socio-economic needs 
of their societies; and, 31 the new-found sense of pride and power which resulted 
from military (Arab-lsraeLi vrar} and economic (nil embargo! success in ]973. 

If Islam's just ,-.rreng.th, success, and power were signs of GodV guidance and 
pleasure with rhe Islamic community's iralriation of His Will, modern Muslim 
history has instead been a record of the uttimah s failure. Colonial rule, contin- 
lied dependence on the West. and the disastrous Arab Israeli war of 19fi7 were 
clear signs -nf an irrmt, debilitated community. Since Islamic belief and history 
laughr rhat success and power were signs of a faithful community, Muslims 
might well ask “Whac liad gone wrong Lu the Islamic world?'' and L Why had 
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Oiid vtiuirimgly abandoned. his community?” Religious leaders and Lraditionists 
ju gem-nl ci innrencd that God had not abandoned the Musi inn; Tathcr iT.i* Mus¬ 
lims in pursuing a 'Wwmrn secular path (it development had d-rpjirtrd from and 
must now “’return" to the straight path of Islam- 

Modem elites were particularly disillusioned. They had case thdr l« as 
members of developing nations with a Wcsteni-orieiited future. Yet, they con¬ 
tinued trj find the nisei ves v. Linus of Western nCo LC'lorii.jli', 171—politically, @eo- 
nomicdly^ and militarily dependent lrpira the superpowers—often seeming co 
be pawns in The struggle between the West and the Soviet Union. Nothing sym¬ 
bolized the reality of Western . neocolonialis m mote than the creation and 
expansion or the state o fJinud .t Western state established an the midst of ihe 
Arab world — ■protected rind Sustained hy maSSrve American aid, Finally, the; 
quick and total defeat of Egypt, Syria, and jordsn by Israel in the ' 6 ? war and. 
Israeli annexation, of Sinai. Gaza, and the West llaak, wiih its capital Jccusa- 
I i: 7 i i—a sacred Sy in bill and [slain's third holiest city—Ctmsii Luted tic dearest 
testimony of the- depths of the Muslim wiirld’s impotence. 

If the West had failed Muslims as an ally, what of the Western models of 
development so eagerly adopted by Muslim governments? The record of due 
policies in nation building was judged to be dismal indeed. Neither liberal 
nationalism iti it the radical Arab naliunjlism/Sociali.iin uf Gama] Abdel Nasset 
or the ISsarh parry had succeeded. Problems of authoritarianism, legitimacy, and 
pc I ideal participation continued to plague mosc Muslim countries. Although 
parliamentary towns of government, democratic elections, and political! parry 
systems were adopted in many countries, the reality of Muslim politics was 
often one of dictatorship and authoritarian ink. In adLlition, corruption and the 
concentration of wealth persisted as twin pillars of Muslim society while pov 
tny, illiteracy.. and overpopulation galloped along unchecked. Government 
promises for a more prosperous funne. coupled with government development 
programs, created rising but, nut often, unrealised expectations. The positive 
benefits of modernization seemed to benefit the Jew, while the lot of the masses 
remained relatively unchanged. 

/The negative fallout from the effects of modernization were of equal con¬ 
cern: migration From the villages and rapid uibanization of overcrowded cities 
With inv.ifficrrat snrial support systems; the breakdown of Traditional family, 
religions, and social values; the adoption of a “Western lifestyle ,' 1 cnThusiasti- 
rally pursued as a symbol of modernity but now increasingly critic iicd as a 
source of moral decline and spiritual malaise. The climate uf despair and disil¬ 
lusionment throughout the Muslim world during the late UJflthi is amply due 
'JjtiCnted in secular as well as religious liLcraLUje issuing from North Afrits. the 
Middle East, and Sn.i'h Asia. 
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Writers representing a spccrrum of religious and ideological orientations 
questioned the Westernization or their societies and advocated a reaffirmation 
of their nwn cull heritage. Ma-riic history, irivitix;Lti i iei, and values were ?r 
examined in .-in attempt rO build a present and future which were not simply 
the product of a Western transplant hoc Tooted more indigenously in Islamic 
history and values, Of course, the meaning, interpretation, and approaches var¬ 
ied front religious to cultural and from fundamentalist to reformist. Renewal 
f (jjSjTrii.l, reform (iifafi), authenticity (maLi), and nCruisiariCL' t'Kahda.) wurcu icri 
mon themes througl»uut the Muslim world 1 ' .. 

Events iti 1973 provided a new source of pride and served as a positive moti¬ 
vation tor Islamic revivalism, The ignominious Arab defeat of 1367 was 
reversed by the October War. While the Israelis were ultimately victorious, the 
Arab world felt vindicated by Fjiyptiaia successes in the war whach many 
beheved had been saved for the Israelis by the Unites! Sraces. Most importantly, 
Anwar badar : s use of Islamic symbols and rhetoric to mofcn tie and motivate 
Egyptian forces gave a decidedly religious character to its harries and made rills 
war an Islamic victory." This was the Ramadan war (the sacred month ori Iasi 
ing during which the war occurred); its emit - name was B, idr, j famous early 
Islamic victory led by Muhammad; its battle cry Allahu Althnr (God is Most 
Great), the Traditional Islamic call to the defense of Islam; those who died in 
lH is holy war {jihad) were not simply patriots but mateyrs (sbakidl 

Th-s Arab oil embargo of 197! was ;l second major catalyst lor the resurgence. 
Pot the first Time since the dawn of colonialism. The- West was dependent upon 
rhe Muslim world, The Arabs were no longer simply cheat states but a world 
economic power to he reckoned with. Their economic and, hence, geopolitical 
importance' was a source of enormous pi idc and a sign to many of a return of 
All.ih's blessings. Such wealth anil sue Lev, were reminiscent of a gl nri nus past— 
a new renaissance whs ar hand. 'Ihe fact That Saudi Arabia is the birthplace of 
Islam, encompassing Its two holiest cities, Mecca and Medina, reinforced such 
sentiments. Moreover, maj or oil powers like &audi Arabia and Libya used their 
per r r’>jj m 11 :iri [ (J foartr Islamic revivalism in other Muslim countries, supporting 
Islamic move men tv, assisting governments that introduced Islamic reforms, atw! 
underwriting the publication and distribution of Islamic Literature.* 1 

Th c extent and significance of the Islamic resurgence have raised many ques¬ 
tions, arming them: l) Why have Ijutli analysts (academic .is wtdl government) 
and The general public so misunderstood this significant phenomenon? 2) What 
voices have contributed to the beliefs and attitudes reflected In tIic Mamie 
revival? 3} What do contemporary Muslims say about a resurgent Islam and ii = 
political, eLunHimaC, and MiCial impliLalionK tor the future.'Thuja; .irt rK l tjUiO. 
l i■! j n.> which this volumc addresses- 
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Muslim revivalists insist rbat chc current religious revival is hue i-mply a 
reaction to The W?est % hue rasher os part of an ongoing process of rev ival (ta/didi 
and reform '.itieb) which reflects -a continuing craciLtioti in Islamic history. John 
O. Voll, m '"Renewal and Reform in Islamic History,"" maintains chat central 
to The pTMcexK uf renewal m Islam i n the revivalist call for a return to the fun- 
dinncntjls uf Islnrm. However, ih«: sncamnjj. and method of renewal varies with 
changing historical circumscanoas. What err-erge.-, i.s the picturc ft a tradition 
which, although lixcd JilJ iliibk. is i it it lu r Stagnant nur mom ilirhit- When the 
irxivtirig conditions aild Enstiriltions of Islam SeCmed til warrant it. Muslim 
rehmnCni have felt free [Cl choLkilgC the hi hid following id tradition Itatjiid} 
and lIll Islamic establishment. They claimed their right to engage in imlcpen 
Jeni analysis or inccrp relation Ujtihad) in order to rc-forsn chair societies. 

In contemporary Islam, chcie lias been a renewed call for the reform of Mus¬ 
lim societies Through a return to Islamic sources, En “Islam and the Quest for 
Idcmtiry Eli the Arab World, 1 'John j, Donohu e maintains thar wh ile the A rab 
defeat in the ’67 war and oil wealth/ power ate important faorars^Jj^Hgdca, 
reartmna»M^n slamjc identity isft responS to a deeply cocuaA. centmv-old 
dashbf^ukur^whLclihawemaineduTirr^Jrd, 'Hitcuigh a con renT a nalysis 
cTj^ra^liteTatu re.^JoDo hci^evenTs THe~inere^sini: .pT.ominence oClsIal S as an 
element m i Aralf 'dgntiTH Growing discnchanfmnjnt with the; Wet?? ami a nactive 
quest fora more indigsmousty Tooted identity is well illustrated in ;i hm.ul sp^e 
rrum nf literature: popular, Intel [actual, and religious. 
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UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC IDENTITY 


I ::l Ii.ijm.i;: rcvn.uciyn brOUftht u stjrtkng rejireUtion—th<? vast majority of 
A Ilk Cu La IIS knew little about ]:.! ll i i i unJ ihc Muslim world cUispi re rh« fg«C that 
Islam i> []tC second Largest t>f ihewcrtd’j religions and ihcpTtxii irnhiint religion 
of an increasingly important area of rhe world. Ever professionally trained ana¬ 
lyses in academia and govern mem seemed totally oblivious to eEl religious 
revival raking place in many pares of the Muslim world and eo irs political 
implications. [ his oversight among professionals was due to the Tendency of 
development theory to presuppose rhat the secularization of society was Integra] 
to the process of moderniiarion-,’ Religious traditions were viewed 35, at best, 
iinpiiTtarit in n tneUirviil jjiwt. Hiiwkvtt, th+:j-- were a pairt of the passing of era - 
ditional societies and, it' anything,, potehrial 1 ihstMulrs m change. ’ 

Sccaiidly, most analyses, whether cun Aeiouvly t>r tint, r^wrate cm an assump¬ 
tion ihat religion and politics arc or ought to be separate spheres of life, 'j’he 
tendency of Christianity to distinguish berween Church arid State- (“Render to 
Caesar the things that arc Caesar's and ro God .. ) coupled with a modem 
secular understanding of the nature of the state blinded many lo the different 
[MrsperTivies of Islam , J Hut why in 3 society which prides Itself on 2 high rate of 
literary was rhe public so totally ignoranT of Islam and the Muslim world? 
Mordiivur, whfre information did exist, why was it often simply a collection of 
Stereotype.*: camels and writs, menacing or cunning wealthy oil iheiks, harems, 
;ind veiled women. In the first chapter c.jf iti.s volume, bred R. vyn der Mehtfen 
analyzes tiit causes for the ■^■mjunce, cionfuoon, and mis informs! turn which 
have characterized American public's perceptions ni Islam. 
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American Perceptions of Islam 

FRED K VON DER M EH DEN 


rhcnc LAn 1>C little doubt thsil the public's perceptions nf Islam have wnderrl wi 
be characterized by ignorance, confusion," and inieinforinacion. Until the 
national Trauma of die Embassy hostage situation in Iran, our know lodge of this 
religion of over TOO million adherents was weak on Islom’s basic tenets, recent 
histOTj- f internal svhismS, And regions of dominance- Although informed about 
the Crutadcs in school, the average citizen knows little of the Five Fillars, thi. 
expansion of Islam to Southeast Asia and Black Africa* differences among sects, 
acid The basic fact thac the majority of Muslims ive outside the Arab world. 
Beyond this, Islam and its causes have generally not received a sympathetic 
hearing Arid have tyjLii the Mui:-|L*I of considerable Criticism cel sited Co Such iSSuiS 
as the Iranian crisis, the Bkck Muslims in the United States* or the AraJb-Israeli 
confliiCT. My basic thesis in this study is char views of Americans toward Islam 
ate framed by atrirades toward issues that involve Muslims. These isjuie.? are 
generally nut funtL'ime’nr.'jlly religion-, in ci intent buL help In establish StCTCO 
types that are transl erred ro Islam irscll. 

Several of the most salient reasons for ribs picture: [J rise historical environ- 
menrj 2! educational panrrnst .Jj rhe Arab-lsnseli issue; 4) the mi untie; 5,' the 
Iranian Revolution; And fij yteietrtyped ■ptri.-eptiOiti- J hCSC iirC ObViOUSl y i iltei — 
related factors which reinforce one another. 


HISTORICAL ENVIRON MEN S' 

The fundamental ignorance and, nr times, inripwithy of Americans regarding 
Islam Jteeds to be judged in lEic light of our history. It can be aigued char past 
cultural and ta-tIa! biases against Third World societies in general Has clouded 
Our views of [shim as wlIS ns other ''foreign' belief systems. TlniJ, Muslims 
were just another target of a type of international “Jim Crowism,.’ 1 Sum* observ¬ 
ers, such as PrnfoiKor F_ Vft' . Said, have Assent'd that Islam has been singled OUT 

Iff 
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Tfif abuse. in pan due to the historical confrontation between Islam cmd Ch ris¬ 
ibility . 1 Without rejecting "he accuracy of this lame view an perms of historical 
niritudes of Americans, it would appear that current peroeprionx of Islam rise 
out of a combination of ignorance of the religion iiml negative reactions against 
the rhetoric and activities of a m iin unty rtf its adherents. 

I hr rather huge lacunae in cnir knowledge ait I lie result of several somewhat 
obvious- factors. As a nation, we have historic-ally been partxlsial in out under 
standing of the rest of the world, tending ro display relatively little interest in 
other languages and cultures. As to Islam in particular, the United kaies never 
colonized a large Muslim population die only significant group being the 
Mo res of "lie southern Philippines after L , Tlir people who arrived! on our 
shores from rhe Middle bast were generally not Muslims and, in fact, many felr 
persecuted by them. 1 hesr included Christian Armenians, Syrians, and 
Lebanese, as well as rh r lews who claimed hi sr-imc ancestry i n rhe nrea Musii ms 
remained! a small miminly am] even in l98li were less than .1 perernr of rhe IJ.h 
pypulariOn. In part buLJiL’.e of thin lack iif national and personal lEifteTTiuipion, 
even our auaJermc Lcade r&h ip til .si a rue studies ten did to be composed ul for 
cigners, a pattern that has only begun m change significantly in the past decade. 
As one might expect, this overall ignorance was transferred into out general 
educational system. 


EDUCATIONAL PATTERNS 

Public education in the United States normally devotes to the non-CHrisrian 
world a relatively small part of World Civilisation courses. WhriT daw have 
('tit teaching about Islam show that recant texts usee at rhr high sellruyl level can 
hf L'haracrerivaul by brevity and incidents iif confusion and hias. One example 
ftl sui.li sliiuit shrift is A. Miutuur :md f. Peoples x Men ltfiJ N^Unmi: A World 
HiSIOty . 1 Ill Ilus S7S*(dgC LlxL Iuj high school students, fewer than 700 words 
arc given to art explanation of Islam as a religion, and. less Lhati five pages ate 
devoted to rhe religion, iis spread, culture, and Law. There is no reference to the 
fact that the Muslim religion is the fairh of Islam's largest nation, Indonesia, In 
a study of twenty such rests, Gerald ferry found that, while they provided basi¬ 
cally accurate definitions of the five Pillars. many were weak on other aspects 
rtl I hi n ligian, v.ich ns the caliphate, Atoj'-j.vb, and the Si:nrri-Shi.i schism. Evun 
regnrdiEiv list rili&t exHuriluil Pillar, there was si line ctynfsisn.wr exp russeti about 
the charactetiaaEion of Allah. Americans have generally lucked an unJetstand- 
ng of the Muslim view of the Supreme Deity or die role of Muhammad and 
the Jmfeo-Chrisrian heritage of Islam, in the texts a statement such as “Allah is 
the Arabic word meaning God" was exceptional, while comments such as 
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' Vliivliris worship n CiilI e;i ‘Ie J A.lali ' reinforced TiisconccpiLuiis that there 
were fumln mental diffritmec* in interpretation n: (he IJeiry between <‘iii bunas 
muJ MiedimS. Rcgaiding cliir Caliphate, lmh; |xprticvl^rly erroneous: [c>IT, which 
k*T>t r eJerri.n.g [f» the caliphate in the present tense, asserted that! 


Moslems ate also united under the Cal ipli ard other rdigttxjs leaders. One group 
of Moslems. who are rrained in Islamic la tv and religion, make up the "Supniiw 
Sfliri'nial Gommincc nl lal.i.ai."This, grourp of high olfk-ialn ira.-i.is :u Cairo.' 1 


As well. These hooks rented in picture Jslnm ,=is an mtulejanr religion, lacking 
m gen tlccieas. 

Finally, thene texts were mixed an til their interpretations of the A r,ib-|xncl i 
eon Iliac, a fat Kir in American atti tu J«i toward Islam, which we will t-i.immenr 
upon bclftW. ^'hdc it'mu buoks were even handed and others sim|ily did not 
present reasons tior Arab views and actions, a third set was biased ni favor of 
Israel, and all were hudatoty toward lHc image of Israel. 

In a study of tight texts, distributed Ln Canada and the L'nited Snares, a com 
mattet of the Middle East Studies Association reported.simitar conclusions. 5 h 
found that some icxts still retimed to the '‘Mohammedan Religion" and occa¬ 
sionally showed Islam as distinct from the- Judeo-Christian tradition or left o-Jt 
one of the Five Pillars. No hostility coward Islam was displayed, bat there was 
a tendency to point to the strangeness and to the violent nature of Islam. Scores 
of minor errors were also noted in the texts, from calling all Arabs Muslim to 
inaccurate characrerijations of rhr cnliphare. 

Fthnit stereotypes were aUo present: Arabs were viewed av fanners Or 
nomads, the I urks :is cruel, and nil dresved strangely. etc. Vet, as one Cftiliiliktee 
thCirtl>ir Commented, 'The Overall impreSSiI'jr’i Orte git* IrOhi these textbooks ii 
not will!ni bias and. prejudice, but rather the lack of thorough knowledge and 
understanding uf the Middle East, its multifaceted civilization, and the forces 
at work there today.'* 

A more recent survey of rests wrinen since I3”5 shows some 
Improvement —none of die aurbors refers to “Mohrm meda nism.” E'he tests do 
tend tn understate the number of Muslims (about 500 mil Monk tm: phitMiur the 
war and violence in Islam,, give an inaccurate account cif the rfjle ■ iS WOHMIL, 
and include a number lit incorrect or mislead mg statements. 

To this data we Can add Michael Suleiman'* Studies of high school teacher 
aisd student reactions in several states. 1 He also finds a paucity of information 
provided American youth regarding Muslims. While nor concentrating on 
Islam ns such., he found thsT approximately two-fifths of thaw teaching world 
history and Kiiu.d studies devoted two weeks or less r<> the Middle EflSL. .As well. 



AAJfWCAM P&lCEFTiON$ OF SLAM 


2} 

3? percent of one sample ftF tend-ien: Found them skipping I he Middle Fa stern 
sections of ihnr ccuiTSPSt always (J%} f most of rhr rime and frequently 
In contrast, fP percent spent sis weeks or more on Europe. 

Suleiman further noted thar Ln a sample of 520 high school teachers, their 
student* saw Lda.ni it* ‘"■strange, 11 leading u> fear and hostility. "Thus, in wmr 
students Muslims are folk:were of a "strangt: Trillion, pec'ii.ipr religion-. weird, 
'[people with a funny religion-,’ 'stupid religion,' "infide!s." furthermore .Muslims 
'dress sirjngcly and practice polygamy. 1 He docs not provide any perccnuges 
of such hosti le LVuinatiass. Nut dues lie quantify the "~f tec ul ell remarks among 
teachers praising Islam for its Cnntrihiinon tn science-, the arts,, and architecture. 
Teachers tended to be more favorably dLi-posed than students-toward Mditns, 
A very important finding, which will he discussed later, was that students and 
testcheTs generally tend ad tn .See Muslims in terms of their religion. 

We thus find chat Americans start with s weak foundation in their knowl¬ 
edge of Islam. World history forms only one year Ln the normal education of 
.sn American high school student And, while iri recent years the ainri Western 
world has ’been given greater stress, it is still a minor part of most such courses- 
Within discussions of the Third World, the Middle hasr is given no greater 
etHiiideration than oihet areas. It is against this paucity of luunal background 
■hat w« can S«*j the impact nf other fnct-nr'-. 

In chi.5- analysis k is argued that issues not central to an understanding of 
Islam as a religion have helped to deteimine overall attitudes, it is hypothesized 
that Islam itsell has tint been the issue, but such factors as the Arab Israeli tun 
ilict, the oil crisis, and Iran's Islamic: Ftoviilunon havr influenced our view, nf 
Islam, It is further segued there the media have retnforced these views, 


AlftAb-CSKAELl CONFLICT 

Tht Arab hmoli ormfllot has made oh|fCtive assessments of Islam tnil r* adher¬ 
ents difficult, in part because, as James ttrsion once explained, '‘You may put it 
down as a niartei of fact that any criticism of Israel will be met with the cry of 
aJSLi-Seiniticism. From the beginning iif the formation of isTael. American 
opinion has displayed greateT sympathy foi its cause than for that erf iw Arab 
opponents, with only a small percentage showing pro-Arab attitudes. Public 
opinion polls through the years have provided evidence lor this stability of pop- 
Lllaj support. This e.in be compared with Canada jr 1973 wheie 5 percent syiri 
paihiied with the Arabs, Z2 percent with the Israelis, and 73 percent with nei 
Lhcr .it no opinion. It tan also be compared with the earliest Callup Foil in 





22 


UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC ,VENTtTY 


Tihh I. l iLilIur> PoJi on the Ai jL'-tf je3 Confiet 1 ' 
fctalisiics shown in percen1ages]i 

ycesiO'' nf v f >t' .VlrMp .‘■juki'ti ■.-Ln.'jrrrvn, j.v fv'n.i 
«fli .mA Svafit twtnofv- Mth -Irjb-fHJWint * l 


Dale 

Isr.vd 

*r.4j Njtcni 

N'eilher 

1W31 

44 

11 

34 

pmiijry 1'17't 

■HI 

14 

11 

May 14711 

JJ 

1U 

Jj 

March I'J.'.a 

38 

11 

JJ 

.vne 1977 

44 

8 

2b 

Iji'u.jfv I't7? 

44 

K 

22 

LOfCt^nCtr ISO 1 3 

SCI 

7 

as 

Ma-ch iyr>:i 

-4 

1 

3a 

lanuary l\ii:V 

Kl 

5 

a 

Iltw 1M7 

fri 

A 

25 


that gave Israel 24 percent, the Arabs 12 pccient, anti neither 38 percent- The 
percentages mot noted we/e j>rl ■tm-i.l'v “don't knows. h 

Recent acnojis of die begin government in the West Bank and Lebanon have 
Isd to considerable criticism, American opinion polls- showed strong negative 
reactions In the attack On thet Jraiqi reactor, anti Anwar Sadat’s c note if La to ry 
moves were generally co-truiie tided, but Lhesc views have not been translated hno 
pro Arab-cum-pro Muslim attitudes. A number of journalists have noted major 
changes in American opinion ssnee the October and Sadat’s crip to Israel- ,,! 
By late i97fi asked if T. r ,riel wat sli'iitifi ill it tLiiild to bring about pieate in the 
Middle East—Gallup found 27 percent responding positively. 49 pc icent neg¬ 
atively, and 24 percent with no opinionJ* At tIic same time, Sadat began to be 
see n inure an a man of peace than the I sraeli Prune Minister, w ith more rban 
twice as many Americans having a highly favorable view of Sadat than of Begin, 
in 197B. However, Sadat's popularity did not aUect perceptions of Atahs or 
Muslims as a whole. Yct the Palestinian case. while viewed more sympathed- 
cally by the American pub ie, was clouded by charges nf '■rerrnTi.vm'' and. when 
polled, Armrncjn.-; held a 4-to-l Tiihn of symparhy for IsriieL Over the PLO as 
late as I95L Irani cully, given the generally secular nature of die PLO, its activ¬ 
ities helped to reinforce the view of Muslims as iti trams igenc and fanatical 

When asked to rate Egypr a ad Israel on a 10-poiut favotabie-unfavorjihilr 
scale, American responses were as shown in 'Table 91. 

However, ihese positive changes rr.usL be viewed against years of sympathetic 
reactions to “tiny." “dtiKiocfaiic,” and '‘embattled" Israel. 1,1 In turn, then, these 
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:itl i tud<!s have iiLtluenOed public view.-. of Israel's enemies?. While thy argument 
LLsn be jnidc lli&l the ;ii'.'J: a have biased 0<iir petLsepIiWnS l.lh ik will h« discussed 
l-arerJ, [lie acrivirks of sonar Arab Siam have frequently iiia helped matnjT^. 
Against the Israeli sensitivity to the media has more often becsi a seeming Aruli 
unwillingness to open satisfactory communications with the West. Oul> Sadm 
was equally as capable of manipulating public opinion In the United Stares as 
the Israelis- In the pa-st, rhe tendency coward hyperbole in the Arabic and Farsi 
languages often lent credence to chose pointing up the dangers of Muslim suc¬ 
cess. Mi in; limited th;m the Israelis in thuiT ability tij use domesnc interest 
groups in [he UmtLxi S-tates n: the past, some Arab groups tuinevl tn strung lan¬ 
guage, anomic distilsan-ccs, J:id threat-,. Again, these reinforced view.-, of what 
Muslims ate like. 


ENERGY CRISIS 

Unfortunately for Muslims, the changed image of Israel that was catalysed by 
.he l,97d Ootoher W:lt was Correlated with the At,] PEC fAmh Organitation of 
Petroleum F.Mporling Countries) hoycutt anil hillnwed hy the Iranian Revolu¬ 
tion. Again we must note that a key element in the American stereotype of the 
Muslim re I aces to Middle Eastern events. To all too many, Anah equals Muslim, 
and vice versa, and OPEC [Organisation of Petroleum Eyponing Countries? 
eqtmls Arabs-and vice versa. 1 he public does nor perceive the difference between 
AO PEC and OPEC, and The existence of often hardline non-Arab members of 
the hitter, such as Nigeria or Venezuela, go«s by with link notice. The use of 
rieh iiii sheL-. in political cn renins to exemplify OPEC readily gives credence 
to the general srerewygse. Th neats hy ]Vli:iftlirii statr:-; fo usp flir hoyrnrf m the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and Lite paramount rde of the often traditionally dressed 
Wahhabi Saudis in oil negotiations, all lend further evidence to support these 
perceptions. And, as we shall sec„ that pairicular stereotype 1ms not been atttac- 
tIw. Ac the same Time, it would be incorrect to give too much emphasis to die 
energy issue. It i* true that TcgwIaT price incresse-s by OPEC focus attcniLon on 
the Middle F.iixt, ;md “Arab oil money” if a regular topic of conversation Again, 
howevet, polls tend tn ihfiw thtir Americans have often blamed the large petio- 
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[fLLin companies arid Their own government fur their situation. I'm ex’,mi pie, a 
poll immf Jiotrely after the 1973 oil crisis found Z:i percent blaming iht oil com¬ 
panies. Id percent rhe II.S. Knveriiment, 19 percent the Nixon administration, 
IA percent the public, and Only 7 percent the A nib nations—few 1 blamed the 
Israelis. 11 


IRAN'S ISLAMIC REYOI UTIQN 

finally, the Islamic ttevoluticm in Iran has been a two-edged sword in the- bc.uk 
hi mcu'.ivc American understanding of Islam I'herc is no question chat the 
number uf newspaper j:iJ magimne articles, editi.iriaJs, and television spot 1 - cov¬ 
ering Muslim-oriented subjects lias increased tremendously since its inception. 
Liven academics have 'seen called upon by government, business, serial organi- 
ratiri-ns, (cl k vision, and nrwspnpertt tn drm-fy the sin/atiem. A perusal of the 
Ritideni' thirds’ Lli popular pcTiildiCiils ditpLayidcl .in nSttHLiiJirig growth n arti¬ 
cles /dated to Islam and its adherents. During die year from March 1974s- m 
February 1977, there were only half a dozen pieces on various Islamic subjects, 
while in rhe Jirssr six month s after the mlcing of the American hostages, dh-sre 
were more than fitly. There were similar increases; m articles on Islam m news¬ 
papers, and general media covei age grew dramatically. Witliour the hostage 
Issue and what preceded it. Americans would probably have remained even 
mu-ie ignorant of differences between Sibi nno nnd SunntSy ns well as the rising 
Islamic “‘fundamentalist revival. However, along wilh explanations ol the 
meaning of Islam chcfc came other articles Jess illuminating, such as those enti¬ 
tled '‘Khomeini’s Contagion” ‘'Portrait of an Ascetic Despot,'’ and "A Regime 
nf Fanatics,’ 1 

This reaction to the perceived excesses of the Irani an FLcvoIuLlQei is the neg¬ 
ative side to the problem. Americans became extremely antagonistic toward rhe 
Iranians due to the hostage issue. A survey in March 1980 showed that on a 
H S IO i scale, 90 percent of fh« sample rated Irin from a L TO .1, arid b9 
percent —4 and —5. No other country reached that low. Foils in rhe months 
immediately after the capture of the hostage-; found a large majority of the pub¬ 
lic supporting punishment of The |Tan|in' in one form in another. ‘ O lilting 
in the streets by demonstrators Jed a:: up, “Kill die A metican dogs.”and attacks 
on the U.h, tmbassy in Pakistan and on Aaierican facilities elsewhere after die 
fighting in Mecca tended to color the public s view ill JsLjiei as j whole. tsUr 
did the statements of Ayatullah Khomeini aid friendly relations. The comments 
by historian Kemal Karp at that “Khomeini has done more to harm the Islamic 
image in one rnnrith than jail the propaganda nf the put 1.¥ years ’* may be COO 
strong, but to many Americans Khomeini came ro symbolize fanaticism and 
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atavism in Islam. As the title of Time s article read when he was named “Man 
of rht Year,' 1 tie was viewed as “The Mystic "Who Lit the Fifes oJ Hatred." 
Certainly, quotes of The Ayatullah have no? helped, such as ‘The nation voted 
foe an Islamic Republic and everyone should obey. If you do not obey, you will 
be annihal awd, 1 " 1 * Cartoon* of the Ayatullah have Muslim gymhnl$ a round them., 

Ms views arc often character need ns the rising tide erf a new Lslacn in fhs- world; 
jukes, LommercLiil dart boards with liis ijjlIu-l, Country'Western songs, etc., 
became pat l of tltt stereotypes baling formulated in the American mind. 

While newspaper editorials following the host age-rating and later attacks 
on U.5. posts were generally careful nor ro blame Islam as a whole, many of 
them added to che confusion about the rule of chr religion- I "hr picture of Islam 
as intolerant, extremist. and reactionary was fostered in some editorials- I hiis, 
the Adr,:.to; Herald refer led to ‘‘a inJikkned die ur ol Islamic clergy chat draws 
its power from the frenzy of murderous slogans' 1 :, threats to try the Shall arid 
Embassy hostages brought oul siaiemcnta of “so-called Islamic jissiice" 1 ; and the 
attacks on oilier American facilities often condemned "‘Moslem mobs" rather 
than the nationalism of The offenders." In sum. The Iranian Revolution and par¬ 
ticularly the hostage issue, when combined with The rhetoric of Iranian Muslim 
leaders, imprinted upon che American mmd a picture of escess, intolerance, and 
fanaticism which may be difficult tn erase. This was pa moi illrly iinfurrnnrite, 
we nOw turn tu the historic ride id the media as Teitifpreers of Muslim 
stereul yjies. 


TH£ WOLE 1 >£ THE MEDIA 

Assessing the :olc of the media on any issue that encompasses the Middle East 
immediately raises tIic dangers of paranoia, Lcr iT be scared at rhe outset that I 
do not see a major Zionist conspiracy which controls our media, although [ 
nectyjfniw full well the efforts of pco-htaclt interests to influence whac Ametp- 

c;ms see and read.' 1 This does nrrt menti, however, that rhrte has mir hewn an 
historic bias iri favor ul Israel null an luiiLttriicnve fltirtOtypii viiW nf the A rah 
Muslim. What does alfect our media and how Llity influence us are the 
followi ng: 

1- Stereotypes of Musi inis in the Middle East piedatc the Arab-lsraeli crisis 
and can be found in literary references to Turks and Arabs as well as in 'i'orld 
Wjj I anti I urkisli propaganda, J '' 

2. America S reaotiimS to the Hulor'amt, early support of Israel as the per 
ceived underdog, and the da liters rif ap^^ennng nn-i-fiemiLic, all are reflected m 
the media. 

,3. Although it is no longer acceptable ro use most U.S, ethnic groups as vil¬ 
lains. tin: iri.iLtiun, until recently, of Arab Americans in putting pressure on rhe 
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media, has, made the Arib ;l jtjond target. lit should :ilve.i he- noted that (lit major¬ 
ity of Americans at Arab dustcnL are uol hi usl i in'I he pen-eked actions of 
OPF:( ’ .arid Iran iuve rrtade the lOlt t*f til linn iaSy for rhe pur-lit- rn accept. 

4. A mciLL-jriK Lend CO consider .sl.ia'i a.» primarily identified with fhc Arab- 
world. If most Arabs Ii:i J it diJJlCtLt (U distti^iiyc rtLie;ion and rrhmciry, SO do- 
Americans. Thus, ihc Ferment that appears Oilinipn'xrril in the Middle tiaar 
tenets to I ■ l* viewed :u ari integral aspect of Islamic Eric. 

Against this background we find, considerable evidence tkar the American 
media have riot been entirely even-handed and have riot expanded the public's 
k now ledge greatly past the alorejnenrioned school textbooks. Perhaps mure 
recently newspapers arc not as biased as some would believe, as seen m ttnhurr 
Trice's analyse; nf editorials :u udr ctiLC press- fNest- Yrjtfe Tjmikv Wcs/jurjj-tore 
Peitr, dhizavci Tribune, Los Anfteies Times, Dewar Past, A riant j C^inLiitutinn, 
Christian Scmnee XUiniliiT, it. LamS Petst-Drspailh, Wall Street Journal, ijonii 
i-ji'Ic C’.tmrier-Jfiiirridl, Dallas .'Vfitiryurr^ Wn-s.-.' In viewing, editnrials from I'Ov'ii'i 
to 1974, he fmmJ -that both support and criticism of Israel and che Arab state? 
were weaker than expected, arid that Isra-e! was constantly cTiflciwl over rcreil- 
iatoty raids and the annexation of Jerusalem, However, The Amh cause was 
never obit to get much sympathy from the American pTest, only the Christian 
Science Monitor showed an overall posirivr vi?w of the Arabs, and only the 
Monitor and Post^Dispateh had an overall negative assessment of Esrael, I >u.ri-n t; 
rhis period news-reporting itself tended to be unbiased, although words such as 
^Terrorist” were used one-sidedly to describe Palestinian activities, Part of this 
was tlir aforementioned problem of Arab states which were nor as aware as the 
Israelis of the usefulness of public relations and made access to their countries 
difficult. 

However, iT should be noted that This more even-handed pattern has emerged 
after years of more biased .reporting P'or example, a. study of sis news magazines 
and the New York Times's "News of the Week' 1 during the second half of 1H56 
(t!he Suez Crisis period! 1 found the Arab typically pictured as a desert nomad; thr 
Israelis were viewed as the "good guys” while The Arabs were the “had juays- ’" 
Again, there were differences in the coverage and neutrality of these magazines, 
with, the New Republic the best on both coun ts, followed by Time and The New 
York Times. A later analysis by Suleiman showed the difference in coverage of 
The 1971 October Yfr'ar. 21 

As has been noted previously, however, another pan of the editorial page— 
the political cartoon—kas not aided American-Islamic understanding. While 
the AyarulLah may have been Tsuj’s "Main of the Year," he has become the 
cartoonist's breadwinner. In pinpointing lIlc oil issue, the symbol of the 
despised QFEC is invariably the caricature of a greedy, sinister Arab, perhaps 
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with ;i misinTLl in Lilt background, PI.O members at'C broadly characterised as 
kn i U- and jfu:n-wielding la.ua.liLS in many ol lIll L-artOLUis. Two ameliorating 
I actons should he mired- l hui_ negative pictures Jo hi it atlac* Kljm :i:; slil K, n.:: 
all pohric?I cartoonists are not biased on this matter. Again, the C^w-fFpJtj Sci¬ 
ence Monitor stands one for its Ifmg-wrm f.-.imr ;s. .iml there has bren <1 general 
move toward greater understanding, cxccpT in the case of the Iranian issue.* in 
sum, while press stones have become more even-handed (particularly with the 
caning of Arab state; to American reporters), and editorials less proTsi-aeli, 

Stereotypes are maml Juried through cartOQitbsiS and SOiliC Or the pereLivLcI 
f :,sis Ehf tistrccnistK. 

Insofar ns the i«c of tHc media is concerned, the Aprils May i960 copy of 
Tfo Link provides an inte resting-, if com mured, analysis of the stereotypic view 
of the Arab on American television. 2 ' After strong comments by liberal jour¬ 
nal 1st Nicholas Von Hoffman (“no religious, national, tit cultuial group ... has 
hten si i massively and enii ;i:;teii 1 1 V vi I i hud "I and by Jonathan Rahim {‘“.Arab is a 
word that people learn 10 SinTif when they heOT ir on television”), author |.nrk 
Shaheen provides examples of stereotyping. He note? the tendency to picture 
the Arab at different times as extremely wealthy, cruel, stupid, oriented toward 
the use of terror, and generally unattractive. The stereotypic pattern which eatc- 
gnrixes whole peoples has thus put the Arab and bis religion in the rule of vil 
lain. Regrettably, Erik Barnouwjs probably correct when he states: 

Viewers feel That they understand, from television alone, whar : s going, on in the 
world. They uiicoii ie-.:>uslr look to it fot guidance as 10 what is important, g,s>.id, 
and desirable. lolL what is not. It has traded to Lis-j.:.lt Or overwhelm ether ntflu 
enna such at newspapers, school, church, gr.vidm.i, and grandpa, ir ha; breonv 
the ilHiner and rraasmirre-r cif society's valu(K-- J 

If this is true, we need to consider carefully SJiabcen's argument in another piece 
.hat asserts. L 'A negative, unjustifiable, and erroneous image of the A mb and his 
late :yle L-. offeiLcl Ity American viewers mi a Continuing basis. 

American television news has h«nn particularly vulnurnhli; tin accusations of 
unbalanced refxirtrng on matters dealing with Arabs and IsTatilis- In parr The 
situation has been due to easier access to news sotirces in Israel, where direcT 
satellite coverage is available. However, there is also the problem of U.S, Tele¬ 
vision news centers being in New York, where Israel is an important political 
and emotional issue. J ' As well, it is argued ih.si general American attitude; Lai nr 
COVelngL id the iicw 1 ., ns ABt.'v fitirve: Bell cumnnerited, ''I ca.ll ir the jiidiCncL 
laCLor m this taxi; a tremendous mtenevr in ami sympathy for Kravl. Ir', :l fac* 
:or in how editorial judgements arr made.'' NBC’s Steve Mallory jraemul ih.jt 
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rliH IJ.fi-. viewer is less interested in news ahmtt people with darker skins and 
"Arabs are the ptoplc you se« wearing kaffiyehs and riding camels, rigltrP And 
those ,infni your nei^hhors in California nr Kansas.'’' lb the extent chat these 
charge*. true, they buttressthe |Hiints rn&dr earlier regarding perceptions ol 
Islam influenced hy the Israeli issue and attitudes Toward rhe Third World in 
general- 

‘ I hi e attern of stereo typing has also been obvious in motion pictures, 
wJverht-j it be rhe romantic sheik of the IK20i, slapstick comedy Arabs of the 
postwar years, or adventure Alms located in a celluloid Haglidad. On the-either 
hand, we have also tern pro-Israeli movies such as ELvodW.s P C-am a Grant 
Shadow, and Judith. 

Thus, rise actions of Muslims have helped lo establish images of lskn: that 
emphasize intransigence, fanaticism, war-like behavior 1 , “Ibreignoess,'’ and 
antagonism toward modern democratic precepts. This ls nu hiLied upon an 
L-xtensive know! L-dge of tli l religion Itself hut upon I he pCrLcptmitv nf sttlf-iJen 
tilled pruieSsurS of the Mjrnii.' tilth, faltered through thfi media. IVCisperDeptinm 
uf IsLuin are generally nut due tn a natural antagonism, although former l’rwi- 
Jenr Carter Overstated the east! when he said that, "We have the deepest respect 
and reveretiee for l.dam .md all those who share the Moslem fciicK-' .Vfor-S prop¬ 
er ly, there a™ steieotypiral images based upon limited knowledge sit" unfami rar 
cultures, 

Agaipsi this background of generif ignorance and pne-fotmed ideas, it is not 
surprising disc the American public finds ir difficult to understand rfie current 
Islamic resurgence chat has manifested itself throughout the Muslim world. 
Given this nation's intimate involvement with the Iranian Islamic Revolution 
and the hostage issue, we can see several elements come into cite public percep¬ 
tion of the resurgence: 

L. To understand the American reaction to Islamic resurgence, it is necessary 
to recognize the images (huL have inllucnced its collective mind. Those who 
have appeared, in iHl- media professing one farm or another of‘Islamic resur¬ 
gence” Include: ninny who are identified n unfavorable terms. Among them are 

A.y :il j 11. ,l'i KhuiEUfLm lumeclf who has referred to Americans US ''devils” and lie.d 
their I'reiiple hostage; I.ihya's Colonel Qaddafi, charged with assassii'iariort 
attempts yn hii Opponents; rhnse responsible fur attacks on MuCCU U:rd U.fi. 
facilities in Asia; Those catling demonstnsrtiunA against this Cuimtiy in Iran; and 
th« alleged assassins of Anwp r Sadar. 

2 . Thnc is little knowledge of rhe resurgence outside of Iran and perh.ips 
JV.kistan, although there IS a vague iind^rseandmg thxt It is caking place rise 
where. Certainly, the movement in Indonesia and Malaysia is totally unknown 
outride the academic and corporstr communities. I ht; ptr-empriiig i if I he niuvC" 
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meni by liiLii insofar as lIii: media j:l concerned means that the Ayatullah 
Khomeini arid militants tend to defirte i hr resurgence (or the American pfinjilir. 

3, Comments hy Khomeini and the rhetoric of his followers have Ird Am-“r- 
kans to view the resurgence -is fanaTica! or extremist- misting otlier elements 
in ihe movement. 

4. There is a tendency ro believe that the Mamie revival is reactionary in its 
entirety. Pictures of w uaieii in Lraditiuiial dress, rhetoric attacking furuig.u 
investment and Western culture, and demands tu cleanse elements r>f modern 
morality, si I provide a picture thaT dominates the media, Americans. ate gener¬ 
ally unaware of rhe complex mosaic of beliefs in the movement;, particularly 
misunderstood is the desire of many “fundiamenuJists” to modernize with in a 
religious context accepcable to the indigenous culture and not to launch a mod 
ern klnmicijetS E.uddite movement." 

'1 o conclude- this chapter has attempted to *lunv that the average American's 
views of Islam arise our of a. brief and at times inaccurate description of ihe 
religion and its adherents presented in the schools. Beyond this perhaps murky 
picture he is influenced not by dclii lit ions u-f what Islam as a religion preaches, 
hut by what he sees acted nut hy groups and individuals identified as Muslim. 
Locking sufficient keys from lii* history, education, and the media as to why 
these serious are taking place, the citizen reacts to events. Thus, be secs the cost 
of Living rise due to what hLs government says are unreasonable OPEC (read 
A rah,■ price increases, the long Arab Israeli conflict in which the Arabs are char 
■iL-reTJaed as militarily incompetent and prone to terrorism, anti, rnosr recently, 
-a self-declared Islamic Revolution which has imprisoned bis diplomats. end-an¬ 
gered. bis investments, and called his country criminal. 

It would be improper to end with this bleak picture, for changes are appar¬ 
ent. Tilt news media have show n a greater peuLhant lor even kaiidedritss ia the 
Ar.ih-Israeli dispute! Sadat’s overtures created a favorable image of a devout, 
t rile rant Muslim interested in peace; Arab .Americans have launched 3 campaign 
to pressure the networks regarding Arab stereotypes; and, with it all, the Iranian 
Islamic Revolution made Americans more acutely aware, and to a degree more 
knowledgeable, iif ihe mle of Islam as si religion and a.v a political force. As 
well, a is umber of private ami government organizations have stepped forward 
to attempt to educate the general public on the basics of Islam. These have 
included Such diverse groups as ihe National Committee: In Honor ihe Four¬ 
teenth Centennial of Islam wilh its large budget and prestigious f»i turds, I lie 
Hartford Seminary, the International Communications Agency, and various 
U.S- corporations and universities. It would be- comforting but inaccurate to 
state That tire wall of past igncurajiee has Intuit destroyed, but, without doubt, 
some major cracks have appeared. 
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Renewal and Reform 
in Islamic History: 
Tajdid and l si ah 


JOHN O. VOI.l. 


CcviatenipGrairy resurgent Islam contains new elements, bill, it also has deep routs 
in the Muslim historical experience. Some Islamic organirations may ho new, 
and contemporary movements may nor haw direct institutional connections 
with p.ist -groups- Howcvlt, the cmiitLinpnraTy activities tjjf Islamic renewal 
reflect a longstanding and continuing dimension of Islamic history. k is, of 
course, Important to understand rht particular conditions of individual groups 
and then specific experiences, In g&lirinn, it is of gTf.it importance to he aware 
rtf the broader Ishrme historical curirext within which these movement! oper¬ 
ate. The historical heritage provides at least some of the symbols and cuncepis 
available for Muslims in the contemporary icsiugencc. In this way, even in the 
absence erf direct organizational continuity,, contemporary Muslim actions are 
■rjjiueii e^sl by the past tspe-nfinpfi Ilf rhe Islamic WOrlJ. 

I Two ol the great concepts in the Islamic vocabulary of resurgence are tajdid 
land islffh.' Tajdid is usually translated as "renewal'' and hitib as "’reform.' 1 
i oKKTher they reflect ■? continuing tradition ut" rev irali station erf Islamic faith an if 
practice within the hivtuiie Lore rnmiiLies of iVliL-Jims. It provide^ a bask for the 
conviction that movements of renewal arc an authentic part ot the working out 
of the Islamic revelation in history. Even when the terms tajdid and isfah are 
new explicitly used, the attitude and mod* nf faith to which they refer can still 
be seen. 

x.'i-t: r the centuries the specific meanings of tajdid and istah have changed, 
depending on the evolution of Islamic thought and the changing circumstance* 
of the Islamic community. In geueTal terms, however, there has ::-:e:i a OODti- 
nuity of mood that Lies behind ihc changing specifics of meaning, At its core, 
this hroad Tradatir^T of "faew^l-reforig represents the ind mdi:;iii and ciiimrm. n:il 
^fhjTt_Ji^dKlme^JshiTnclgar|2_aTiid^^<iX£rhciTlv_n^tKrm v i iJ Lio d r S TCveEaiicin tlS 
i*co idei.l iu :l-.c qjiani and Lhe curiums ui 5unnu ol tic r'Lopific-t Mu k.i mma,f 
is* recorded in the hadnh literature which describes his reported saving,-, and 
at/Linns.' Iu L'haiiilrcifc eirLumstanLtx and with .1:1 Term I ur.pl C JLiCitlS, Slid 
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as presented in die Quran and Sunna of the Prophet. 

Th* fiffort to bring communal and individual realities into line with the basic 
no nns .null valuta of the belief system is not unique to Islam. Howe vet, the spe¬ 
cific ways in which thU effort is manifested do have characteristically Islamic 
modes. The sources of the terms ixlsfi anti lajdui as names for this effort can 
give some indication of The way die “nenewalist" mode operates within Islam, 
Although the term isSah is frequently Translated as "reform,” the term and 
«.>: h< r rtLa! ed words have a strong sense of moral righTcousncss as well as a sense 
erf reshaping fur the sake ul improving effectiveness. Ilii» iMikx] is j*»xl of the 
usage rjf the trim am,] related winds i:i tlie Quran and helps to define the nine 
of'reform” within the Islamic tradition. k directly reared rothe task of 
the long line of God’s messengers whose works are described in the Quran i'he 
Prophet ShiLayb, for example, tells the people to whom he was sent: 4l [ warn 
only f.vJsfc tiI the extent of my ptiweis." 2 Those who work for islab, the tnitsii- 
fistn. are frequently [ t raked in the Quran, and they are described as hiritijt 
engaged in the work uf God- [‘heir reward is said so he sun (b. 7?|70X In this 
way, although the era of the prophets and their efforts is over, the work 
ul iiltit.', eighteoiii reform, continues as a part of the responsibility of believers. 
This TLliurn is nut .simply working for increased efficiency or prosperity, It is 
the effort to increase the righreini.-.rjess {if the' people. 

'd ajdid has sim i lar con notati tins nf faith fulness to Cnd s m elatutn I’he hasis 
for most Muslim discussions of taj-Jrd -is a tradition from the Prop het Muham¬ 
mad. He is repotted to have said, L: Cod will sentjo.chss urnttus .'the Muslim 



mujsddbbJi his saying of the t'Tophet has had many different interpreters who 
have disagreed over details, b'JT the basic rone is remarkably constant T he Mtts- 
Iiin community over time is seen as departing from the path defined by the 


dimension- iter rival, like reform, must serve rhe purpose of fulfilling God's will 
rather than human practicality alone. i " — "' 

This inode of revitalization has certain necessary characteristics. In particu¬ 
lar, it h bused in ;1 special way Upon a tense ul kiiuwlrdgg of the will of lVl 


divinity. Ifiak :md rcj'Jivi are modes of "reform” that start frijm a ha.vio standard 


thar is believed to be permanently available to the believers in an unchanging 
form. In Islam, tltis standard lor judgment is the Quran and tlie Hunna of the 
Prophet. Knowledge ol this standard is gained :>y examination ul these funda¬ 
mental suurcLS. Ill is is different frn:n subjective awareness bused List personal 
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intijitiLin ur ilium illation. In u profound icnsc, nltth and tajtiid .n modes of 
reform are scriptural rather chan illuminaticitiisr. 

A corollary of ihis scriptural basis, es that iitab and tanlid arc motfes of 
reform that Jo not depend upon a concept of "progjM ^" 1 for their validity. Th« 
perfect model is already available in the revelation, '['lie purpose of the nta/^d- 
(Jkis or the ■khsMjmij is nnr m perfect rhe model, iT is to implement an already 
ex isting ideal, These reirewer-reformeTS nr? Thus not messiafis or apocalyptic 
figures corning at ehi end id rime anti human history. hile there are messianic 
figures in the trad it i tint of Islam, their anticipated rule is to bring in the last 
days., while the actions of (hr run.wet rcLu riner jtl clearly in rhe realm uf his- 
tatital heir a it experience. 

T3it sense of having a complete model and of tl*c historicity of that model is 
strengthened lay the recogjiition of the practice or Sunna of tlie Prophet as a 
basic source of guidance, '] he Prophet is believed to feave established a com¬ 
munity which is a model for how the revelation is ro be applied in human soci- 
ery, In tins context, one may strive to creare a society using the Prophet's com¬ 
munity as n model, but this isitrb is a process of restoration and renewal, not 
one of seIf-eonsrions inmivuhiin. The renewftr and reformer is unr compelled 
to tu create the timet coniluiom uJ the firs- Islamic Century, hut the process iif 
ta/did-tslcih is inspired by i he example uf a pasL experience rather than impelled 
by a hope for a future utopia. 

This special role of the experience of Muslims during the period of the 
Prophet s lifetime is well defined by a modern Muslim reformer in this tradi¬ 
tion, iayyrd Qutb. J le traces, 

Thai was a remarkable period, a sublime summit, an exceptional gene-raritisi of 
men, .1 bright beacon. It was, .is we hive said, decreed. and willed by God, sn iliar 
this unique image might be cnjftcriiksted in the ritiiaiians uf real lire and recourse 
might later lx hud to :t, in order to repeat it within the limitations of human 
Capauly .' 1 

'J'his early era of tlghtSQtiS exptdfenttf jets the chnllen^a tn suhsittpKfnt guneru- 
(iolis ul humans and it is in this challenge that iht 'jiir.t and Luslt uf iilitli and 
tajdid arc defined. 5 ayyid Qusfo said, “The fact is that this period was nor the 
resu It of an unrepeatable miracle; rather it wat the fruit of human exertion made 
hy the firur Muslim community. It can be achieved whenever that exerrion is 
again nude .’ 1 J n its special effort is the heart of the tradition.' uf ixlah and tu.'drcl 
1:1 the Islamic eoiSamuiuly. 

The main foundations of this renewalisc tradition remain remarkably eoti- 
stanc I he great effort is co continue tire work of righteousness and submiss-itm 
nr find's will. . his w;ls ns mission of the mtc.drf?u>i dusenhed in tli£ Quran and 
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[hr giwl of ittab after ihe days of the Prophet Muhammad. It is an rfforf of 
sodu moral construct ion or reconstruction making use-of a normative standard 
found in Else Quran and the bunna of eke Prophet. This standard is independent 
from the changing historical conditions and specific contexts and it is available 
as a criterion to be mKed by lenewers as a standard for judging rhe value of 
existing conditions and institution*. Although [he guardians and interpreters of 
tins special standard mighr heeums .an elit*!, the fact that the Quran was 
recorded in permanent form arid available tti all meant that It Cttllld he used as 
a basis fin a profound criticism id ,»cii am eLite arid its Otgantaatiiins as well a* 
Other social mStitcltlims. 

The hatii Standard of judgment which inspires Ishtnr.C ttUstrr. and renewal 
■nay not depend upon particular conditions of time or place. However, the spe¬ 
cific lonns tliat tajdid and tsterb tal<c do reflect the nature of the society in which 
they anc undertaken. Thus, while cJic effort to bring society into conformity 
w iih the norms defined hy the Quran and Sunn a is, in general terms, a constant 
clement in the tajdid-islab tradition-, the role of the mustihstn and mttfoddids in 
any given serial cnureiti: will vaiy, Over the centuries, ass a result, [hr contextual 
significance of the effort of rnorsd renew-ai has changed ami twilved- 


mNTI N E N IVCJ T1 [EMES [X TAJ1J] D- ISLA] [ 

The renewalitt tradition In Islam is a special style or mode nf dealing with the 
faith, particularly as it Involves the life of the believer 1 within the Muslim com¬ 
munity. The long term continuity of this mode of IsLam can be seen by exam¬ 
ining three themes which appear in the manifestations of t^jJid-isfstb in the 
major eras of Islamic history-, both pre-modern and modem, l hey are: J) the 
tall for a return to, or a strict application of. the Quran and the Svnua of 
the Prophet;. 2j the joxercion of the- i ighr uf independent an a lysi* (iftthad} "if the 
Quran and the timun m this apedicatinn, nSfhei than having, hi rely upin and 
imitate tin opinions nl ihc prKCertimg gertemlmris of thi IMurnftl iukii ir [slam 
(which Is called tmjlrd’!; and, 31 the reaffirmation* of the auihenrieity and unique- J 
ness of the Quranic experience, in contrast to other Islamic modes of §yntk£&i/ 
and openness, 

Ab’frrrti to tbs- QstTiSts Pfld thc$unn&. '['he first decades of the Islamic era were 
a unique time- I hry were the ye-ata nf the lifetime of The Prophet Muhammad 
and In'- -mmedipte rompan ions. In this period and the years following, not only 
was tht necotd nf revala tuim. to MAikiH-nimud hilly recorded, hut there was a I Shi 
a beginning nf (he recording ol the scaremeaus .inJ actions of the Prophet m 
various situations. These reports, or hadiths, assumed increasing importance in 
the minds of Muslims as guides for faith and behavior. They were seen as debit- 
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■ib^ I ho Sunni Or practice rtf Lhe Prophet. H liwuvtt, during che litST CenTLiry and 
a half, rhe process, of had it Is gathering and jcconJirig, was still developing, It wj* 
nw imril well into the second century chat formal and organised collections of 
had it h bt.tr. an to hi; cuin^ilcJ and the study of hadirii began to bean organ iacd 
discipline. In this % clic works of Muhammad al-Shafii £l.1(b-lfH A.It f767—91t) 
A.Djand Ahmad ibn Hanhal (164-241 A. H./780-853 A.D.] in analysis and the 
great collections of hadith, The most famous of which was compiled by .VIchant- 
mid ;lI Bukhari (]94 -2.Sf> A.H./S3IJ-S70 A.I),), meanT th,ir by ehe end of the 
Lhirdl [sfau'iic CCilLUiy, tliCrC iViS a forma], generally .iLceptcil burly of traditions 
thar could be used by Muslims for guidance. 1 

Before ibis rime there were men nm-d grumps who Insisted on no compromises 
in adherence tn the faith. 1 he.Mf rigorism Hid not have 3 fully developed corpus 
of rules and Organised precedents to serve as a rallying point for their mil, As 
a result, they moved in the direction of simple asceticism, like Hasan ai Rasri/ 
or in t he direction of deveHoping rheir own body of organized thought and rules 
that he-gan tii diverge froir rhe mainstream of Muslim thought and life, as hap¬ 
pened with the £.h.iri|iies. f 

By the beginning u-f the third Maimr century s Lhe perceptions ut the life of 
the Prophet had become sufficiently codified foe teachers like Ahmad ibn Han¬ 
ted to rail for 3 strict adherence to the Quran and the Srrnna of the Prophet,' 
He Criuld reject rhe cjulier a lr£rn.iti vrv of simple personal opinion and other 
methods and 111 criticised lucal traditions ed practice and legal !merpnrtaiions 
that had dcs'doped in the various parts of the Islamic world. 

Strictly speaking, renewal and reform movements are not possible unrill a. 

bjiKSL- trn.d[tirin is formulated. '' With the presence of .in established ciannn of the 
Quran and Lhe Surma, it became possible to use that canon as a standard by 
which to radge contemporary events and practices, It provided a basis for dfons 
tn purify Islamic society and could be mod a? a !ha?i* for reacting pcssc-prophetic 
Customs and formulations. The e>:isLenCf uf this haaie sluudard of jnd^-nciiL 
makes it possible to issue a call Cot re-form mg society on the basis of the estab¬ 
lished scriptures The early stria asceticism and sectarian rigorism were part of 
the priiuns trf the original formative effort*. Howuyut, Otice the Quran and lhe 
Sunn* became lolly defined as a basis fot judgement within ait established Mus¬ 
lim community, the spirit and mood that had originally led ro sectarian rigorism 
•ind asceticism could provide the mntiviiriOn for tiidh and Idjdid. 

Since ihe ninth century iA.D.i. rite call foi a return to a stiict application of 
the Quran and the Sunna has been heard in different areas and in varying forms. 

I hr .il'cl jitiiiiLe of the Quran and Surma Li Certainly the idcntiJybig feature of 
the Islamic community as a whole. However, from Time to time, men and 
groups emerged who dents tided a particular hind Ilf adherence In the Quran 
.iad the Stuina. The “laiiewahsts” insisted on a more litoral interpretation and 



AND FlfOXM IS ELAMlC Hti YQft Y 


3? 


application [hart c3ic general community did t heir ugorism was recognis 
distinctive by their contemporaries in a^l ages- 

This rigorism mwi fiLquunLLy mamfevted iiuflf m vppusitM.:n tr> practices 
CiTnent Th .society. Tfil ciilJ fur Louie cnariy I y in is in this content: uppii- 

sirion to the hclief that iL was j specially pious act to visit lcm:lI)> of major men 
nf the faith, prohibition of consumption of intoxicating beverages, imposiiion 
nc" Quranic punishments for certain crimes, and oriier specific regulaliens, In 
broader Terms, mHjfldd'tds were recognized as bring more llteralisr in rheir inter¬ 
pretations and less likely to utilize symbolic or esoteric interpretations of rhe 
Quran. Over rhe centunes, the emphasis 1ms varied, depending upon the partic¬ 
ular circumstances- Often, ns in the lilvc of Ihn Taimiya (hfil-72fi A.H./126Z— 

112.7 A.D.I ami the Wahhabis in the eighteenth century, there was stnong np|) 0 * 
si-tnm to practices which the general population accepted as Islamic, hut fur 
which the reit ewer-reformer found no justification in the Quran, cw Suttna." 
Pcipabt religion was thus a common target. At other times the target would be 
the whole structure of the Islamic establishment, Ahmad ibn Har.bal battled the 
learned men supported by rhe caliph Urtiman dan Do die in mneteenih-ceptury 
WesT Africa opposed whaf he saw as s politico-religious establishment char was 
lax to rhe point or infidelity. 11 A third basic rargrr was innovation inspired by 
rhr practices and ideas Ilf non-Islamic civlllzjirions. While rhe ("ireel: philosoph¬ 
ical tradition tanne til play an important mla in th h Islamic experience, there 
wltl always some who mistrusted tin., tradition and Opposed its implication*. 11 
Similarly, ut modern tunes, while many leaders accept Western teclirncpiiei and 
ideas, there ate always chose who believe that these mean, at times at least, a 
departure from the path of the Quran acid the Sunna. M 

Whether against popular Islam, '‘establishment Islam, or an Islam of syn¬ 
ch rsiE^ the taidid-idflb response it similar: the Muslim, as individual and as part 
of a community, must adhere in a wrier and relatively literal way to the Quran 
and Sunna of the Prophet- Anything that work* ngainsr or dilutes thnr 
adherence appmuchev ungrateful unbelief and needs tu be I'hnnriared by the 
processes Hjf tdjJnl arid iilab. 

Tbs irrcci 1 fu» The call to direct adherence to the Quran and the Sanaa 

has a bas.c corollary. If these two arc tin: essential and pc fleet sources for judg¬ 
ment and guidance, other sources of advice may be helpful bur they do nor have 
to be followed. Authorities other than rbe Quran and rhe Sunna can, and if they 
htv associated with practices that art being opposed, should be rejected or it 
least ignijred- The Ter.ewL'r-nt'fonner jren^rplly has claimed the right to rn^ilie 
his own judgment based direedy ori an independent anjilysiii of the Quran acid 
the Su.nn.a_ TIlc ttiiiftfddid has not fell bound by the interpretations and ideas of 
rhe teachers and schools that emerged after the rimes of the Prophet and Lu£ 
companions. Thjs DToc^^nridegetidern^ajia|ysls2s called ijtibsd and is tradi-^J 
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tion-ally seen .is the opposite of taqlid the foilwing of the views arid Tidings of 
earlie r feathers. 

/ Although illdividuub Lhrougliout I:-, lunik history have claimed CO he wujtdh- 

[>di (rightful pracririoncts of sltihad], foe snost cd the Muslim world, taqlid tame 
to he the generally accepted method for analysis. As a inode-rn Muslim scholar 
explains. Muslim teachers warm'd To give due care and attention to the faith. 
Whiii '‘jurists became upprLheimvt lust muffiL'ienc people should practice ,vti- 
bad, they closed the door ot Legal deduction upon themselves un.l rim ye who 
came after them.'"* 

An exam pie of the defense of taqlid can he seen in a legal opin ion _.ii 
Lady in the Twentieth century in Pimisia: , ' l lt is generally admitted that, ever 
since the ci.uiil.LuUmi id Liic doctrine id Islan hy the four gTt.it orthodox imams, 
this door Lof iftibad\ is closed and char Muslims must conform their opinions 
itriccly to the opinions eirameraetd by these imams, without seeking. in active 
by nf their own reasoning aT a personal opinion about die tenets of 

IsEam.’ It should he- notucl that this is not true? for Muslims in the hh]|i;( lr?1- 
ditiojl. In OuiLLtOst CO lliC mujujiLy UT Sunisi Muslims, the Shia Muslims heliEVL 
char the community receives continued direct guidance through Lhe ijiibad of 
•special readier? in each age, Thus, within Shia Islam there has not been the same 
style of claim rr> i/t&zrf nr The same form for rhe issue uf taqlid as in the Sunni 
world." 

Within Sunni Islam, however, ijlthad was an important po.it of the ideas and 
imerhodology of tajdid and tslah. Early ren ewers in the days of the formal ization 
of Islamic thought, 111c r Ahnmd ibn I lanhal, were generally recognized a? 
engaging legitimately in ijlihad. Hu was the lair of the great founders in the era 
ot "the lour great ortltodox imams. 1 ’ However, the claim m Lie a legitimate 
mujtsbid soon became both a cause for dispute and a hallmark of major majad- 
drds lor those aspiring to rhnT rank). For example,. Ibn Taimiya was recognized 
!>y his students as a mujtabiil. K A mrxiern renewali.st has said that Ihti Faimiya 
“Was not simply bold in rc jeering stogiiacu taqlid^ but lie was, even more, an 
example in tIic practice of rjri&W. 1 ” 1 Ac the same rime, an opponent said chat 
Ibn t'iiimiiha hail isnlahid himsidr frnm Islamjir communiry by bis ''inven¬ 
tions ' which run euuuLCr to the basic consensus of the community.'' Sim ila ily, 
in the fifteenth century, Jalal aJ-Din al-imynci mode his ability to exercise ifti^ad 
a pari of life self-description ns n wjw/facMjcf Fot his century.” 

For fne person engaged m fj/did, qlilmd is lint simply Sri intellectual ejter- 
cise. It is the legitimizing basis for opposition to the existing conditions and 
in wifi it i cm* in a seeming'y already Muslim sjnriety. Wasmg his views directly rm 
the Quran arid rhe humm, he feels fret to chulluiige I he eumrnuilal eOftSeilSUi 
and institutional tradition. In the face of the demand to follow the decisions of 
rhe great medieval rhmker? as they had been ^ic-LLiptiid fiir renniries, Muhammad 
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al-ihawksm (1172-1250 A. H71758-18,14 a supporter uf i}t&,ni in 

Yemen, toulil say that LliCre is “i he pure |j:il;i of 'hi: Q □ran .nnl I he |.■ 11 tl- Sinin-J 
of the Ml.sslui'lj- ijI God/' and ''chcTO l& iLO third Like.- [bum. il TIh.v l<- an uflen- 
stntud I i ;'i i among the rcncwalist reformer^. 

The broader significance of claiming die right of ijtihad is- clear in the easts 
uf movements like The Sannsiyyah Taii.qa.lt and [he Wahhabis. The Sanusiyyah 
was established in The middle of the nineteenth ren™ry b}' Muhammad, ibn Ali 
aJ-Santis-i. This scholar from Kurth Africa developed firm renewalist convic¬ 
tions- ilis claim ti> ijtihaJ brought him into sharp conflict with some of The 
most pComment ..•,i,ir!i:: "i.'atjhhsfuricrit*. 1 c>C ill.-. (Liy. In Ojirn, fi.it eynm pie, he 
c.:in.-iked with the scholars of al Av.h.it. purltups llie litsL known hilamit' educ-il- 
tiiirual center of the time. He rejected theif inflexible conservatism and rixid 
.jlIIil rente to opinions of earlier schoLar5. :H 

The Wahhabi case shows char iftihiid is not just a challenge to existing con 
scrvativc elites. Iftihad was tnainramed in a framework of rigorous fundamen¬ 
talist literalism by the founder, Muhammad ibn Abd a I-Wall hah, a scholar in 
ihe CLghTcenth-cctiiuiT Arabian Peninsula. However, even in this narrowly cir¬ 
cumscribed framework, the appeal to iitthsd could have major long Term sig¬ 
nificance. The Wahhabi ” insistence on The righT of ijtihad (independent think¬ 
ing) and their condemnation of fj. ii'iu' acted as a (Jirat li he rating frirt-e, and ■ . . 
has affected the temper of sub-sec nrnt Id am it developments iHirkifis mint than 
any other .1111 (tIl fattn r. ’ l ' 

In the twentieth LCrilury ill" ten In oology has sOmt: limes l1::i: ,i:k3 l:il 
debates an. utK always frained iti terms of ijtikii-J ami latfiid. However, men 
these tr-adiiiotial reruns remain frequently used. The vigor of die argument and 
die appeal to ifttbad can be seen in the statements of one of the major modern 
Islamic thinkers, Muhammad Abdtib, who was both a renewer and a modernist. 
Abduh argued that "(slam encouraged men to move away from «hei^ clinging 
attachment to the woHd of Their fathers and Their legacies, indicting as stupid- 
and foolish the attitude that always wants to know ivhar The precedents say-’ ^ 
Although the specific contest of Abduh’s presentation is the modem situation 
:ri which Muslim ihinker.* wbtl defending Islam iijpamxr the chariri* of being, 
stagnant, it shi m Id be el-cat that Abduli's attack im laiflui and advocacy of i)ti- 
Ikid reflect a longstanding elemciiL in efforts of ;&iah and iarfdid. He was not. in 
this, introducing a new element into renewal ist-refotm. 

People undertaking islah and tajdid in the twentieth century claim the right l 
to retu rn d i rettly to the fundamental sou rccs o-f Islam, the Imuran and the Sun n?- I 
i nteT iintcrpretationSare iwt considered binding and are often nfjectrcl. Pew, fur J 
example, call for the full reconstruction of the medieval political .vystein Of L*:i C 
caliphate, although that was an issue in (hr lfUlfct. Few insist that the medieval 
Legal rulings must ho accepted in the later medieval forms. As iti the past, this 
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mode of Islam represents a challenge to many established social a mJ intellectual 
traditions. 

U should ha df .ir. :ll Lua.it as a resole of noting The- emphasis on jjtihjrf, that 
ttifdtd and rilab ait DOt ''traditionaliSt’ Or '"con Serva rive’ modes of Fclonvc 
experience and actinide, [lie- revivalisr-re former is more lihely tin criticize and 
attack cresting, lnscininnn-s and cuaramfS than he is to support than. It sbuukl 
nnc he surprising ilinf organized movements created by mitfaddids have been 
system challenging, often with rcviiLuc ionary oiiri.ioqiirTn-e* F he transformation 
of the socio-political scene in We&t Africa by tlit Fulani phad of Flrhmm d.m 
Kodio, or in the Arabian Peninsula by the movement of Muhammad Lbn Ahd 
al-Wahhab, or so Libya in the nineteenth century by the Saniisiyyah provides 
ill iiminatiTig perspectives.'' 

I his aspect i»l ttifdid is nltLii uvcrliiulcuJ. in twerttiL-th-Century analysis, Out¬ 
side observers sometimes become confused or describe ir as paradoxical when a 
pro-up within the ta'fdid tradition appears to be revolutionary rather than con¬ 
servative '] lhis can he seen, for example, in discussions of rhe Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood m rhe I 9.30h nml 1941 lx which express inrpnxv at the socially revolution - 
;irv program of rhe Brothers, i it iii analyses ni the- Libyan revolutionary rcgiine 
alter 1969 that sec the regime as being “paradoxically" both ‘''radical" and 
“reactionary/" Others arc surprised that a great Islamic university like al-Azhar 
in Cairo is not iti- the forefront of tiny fundamentalist movement m Kgypr, 
nil hough historically such 'establishment' institutions have mure lifted been 
the object of revivalist attack than Lhey have been the center of support for 
ten cwalisi-ref ontii sra. 

The "paradox’' is resolved by viewing such contemporary currents from the 
perspective uf rhe broader context of iajdfd and rWab in Islam. This mode nf 
Islam is willing to use the Quran and hu.no j as a standard by which, to judpc 
traditional and current institutions and, when they arc found wanting, to 
oppose them 1 hi* iitihxd does not necessarily mean pn jpemp to retreat? rhe 
conditions of rhe seventh-cent ury Arabian Peninsula. Fven the most naive 
rcncwer goes beyond iliai. What rhis i}tibsd means is using individual effort to 
apply the- Quran and rhe buttna to existing conditions- i hos, President Qaddsfi 
in Libya can support a strict appLic.it: mi nf rhe Quran, noting that any attempt 
to draft law for society outside of the so meet oi religion and tradition Lind 
“religion embraces tradition" 23 ) ""is invaJid and il logical,' 1,1 * and yet have the 
actual political system proposed he quite different from Existing models nmdc 
i mwit .vidc I he Islamic tradition. 

f The tajdid-isLb luaditiuii in Islam thus usually not only calls fnr a return to 
rhe Quran and rhe Stinna, it alsn claims the right of ijiih&d, with the pnssihlc 
rejection of exist lug instini Linns and traditional iitLCrpiYUdriOilS. These two 
dimensions of tajdid provide the basis for a potentially revolutionary tyi*i of 
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thought or movemtnrthat, ar the sam-r time, remains rooted within the 
perspective rather than attempting to "go beyond”the fundamental sources of 
Muslim inspiration, 

fotaffirmfitimi nf Aniharttictty. The hnSie frimiwH'itk fur the rra- 

■:!ituiTi rhe cirutiaini.ng rfiaftlrmiCion ol the UmquenCSft and auLli enhipt-y of ri( 
Quranic, This involves mailllaiiln:£ a Special mood ;md cib&eTvi spe¬ 

cial limits hcyund which the rtHtjudiiiii will not go in though l or action. The 
Quran jnd die Sumia are maintained as the authentically complete and uniter 
sally applicable guidance from Cod! for man. In this context, fjtihad may be 
necessary in order to determine the proper application of the Quranic message 
_ii changing, circumstances, but this, in the tradition of tGjdid-islahj need not, 
and must not, involve borrowing from noEi-lslamlc traditions as a way of add¬ 
ing to basic Islamic prineiplvs- 

Jn this position the tajciid-’itiah mude L'iin hr di-,ti1.iidled from other great 
modes ot Islamic r:iprt:-,Kimi by thr degree of williri^nir.'.S tn ucLqjt or migajtK in 
[j;-irat Lid turn I Syntheses in a Conscious way. Ell the gr&tl interactions of cultures 
;iml civilisations that have occurred within the history ol Islam, Ufdiil-tilah 
efforts have opposed syntheses that risked undermining the special Quranic 
foundation of Islamic society. This is in contrast, for example, ro the more con¬ 
templative mystic mode of Islam, in which there is a greater conscious willing¬ 
ness to recognize the universaliry of authentic religious experience. The mystic 
mode thus tends to create rather than oppose syntheses . 1 ' 1 

Other contrasting modes might be the preservationist mode of a conservative 
religious establishment, In this mode one finds a high degree of toleration for a 
vanity of non-Mama-c practices in the- lift- nf nilera and -he general population. 
Throughout much of Islamic history ihis ^latiludinarian interpretation of the 
nature of an Islamic society' has been held by many of even the representatives 
of die learned tradition In Islam . 1 * 1 The tacit assumption seema normally to ho 
that anarchy, or challenge to existing institutions poses a g*c-atet danger than 
tolera nce for divergences from a stricr application of Islamic rules. 

Another contrasting mode might be that of the rulers, where again rhe meth¬ 
ods of accommodation and toleration are used. Consciously or unconsciously, 
eyen very religiously oriented nders util Lit; technique* and approaches rhat are 
not Islamic in origin."! he result is often a fruitful and dynamic synthesis pro¬ 
ducing a itew Islamic framework, hut one which might lie opposed by cIlC 
renewaliet-jel uj mcr who insists oil the unique and universal authenticity of rhe 
Quranic message, 

One way of noting rhis is ro ,,-ottrve matched pairs of these modes as they 
interact in rhe context of Muslim history - One of the great and continuing dia¬ 
logue-- within the Islamic historical experience has been, between the aiitheuliC' 
ity-cmph asking tliilwuIIsLs and the mute uit! venial ist reptesentatives ol Islamic 
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mysticism. 1 lie piLi:ij of these 11 i>^-li-Ls was Lximfmrlrmitivt'ly defined in rhe 
works of Muhyi ai-L>in Ibn al-Arabi (560-6 3% A.H./U65 1240 A.D.ji. Itm ;il 
.Anbi\ mysticism sire"* the divinity ns fypirssfd in many forms and docs not 
limit chi: expression of that divinity in tmi leliipruis nad-ifion Thus, M tfcr mys¬ 
tic's Cod can obviously be neither Muslim nor Christian, Ruddhi-vt, Jewish i« 
pagan.”-'" 1 This thinking provides the basis for a profoundly open,, syneretisric 
mysticism rh.ir was frequently th-s object of retiewa ist concern. 

In the curly years of the dialogue between this type of mysticism and the 
rencwalisni, Ibu TaLniihu daslied with the followers of [bn J A rah;. This dash 
can also be seen in the experience of later tenewalists like Ahmad Sirhindi in 
Mughal India and rKe se^'enteenrh-centuiy Sourheasr Asldh renewal isr, Abd al- 
Rnjtf nl-Sinkili. 1 ' A recent ndhrCTHin t>f rhi 1 . Inngvtaitdinif debate on Ihn .d-Arahi 
can he soeri in the rejection of books by Ihn al Arubi on the parr of Eslnmic 
fundamentalist students in Egypt itt J 978-79* and lire resolution of tlit Egyptian 
People’s Assembly in February L!^, which banned writings by Ibn al-Arabi 
from general rireuUmon- An d | ir-rtr.nn vr pair mdicflcing the tajiii(l-ishb and 
"mystic; ' modes i v thj.i Ihn Taarmya vs. [hit a I Ansbi and the interaction liolwcrp 
their intellectual heirs. 

There -.ire other pairs which show the contrasts between, tajdid-iilah and 
other Islamic modes. Among These are Ahmad Sirhlndi in India -against the syn¬ 
cretism id the Mogul ruler Alchar; h Muhammad ihn Abel aJ Wahhabi against 
ihe champions ol popular religious customs in the eighteenth-century Najd;" 7 
Urhman dun Fodio against the venal ulatna and the semi-pagan rulers of West 
Africaor Muhammad Ahmad, the Sudanese Mahdi, against a corrupting, gnv- 
emiP^nt and also pciqjialxiT religious customs. 

In more recent times the tradition of lajdtd-isiab can be seen lit twcntLcrli- 
century Egypt in the opjosiriesn of die Muslim Brotherhood ro secular socialist 
and liberal Islamic modernist trends,** It is well illustrated in the early opposi¬ 
tion id Abu a I-A la. Mawdudi tn the Pakistan movement and his later oppo:-,;Lam 
to many of rhe governments m independent Pakisrsii.' 11 

In these and many ocher social and historical contexts, people wiihin the 
mode of tayiitS Ly&b have worked to create a society bused on a ngin ms appli 
cation of what they believe to be the essential hcuit of Lhc Tslamic message. This 
has involved a self-conscious alertness to the possible dangers of diluting rhe 
f.slamic message as presented in the Quinn and rhe Sunm. In rhrs. visible Syn 
creLism and xdoptu.iu of Ideas and methods clearly originating from outside the 
historical Islamic experience have been rejected fn place of such actions. r"h« 
fa.'Jr.J’Ai'jJ? mode vugortnidy affirmv that the Quran and rJin Purina are complete 
as guides for humanity and they apply in all times and places. While it may be 
necessary, in the view of the renewal ist, to exercise informed peTHnn.il judgment 
in unulyiLtig the Quran jilJ the Suunu. the* ijtihttii, lci La, legitimate, is to be 
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solely in interpretive -rttorr rather Than an effort ro supplement an already com¬ 
plete guidance: framework. This reaffirmation of the authentic completctiess of 
tIic ■Quran and rhr Sunna is ths third chanieteTistte element (if t&jdid-hiaf?. 


CONCLUSION 

In the con temporary period, at tIic beginning of the fifteenth Islamic century, 
the tajdkLittah tradition has a special meaning and relevance. In the great dy na- 
mism wirhin the Islamic world, which has h«rn cnllrcf the ‘'Islamic resurgence' 
in The 15)7115, The themes nf the renewaliar tradition rni: _ y;e as significant in 
country after country- I he distinctive conditions of Ciintcinprimry modem 
(Trail}' “post-modern' bec.-msi of tliu new cicC-urnStimCei of global societies and 
i nremetions) society provide productive Opportunities lor reform an I he ISiditl- 
sllilh style. 

The global context of the last quitter of the twentieth century is in many 
ways specially suited for the rc-cmergcnce of the renewalist Islamic tradmon. 
The "resurgence of [slain ' is, at least in some of its aspens, a utilization of tones 
and symbols that have deep roots within the Islamic tradition, I'hss does not 
mean that Islamic movements are inherently 'conservative” or "reactionary.’' 
On The contrary, iT means That a long-standing revolutionary or revitalizing tra- [ 
diticm within Islam is Swing mote fully reactivated. — 

I here are Kpecific aspeety the pOSt‘modem social and global contest which 
pnivi.de direct dpeiunjpi fi it ta'dai-iilar} nMiveiriCnt.-.- The first of these i.’, tho I 
growing attention tut a gh'ihal scale to the LiSii.es of morality in society. In many 
arcus and cultures this requires the creation of a type of movement that tuhs 
counter lo longstanding modes ol operation. En the United States, for example, 
activist move in cuts of social morality, at least at rimes, clash with the self-per- 
ccived Tradition of the ''separation of church and state. lhK In other areas, rhe 
activism of Uuddhisr monies has appeared to be a departure from long traditions 
of pacifism and political quietism , 43 

Within Islam, however, rhe calls for rhf creatum of a moral economic order 
based on divine revelation Or (he rejection of the so-called '"value: free social 
sciences' are resuiiailt with the lougs-lauding moral dimension of the Siljdid- 
ielah tradition, Wi Lhin Islamic conuiv.inines. in other words, the symbols anl 
conceptualisations of this increased awareness of die demands of morality are 
already in eHisremce and can be utilized by contemporary activists. 

’] h« continuing Themes of The tajdid tilph tradition themselves are of a char¬ 
acter to appeal Til rh« contemporary murid. In particular, there are two different 
S'dcs to Lhe pust-modern inoud that often clash ur represent contradictory ele¬ 
ments in various societies. These two sides me the desire rci create institutions 
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and modes rtf uetitVn Lhjt h jvL authenticity and firm ffli.rudarions in m?3n;llgfLll 
i«3cAEicics t and alto ehc unwiliingjicss m accept existing ftu-muiiitiuns or tincli- 
riotial ones; without xadical questioning. Usually rite t,Lrivi:ig for authenticity 
involves a tea re ept a. nee iif some traditional expression while rlic critical mood 
rejects j ll h acceptance. 

Er this contexts the critical mood becomes, in iht extreme cases, the nihilistic 
anarchism of some of the terrorist organizations of Europe. At the same time, 
The swrh ror amhe-nt inty hronmi-s x ftsm of rigid [JPO-COnscivaiism that 
rejects, in its extreme fotItl, inly Critical scientific thought, or it may become a 
punitive ritualism in support of the state and in opposition to modernist liheml 
elements,, as it did in the ease of the authenticity movement in Chad. The issues 
are real hut the available cultural or itlwnhigiral vocabulary in many soc. cries is 
limited. 

Within Islamic suciCUcS, U:l Idfdid-tSlfitr tradition provides u lung- shisriri-.; 
mode of reaffirmation of aurfienticity At the same time, this same inode rep¬ 
resents a critical exercise of independent judgment in dealing with existing 
insrinititmv. I he combitied Themes in rise Islamic tradition of ta/fiid iflak of the 
claiming rtf the riph.l of itlibaci while reaffirming the authentic sources provide.-, 
a set cl conceptualizaeions that is very helpful in the contemporary context. Et 
is, thus, noT surprising to find this mode of Islamic expression becoming impor¬ 
tant in recent years, 

It is important to remember that the ta/di-d-hlah tradition has never been a 
static one. I lie significant expressions of ibis [radiiion thut are most readily 
available to conrempcnaty Muslins ate those chat ace currently called ''funda- 
menTalist.” However, these are not the only possible way* of expressing this 
tradition. The curort ''funcLamf nr.rii.-en' has its norite in the eighteenth century. 
Lines of conceptual similarity can he ■drawn, for example, between the eigh¬ 
teenth-century Wahhabis and the twcnrieth^centuty Muslim Brotherhood even 
irhn-.igh there are no direct organizational connections between tSi« two mow 
l'rtsnts. It it tbs, fundamentalist structuring uf the Mfdid-iitah tradition that a as 
provided cojiccpcual aid to contemporary Muslim fevivaliws. However, there 
are signs that a new formtilarion of the tttjdid-iriak tradition may be em«rning. 
If it does, it would he in keeping wirh rne dynamic nature of the CriLtliti-Ori ttstlt. 

In Iran, fot example, there are many reasons fot the struggle between the 
Ayanillah Khomeini and the Mujahidlin-i Khalq. Tn the context of the history 
of renewalism in [slam, it is '|xifttihlt to say that one aspect of this StiUgglc is 
char, while both represent some aspects of the taidtd-rslab tradition, the Aya¬ 
tullah Khomeini is an a more established mode of funda m«ntali.on while the 
Mujahidin ure part uf iht process ul ihe didmiliuri rtf a 11 CIV Style of ttljdfd- 
wlab. 1 * Similarly, this same distinction might be made between th« established., 
fundamentalist piiHition, r.f trie th inkers uf rliL Muslim brulJi£tliC-od in Egypt 
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and the ideal of some one like Proiesaor Haasati Hanali of the Uni vctkilj-- uf 
Cairn, who is working so define an autheEitkally Islamic '"lec'i.' ,<l 

Regardless of" what form is takes in rhe future, iT is dear that the iajdid-iilah 
tradition remains a vital part of Islamic life. Working within the opportunities 
provided by tlie dhalJenges of post-modern society. tSie tajdid-islak Tradition has 
proven its continuing vitality. It continues to represent one of tlic dynamic 
dimensions of the Islamic experience. 
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Islam and the Search for 
Identity in the Arab World 

JOHN j;, DONOHUE 


Political events in the Middle Kmc chess pmc few yean; have pushed Islam to 
l'ihi Llt stage and set cKl audimiM astir. . he viL'tuniius return nr AyncidUh 
Khomeini to Teheran in. tally 1979 secme J to mark an ahrupc change in the 
logic and direct ion of events on the Middle Eastern scene. Observers and sehul- 
an; who had forgotten that Islam was in the wings waiting its chance suddenly 
liK&ari revising their theories. 

Khomeini iLprCSOntS the must dramatic entry tin the scene;, hut he wjs, m 
fact, a latecomer. Islamic actors were already on stage and active, though ilieir 
roles were much less spectacular. The troubles in Syria over rite place of Islam 
m rhe new constitution in 197$/ the attack on the .Military Col I esc in Cairo by 
the Party for Uariiu [.ihcmtum m 1974.' and the debate in Egypt u: i the uppli 
catiOt.ni of the shariah 1 were jusr some of the signs of n revitalization oJ Islam 
several years before Ayatullah Khomeini's name became a household word. 

Some would date the new vitality of Islamic actors from rhp defeat of the 
Arahs in tlieir war with Ur.sel in I9ii7. Certainly there was a marked meteuM; 
in religious observance among youth in Egypt following that war, and in the 
Arab Middle East, the Khartoum Summit of August !f?67 marked a fill m the 
fentunes of The "Arab Progressives” ?n their contest with Saudi Arabia arid its 

Islamic Ihmr Supporters. 

Criduutricdly. the rise in pitch of Islamic spokesmen in the area can be 
explained in part by internal politics and the astounding wealth generated by 
petroleum in the past decide- lr would be an error ro attTihute all tu these 
aspects, hue it would lie equally erroneous to iil^jIlcl them. The predominant 
motives ate more deeply rooted: they spring from the clash of cultures oi : as 
some would have it, of civiliT.ncions—a dash which is over a mitciry old hut, 
as yet, urireSOlvird. 

i Islam Isas always been a constant in Arab identity. The AVescera military 
is pen part cm of Arab Lands in the nineteen h and early twentieth century and the 
LbscquunL LiiLj'.sjLlirnLJLL uf industrial anil technological civilization have pro- 
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voltyd rh.i ngo. didoL or ii m, and repeated effort* to shape a OOntCiirpurary Arab 
3Jir-nrity. RjitlIv hu.v£ tiiLSC elTurL* iliglcCLCd Islam. A brtfif look :ll * tune til Lfei-C 
major attempt* dining ihc pas: century will make [his clear. Bui even more 
interesting is the presence of ihc Islamic element in the period following World 
War IE, A recent content analysis of Arab writings between 194:1-70 clearly 
indicates not only the presence of Islam in the Arab search for identity but also / 
the variety of configurations in which It is fmiml. 'The nuawees which rhis study 
offers give us a better perspective on present cesses and future pussibilitie*. 


HI&TOKECAL OVERVIEW 


The first contacts were relatively benign. Europe was an awesome but attractive 
model for Middle Eastern Muslims who voyaged abroad in the early nineteenth 
century. They were convinced tfiat certain European values end institutions 
integrated into the fabric of Islamic society would produce the progress neces¬ 
sary to give strength and prosperity to their flapping fortunes. One has only to 
rend Khayr pl-fiin'’ and Tahtowr to she that their turning to the West was in 
mi way a detachment from their Islamic convietii m>. 

Ry the end uf the nineteenth century, ihe chub had revealed it* real propor¬ 
tion* with the gradual dismeuihCTfriCril of the Only remaining Islamic empire, 
the Ottoman, by Western military occupation of Nocih Africa and F-S.yoi and 
the- loss uf “Islamic' territory io Western-supported independence movements 
in the Balkans. In l1lL=- context [anial al-Din nl-Afghnni made his apocal tot a 
rcditirmatiiuj of a true Islamic identity as the sole means, to resist the Western 
invasion, and Muhammad Abduls began his rereading ot hJarr. ro show eIl^t 
I slam was completely in harmony with modern civilization. 4 

But Islamic tdenrity while permanent is somewhat amorphous politically. 
Islamic identity in the form of loyalty ro the sultan-caliph at Istanbul prevented 
svritimenTs for Arab autonomy from developing into a political force for several 
ysaTs. The early formulations of Arab identity were thoroughly Islamic. Abd al- 
ftini man :il Kawakihi ivrhr most frequml-ly cited representative of tliis imeof 
thoughts: only the Arabs beta use: nf their pristine ties wirh Islam niuild r^Stsirt 
Islacri to its original vigor; the Turks, in facL, hnd deformed Islam. Then in TS'lti 
when Arab sentiment, aided by the political conjuncture, crystallised into the 
'Great Arab Revolt' 1 under Sharif Husayn and his sons, tlic official statement of 
grievances justifying the revolt was thoroughly Islamic. 1 

Ihe period of the mandates and the struggle for independence generated a 
variety nf Ineal urid regional 'mtitiunlisms" in which cultural and historical ' 
elements root precedence Over the religious in the atrempr tri' formulate the 
rationale for modern political entities. For [Linker* l:kc Rashid Rida and SLakib 
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Arslan 1 sliding from local nationalism to a son of pan-Islam ism presented mi 
problem- For others, Islam was one element among or hers in the constelLaritm 
which formed lijfypti an or Arab civilisation;, and in any case, fo t them, Islam 
Could nor furnish rhe bads for a linin temporary state. Christian Arab thinkers, 
fully rtiunjied m tin! A rah ren^iuiano;, neglected or played down rel igioui iden¬ 
tity as a divisive element, 

Wlion more reasoned fur mi; l.atinns of Arab Tinrionalism appeared in the 
194UU, Eelam was very much pnTl uf thu thouiy. hut won cast itv a subord mate 
-nle. For IVI ichel All. 1:3 tftuuth party! -JtisS Ahd al Rahman ahFiaiz.it, Islam is fun¬ 
damentally the Spirit id Arab natLtrfialLim.^ 

[ bus. l-vCn a rapid survey uf the than ksn. whose writ mgs have hoe. nne -.ran- 
diirc references for ilic development ol Arab iiuiunial <st thought indicates the 
persistence of [slam and ihc constant, Lbougli varied, rule it maintains in Arab 
thought. But ace these thinkers representative, or are they isolated examples 
withoaL resonance in Arab society at large? ti was with this question in mind 
that we set about sampling Arab periodical literature. 


THE CONTENT ANALYSIS STUDY 

[n an attempt to discover how the problem of Arab culttue and change was 
presented to the genera? Arab reading public* we established a coipifi of 3.-16 
articles selected from Arnh periodicals published between 19-15 and 19?||. I his 
corpus represents a sample of the Arab world inyluding North Atr.ivi. and ir 
also laLoqwmires three I eve s of readership: popular i.n.jj.., tff-Hjfa J and tll-Arah&\ 
tel igious (e.jp, Majailul dl-A^Jurr and Mtctulfal al-Ha)fi, and hilrlhvlual (e.jp. di- 
Kitiib and af-Adair). The twenty-five year .-.pan was broken into Lhree periods: 
1945-50,1955-60, and 1965-70, The articles studied represent a random selec¬ 
tion from all the articles on the subject uf Arab culture and change in the given 
periodicals during the three periods of rime mentioned. 

Themes on Arab and non-Arab culture were sifted out of these articles 
according to ? grid established by a pilot study. Three elements established n 
Thr ins: 11 .in attitude toward Arab Ot non-Arab culture Ipm, eon, tie i; trill with 
several nuances^ 2; ;ri aspect r.u element of culture ItlIi^hiil, tradition, politics, 
social structure, cieA and .1] the motivation expressed to justify the attitude 
taken. In addition, the basic argumentation of each article was analysed and 
classified. Five basic arguments were found: 1) Islam; 2) Arab-Islamic civiliza¬ 
tion; J! 1 Arab and human civilization; 4) national and cultural revival and reform; 
anti 5] ypenneFS ft>t h.nic changes, The first two malci- dear nifercnCe to Lhe 
Arab paw a .1 a norm; the third situnrav Arnh civilization in a broader context; 
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l 111 fourth focuses mure on tefonn which takes Aiah res lilies into consider¬ 
ation, and The fifth funises On radical change. 

The attitudes expressed vary from a tumdfor anrheriTi^iry (national, Ara'p, or 
Islamic identity) t£j a need flit (■■iJ^nriss,'; tfi OtJifiT Culture/. In Hetivrcn lies a 
Vthdlf gaxnut nf sirmule* from selective authenticity {choOsm^ imly what is apt 
for today) CO uTxid.uai nf Western Culture. 

The elements of culluie dixCuixud im-lode culture, in general, rr.i- 

dLtitmS and valucv, EOuiiuiny, publics arid ideology, intellectuals Jnd education, 
mid language. 

The motivations; arc niiilliplr hat fall into groups: dynamic/static, objective/ 
cred ul mis, spiritual. 1 'material, social and cult Ural relations. For instance, authen 
ticiry concerning language and literature is advocated as a means For achicvirg 
ftrrngtk and hidepertderiee (cultural relations vis-a-vis the West), or Western 
culture is criticized (lit its lack of spiritual values. 


INCREASE SN AUTHENTICITY 

The extremes in [lie gamut of attitudes—authenticity and openness—came out 
dually in the random sample used to establish the grid of attitudes; they were 
not imposed. Declarations that the sole hope for progress Jay in adopting West¬ 
ern science ar.d the scientific mentality, or in following European educational 
systems, or imitating Fuiopean civic virtues represented the extreme of open¬ 
ness, whereas a return to true Islamic values or to Arab or national cultural 
values represented the pole of authenticity. In between are found praise of 
Islamic society in Lite Gulden Age, criticism of aspects of Western culture, and 
also neutral attitudes, i.c_. positive and negative staTcmems about society with¬ 
out reference to Arab or to non-Arab culture. 

The study revealed an increasing concern for authenticity over the three time 
periods as illustrated in Table T where we see a significant increase especially in 
the Popular and Intellectual reviews. In 1945-50, one-half of the popular arti¬ 
cles and 56 percent of the intellectual articles weie expressing altitudes advo¬ 
cating -he need for authenticity in Arab society or praising authenticity 
aL-hu/vnd: hut in 19&5-70, the percentage had risen to SO percent (popular) and 


I abl« 1. lYopOrliOf'! Of Articles Eaprevihg Althurlm or Aulhrintifily. 

Pop.ihr Krl^ixr, Inlekicxjl 

F-crfod 10645 - 500 9/16. KT. 22/33,67% 10-13.56‘V 

Period n nw-s-io 10/24.75% 25/30,SJ% 24/W, MAI 

Hit or K CHfrS-Tq) 24/iP.Ad^S 27/33,62% 27/SJ. W* 
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K 1 perCC nl liutellectuall. The increase m religious periodicnla is less dramatic, 
bnc also liifthe-t In [he 1^45-50 period. 

As we will see later, this audienutity is new univocal; ii embraces a variety of 
views all id which re-pnesenr a reaffirmation at identity. 

This increased CiVrtLem for authenticity in Arab society is atCCJ-IJ1pillicd by ..l 
san'i.Cai increase hi criticism of Western i.ulture 164 percent of .iil> [he snides in 
Period 1 contain criticism of Western culture, B5 percent of those in Pt-mid In; 
and in criticism of Arab society tor its Lack of authenticity (42 percent of all the 
articles in Period I have expressions of This attitude, 67 percent of ibuae in 
Period In:. 'J he criticism of Western culture most fresjucnily iocUsCS Oil OIK Of 
uther aipcLln id iiiipex:a l.sm or is phrased in ki :i:t;iI terms, When the CTIticism 
is specific, it is aimed at religion, education liucEudirig intellectuals and Orien¬ 
talises), and politics. In these criticisms, die West is seen as domineering, mb- 
veTsive, hypocritical-, egoistical, materialist, a ratj-lslani ic, amoral, and unrealis¬ 
tic- Arabs who follow Western ways and chose who adept foreign ideologies: 
are Kt-igrnatired as lac Icing authenticity anil nichnj-E foreign cultural subversion of 
Arab or Mama- society. 

All three periods selected coniaici a major crisis. The 194.! JO period bridges 
the Atab wvu for Palestine which ended In the creation of istaeL the 1955 6ft 
period contained the Suei war, and rJie IP65-71J period, the six-day Arab-Israeli 
w*r. The reactions to the first crisis expressed in cultural re-action to the West 
and reiitatemtnt of identity were less [muni Hunt rhan the reactions in the late 
fifties and lute .sixties when the Egyptian revolution and the formulation of i\as- 
serism took cftcci along, with the ascent of the Ekaaih party and independence 
movements in North Africa. 

Concomitant with this increased concern for authenticity was an increase in 
the number of articles on religious subjects on the popul rt and intellectual 
level.-,. 

The pejeentage of articles tin religions subjects when all three levels are 
merged increases only slightly from Pi-tiud I to Periods ]] and 111 (42 pc-Lceur to 
45 percenti, bur as Table II illustrates, the increase on the popular and imclLcc- 
tuRI lewis is v^ty mnrked, It should be noted that the increased interest In 


Table II. Proportion sjI Arlides mi Rtiie.iuu:, 

iabjecLS. 


PutaUiV 

Reig?oUS 


Fl(Hi1 (1945-511} i/IB, 17'A 

Period 1 |T955-£,^| hfl\. 

Petiod H 419&5-7P) A'JU. 53% 

ii/ii. juv. 
22 /20, ?i*£- 
2&30, 61% 

J/TII. 1T% 
id/so, n% 
ii m, 37 % 
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^ut-himtiuiiy (Tabic l) and ihe increase m articles on religious subjects [".i k- |J 
over [ha Lnrf!' time periods ii mi.K-.L dramatic in cJlC articles (tom popn.ar urn 
intellectual jseriodiealv. Tin - artiilec from religious reviews have an inihalK 
higher anil more ccmstaist Concern wilh authenticity .snd Jra murh n'.iri. ire 
quwntly centered Iin religious xub|*X'i.v. lhjs is natural given rh-: 1 .vrf .i.irmr ot rh<- 

authors and- che protected audience, WKnc •* unexpected h rh.ir rb? popular and 
intellectual micler, wh ch in lfH5-5() are quite separated fre^m rhe religious 
concerning authenticity au-d religious Topics, hy ] ^65—70 draw much cl mm-] to 
the religious on borh counts. In fact, rhe popular and Hu-1 cctual surpass the 
religious articles in their concern tor anthem if eev. bur articles iron! religious 
periodicals still Lave a 1:it■:■; twice as many articles- on religion m ihe l9f>5 7ft 
peTiud. Il vlimlkl he noted lh.it the articles chosen from rdijpt?i:> iseriiidk .iU 
were mi Arab culture ami Ll::irgL'; .Lrliilcs on |jli rely religion-, 1 1 ivies were not 
included. 

It would appear rliat the articles from religion-, per ndic.ik reman ties: constant 
Through The three periods and served nv i magnet drawing the popular and mrel- 
lecrua] article* toward a religious pn m of view h*» t h ii> concern for a i cm, lu¬ 
men t of authentic identity in the face of the West and in a concern for M n . 
However, a close analysis of the type of authenticity cwrc-vM-J and of tlie basic 
argumentation i'll the articles reveals signiliCJnl diffcrCiieex. 


Ttpi.i ot Anehcaiicny 

TheSE references can be grouped into four dislinct types of authentic!fv wh l la 
I'lnergit in the lice rani re: Islamic.. Arab, Arahu Mi:! n:, and n.r ■ i ii : Ihe -111 
fereness ptc elesr in the following illusTrariyiss, 

Arjh AutfifTiiiaty 

bxcecpts from two articles from popular rev iew> illustrate an Arab authenticity 
An article from nt-Hilai (Egypt, June lfW6. pp. 3tl-Wi explains the Charter >.d 
I9d2 as thoruLighly Arab and eotuern penary. The sixties i i Fay-ri marked ihi 
Arab &udalbi phase ,.:I MuSaCrism which was embodied ill the Charter. I h:s 
socialism is presented a-, fully aucheiLtii', not :is a system impose/, irmn ooKuL: 1 . 
The Chatter ij "the Arab mnd Confront in g irs specific reality , .mil it ’mn rl: v 
a new phxvet [if the political, '•ncixl, and ,~>.i ley ml awxrenew of rhe Arih in ini I.' 

Religion is not ignored hut Islam is not singled r»un rarher we are told rur 
11 Religions itc the spiritual energy animating revolutionary actions through 
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ideals, a piogicsM vc message, and fa it h linked lu cite -Mr ill fur a gcxxl life, vjrrur 
and progress. 1 ’ 

The Charter ii spHnfic.dl-y Anh, rkiis .-nrHenri-;, |t-.n, ir fact, chu ailllujilieily 
iv Tine a netiiirji hii the past Or tn -thgmri: it ii lather confronting Arab reality, 

A .second hHilIl, frO.ni ihc pupuljr review ili-Arahi (Kuwait, Nov, )S*65, pv 
20 2$ focuses more ore die pas? and Arab specificity. The Arabs are "distinct' 1 
and form “a distinctive nation within the human community." The author com¬ 
plains of arwmpcs to erase A rah authenticity, of “those who have adopted 
imported traits ami have dropped their authentic chunKreristics.” The solution 
is to "'rt-tuTn to Lhc churiLctcristii.'s which made iiijt aure.srors }?rraT,’ 

TwO examples tT(im intellectual rCviCWS add rCtiiLUincnt tri Arab aiithpntiriiry; 
both arc from the Beirut in on Lilly at-Adah. The i'nst (July Aug.. I967, pp. 71- 
751 criticizes “chose who have strayed from that scientific, objective and realistic 
path which is tine Arabism,' 1 The culprits have “cooperated wiih Americans 
rind spread the Amen fan mental: ty." Their plight is that they do not know 
‘"luiw tn return to AtilB culture and Arab customs." 

[be other article ! April 196S. pp. 25 2SJ lias the same puitit of view. ]( 
describes three positions possible when faced with cultural imperialism: ij reac¬ 
tion ard withdrawal! 2! heightened consciousness; and 5) dislocation. Con- 
sdousjiess form s the sape middle position between the two extremes of a reac- 
riyranry turning, in on cmesd f and a complete loss of identity rh rough imitation 
nf the West. The middle futh Is descrihod thus: 


Out tjxkx are- in Aiabism.W< muse present an alternative which preserves the 

personaliry or the original, Living (Arab}nation and guanuiceei its ikvrlupiuml :-mi 
Arab, :uLieii.il, Kicialiit society.. . Ihiv is not incompatible with our heritage. U*c 
must present our lifriiagc and tradition with pr-sgctssi>e. scientific CKplan-s- 
rions, ■■ Hamincabk Ahhnaton and Muhammad were revobiritmarie*; Muham- 
nisd was r|w greatest- - ■ We must uncover A rah reality. 


All fouT articles define authenticity ire an Arab frame, ten off from die 
“odder. 1 ' die Wear. And the ftrsr, third, and fourth are clearly rereading* of the 
Arab heritage. If religion enters avail, ir is in terms of its snci-sl., revnlutirnuiy 
values. 


IsipmtC Authenticity 

Authenticity can also be centered squarely On Islam as in die Euhowing Three 
examples. An article in the religious review of Saudi Arabia. MajttPat at-Ha# 
\2*\t (]969j,L<J5M2!,. makes a disiiunion be tureen Islam and Musli ms: the hack 
wardne** which exi.rat ir l.thunie mnntriw is nr it from Islarll hut from die devia¬ 
tion of Muslims who have forsaken the essential. elements of Islam, A rerm-r. t« 
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I'-I.'.it is imperative in order lO profjtLsi ■!‘“[]»L3"C h m.i progrrat .i ..111 [turn rcli 
gion”) And to protect the l-.l; l nii l cultural pcrvn.ulity ugai nil l.'ic thrr.iI ill lhI 
tlir.il imperialism f 1 1 slam iv thr hi st vehicle rtl protest and resist.riCr";. Arturd 
ing CO the .mthor, Islam cnnffrs a ''primitive spirit' nri the uwnuk, and it is I'nii 
in man’s pcrwd TO confer a new spin: Islam has also pucn a sfKiitic air I i'ctli.iI 
structure to Muslims Consequently tb»vj whit .ldupi Vt rsn'm v .nines nn the 
picrest char Islam has The capsciry m change and, therefore. Hicorpomc these 
values are in error. So, also, do Those err wherry roes plain the skart.il? in rern s 
which justify ihe adoption of Western intellectual and social nn dev 

Another Saudi article from the intellectual review ,z(. Wanhai 29; L%ti : l.y- 
41) p:£if.i:iWs Lsl.im 3s the i::i..'d path berwee i :i,i; nh' lie- :-liI Ikic :l .. 
CKCremes are communism and the forces of imperialism, "'Nothing ear replace 
Islam in Lite Islamic and Aiah wot Id. 1: is a ihiid force, a force for good, right, 
justice, niciLy, charity. and humanism, values w h ch are i:■ i: 11 .' in oilier rcli 
glons hut art complete in Islam.. . . I umuerow r, !:■: Lsl.im no ntstier what the 
ptiwsT nf Communism nr the forte of I inpvn.il ism 

An ^rfit la from rhi? Lebanese SK|iit* tkvsvw .s' Irf.hi April I 4'v.i 1 , p;. A9-r, 5 

calls for a rcTUtn to '’mix rn.if values'' based on kl im ihe values Muslims 
rejecteJ in order to import and impose Western •• lines and principles xvrr< cn 
""our true values." Islam dev iated after the first four caliphs lay sleeping for ihn- 
icen eenrurics. And Western \ aluer have spawned lack cl fairh, dtsumiv. ii sin 
ecrity, and lack ol responsibility. 

In all tl:r:v examples!, Islam, as sucli, and not .a pari uJ a sukur. l complex, 
is the him', lit authenticity. 

A rctf.i f nilitrl A nlirtn rteji y 

fcspreswonE of this type of authenticity re prevenr ,m .lcrempT to ntegr-ite Islam 
into an Arab’‘progressive"’ perspective as the following citation from the Iraq 
intellectual rev iew at-Aqtam (March 1965. pp 43-51! dIusiraces 


The human and culiural motives "ithind the application of socialism \rjb 
ety are ideiVtiCJ.1 «. lh t.ic goals vrl by Ll-imu. doCIrrric fur Arab Cmliaaticm- ,irt'iaI 
justice ntesmared :.r. law and haniir. right.*. Islam fmighi agains: usury and did 
away w’ith ocjprcs-siun and monopoly... What is needec. iv dhe e the am sun, ippli 
eatton of char suci.il: sm which bar its, mon n Aret existence and h.ic :is pilot 
experience under the religion nf Islam. 

K:r.vE Arab socialism Is hfus-iir. in ir* principles .urd nac i-n.d |n its p.: ■ ib, ■> i, 
necessary rhar contemporary Arah nationalist socialist ihuURjn tie rird cn Vi.ih- 
MusMt. thought... . Th-e new Aiaf: Islam ic reauisSJiiee n reyrevtn ied by iln- ita 
□necrion nf The Arab-Muslim cultural and human her:luge jx a pOilM of dfMlTUff 
for building a modern Arab c-ultikt. 
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National Aiitlunturiy 

Thivi Type nf audiKTihiciry appeared mtwr fr«^jufiirly in articles from Norrh Afri¬ 
can reviews, I'or instance, a program proposed !n an article from die Tunisian 
Intellectual review ,it-Fikr speaks of rhe need to “rediscover national authentic 
Lty and die characteristics of rhe Tunisian personality by extirpating rhe foreign 
tendencies the occupiers tried to plain In us. 1 Progress will come unly with ''a 
revivification of iijzioi'.nI culture.' 

|}il popular Algerian review rfl-Mowfitbui iNl.ir. p Itn.i criticises 

those who cooperate with imperialism and follow <i route other chan rfiat which 
leads to the discovery of '"our personality • . . our special gifts and genius." The 
aim is to “resurrect out history 1 " so as to "link today with tomorrow and make 
the present a continuation of our personality of yesterday and a basis for our 
future. ,f 

Ah wl riutcd previously, there is Jn increase in eoncern for authenticity in 
rhe jMjrind I9lri5—70 in th« nrrirh'v from popular and intellectual reviews wh ich 
brings the lacwr more in hn^ with rhe nrricks from religious reviews, Punda- 
menral differences, however; remain, This is cleat if we examine che types of 
authenticity which predominate in rhe three types of review. 

Artie It s from religious reviews most frequently propose Islam as the basis of 
authenticity, whereas the popular and intellectual articles more frequently see 
authenticity as Arab, national, lit Arabo r Muxllin. 

('here i.s a hade difference 'n mentality involved here:. An appeub to Arab or 
national authenticity places Arab or national identity in first place ami though 
a denial of Islam is not involved fpso facto, it is at best reduced to a secondary 
role in the process of change, The some may be said for A rah-Muslim authen¬ 
ticity. This expresses a mentality which sees rise Arab heritage as embracing 
various elements among which is [slam. Whereas an appeal to Islamic authen¬ 
ticity most often implies a mentality which considers that everything hat been 
given by fetid., liilce for all. 


Table III. DisiHhuiion of Articles in Period III According lo Types of 
AulhaiMlelLy and KeMew. 


Aran AuIEtwi lid ly 

PopiJa^ 

? 

H 

Inldlcct-jd 

11 

Tcrrf 

17 

Isb mit: 

i 

20 

A 

±i 

Aidb-Mjiiir Aullf Vlkily 

? 

i 

7 

TO 

National A.iitv Ttldiy 


_\ 

_5 

X| 

Totil 

-V 

2b 

77 

71 
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But «ven lIil appeal dq Islamic idcucicy requires farther inmdguicn and 
dLiii notion. 

Htl Ouin Aiyfunvcnld ri:.■ rj iff the Afliila 

[cl coding rhe articles, the artetujiJcs expressed. the element of culture d 1st JimlI. 
and rhe jiioilv-ce- singled ouc mic extracted from each paragraph I c-t rhis fr.ig- 
jneniing of articles into rhemes nverl<»o'ic the hn. t Iridic of the nrri-rlpro* ivmi 
was mark to extract the basic nrg.miml nf each arlirk When wr spiiti- r.-.Hjer 
Lhf types of ilulIicei Iil ity, we singled out the various polrs to wlnrh .rjlhcntiLil j 

was tied. Here, it is The argutricm underpinning tin inkle aa a wlauk chat was 
eitracred. These arguments fall into rhe following categories; 

1. j'si'-jw Wo find statements vo rhe rffon rh.n ’'Islam '■■■ matier and spirit" m 
rantFadtatincfion co Western n i.ikti .mil, or :h.ir .l.i it rm^Mniii , •iim.in val¬ 
ues’ which will vave the world from its |jpesmt plight. I tr ig.vn H Islam is n|> 
1 1 : date .1:1:! Il uIlhil Cun .ioIvc todays problems. Stntte melel .nr batted m:i 'hr 
principle rhai “only liddi’.y eo Lila n can jiito us 'iCicnpth .1; d torsr, " rsliik- ■ :L 
fit agree that Islam is asctcial revolution.' 

2. Ar&bo-Isfomc Civilization is [he h.o.s i.r' some nf rhe -article' sshich pn -- 
rnt rhe Arabs and IsI.th as ihe pinnacle nf n»ilw.ti 1111 anti argue rh.ii *•■: 1 . we 
of itx ^Uvrinus pnxr At:i h cn 1 1 ijf-atirin t.in iLouish iii l( .'.(-.im. Susie ■: ■! her ,v'i 1 lev 
foe Lit On. Lhf need to guard the Specific Aral' Mu-liin peimrulil;.. 

3 . Arab ami Human Cit/iirtJiKtrt: A few anielci laud Arab eivili/Jirois hot 
place ir squarely in rhe frame of human civilization, singli ie. uni tin- c-ui iribu 
"ion the Arabs have made eo human civilization and irs opeiuvrs*- m and inter¬ 
action wifh other civilivadons. Some author irgue rhar ctvljyarn n ■■. nne w rh 
(inly superficial differs- hops; .-j few place thr Arabs 111 the rontex: or \ 5 dI n rr.-.- 
n tun culture. R-i.l rraO-re-frequent irs article-. pOmtang out A rah nr Fgyphni: fim 
rributiont IL> civilization as a wliuk'Or In poetry. phiLnsuphy. .ok! wil-mCc. 

A. National and Cultural Revival and Reform is alto the basit fur some ai ri¬ 
cks which propose ’'national culture ns the strength of a n.irion. ' ■ if ■. aim rhar 
"nnrional culture and language will a .sure independence 'Si II oi her-. -..■ elite r mi 
the need to Ciia-rd Arab vpeciHric y, to rtjetr rultural -imjjenjl: vm, and to form a 
new cull Ore littihg A rah TKality. 

5 . Openness for Baut Change: A lew.- articles neglect a-aihenriciLy even in ihe 
motT minimal form and argue thar only radical change can bi i> g ihe Arabs ■ net - 
line with contemporary civilization, For instance, science s proposed as rhe sole 
meant fur progress, or a ratlital change in n etirainy is given pruiriry nmonji 
needs. In a few cases, openness to the Vi-'est it seen as tlw only means trj over 
come cultural dedtne, 
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Wtar W( wish to langlK out hers ik rh? increasing LISf o( [slam at the basic 
ar^umunt in the popular and inidlevriui] aitu.In in the- 1955-60 and IftkS 70 
period 4. 

However, bask dillerenccs remain and can be seen when the argumentation 
Ls inspected more closely. Twenty of the twenty-fout articles on the religions 
level m Period III use tinntismced arguments concerning Islam. For example, 
Jxlprn ij matter and spirit and n locus of human values or fidelity to Islam will 
give m force, or we need tri guard out N-t personality and rtsotabi or Islam 
can solve today & pj'ubltiiLi. ^O'Eiereas, in cKl: popular .and intellectual articles 
there aie only Jive oca of the sixteen articles in Period I El with these: arguments. 
Instead, ive find seven of The sixteen which reread Islam to find therein a social 
revolution. This particular use of Islam is not found at all on tTie religions 
level. 

1 111 difference l;ici he i iustnited by laompariMii: of a few .:rti::.is from Exypt, 
Syria, and SouJi Arabia. An article From The Egyptian journal ol-Katib ffune 
1966, po. 122-23) stares that tlic Quran offers basic principtei to solve today's 
problems by promoring development, assuring justice to all, and regulating 
intemntional disputes, In face, Islam is in harmony wiih Arab socialism. Objec¬ 
tions fnim furdamentaiL'.t quarters are | red i.:lrd by arguing that the Prophet's 
wlitlLs should -|;it ’:>k applied literally. Another article iron the same review 
(Mar. 1968, pp. 10-29) repeats the argument that “Islaari is prmciplei, not 
detailed prescriptions'" and that Islam is open to science and, therefore, to 
socialism, which is science. Ikrth These instances are based on Islam — bur Islam 
is stutn ,is principle.; supporting Arab so realism, 

A very different Conception of Islam is presented by examples fimn religious 
articles such as ihaL from the Saudi review M^}allat ttl-Hdfj (23:12 (1969.1:776- 
79) which argues Lliat youth is mistaken in tkinking tbar religion is an obstacle 
no science and social revolution. Islam, in fact, is confirmed by science and The 
irsriti.rtinr of CfjAiiz, wh«ch assures The distribution of wealth is priirif of Itbm'v 
SuCul eonmrn. Islam, fir ihe .nu-hoT, is the religion ut" human nature acid iiltel 
Iccl. Another rdigou* article from (be Syrian review nt-Tstttadduti et-lsismi (36 
(19691:135-92) declares that Islam is intended for all peoples and that only a 
"return to Tslam—text and spirit—will give us victory.” in these two camples 
Islam is ijr^venre:.!.. nor as principles, but as Texts aad institutions. 


Table IV. The Ptoporiioir 

ol Articles Usi-g Islam as the aasic Argument 
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The analysis r>f the CurpUS of l+fi articles rcvc.il:. m.my n'l.rnccs md differ¬ 
ences between regions, and They do rovenl rhe Rinwinp concern for I - l.t m .is- .m 
dement of identity in the late iSfSOt and even more in the L9fitfe in lIic periodical 
litrrJtujc. Despite fa ill y scricr con if o I of publications in marly of rhe onuntriev 
during al least pari of the pfiiods SIudied, eIl-T variety of i[i|irau!l|d to ihe sub¬ 
ject of identity n:id change l kailiy. ^ r i ■.! woven mrii rh.Lt vinery, I, a pi 

takes in increasingly pinmm-Tit place. ! he iitrr.ism^ [irnminrKc g veil 0 
Islam is even more accentuated during rlie ISTik m ive indicated ar tin- beg :« 

11 iny of This article. Were we able to compleir the sample w ■ It a foucih period, 
IS7.1 80, the references to Islam would he much mure prfjnouncev.lt but with a 
inula r variety of uutlonlc. 


conclusion 

Islam is an element of the basic sufesti arum of Arab-Mod im identity Of I its 
There is no doubt. What is hoc dear is ihe form thai Islam will rake fi hilly n 
COiitem.puTa.ry Arab*Muslim SCCicLy. I: is *ni( easy til imagine .i contemporary 
si.ivirty in which Cshnnio institutions ot anuthcr age continue ti: play .i viral rule 
as some proponents of nn “Islamic society" seem to champion, nor is a new 
identity wiioui a prominent Islamic element eery likely 

In .1 rcLcut iciraria: >.:ii Arab uutionalisffi and Lsl.'rn, OftC of I ho participants 
opined tliat there is :i %orr ill pendular motiiiri ynvrrning -hr rcijtionsh •. 
between the two—rwiv. Arahism dhimnnes, now hl.ini I hw may he ipr m 
deFcribc the fluctuations of a transitional peri'd in which a new relationship ;• 
srlll being forged; it is certainly not a formula tor stability and de-relopment. 

MureOvcT, the fluctuation between rutimanlism :ind Al.in tin :lI he 
explained n function of the dominant personalities iv h* verve-d in ceyii ■ /i rh:■ 

elements of identity, first in one form then n another, during the pas: quarcer- 
ceiiTory in the Middle Hast. First. Gains] Abdel Nasser, with l> s char sn Stic 
appLL 1 .! to Arab identity, mobilised (o assure mdcpetidcn Cc, deidopmCiil, and a 
role on the international political scene. I hiT charisma w rheTcd in the si jt lh 
l%7. In the decade which fol owed the v,,is v?r for rhe entry of n.nnrhrr, 
hue very different, charismatic character. hajdi Arabia stepped in ti (ilk p-ir- 
tiaily, the void left by .Nsssct and to assure both ihat th* Arabs' first real w.-.r 
against Israel in 197A would carry an Islamic stamp and 'hai Saudi aid would 
tOStCr Islamic LonSL-iommcss thrnughmit rhe l.ilamu.’ world. 1 I hen die mCrCd' 
ihlr revolution in Ir.nr troughr ryi piorninenc? jnothev char ma:ic leader, Ayj 
tulliih Khomeini, ) lis vision of the world ard society is poles apart from that or 
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N.irm'r. hist bi 1 ! immediate unpniubun (in rhe area was equity Caj-rliilg. ll 
brought into :-. Tl :i r|j IhjLis-. 4hat dement of rilentity w hie h h.iv market) rhe differ - 
enOC between ‘‘Ease ' arid “Wes-l 1 f('jr fourteen centuries -Tilain. hut nnce the 
initial euphoria had faded, it became clear That appeals to Islam arc nut without 
a divisive aspecT which dampens its effect as an in sirumem of political mobiili- 
laticm, Mow, ;is the; tirnc| i-lT.inaon war drags on into its second year, there are 
sign* That Arab identity still has force in separating imr and deSring political 
.mil'mii ic interests, in the Gulf area incut especially. 

.am effects of ilm IsLaime resurgence, however, give signs of eontminng 
for sometime—namely, the refocusing of aneniiori on rhe shariah as the tcmch 
stone of an Islamic society and rhe consequent re-emergence of the ulama as a 
political force -after Their h-iviap been shunted aside in the process of change for 
nearly a century. 1 ! his situation should provide rhe occasion for an honest con¬ 
frontation uf the various tendencies within society which will permit the for- 
niukuon of an identity apt for contemporary Arab-Muslim sh jl: iii-i y_' - ' 
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II The Ku t- 1 .'li iLi liwuly #fl-i«>vJSiflLfr turned an intesesrinK discussion uit (he i^irrrjfc j nJ 
ihe cawstnidon which beings ftpr rbe desire of rise Ministry ni Wi| <! .ml Khmiu AtT j. i<r% 
[0 Hake a more pmminenr role. See id Siyatai?, !M.r .'■■ ■■:•-: | 

14. Abdallah 1 amui, L'lde&to jjje drafee txmtfmptmliit* il'nris-: Vlaspero. 19^7), pp. |J- 
28. propose* th tee typical ititbOnS tot-hanf^, cneh wf wUfli ItlnS "dugm*" untouched. 
Thu refluutKm* of Gilbcn Gidhdquillaumc,. "Islam et politique-m hfasjhrih. re .ipr.i 
|X»: [ibmtf identity is a notion which is dwpfy frh and srarrs must pty attention lie I; 

lltau^h it is widely ielr, rhe understanding of ir is teeblu: i can ... J.iir ■. rr- Jif 

F*renr consents exreiuling from txixmit religiosity to atheism ii O. darre :d_. 'll.,rci 

rf I rtAi ll'nris: K>K, 1982), p. 53. 
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PIONEERS OF THE ISLAMIC 
RESURGENCE 


As seen h- SLL'iinii 1, the 1 ctwrecrns of ihc Islamic resurgence were deafly 
reflected in periodical literature few sever a I dctidn. Similarly, sdl-criricism, the 
quest for Islamic identity. and the formula nan of Islamic responses or alretn ■ 
rives to The challenge of modernity exited through..in re: nr ■ -h a-man 

Th is section h |i;hlij;hrs six major rn jcmisrs Ton- - hr Ar.ih world Iran, 

incL Smith Asm who h-ivn hjd .1 form:i:i\c inHumor <10 Current dfc'velopiitieriK 
and tun llhi|.'M jury :L'-i'.jtib-ti, Tlicst Muslim-, represent both fundamental in 
and modernist oficniaiLons/AM are critical of the West arid advocate return 
to [slam as an alternative to Western capitalism and commitm-rn. Moreover, 
despite distinctive differences in their hheprinrs lor society, each reflects the 
he lief rhat rectification nf the pliqhr lit modern Isl.am r«. 11 re* rhi re»*<>un ici* n 
imd nenriproprsntKin lit' [slum as a tutjl way id iiI l I his vs ill 1.1 a hi.. indeed 
require, Muslims to lie tuiLldul broth in Islam s pm ate ard puhlk pohin.il, 
legal, and social—dimensions.' 1 The following chapters focus on the comrib-u- 
rion of these Muslim voices to a resurgent Isla ms pel tical and social thought 
Who are they? _— jp i 

Perhaps the two ma-tr influential kgurrs in conlemporjis Muslin- rev \ 1 - i 
tlvuUghl are SayyiJ Qulb LK906 L9bb! of al Ikhwan al Miiihintin ilu- Muslim 
Brutherlkood. 1 and Maw Lana Abu al-Ala Mawdadi M903-19T9) ut I lie jai najL 1 
Islami (the [slamic Association), Both were prodigious writers whose books 
have been translated and circulated widely throng hour the Mamie snarl 0 ' he ■. 
id cut died and responded tn many of I he conrcrm which conmiir to rmuhli 


I John J. Donohue and John I.. Espotw. fib. /riJiwn- Tr.iw*. MirsV'ii ftr#£fvfn*er New V-irk 

Orrfwl Univeivhj Ftvps. l'SSlL jikJ John H,J. Vnll; t-.'-m- r-mrjiin-.-.'y i i"i,j n .ff m .-.V UWj.-i-h 
U-Vir l.i llbiiilJrt. tJaln.: V'ncviru- hew, I Still. 
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Islam today. Their interpretations of Islam inform much of c twite mporary 
IkI.iidk' Tfwi vvi Icsm! its worldview and agenda. 

YvOnnfi Haddad in ‘"fiayvid Quth: Ideologue uf Islamic Revival ’ demon¬ 
strates why Qistb is a model ter a process common ro ituuy Muslim revivalist*, 
fknn in an Egyptian -village. his wily Traditional upbringing was followed by 
exposure to and cnchuntmuHt wuh the West. However, he pougc'essiwefy become 
disaffected with the West, believing, dm alien models were incapable uf provid¬ 
ing t he sense of Identity and moral purpose which rhe Islamic world ic^uircd. 
I lr "'returned” to Islarr convinced rh ay only on |kI amic alternative could provide 
the idcoln^v and vjilue?; SO Kftnely needed by Muslim .nx-aery. Qtlrt> Joined the 
Muslim Brothel hood and spent the icniniude; ul his life as .m Esbrnie activist. 
Imprisoned Iot Ten yean and finally executed by Nasser in 1966, Sayyid Qutb 
has since that time been known as "the -martyr” (sfakid} of the Islamic revival, 
like finyyid Quib, Mawlatin Abu a I AIa Mjawdudi may he viewed tv an ideo¬ 
logue of a i-esutgeni Liam. In 1941 he founded the Jantaat'iTilami, a Muslim 
rcligio-polirical movement LnriitiateJy involved in Hourh Asia. A prolific writer, 
Mawdudi's major comriburion anti legacy was bis systematic interpretation of 
Liam.. Chariot .Al.im, m " M-pwdudl and the Islamic StPlw” show’s hejw Mntv- 
dudi, responding both to this South Asian experience Lit -well as the general con* 
die ion of Muslims throughout the world, called upon Muslims to restore Islam's 
primary in dieir personal as well as their polirlcal lives. Convinced That Islarr. 
s a L-orr.pirhruiivr wyy ijf ti fr, he wxore extensively on the n.-.tiiri* .nd chararttjr 
of Un Islamic state and through the |urr.iLaL i Islurrii worked to impkmtirii polit 
Lc-dly rhe Islamic ideal. His writings have been translated Item Urdu into At a] 
hie, Farsi, and Ling ish and may be found in libraries and book seal Is Throng hour 
the Muslim world. 

FtOju a Western perspective, the two iiani.es jnes: commonly ussociaw J witli 
Islamic politics are probably Libya's Mnammar Qaddafi and Iran's Ayatullah 
Khomeini. Lisa Anderson in "Qaddsfi’s Islam''assesses the Islamic character of 
Qaddafi '* Libya. Cm lone I Qaddati \ early appeals to Islam shortly after seizing 
power, the introduction of Islamic laws, his attempt to loilow in the footsteps 
of Nasser as an Arab leader, and His use of petrodollars to extend Libya’s influ¬ 
ence iu the Muslim world wonkj .teem tci support niSiimptnins ihut his is :m 
isLaitiio government. However, while the West continues to view- Libya, as an 
IsLamic stare, to what extent is that really title today? 1 What is Qaddafi V Islamic 
legacy? 

While both Qutldaii and Khomeini ate often viewed as heads of Islamic gov¬ 
ern men rs, their ideology and interpretation of Islam are as different as their 
pnifea si raw—< olone I and Ayatullah. The syrnhu of Iran's revolution, the Aya 
LuJSab Khomeini tmeiged front this snuggle as the key political and religious 
leader in the newly established Islamic Republic ef Inn. Under hi, guidance. 
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Iran has become the Frit hhnre rati g iow state and rht nnliy MuiUini lucioo tu 
hr dcnriiitarcd politically by cUirits. I he inenrasrd control hy cund^n^e-ncailKe 
dergy in the post-revolution period and [hat effective cluster of more moderace 
Muslim leaders **■'.il t i as Mehdi Bozargan, Kho|tiemi'v brst prune mifdste?, cud 
rh “ Sorhorme vlI-j-iliil J Abul-Hn-san Bani-5adi, funnel pmtege thori mii and 
I r.i n president, as well li. repi *S ■. it e gQKffllMfl! IBCH1K1 in ihc it MIX of 
Islam, raise many questions about the nature ul [ran s hl.m". stan: Mki.ii 
hischer’? ’'Imam Khomeini: FiIiit I eve Is etf l nrlL TstrnuliTin anal reps man whn 
has proven far more cample* fh,n» inner mpeL-rnl.. la urn .n hi\ vi-uvr. I iKher 
studies- Khomeini from four perspectives his biography. protected pern 
cific programs, as veil as the religious and the pofiried conteni u whieh 
K I-jli IEI4.-LIi i has functioned. The result is a peonniing aodji -r the Ay*wll*h 
K hi i:nc: m: iln uisiphL \rilu il:r man, hit- i vr tu power, his pu\. nl.i: rev ■ utii'iinrr 
Sppeal, bis understanding uf IsLlinic u. 11 ■ vrimerii.. anO ihus .1 taller app-ru it ion 
of the spine behind nr ssimrtimi's luirere, harsh i’hji.icter ol ’■• ainu rel-e 
Iran today. 

While all Muslim, revival isrs may share •; cicsireshed VC estem dom nation] 
and 10 re root their ideological fomwktkwi and tdiiaiainaa nun: luthentr 
cally in their Islamic heritage, “lid 1 .l|.■ |j 1 -. 1 Is and -netfn'd L . JiNlu iT.arkrJh 
ton, in L'onrinj',1 to iht tour previous Muslim voids. Muhammad k;ha .S ' 

19J8) and Ah S-han.it 1 I.I9.VJ-J9"") wpiewnt a mure r< tor nor Miti. Both 
shared with their more fundamental s.r colleagues whether rndirioiul or ra.-i- 
cal) similar concerns and anirude- excessive dependence upon che West, self- 
alienation. a call tor a return to Islam. and the implementation of an Islamic 
alternative to effect a more Islamic state and society or orJct. However, 
reformer moderniats JH:<-r n the n.iluri .in.: .aya : id eh rit'.r. rc met rpn i.n 
(ijtihaii) which they advocate. Whdr ill Muslims hull; with pi .If itrir 
Islamic past, Islamic reformer' pursue .1 path that is nu>r< one ot renov.ii on 
than restoration or replication. ThiIslam's- success and glorious formative 
period are not looked tofo: the detailed blueprint for society. Rathet, the;, sup¬ 
ply the inspiration, example, principles, and v.'.lLirs in I:,die ul ■nth new forms 
must he developed. We see thiv clearly m "Muhammad kjwl ari.i rht M.-.ir . 
State. ’ Iqbal, the leading Muslim modern <t nr south V. 1 . via. forerunner of 
contemporary Islamic reformism, His emphasis on the unity and tcn.i '■ niche 
Islamic worldview and his call lot a reconstruction of Islamic thought and p:ac 
lice JrC hcySlilnCS for CL'mtrmpLirary l'danur reiormers. For lqh.il, ihe remedv 
fora dejsresied e^immunify was a nra synrne<i|f lit Western -ino Ulaivi." ■.oirnoes 
whi 1 I 1 would provide a bridge between tradition and modernity It h.is ren.-. n<v. 
the elusive desideratum and continues to constitute die print pal challenge ? ■ 
contemporary reforiners who seek “Islamic inoderniaaiion.' 
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Ali Sh-aiiad, lilcu b|b-ik hrst received .n traditional Islamic education before 
earning hiss <L»t:orulC in Kusiipe. Strongly icillueured by Ic|hal v ivmr.gv. h« 701) 
sought a synthesis* a : cairn to a revoluiforaiy lalam which he distinguished 
f’ron The previously -clerics] dominated', established Jslarn. Rejecting both secu¬ 
lar elites with "heir unrriticjl apemgof the West (WrvnixiJiriTionJ anti The Tra- 
ihhcranl religious leadership, foiiriati's sociology uJ Islam proved an .31 tractive 
alternative for an alienated., searching generation ot growth. [f the Ayatullah 
Khomeini was the symbol 01 opposition and retsiirance, Shariari was the revo¬ 
lution nry idenlo^ue- Although ha ansi Ethmneini were the revolution's early 
heroes—their pictures often placed Side by Side on wall posters and 111 parados— 
as lime and advise study of each reveals, their visions of the nature and char¬ 
acter of Islam and Islamic government are poles apatx. 
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Sayy id Qurb: 

Ideologue of Islamic Revival 

WON WF. Y. HADDAD 


Tlui i '.V 1 ' 11 [ i 0 [ h Century IlL^S SCcm M-VuTiU - i - -IV i P. ■■ ]■, .l|l| ^ |\i- ll.Ur- 

has! a y-tiiic- impact on rheir comernpor.ines a* well w on rhe icc<edi«g gen 
(DlritHISi I h hit writing? have aisumed .» primary | .oticion ir. .1 w i-iii’i. 1 film 
pre he nxive Islamic visit in:, a lynthriis neee&s.itattd by the rapid change .uviun- 
yi il|j. Lilt: imparl of moiJLTnncu.liun and WesttntilMit® with their direct 
challenge to prevalent kistituitions. In rhe early pan of the cenrary, n u..is the 
wo:k of Muhammad Abduh which pro 1 - ded rhe In indu mi lor .1 1 1 riL-f.iI. ■ 1 ■■ 
nali and humanimc Islam which became the intdiccrusl ji:-iilLr.ri nn of -he 
” secular” national ex-ienrnHiirs m rhe Ar.ih work!. 

Frw Muslim Thinkers h.ive h.L;] js signdie.me .111 1 input 1111 ihc - 1 ■:c■ rn■ 11 .1:1 ■ 1 i 

nl contemporary InIilii; ic (houghl ;i:-, ti.i L - Sayvi lI QlUO. Si life El is CSKLUl IMIS II 
Cairo i:i 1 ?(iG, hi? writings have inspired numerous rcviv.iliat 11 ■ ■■ l- 1 -1:-11:t 
throughout die Muslim world. They h, ; .ie captured the imagin.ir in 1 ■■ -i lit 
commitment of young Muslims and transformed them into work mi for the 
catiK? of [slum 10 rfiH world. H|S life ruptr-rnrev .IS well as ht denh ■see.Lnif 1 
perfect illustTLktiLm iff ctne 11 1 die pnlcevtcv. Ihroup’i v. li 1 li j revcilnh • 1 1 r■- p. 
from enchantment with thcYi-’est 10 the hclplessint-o. Lind mur^ni.ilicy :h. 1 ■. i-.i' 
inspire in those who find its 1 slues and norms not only foreign bui ir..idi-s|.uu. 
and finally the return to the roots where reintegration. coiwcrsi in. and ;< new 
vibrant identity cohere and the humn-n hemg becomes part of rhe revolutionary 
movement aimed at changing the world and hringmg in .1 new ethical mors 
order lia 5 C<i Ofi freedom, brotherhood., and ill-.:ids l-nr all. 

tomb's works carefully analyzed what lie holies cd to he the disease of Mus¬ 
lims who struggle to tic alien models, attempting to replicate the n 11 the:r n 
countries. He captUTed rhe Hipei and dreams (if those who sought tii hnng 
alMJUt cluwge, 10 elevate the social Order, and in provide equitable iJisirihuhosi 
of wealth and power in society. He moved from j stance of mi observer and 
imerpierer of soclery, reflecting on its currents of thoughts and goals, to a rec- 
nlutionary who charted the vision of a new order ro which he warned m lead 
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all people. Having heen disillusioned hy all other solutions he- formuLarcd liii 
own, g. rounded in the Quranic vision yet ne-levant fur the everyday life of Mus - 
lilri:-, in iht- A tab world. 

Those influenced by h:s writings include the revolutioiiiry Iranian student 
who helped topple the Shah's regime, also Their most popular ideologue. All 
Sh;m;i1i. A number of Qurb's hnnk'. havr ht-tm rrsinsLaeed into foreign lan¬ 
guages. 1 The ollict u! the [til e: i i.-.um u:d Islamic h :h r.: I; uri of Srudent Organi¬ 
zations in Kuwait has made several of his books available in English translation. 
Ihey are highly recommended to members of the Muslim Student Association 
in chi' Ifni tael States, who avidly read them, to help M-.se consciousness for an 
Islamic cutler they hope to bring about when, upon their return to their respee 
rive countries, they will -assume roles of leadership. His writings arc also popular 
among mem hers of the American Muslim Mission {popularly known as black 
Muslims!- whri hud his ‘'evangelleal" rheti itiit .md Quinrit cenrt'njdne.jK 
strongly supportive ol iln::i worldview as they seek to transform American sod 
cry and convert rahers to the faith of Islam. 

Sayyid Qutb’s Interpretation of the Quran has hreome very popular because 
nf its clear literary style and its appealing didactic and homiletic approach. 
Thoindnds uJ copies uf the [biriy-voliunsc interpretation have been purchased 
by people in all walks of life ir has become The standard by which rfic Quran's 
message is interpreted in many mosques and homes throughout the; Muslim 
world. It fijas huer fsten.nvclj' used hy the author of Ti’/jsrr oi Altr>7nnzn, a pup' 
ular exegesis of the- Quran which has had. wide distribution in Syria and is cred¬ 
ited by a Syrian official as being the !L secrcr weapon'"' of the Muslim brother¬ 
hood revolution in that country. 

Qulb’s Writings have al'.ii h.::l a speciaE impact Ml ivlaruie groups in Egypt, 
especially alter 1971 when Sadist .allowed them to restitute rheir activities in an 
effort to combat his socialist opposition Mis writings had special poignancy for 
those who shared the tnTture nf Egyptian pttwnns under the Kiiss-ki regime. Sad 
ill's assassins cauie from um uf the many pruirp: who puu-LC Qlltb for justifica¬ 
tion of their revolutionary fervor. 

Sayyid Qurb was born in L90S in the vjllpge of Qaha in Asynt rruvinee to al 
Hajj Qnth Riii Ihinlum, a well respected and relatively altiuent gentleman 
farmer who was a member of the nationalist party. He attended a Local school 
for four yeaTS where he menoriyed The Quran by rhr age often. His intimate 
and Comprehensive knowledge csf the Quran in the COfVteKf of 1'iis religious 
upbringing 1 seems to hai-e had an abiding influence on his life. It was the anchor 
of his existence and functioned as the p<suaine#rr erf his intellectual endeavor as 
in t!iu l9.5vA he turned to Islam to provide moaning and direction for his life. 

At The age of Thirteen Qiitb was sent to an uncle in Cairo to continue his 
education, t lr gr.uiuatKii from Dar al-Ulurn where became under rbc ilvHu.CUCe 
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4.1! A hh.i*; Ylnbmud ill Ah^ilJ artel his \X t- I urn i e.i nyj I L’li den f irs. lie hef.im-:- 

(jytremrly in I L'Ttste d in English literal lire .1:1 d if ad ov idl y anything In.' Lould Lt. 
his hunds on id translation. Upon $ndittiion he was appointed as intpeetCKf - I 

[he ministry of educa^o-m 3. position he eventualIj gave up to devote ..df 

exclusively to 'writing 

Qlirb’s written wnrl was prnlifir. besides rhe ir rerr.rf r.iri-: in nf [he Qunn, hr 
is credited with twenty Tour hooks. He also iiwilnniilLV ninny "hrler ro m.i>; 
.Hums. espiCr iilI I y diSCtlsSi lip lIil- tsv.k-i th.il were hinn debated -1 

the intellectual clerics of Egypt at rite riflfc The first phase of bis ^-nrli was 
mostly literary,, including poetry, stories and ankle?., and liter,try ei cicmn Hi 
was later to renounce all These works and Trgnet ever having written then. In 
the late wrote ln'ii hooks on Quran l topics, .lvsirting 111 the irr-i:d 

tion, "1 have ffiund (hi Quran. 

like other Egypiiart intellcetiuls who hud been en inion-ed nf 1 h-.■ Wo:, such 
at Taha Husayn, Ahmad Amin and hh ut-n' r \hh.iv Mahmud I A.piad. 
Eayyt^Qutb unJetwenT a transformation n the lace IIsHiK T'ds aim- w ,■ it-.uk 
of B-rifish war policies during At nr .1 War 11 nd as .m .ilrcrtnarh ■ 1 The creation 
nf rhe stair nf Israel. J he latter he perceived as .1 rejection of the right, of rh: 
Arabs tu selFiletcrminatiini and a rejection ;>e their equality -.•■ \\ estem rn.ui. In 
L 949 lie l'.lhil to ebe United States ro wudy edue.it ion al dtnmistr, 1 im :i VA sh 
IiigTon, D.C., arid in California, Hence he witnessed the w ideand unqoesr .mg 
support of the American press for Israel I h s a ong w icH w hat he fell in be the 
denigration of rhe Atphe left Qtith wrh a hineme-w he w.ts nen r <' le ro shed 

Sajryld Qutt was sm.ill «n huild, s i'Ty Jjik, and Soft Spokett, Ih w.isdi ■!i"... 
by his crmtcmpuTiirii's its rxtTLiiM'ly sensitive, humorless. veil irriii-.:', inti i-w... 
oriented. (He Jlvo appears to have suffered I mm .1 ■■ jmty ir .11 linen: ■>. at the cud 
of his life he Is reported to have curried incdm .iliuii with bins where he weni. 
The swarthiness of his complexion may have >ecn a contributing faerm --i Ins 
sensitivity to what hr experienced as strong racial prejudice in the l nil:.'. I scare- 
He now fdr thar rbis cotincTy, which ike mmy nTher young Ar.ihs he Had idol¬ 
ized, rejected him, his being, and his identity. Hes.ivv rht“ in]iasni'( 11: rh<' uproot 
ingot the Palestinians, lully supported by America, with its imlicii 1 ■. 1 e ■.. 11 1 
of ali Arab peoples. 


AN ISLAMIC ALTERNATIVE 

Upon his return to Egypt. Hayyi-J Qotb joined else Hvioslicii Brotherhood and 
began writing on Islamic topics, In has books he proposed an Islamic ideology 
as an nlrernative to those systems com pet in |; fi.ir tigypti an allegi mce, sii'dit itriu. 
the test id tils life tu .it Lii nlatlng the ccmlcnt, Mmix.’, ami method id this ideob 
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fifty. Thus in his early books on Islamic subjects, the Islamic ideology is pin- 
posed as an alternative to those of communism, capitalism, nationalism, liber¬ 
alism* anil secularism. I hest' wri thrifts, uiony; WLtti tho'^' of later [if-riixtj of his 
Life, cuiititLuc to prcwick contemporary Muslims with the ideological mid emn- 
licmaJ content presently undergoing the Islamic revival. Qutb's watk his Lad 
extensive dissemination throughout the Muslim world, and his ideas have 
become the accepted definition cal Islam a:id its rule in shaping the snrul, pnljif 
ical, economic, intellectual, cultural, and. ethical aspects, of society. At ihe time, 
however. The content of the ideology was Tentative in his mind. His writings 
were a kind of ea.rffi.ll crjfriTiy; i ■! .1 wan able' syrnhrsA of ideas which he fe.lt 
might replace jIL others li 1 lIic marketplace of ideologic;!. WiLtmst altmsvt in the 
spirit of dialogue, he wrote in l£ 5 f*: 


If it becomes evident that Islam possesses or is,< apavk* o( solving our basic prob¬ 
lems, of gejinTinf!; ns s comprehensive social justice, of resr-witig for us justice in 
government, in sennamics, in oppomm.ties iinel in punishment. .. then without 
dmibr ir w III be rtia-tK capable, than any other system we may rieek to borrow or 
1 mutate, to work lii out nation.' 

Touring this period, Qutb was inlLuenced. by the writings of Muhammad 
Assad !Leopold Weiss) and Abu ai-Ala Mawdudi, writings which became avail¬ 
able in fgypt in 1^51. his early Islamic wtS tings are filled wItH references to 
their work. Hi. 1 , lut-ec works continue where they left off, an:l in fact are the 
radical conclusion. of ideas expressed by them. 

Qurb believed that the Islamic ideology would present a potent argument 
agninsc capitalism as well as help solve all rhr ptohlems th.gr make comrpuiiivm 
appealing to the muftis, such at the uneven distribution of wealth, mitmpjuy 
ment , low w ages, unequal opportunity, corruption of the tabor force, and poor 
productivity, as well as a myriad of social problems. Furthermore, the syvrem 
would fret' rhe Muslims fjrim subservience to either capitalism ur cmmsiiinixiii, 
providing social justice, international aspect and dignity as well as freedom 
from the evils of strife and war, “A system that provides lis with the bread that 
corn muni sm provides, and frees US from economic and .soc'.nl disparity, realising 
a balanced society while sustaining in spiritually. 1 

Thus not only would the Islamic ideology solve social and economic prob¬ 
lems, it would provide Muslims with a sense of self*-worth. "The individual 
w 1 the mt is Cumprehensivt ideology that hinds hurl LO heaven a lid earth .S a 
wretched dwarf ar.d a neglected Joundling, The ideology is necessary,'Che nie- 
rjflogy "provides the individual with a goal greater than hiniself, the goal 
becomes rhe society in which he lives and huniaiiiLy of which he is a member, 

Iti this tentative proposal, Qutb suggested that the IsUmir system had room 
for j wide range nf rnaTiifesrations which nr« correlated tn the natural growth 
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of The society .trull the necessities of rnttdfr it life, pOi:-, h C ;ln lhI|I; is they jti 1 
within the circle of Itltiti. H l saw ho necessity l ■ 11 having a sing.]* Mamie 
nation, tlmu^h III lull it very itnponanr Iiii all Muslim nations to fui n me blue 

Thu Mamie system is not rest riel ed Ettlrlt to a replica of | li< tir\| IsUimc n-\ u-ty. 
bur is ertTj 1 social f:--ri“i g/mCrntd hjr tlieiul.il N in i ■ h-.l •• It: I hr l-.l.iiru 

system hit* room fur tCurcS of models which at< Wlfl|j-.libit » llh the 11 lur.il 
growl h of ;i socicry ansi the new nerds of the contemporary age ■» lonj: ■■ the mi l 
Islamic idea dei'iiirtacrs these models in its expansive ** irin.il p»e.rwtr 

Ut‘‘hilf‘ maintaining tin 1 erern.tlity csf ihe ibjrulb -is Gud-giveri .uid r: i: -.list 
firr every ttmK arid place, Quit: affirmed during. Ihit- period ih.u (hr iw .1 ■ 

11 ili seh>|H'{: I roiti ir.tui > .p;. Ik .i i i•: ■ ii . ■! the it (he ikKIU 1 1 ■. 1 .11 f.i. 1. It 

means througli winch Muslims can reinterpret k Iil eternal preseripts in order 
to h.iVL [hem become relevant to modern lil'e, its needs arid jrohlcms. ‘a re [111 
sfianaft is legislated by God, is eternal and unchanging, [nth s rude by man to 
deal with specific situations. Thus rheofLgtnal model of M.vnic >cn_-:y V riot 
[he final vision of this society ... t!ic;c ate visions ever new. M H»e uniqueness 
sit [he Mamie vision is Thar it is fashioned by The shariah which created 11. w I I- 
other lepal and social systems area response to local, temporary needs 

The eternal by and unchanging narureofthe gu-v.ii'tee* that: rI■ ■.- new 

fiqh relevant ro the events of 1 he da t he yen it 1 ne ,1 n d .uu Iren 1; c Me « a rn ■ iqa ■ nsr 
accepting modern culture and Islsimicmng, it- I tw must ht a kirr er humun 
indulgence nt»d desire. I'he necessity of keepipg new tn'crpr?'-. ■ ions n line with 
the shariah in tt? keep excesses rjnr. bur rhihe nri'N rhe e k .1 in|^l:‘ nf the iTijn h 
m the United States w here dpncmir is allowed in ih<' yhurch hui ding. II: '. IIn 

about the irc.sl 1 iTfi:! lights ami ihe Nr nil. illy .injU-s: nj; itiun'.l , hi :.lm pEouh' . hill r:| r . 
to the music and lyrics of "'ft.ihy h s Gold Outside. 

The Mamie ■■ isu iti in p-reposed became it is more .inthi-irn. and will i*.it:iit 
the Support of the masses. “"Then? is a permanent .LuntliLl between the spirit ■ :■! 
legislation, we burrow and tliL ethos nf the masses ior whom we IcgMaie Pi-.- 
pie lire nlsCiialcd frOiis laws pmmu.lg.iied Ir. [hi national giwrnSmrrtt that .11: 
borrowed from Western sources. Tims 111 notes tlon unless the people e.r- 
respond ro and appropdare rise laws as ilieir own, sucicry is deomed to Jis t 
rcgfaiLon and anomie. In order to have a moial society, [he ideology itii_-»c be 
grounded in rhe Quran and follow rhe design of God for humamre ’■ 

Qur'b says thar there are two ways of understanding [he meaning of c ■■ Lli- 
MtHon- Muslims could either da in that we have a unique ck: lit mon and have 
chi rifj.ht to have out share in providing for an audiennc rmlvaniu, or we 
COuld '‘burTCKW re.ndy iiintk jikjJl'Is . . . hi oipy indlsL'nmiunrcly evuTytlniig we 
see VpLtlioUr rhuuglit ur Jsscssment. The lir n*. meaning, lie says, is cmr u idei 
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itOuJ. and followed by human bungs. while the setunj is understood by mon¬ 
keys who emulate everything they see. 15 

fksides providing a sense of dignity,, of self-worth., arid oh paitieipation in 
rhe- 'liaping iH huni.an society,, an Islamic ideology provides also for the respect 
of tlniSi: wIim hart mi value fuj us ;tl prtieiiT, hy which he means hairh fhe West 
and [he communist nations. Kue Qi&tb. both what he tails Lhe cEHEimunist West 
and fhr capitalist West are The same They are two systems chat have acted as 
ont hloL- of “enmity toward »v.” Palestine is a witness to rhis enmiry,” 

Cura iiibiiiun ihowi'd as the value of the principles it preaches the liiy :i armed 
Israel- [travel is the •frilly nation estiWIielitd on earth aaied oil religious alfchitkin. 
The religimiE. elemcHi is rhe iimr rhing cwrununkn* denies as ,1 conatiiurtM of 
nation JkiucL [c winild he the last rhing i: would embrace or deferi.! Ilowper, coin- 
niuni.m has no principle vhcupr its own interest. It crimplcs the principles ir 
advocates . 11 

The Uni red States also has given arms and support to Isr^e . It is. obvious that 
Capitalism h;L-. no respect for the Arabs. The experiment csf capitalist rule in 
Egypt u:idci colonial supervisitm left the people In a» oppressed condition. It 
divided ihe country into classes of the oppressors and rhe oppressed, 

Who will dare to claim cSiac rh-iss mi 11 ii>n of hungry, naked, hirafotw pe.19u.1rni 
whose i'lrestinCs arc devoured by Mrsums, whose eyes are a:tien by flies ami whose 
blood ii sucked by insects ire humans whoeiiiUy lrjina.ii dignity and hulhail rights 
r* The Capitalist floes ns cbi mH ,. , Who will da re ro claim that rhe- hu ndeeds of 
ehoucandE of disabled heggari, who search for crumbs in garbage hoxes, who are 
naked, bare foot, with fain crjsred with diir.. -. Who wi I dare wi uy Thar they 
art the iOurce authority in rhe nation. board. oil democratic eLtCliOii? 1 * 

1 has the political insrifutipiLS devised by those emulating the Weat are riOt 
only alien to the people.. they arc a frJud. Fui instead csf fostentig dignity, they 
perpetuate want; in place of tutfictciKy. poverty and subservience to those in 
power, They continue rhe myth that the ratio'll is the soura yf-authority, Since 
the nation i.-, made up of ‘millions ot" emaciated, ignorant, hungry people w‘ho 
toil night and day in search of food and who can spare no rime in exercising 
whir is called "the right to voce ’ and “freedom of choke,"’ they fnllmv the 
bidding of these masters whip con trail iheir source id livelihood. 1 ' 

The masses may be anraered to communism precisely because they have 
experienced rhe evils of capn-aUsm. "’Communism in ityj|f" suys Qutb, M is an 
nuigiiihuint idea whiuh Jc.-.erves nu rexpnirl from ibusc who tin lit liumaJtfLY', 
above the level of food and drink."" 

It is our of che disgust with both capitalism ;md communism lLul ;l third 
alternative hecumes nacMsaiy. Thu idea of the Islamic bloc yeas inspired by a 
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speech given to [he Amnian Conerr^ by Liotqar Ali Khan of Pakistan. A- ,i 
blue. Islamic countries would be strong and theref-ore respected hy cli l- m» 
other blocs. 1 ' 

This Islamic alrernative is the proposed response 10 she exclusively appro 
piloted significance thaT East and West ascribe to Themselves 

There we two Huge blocs the ijcunmuniM Rlur in che Hast -ind rh« Capitalist fill v 
in she Wesr. I'.ach. Jis ieminarei deceptive pf-ap.ig.indi ThrapghourT the world cliiru¬ 
ing That there .ire (inly rwn alreni.n n e views in rhe world, rninnuin on .ind e.iji 
T.ilksrn.. ind rh.ar orher n.itinr.s have no .ilre-marne hui to ally tkrrmdvo nitii iinr 
titoc or [he mher. There is no oilier way isur. .. Jc is clear that both ili-r Western 
Rloc find rhr- Fasrfm Mnr arc rigbiing nice rhe .vnr'M, 1 mifii l.ir i Fairies ' 
lllfir own interest ai rise expense of lit:-- uaiimi-. and ivlin ate in : I-: i= 

orbit., .. As rw ns. wli.ii jx 4 >iir staty in eli>rrujytle : ft I n r re.. eni > ci(m 
emd in Palestine (fine neither the F-asrerri Bloc nos the Western him e xrij 
erctkiiee to the values Uity advocate. 01 vonsider i* uursches .i\ ■ >1 tuiisc- 
qi.in.LL-.. .. 'OFe will receive no mercy fro n eiiher :■ 'a e tie oppressed stranger* 
in the runss of both, Wc arc 1 1 1 ■: r lT ■ ■ r c the lail end "I the (tlfia rcs.irdlrti I he 
road, we Sake.. .. Flute llic cxnting social Curt ill enrnr rendered us us ,i n.itmn tvf 
shoes, not oii lj- tu uur resident ma^lLTS, bul Lu .nif .ml hurls- th.it mj> hiSVei Ir.im 
the West or the Hasr eIkiuljiiJs of nil cv awry:' 


THE ISLAMIC WORLDVIEW 

1 he Egyptian revol ilium of llJ.Sj brought inthiLiiastit. sup-pim I ruin i hr ,V ■: v lam 
firutherkiKKi. 1 he Free Officers hud provided ami and tiairtini: [.or members ol 
t.ie fL m the r hood prior to rhe revolution. LJ|jnn jc-.uirinie power ih-. officers vrrt 
for finyyid Qnth. He tunc firm ed :ii n nintu leant hit ox months during woe a hr 
li rrpsorted wi have rnt-en, slept, and vine'll in uurciTv ill policy ivirh ihi ()fl::*i r. 
trying, to infli^nce (heir plant for rbe country I I. eft ■ i-,.L|i|:■.i: n c hi c.ni'4 rhi'v 
did not opt for his ideas of insriniciug an Mnmic srarr .mo assigning the pnvi- 
titms of leadership to committed Muslims from the membership of rhr Mu nr 
Brotherhood. 2 ' 

Jr was du rimg this pe r ioo t Kst he wrote severaI boobs deo i ng w u h q he Ll im .l- 
view of reality and [he world as he perceivest j[ 1 hew wettings ire lev- rmirame 
m nflrure, I'hey BrdcutaTe in absolute terms the nature and scope of [he khrmr 
visiijn, anempting to deal with such questions as the source, .Tinhenticity .ind 
function of such a worldview. Affirming its divine source, its originaliry and 
applicability ro the modern world. Qtirb appears Throughout to be aware of the 
contending ideologies he was challenging. I le identified rfie essential characriT- 

istiei Ot" thiv mi shin, 
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1. [jOrdihip [uJ CrijJ | (ftlhlftHriyytlljj: The pri maiy t h.:raettirisrjc: of ;he 

LL amic vision is its divine origin. This distinguishes it from other iduolo^iev 
posited by human beings in rtwir quest rn> devise a comprehensive system that 
enn jjive meaning tt> their lives, to the' world in which they live jinj che rela¬ 
tionship of both to the Creator, the source oi all being. 


It t; a divine vision rhajc pmet-eds irons Gcid in all in particularities and rs «.«en- 
r:als. [r is received by "rnan” in its prrfcct condition. He is ikx to (ximpLemein n 
from his own frtsonxetsl or delete o11> of its rather Ire - Ls 10 appropriate it ami 
iiBplemetu all its essentials in his life, 3 

AIL visions other than the Islamic proceed from human arrogance which 
attempts by means of human whims and desires co demise si comprehensive 
worldview. I his is true not only in Ithuse philosophical views that affirm ideal 
ism, pta^iruLisiu. or dialectical materialism., 3 but is also the case with poly¬ 
theistic thought 1 systems which are grounded in hit man emotions and fears, and 
in other revealed religions which have been corrupted and falsified "by them 
mlherrnT.s. f'he vCriptures crF the last axe now Supplemented by ideas of human 
li iigin. £L lsbm alone Lias remained preserved in its principles, its sources have 
not been polluted,, not has lcs Truth been superimposed with fal.sehood.’'' 1 a facr 
attested TO by God. Himself: H Lo, Verily We lmve revealed the Reminder and 
tlia? ’W'e are it. Guardian 1 " (5. l.>:9}„ Thus the validity of this claim is verified in 
the Quran which affirms its own auriieniicity. (bee 5. 42:52—3; 53:l-dt 69:<H-7j 
5:67; Z&iSGi 6: 115.5 

Vf'hlle the Islamic vision applies to :ht realm tif liumail existence and SCtiOrl, 
mail us niLupablc uf CUJciptehcnJuig iLS totality. 

Me -s limited by his cieimteluioil.... lie Ls nor ]ierf«et or eternal His ability 1o 
know is limited ay his nimre and function, which IS viCtgcrfriey Ort the f-Srth 
through whieli the meaning of worship iS fulfil ;d He has Keen granted lhecnjiac- 

I ity to comprehend wfiSt is necessary for his role as vicegerent, no less, no mure.” 

2. Constancy (tfrafwt)t This characteristic uf the Islamic wurldview, like all 
hers, pTfK;re<.h fmm rlie l.iirtlshiy. of God a ml provides the basis on which 
singL and progress are to be understood. Qutb sees. The Islamic vision ns a 
dynamic force that can be implemented ci a variety or srioal .structures and chat 
can manifest itself i™ different forms of xaciety. However, there is a constancy 
in Its essential core which neither changes nor develops. This does not raquire 
the ossification of life and thought, rather it makes room for dynamism “within 
a constant perirnttfer around a ourstatu axis. * T"lic si vadLu.st ness is the char¬ 
acteristic of all oi God's creation which is evident in matter, in flit* atom as well 
as the universe. 
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Tilt: >:mhl;iiiL axis lot' mart .s hi:-, huinariiiy, endowed ihniAlJ^h the divtni. 
becaih arid thus placing him above othes creatures. Although he prows and 
develops from sperm into old age, rhevr developments cfn not dter his fi.n--r.int 
humanity. VI nu s r rvatmn or clt'^rnOanon is m (ill rent rrl.itim: hi r hr proximity 
or (Jiiteanc? From the SOlLfCe rtf his hiimJuuty.' 

The existence d steadfast camiancy ai the core of all reality. Quit? be I h-ts. 
plotters, against rampant deviation from the truth.'"Ir controls human activity 
and change so that if may not proceed without guidance, .is occurred ir E : urupe 
when it severed its hand lo belief, leading U> its m.MT.mlc cunditiisn. i bis 
corsenm core provides n criterion ul judgment that avoids aiirilessness and lack 
cd direction, and functions as a corrective to the human tendency r.■ foLlow its 
own whims. 

TV doctrine of constancy contradiCTs that ui unrestricted progress |Vvr I- 
i.ifjfd m tin.' West In L'dmhnt the tyranny of the ihurih. irs nperuu's-. to i j die as 
led to corruption since It giant-, ihc right and jiaa-iilaLiaLaiiii tor the existence oj 
every concept, value, conditiun or system as long as it is new. lemma lion ai d 
newness arc- a saperfici.il and accidental iust hcation «h ch should not be the 
criterion hy which rhe validity of values is determine.:!. 

'] he doctrine of L'Hinstrincy :n t hr id mine vs sjtI-.ls ir - ss is | > rs■s r : , i I by ijuth w 
j Jan: ngniro: Wc star nidation ansi I he apprupnati:.rt ■:■! the t"urO|jL-an valises, 
ideas. L asl on is. and tasJltQflS.' 3 ll alio functions as a : Li U .1: i: >i i "I tlu- hasiL intd 
lectaal premise of Darwin's theory of progressive evuluiion,. - well as ihai . I 
dialectical nnsTrTtaljsm. 

The doctrine of constancy in rhe Islamic worldview, as tj.nh t.-,w u. hnth 
guarantees the inrug.ratio-n :lhlI h.Lrn-.imy ill Muslim Ills with Ti.ir . : I it:' ..iv: - 
rtf the uiuvcnic, and alio provides uisuraneC in the order 4-t mtit-y and n: 
awareness of the permanence of the orbit within which otic eves and mum 
Thus, the Muslim can proceed knowing that Ins actim s are leading toward 
progress, that his movement is forward and upward v, willed by God. Inf rig 
yesterday,, today, and tomorrow.''' 

If Muslims ]M!rsist m n-ppnipr citing Western me:hudv, values, and sry.i'x. jijri 
Qutb, they will hariri iujL Cmly themselves but all humanity curcr thry will fn 
falsifying and altering the only nae suuicc of guidance .i:td tevtlaiiu • t-■ ■ i 
God, the on ly true source of constancy. 

T|vwf who attempt io alter this vision riihcr under die name of renewal, reform 

or progress, or under rhe guise-of eradicating :he remnants of r|-.f Medieval age or 

under any other sluE-in .ire our hj.1 enemies. Thewsre rhe enemes nt humankind. 

Qntb then proceeds to fault rhe Western!zers because "thev feed on rhe prod¬ 
ucts irf ihe nineteenth- at eiyhT-Hr-n r n-century l;"uropean thougm, nor rheir own, 
and rtvey have not as yet reached the products ol the twcntieth century. 
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j. Ca»iii prehcrev ■, ci ics fsfwiNNfJ; I he rhird chsracrcriseic of the hi tunic 
vision is its ccmnprehensl're nature. Mari himself is newer able to provide an 
equivalent comprehensive substitute, due in large part tu his Rnicude mid hit 
limitation in time and place. Man is unable to provide a complete system rhai 
Takes into nccounT all considerations and aspects “It is impossible ilia* a human 
ermcept i it a huma.nl y devised system wcmld ever personify comprehensiveness, 
Lt will always he rrrn purri ry m tTajtmentnTy. 

The tree Islamic vision has been Cmruptec] hy chtisK who river the years have 
complicated x by mixing it with othei ideas such as those of Plain ur AHstocle 
at well at some Christian theologians. They are the “hO-ealkJ" Islamic philos- 
op hens who incorporated these ideas into Islamic thought. This mixing is unue 
eeprabk tweause the Islamic vision is unique and does not accept ideas from 
Cither sun rceS. 

1 his vision is «f such CuniprclivmdvcnCSs and Im'ulch. uf precision and depth, of 
auilienticity and integratedness that it icieeis erery fuce:e:i element, even chough 
it is merely a verbal expression which is eimcntly fashionable in foreign 
f i ■irfllfi-m.il | cl rcle^S. 11 ' 

The comprehensive nature uf [slum is remlorecd by the unity that proceeds 
from the One Divine source. Thit unity is manifested in the aica* uf “c benight 
and behavior, vision and initiative, doctrine and system, source and reception, 
life and death, striving and movement, life and means of livelihood, thu world 
and the next. It does not divide into sections, seel: various paths or horizons ot 
march on different nciils withgyf .appLc'inem 1 .’ n 

When humanity is United in its obedience to the (me source uf all its vision, 
understanding, values, legislation, and law, then it will be at its best, lit this way 
:, The rota I human endeavor must become one m ovement, bent on the realization 
of the purpose of human existence., . worship, the worship dm is made evident 
in man’s bondage to God alone un all that he undertakes sis a vicegeremr.’ ,v ' 

Some Muslims have divided human activity into two Spheres, ifoudai (acts al 
worship! and tmvmtdfot (human relationships), This Iulc interpolation into 
Islamic thought led some people to believe that a Muslim could continue to be 
a Muslim if h« separates between the two and fulfills the acts of worship ateijnl- 
iiig to the Islamic injunctions while rel uniting tne area of hi$ relations to cither 
human beings to legislative sources ntltc- than Islam. This to Qutb is unaccept¬ 
able To him The comprehensiveness of the system guarantees that “Islam is a 
unity that i? indivisible, Any one who divides it imo two secnons is ouistde this 
unity, in uthcr words, he is outside this relip.K>n. 

4. Balance I'trrri-innml This characteris-tlc has preserved the unique nature of 
Islam It is evidenced in the harmony that exists between that which is revealed, 
which hniriiwi can vmii and apprehend, and rhnt which is accepted by JaiLh 
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since man lias no capacity to cmmprebend it. Human nature feels cotnftM table 
with this vision smce absolute knowledge rest*. wxh Cl Hid in w-mm ■:..; n place* 
his? total trust- Any doctrine that is tm.ilLy I'rHiiiri'nmiih.1 :o huni-in-. .\ no 
doctrine-’ It Li ihs balance ulIwCcu ihc known and ihc Unknown, thi revt-di'd 
and tlu' hiddtrji that Is in _-.ee iiid-iuci; with huin.'i 1 iiaiiui.'' 

. 5 . FosLcjvcncsj fijttbiyyah)! live Islamic vision cmphasii.es the posscivc rd.i 
tion of God to the world, life, and man. from obedience to God proceeds she 
posimeness in rhe livin'vex* Id-e- I‘he Islamic vurm is not a negative .« that 
dwells in thv world of the cemscimcie, it ii mar iJelIi-.ii..- or merely spiritual, but 
rather. L il is a 'protolypi fur .1 reality to hi unplcn rated .il-.iiilIi iij. :hj in 
plain. n r here is rial a single action in Life which should i'll L proceed U( .1 is tnev, 
to [his rdig.ion, noi only as nit nSinii.ition ol r.oih [hrough die [cuiittiu hoi in u 
of acrioris evidencing to others iha[ w Inch makes ■; difference in the world. 

6 Pragmatism tu>(h)ityyalh. I hi, vision k nor deo mi-c, hue r.irh«.-r is 
grounded in lhr- Teal try of I tie. Vet :r is idealism' realist 1 :n ii.r n .dim ,r rsr.ih- 
hshinjt the h1 ■ I - csl arid innsl pc rlWl system l>; ivlmh hirn.inrv can ascend.* 

The role ui naan ui perceived in Islam is wkhia ilu- limita id his capacity. 
Man is taken .is In; is, “one who eats, marries, procreates, loves, bam, hopes, 
and fears,“ Islam takes into accoura ''human nature, his capacities, bis viirues, 
evils, strengths, lvvaknesws.” It does nm purr ray m,in .u nfermr. nor dues r 
demgTPTV his roll' (in earth. Ii line-, n,n , lei ire him in :h. rn , .r dr. • any . mix 
dues it see him rn inbuilt' form. ) his is contrary til ihc H rah manic tion if man 
wIhlIi denies [lit body -is Unreal, and t... Ghristiamtv whicri sirs in n at n:adc 
of body and soul and determines That which pertains 10 the body as o il .' 1 

7, LI me ii y finnt/titi): While tauthki is the escenn.il co npnehensive character¬ 
istic of the total Islamic doctrine and its primary basis, it is also one of its. crwi- 
piiTients. 4 ' laii’hrd a die foundation of il r h0 rewaled religion* |. 1 :ii • ■ ih. 
prophets by God. However, it is unique to Isluni ri th.it 11 n the tinls irbpim 
wliidi hdS preserved it iri its pristine COrtcfiliOn, not i,d-, ityne ii . 41 Jsl.im affirms 
iliac there it one Gcxi 10 w lusni alone divinity c.oi a\si il-e-d .iud ilit-rc I, crc.i- 
turchood of everyth ing else “The only relationship between Creator ,r d crc.i- 
tiirv is thar of crcanir-rliood. I ins assures that "there is no ruler save Gnc. m 
le^iil.itor, no orypmnti-- 1 if human life and of human rvl.uionships ri the w n-l.l. 
10 Thing, things or human twines fin ve Grid. from Him alone is received alI giatd 
ante and legislation., all t>tit:iit ol life, norms gnvvTiiiiii; rdatuini-hL|is .i-J the 
measure of values,"^ 


TFf 1SE A M W. IMPPR-vTIVF 

In 1954, Sayyid Qutb was arrested with many members n! the Muslim Broth- 
erhood. .Acniaed of conspiring ro aisassinarc Carnal .Abdel Nasser, he was trice 
and sLuttiiLcd tu fifteen ysMS of bard labor. During his incarceration he revised 





78 PKJSttHi O<f THE iSlAMtC ff£51JRGfWC£ 

the tiri-T thirteen volumes of his interpierarion of the Quran and wrote several 
books, including HaMattl-Din and irJ-Sfttstaqbalti-Hadt/a in'-Dfrj, in which his 
idea* acquired-a radical beniand portrayed l^l-arcn asdic Divine Imperative ihat 
must assume power in order ro regulate all aspects of life. 

After serving ren years of his sentence. Qudb was released from prison hy 
Wasser as a rcsuSt of the personal intercession ol l3ic president ctf Iraq, Abd al- 
S;lI.hii Aref. [ he physical and mcnml tormre meted out hy lIl-l- prison uuihtmties 
to members of the Muslim Brother hood leer sears on him. Upon his release lit 
wrote Maatitn Ft tli-T&riif, Ius riSCisl eunlruversial huok. I h.v resulted in his 
arrest in 196.5. He was condemned to Jl.il]i on August 22, 3%£, executed, and 
buried in a secret plot in an an nar ked grave. To many he hecaniK t he martyr 
.obthe Islamic Revival 

In rh 15 iriKt phase of his writings, Qutb TejeetKu'l nil forms of government That 
■ lid nil? follow what hi; helieved Cob" tlcB true Isis rue system. I-hey wbt( cti*|- 
derrned net only for Their oppression bur hernuse he felt Thar they had. usurped 
[be jolf of God hy providing legislation tn govern people’s lives. 

The ideology he proposed in the early fifties as a gridline, a ’'tentative blue¬ 
print," hy ]%5 acquired a dogmatic nature, an absolute given. The variety of 
possibilities and visions were reduced to one which was mandated as the divine 
imperative that must command the total allegiance of chebelievers, summoning 
them to strive with all availab c means,, mot only to implement Islam in tlielr 
own lives but also to eradicate all other forms and systems, 

Reform was no longer sufficient since it did not deed with the root of the evil 
[fiat permeates society. Only a radical transformation,, a totally new beginning, 
what he In one place called the new birth, the categorical destruction of the old 
system, can guarantee the flourishing of God’s system. Only then can the uto¬ 
pian society Lake icsot, the ‘'Kingdom of God on earth. 

To struggle in the path of God, tor Qutb, demands the willingness of The 
believers lo tenounoc egoLitticai achievements and. individual goals, The pri- 
niaty goal should be the corporate benefit, the htnmah living in righteousness 
under the law of God. Only iIil-ii can they recapture the ascendancy they were 
destined Co have. 

In rhi* endeavor religion it the snurce (if true sustenance. It not only provides 
the mujahsti lone who strives to re.iliz*: God’s will;. SCildict) wIlI'i the courage TO 
speak nut, to pre'-tribv the good and fnrhiH evil, hue it jlso endows him with 
EEiiLFinirniTy, with peace and the willingness to lay down his life few the cause of 
God. '"All people die; he is a martyr, He depart? this world tit the Garden while 
his opponent goes to the f ine,’'"' 1 Jins he faces death not out of resignation hut 
with the full assurance of his fulfilling the will nf God, Lhrough the ultimate 
iiheHietife, the essential meaning of what it means tn he truly human. 
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Religion is also the h;pl arbiter of all that is, St » ncn a fact of cukure oc 
s-epar-aE'e from iT. It pruvjds--. hrnh rhc framework w rhm whirl? .ill a-,;.*.-■. ,ir life 
are to be designed and the mem ire; hy which ihry are judged. Re gum it ■ ■L!. 
jnd shapes culture. ]| ii the active ingredient III all that nj.i- ilmJi.r 1 .aVrs. 

Thus arLtCiiljced. tlic religion of Fslam uvuinics an exclusive mle. It no ■ -m-r 
functions as one alternative among others. Rather, grounded in tin- le.-rf."^ 
of the Quran which k affirmed as rhe only preserved true rcvclirkm ■ 1 ■ ' c 
ST.in jS- in iudgrnenr liver all pi i surd sprrms, norn: 1 ., valises, .usd i:I■ jyes As 
Ljtx: s vision for human ily it alone cum ri.nrds uhcdierice and commitment.* 
jews and ChiLitirms have it One tittle received L'lC visum limn GnJ, but they 
have disLurtcd it, They have allowed, tltcit re ligiCMh leaden to interpret dir 'srip 
lures, legislate norms and values In this-they have i ‘■urped the ml- of C-- -a ho 
alone is in possession of The pouter of governance ” E he role "1 Mu* on is not 
to legislate but to adhere faixhfu Inn rvhiv.irn-rr r, rhc way th.irfiuil has enjned 
for huTnonny. Muslims (now rhai their victory and supremacy 11 (hi w rid .ire 
esrablssheyl by their faithfulness to the true guidance. Tn veer I mm Such .1 visiem 
vvnuld lend lu dissipation., victory turning to O1dc.1t.‘ 

The [slainic vision is jcjLI/cJ in the world through liurn.m endeavor. F01 
“rive truly- chosen people of God are ihe M.rmc ummab. th.11 which dwells 
under God's banner regardless of race, natio-n, color or region.” 

Islam came KJ elevate man and save film £ro<n rhc bon 4 > of Mfili and sotL, the 
bondsol flesh and blood- • ■ There is rwv e. ii.ury tor the Moduli sscepit rhii 0 .1 : re 
the afcj n'jJi of God is established. when? human relarlnm are hi'ruled by i he 1 r reh 
t ion ship to God. There is no nationality for 2 Muslim empt his creed wli eh 
made-. hun 1 member of the Lil am fujim.ilj m rhc Abode of i'ljm [ he Muslim 
has no rciativtj except I hose who prCKJrnd from faith In £hJ . 1 he rrljr <xs -I 

the Muslim are -nw his father, mother, brother. u-ife oe tube unl«* the priti 
relationship is to die ere-iron bum rhe>e c proceed- :o Klin..I r-H.v ns ■ 

It is clear time Is .nr in tlv* context .i.tMmt* .1 liberating role. ■ ru* 1 -n 
vantiunal rril.iEiiiri.-, hips and trad ir ioii.lI role-, ups ds down. Ir h.L-. xs own -.! efi 
uition not only of reality- and ihe world h-ui of how th'ia.-, ■ -.igl-ii to hr :hc 
goal toward which all humanity must strive. 

This religion is a geneial proclamation foi rhr Hbcratioei of "man’" 00 “earth - 
Iran bondage m creamres.. .. The pmel.im.irKvn I rhe s,,lv I nrdrhip find user 
the -worlds means: a compreherjiive revolution againsr the governance of hunai-- 
111 its variDies shapes, forms, syuems and crindi:., ,r_i and rural reriell ."-n agarn.-n a I 
Conditions in ehe world where ucjvxrnrncTir is [oanrrolled be hum,ires.^ 


lsln.ni rree( m,in from subservience to any n1.1m.1n pcnrutions, iii-ee-., ind 
attitades (b.Ll are deKtruetivi tn ehe hun 1 ..in bemse and rh<’ earn in,in ty. Mai 
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LtLlflti-l u» :>£ passively responding. l'.w.ki ng ul dejection the nrm rntwr of m<iue 
w l'ii' secktu oppress him: lit.' he ini(.arts, S-lifds 1113 nu i ,:.ts- aitd aKiuine-, rht 1 
reigns of his own destiny aid that of tHc itmtnflh rhFOiigli attcamlinitift thesr 
wills and gtxnly to those of find and I Lis order. 

f'Tom this sr.incu and with the ah.iolu.re .i.iaranre of rhe exclusive possrssion 
id ihe only truth. Queb Culled On fellow Muslims to rejucr the West jud the 
VE'efitCnii'ii’tS because tliei' ate patterning Lhtit lile slvlcs and chi: merms tif the 
society after those of the People of the Book. God prohibited Muslims from 
receiving guidance from any source save the Quran “He proscribed inner defeat 
before any ocher people on rhe enrth ■ which leads no che imitation of rheir 
socsety. Ihe Muslim community was established for ritre role of leadership of 
humanity. It nv.utr derive its Customs as well :lS its ideology from rhe source dipt 
eliiiffl! it for leadership.' 

Tire Quran had clearly warned the IVfuiliriis nut Lu-have cu:ilucls with t.'hriv 
dans arid Jews because they always seek to earn Muslims away front theii lakh. 
Perceived front the scope of rhe Quranic vision all rrarions. controversies, and 
issues between rhe West and Muslim count ties cue reduced too religious strug¬ 
gle in which Christians and lews attempt in p variety of methods to undermine 
The Muslims’ commitment ro Islam 

It 11 the eternal doctrine which we see verified in tvcir time and place •. This is 
die reality of rhe battle which rhe Jews, and die Ctirlsrinns- initiate in every land 
and ar all times sgainsr the Islamic community.,-, Ir s the bstde nf doctrine That 
is raging benveen The Islamic camp and these two armies who may [at timesJ fig.hr 
among rhemse! ves ... however, they always cooprrare in the battle against Islam 
and The Muslims. 

It is die battle of the doctrine in its essence and reality, yet the tmi veteran camps 
or enmity to- [slam and the Muslims color ir in various ways and iai»t different 
banners over it in calumny, cunning and con-eaJmtnt. '['hey have experienced the 
Muslims' leal for the.ir religion and their doctrine when they faced them Under 
the banner of doctrine. Alter that, llic CisCinics LUrntd ScOUii-d ..tod (‘bailfifd the 
signs of the battle. They di<f nor announce if a war in the nsmr- of docrorw — as ir 
k ill reality—refills the IC-xl and emot on of the doctrine. fi-srlier. they announced 
It in rhe nsrr.c of land, td economics, of politics:, nf military bases ... w hatever. 
They proclaimed to those is ha were gullible among us thar the issue of doctrine 
is an old story thar has no rr.rar.i71g. It is no mure advisable to raise ils banner nOr 
to wage war in its name. I hat is the Sign of the JunatiC.ll rcUCti-Oiifitricsl That is in 
Order to allay the s>Ulp£rtlririg of seal for r|»c doctrine .. wh ik in rhrnvtelvM! i mer- 
riariiinal Zionism, [meriiatiotial Ctusadtrism—in addition to International tom- 
rminism —all of rhei« enter rhe h.ittk primarily .mil ihove all else to destroy this 
mighty ruck which they have long butted and which has bloodied all trf them. 

Ir is rlir hncrie- of the doctrine. Ir is nor a straggle over land, produce or military 
bases nor .s it any «if these ra.se banners. "I bey falsify ir to as biv-.lliiC of l Sprrer 
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-purpose [KfV Itefp w>ihemselve-? in orderto Jelei vr us about rhe iiaftireanJ euencc 
of (hr baric anil if we are dreeixd by thfi: treachery lit Can blnne only 
ourselves.' 1 

MetUIwtliLe, it is rit’Lts-.iiry itjr .Vluslnri-i It, ,isslii:v Cliu11 :nu ol Ii'.i.li '- li |i 
rh rough Islam.. not inly IXCJUSC it is the only chi =' the* |.»:\sl\- .•■■ .1 ■ 11 r 1:■-1. 

tion Lt? society. Nor it ir because Islam provides a unique v sion erf rhe world .r- 
be asserted during the second ph.ise. Rm Islam must assume rh- l-.i ■:■ -l p 
because 1 l.t It m,ndnred rodii sn, tn liberate .ill humanity Er«:m _ll:"(i' 1.1 in :■ rn .inv 
yyi.T-.“m or law save 1 rh.it of the Qu7.n1. 

Thf Kingdom erf Codon ewth win no: he established when re Ilgams leaders super¬ 
ette invereignry iin rarch .is was rhi 1 caw under the p.'iAer of 1 hi .1 iirih. nur by 
men who punTilicnte in rht name of lioiU ni was rhe case under "theocracy” nr 
divine rule; rather it is rirabliihcd when Cud's law ha.-- wn-crripncy and all iiiarrcrs 
are judged in the ligbi at tiod’s wil- is cadi ! i 111 h'd' I'.rr.-jr' 


Jwnc rf.i/»ns of rfoi- ht.imic httptrjtht 

Serial conccpTt developed during rhe lam phasy "f Qurb ■ Manny writing 
deserve closer attention due tn their irnt.tr im;;.iLt un the ogrri'iit ideas t I Mm nr 
revival litIll a certain sense. .1 grinl 1 I 1..11 ■ 1 1 whil is being published it present 
is either inspi red by his writings, plug; arizod ironi Hi is books, 01 is j cun me rit m 
cm hit idea:;. 


Sshru and LiSc fit lion 

At noted above, (he Islamic imperative was amculared a- 1 commission for lib- 
eraTion. 'I his w;li explainorl .ly Qmh in ways rcminiPCCnl oi Lnrin America t- and 
Alru American liberatimi thcnltigy. 

Th ir religion it a nniic real licclaniinn ■ -I human lif'i-r.iiii'i - i-.-.re 1 -urn bondage 
ca ocher men or to human desires.. . . To ilrcJare God's i-a-, errifrnry mean-s: lhe 
cOmprehensme revulutian against human governance in all its peicepcium, itirmi. 
system 1 and conditions aivJ the luial defiance against ev^ry eundit on on irrh 111 
which humans are sovereign, or to put it in other words in which dr- rm tn.-’:-n>:* 
m hlimans ..., in which rlw source oF power is human inat-ue some she 
matters nt other* sv.rli disregard to God. This decl.-ii trion n ran-. ‘lie (-stnerinn o: 
Cod’s luurped sovereigruy ansi ns restoration tn Him . 11 

brn:n his Intimate experience tit" perse-innim ond |nil i'.mf nr new m 1 1it.itk y 
which taw she uutveif ui proc-lamotuut, and the fuiilit-y nt di/cl.irsiiiiiris .1.. 





62 noNfiRs or rssr w^.vnir resorgmce 

preaching in rhc face of organized police repression and opposition. Noting th.rt 
Islam teaches that I here i:-, no corn pulsion m relLgion, Qlltb insisted that Lhifi 
Freedom of choice CulllCS OJlLy after tin; forces of Oppression hire hern removed 
and in places where iT is possible for people to adhere to and appreciate the 
benefit of God’s vision for human iTjr. He felr char if there a« obstructusns in 
<ht way ul the fulfillment nt this v:Sion, it bCL-omts; ncufssn ry thm u cJwy be eiad - 
irated first by force that n may become possible to aJJjLss the human h^ait nn-j 
mind after being freed from chains,"*' 

L’hiis the jihad is crucial if rhr <Ut»vh f'cnir To Islam) is ro proceed 
unimpeded. For this he notes the precedent in the life nf the Prophet Mu ham - 
mad which lie proposes as the prototype of the means of operating the dattvk 
in order to bring it to a fruitful end. ... For while the Muslims restricted their 
activities ro pTrachirg in Mecca, it became necessary for them to light once they 
Lstiddi:,hed the cumin unity in ilicdin.i. 

Truth zud falsehood ciiiiiut euexitt cci Larch. When Islam make a general litTla- 
rurL-On to citubkih lilt lordship of God Oa earth and cu liberate humanity from the 
worship of ether creatures, it is contested hj those wlw have usurped God's sov¬ 
ereignty on earth. They evil I never wake peace. Then | Islam] p r oes forth destroying 
The m to free humans from their power .... this li the constant situanon.. The Lib¬ 
erating ,tr jga.L' of jinad does nor cease until ail religion belongs to God.*’ 1 

This reiteration of the necessary militancy against the forces chaT tty to 
impede the way of Islam appear; in several sections of his iirterpretarion of rlie 
Quran. 

Is. am u non thuulugicaJ system that is realized, when -lyprOprUtcd as an .ccusugy 
. and then its misaL*n ceases, Islam is a pr-tgutiue acdvistic system of lift, it 

wirlvKrnnd; fldwi' systems which -ire liaaed on pmve-r :jnd i$ siippprred by material 
power. For Isrlam to establish its divine system, ir is ineviranle rhar rhe.se nears rial 
powers be licstnoyeJ and the powers that administer the sysicms that resist the 
divine way he annihilated.“ 

Olltfa defends the concept of liberation ns an imperative ro set humans free., 
Lu bring about Lh.c kingdom u. r Gud tin earth. He iocs the jihad lot the realiza¬ 
tion of the righteous society ordained by God as a liberating force, not as an 
oppression-^ I ie defends its militancy as necessnTy rather than loch.-ivi:. “It has 
never been ehe intent of Islam to coerce people to believe in its ideology. 4. How¬ 
ever, in the same paragraph he rules out die possibility that liberated people 
would choose hy their own fire wall to re-csrahlish systems rhixa eliminated 

This freed ocn does not mean that they will I be able so] make rlieh desires rhrir 
Gods Or' rhar they would choose by rhemjdvM m be slaves, at wher crrirureK, «r 


/ 
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that ih«y would tike whcrv a, sovereign cr»cj diem, irJ nor Sjoa ] he '-•■•Mcrn 
which rules hioiinicj 1 in thf wolid mM hnCtititt fuun<lj;'or she worship of CrtxJ 
alrais and char :» by accepting leg - si iLiOn iVoir Him \nj nc ™hu gra :•■ :h< 
nature of thiv religion — a> dtifuised ibow . nndenuwb :he impcrar v r lew the 
dynamic rncwcrntnl of hldm by jhad wuh the —side by • Ce « irh the n't iJ 
chraugh admonition—and would unoei- and that i h i»m • defalirw mi vement 

Islam at a liberating force is wmnai in •copc^, not restricted to any p oo pfe" 
hond, national or geographic boundaries Its nren.i ■, the a hi If *in d whuch 
must at times strive to implement Cod’? w J on earth ’Whenever there it 
oppress ton, Islam it com tnisi kneed to eradicate it, to combat k, wtadwr rhis 
oppression ts againM M-.iv ims, .i£,r n--r ptliterted vr ■ 'her-, w rh w h--ir 

Muslims 'nvr Tin treaties In hsS mrer-prer-ir iisi ill thv <J.:ran, Qnrh a r 

This religion is not a ieclararino ior rhe-I ilv-r.u inn of rhe AtaJi rtvan! ft i\ ma i 
message restricted torlw Arabs! . Its obj«i is ‘ms i " the ''hisman” jems ra 
scope is rhe ‘ world " . rhe * hole world- Ciod is nnr nr E nr,! ■ rl,: M.ihv • : 
nor even rhi'ivf who believe ill tbe IsJamic doc time alone. A.:d n rhr "!■ -.! ■ -1 
rhe worlds* and rhis relitdon seeks i<» resewe “the wnrld'" n> n, Imd siv.1 m eatti- 
cace people ironv bondage rn any elite save Him. Tlhe gfejic-,! hN-ii_igr in rhr nrw 
of I slam—s aibserv ienee icv human laics !egi-.'.areiL by hi: mans 

I he BttRck on nufl-maiK systems and ihe n-.isreru-e char rhr law nl (!• . 
predivnntate are nnr p lean for awlrssnevs bur pleas rhaa '. r ; rvv; .. • ■ h 

laws gnvemrpeots make ir, r:rvler r« perpriu.ue :hi*ir ruli sni it|•• « ih ir -,s 'll 
nr. people. Then, laws, Qnrh I pi r Tin-,: he removed : h.i r rnh |iisr ,, in c\.-.r -i 
the v/tirld. 

J-hiiS work, rp realise rhe iJe.t of i.i-in r-r--.il ir.- ii:i.. - ii ir - . : . n.im! 

or booty. In rhis revolution peace -n all ,r< as|atcrs is : ■!.-: I ihc pcac- I . -n- 
sc.ence, puce in ihe Nome and peace in sivier. rn ;! ike t^-iCc <ir 'i ir-i i-ni, 

fih.iii 

tayyid (Jnrh virrue a hunk im Islam and t'eace in which he -t n esl ;hr- ver 
i:-i (he eiveneiaf chi merer of Islam. !; ;>rorceLls iron - rhe repr.rr : err ar . r 
with tiie law rtf lift aintl the law s governing hnn-.ans. 

Pew iv (tie eternal principle; war is rlie evcepeion w Incii he-.', inf, .1 ieCc‘Sirj ■. 
there is a dev arioa ironv rhe irvrep rarion ewerapline.! in r‘‘n- tel pur- .-1 il r- one ilcid 
[rEMilting] in iry-ast ce, oppression. cnrTujicnsn anil d senr-i '' 

[slain ee;ecM nl ihe pisrificatHan, tor war in (hr world sr.ch -.s, nr onalism, 
UCistil, grtrfl'ii, .1 i'.lI cCrmmnic expat!sii>n. ! n,:r: rte rule nf Islam all Eicnp e w :ll 
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Hr h i i-opiirr;irinjp, thither ns ''one rlrwc family'* making "'nil creation a unity 
wills iju loiiIi.uI iLluiy purposes.' 'J he only war in Hia.rn is one ctur it 
fought while scjjvimg tu secure else dcnnjiianee uf the word nf God in rhi* wn-rld. 
Since lliv word i< the repression of HLs will, Islamic wars seek no establish 
Gild's System, affirming HU l n rcl.-.li ip nvrr nil rh-e world i " 

Ulam insists that there is no compulsion in ndi^icvn; however, the compul¬ 
sion comes into being, "'againsT those who oppose its way by foreis. 1 ^ 1 In ihis 
m/inner, Islam Ii.ik filacnd a cerram responsibility on Muslims. 1'hese include the 
followii:g: 1.1 It is the duty of Musliui.t lt» protect the believers chnf They do nor 
stray from The religion, permitting the use of force to repel force. 2) Islam mnw 
he guaranteed freedom of projxigatlon, otherwise ir becomes incumbent on 
Muslims tn ■'flrqdic.ni'ti’' any cypprewive powers on The earth which impede The 
diiwak fti Islam. i) Muslims must he able tn Jllirni God's sovereignty on e.yrrh 
and remove those who usurp this sovereignty by legislating Laws. 4j Muslims 
must be free to establish rhe great jnsTice that all people may enjoy its bene firs. 
"This means rhac Muslims must corn bar oppression and. injustice wherever they 
are found, even Lhnu^h it is the oppression nf the individual again’-': himself, the 
oppression of society against itself or the oppression of tire government against 
its constituents. 1 * 1 

Islam confronts the forces that attempt to impede it* progress in three ways: 
Lj People are invited to jnin Islam, the final religion, the way nf truth, the law 
tii ar realizes justice for all people. 2) If they refuse, they ace asked to pay jiiya 
Ipcitl tax! 1 as a symbol of The cessation of hostilities and their affirmation of rbe 
freedom of Muslim.-; to pnopaRStte rhriT faith, II If they refuse, then the only 
option left is wax since the enemies of Islam would be fighting God's wall, keep 
ing humaniry from enjoying the bencnTS that accrue from rhe Islamic order such 
ns " light, justice nnd comprehensive peace," 1 

Mgwducli’s works wnich were published in Arabic after 19.S1 appear tu have 
had a great influence on Sayyid QurH's writings on jihad. He quotes him as he 
accuses the Wesr of evaggeraTirrg and embellishing the word jihad rhar it lias 
enme to men fcivagery and blondirttinp;- It psngirei up “fur them’ images nf 
“savage- hordes with burning, eyes, yeLhng Allahu Akbar ... kilbng kafirs' [non* 
believers]. The West on the other hand has ''spent centuries and generations 
fighting and irruggling to fulfill their h.L-it desire,;, and quench their burning 
greed. Thai is tbeii \niholy war] which they have waged againsL weak nations 
in both the EiasT and the West seeking markets for their products and land to 
■eolonite-’'^ 

jihad for Qutb is a practical rnauet which slsould not be renounced. He 
arracks the modernists ivho wrote extensive apologcric on jihad insisting rhar it 

wii defensive in nature. Qiirb L.ill.-; rheni '"iqilntiLal and Intel lectunl del tal i:it:-, 
wlto believe that tliey are providing a service ro Islam by separating ii from ns 
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jiiechod which Ilf jftrm* is rhp df'.-trurrmri of a.I rhi* #x cr.tr i in|iisc «e-reign 
political systems. ' 

Jihad us an essential diilKttrittic ol Mam etMUHtnded in the Quran, ! i.r 
Muslims nf his day were HOI fighting is diJO CO the fact lh.il They du nin i sisc."' 11 
Must Muslims liiVL- CiMlLpi'uin tied With 0 |jp:'CS 5 -iCC pOWiit Meanwhile. he 
affirmed lIicc a &iudy of the Quran and the history of cht estgr believer■■ reveals 
lEi.il ‘''when God xese rained Musi inn r n>ii' i had for a ctrr.iin |jl- - h -d it v, as a 
matter of strategy and hoc of principle " I hn 1 - Mi slims should m>i he einh.ir- 
raesed and renounce force. If rhey arc int-.i pah lr of fulfill ng rhe nilincclor, rn 
a temporary sinurion 


JiiiiHryyctb 

One uf flit* Lontcpls that Qalb populariifd li.is Come Id rein [■:■ .1 Liillur.il 
ns-pec/Ls of the modern world. Used its the Quran ®o refer to die period of igner 
ranee in which the Meccans lived prior to the revelation. .ijr.>rJryy,i/.- - uiric-mly 
heiny; lised by many auchurs and preachers peiorarne ceiin in d-.'-i-ji .lie .ill 
:hsii one consi ders to be alien to Islam, Quib concedes char he has borrowed 
this definition from Mawdudi'-s Mabadi nidtiam * '“Jtsbiijyyah is not .1 period 
in time. Er is a condition that is repeated every time soocry Leers from chc 
Islam c way whether in the past, rh-e present nr the fi cutc 

The difference between the hi mod cal .i.iA.'ffjriwj'j and rhe one prevailing n rhe 
ivorld cnd.Ty if. rnniehe l.irter is morr sinister since it is ivc.iri J w llful •. ny me n 
who usurp the ml# of find. 1 he older jdbiti'rfdh war based in "ignorance, 
71 flivptr, jsid yi m rh. As ror Cont^niriorjiy i,ihtlryyjl 1 i ■ pri in nr let! 11 k ■ iyl I: . Igr , 
complexity and sirnrri. ,w Furthermore, it is established cm the principle erf 
aggression .igailist God's fpveriniKr him the e.irth under tlie rubric uf the 
11 ph! Co Create visions and values and to leg slilCt laws disregarding (»tid ■ I'.ilh.* 

Today «t are in a similar or darltec ^afcdi'jryjJi'. than that eomeitipoMaeoi* i«*irly 
blaivi. All rh:?r snrrsi'.iniP a-., i'. i.rJii.'iyy J. 1 !, iienple's v vons, helieh rhijr habits 1 id 
rmromc Their smite# tii icnnwledg#, in, liiersnire, rules ami laws, even vT.ir w# 
cnnu.ler l, Islamic education, Islamic snuicf.i. Islamic ph Inmphy and ['.In : . 
rhoughr—all r>f r is the produce cis juAuVijyufr.^ 

I he list of discipline; anil snic'lecTiijJ endeaviirs *har are i-a.'.r. •.■ 
kyyab include: :lII areas of :he hiLmanLti.es .me! rhe social sciences incllicling ph 
Lusiiphy. history, psychology (except cbe exuc nment.il hiaiah . KthiLS. cinnpar 
alive religion. sc^Liolopy '.except statistics! 1 . -- ■ Mo.-,r nf it, it not .ill uf :t bears 
iillpLCic or Cxplidt Ciimiry LO iho general religious understanding ur life a id ill 
a specific way ro chc Is-lamic worldview.' " The only aspects ot culrurc chac arc 
universal and tlierefore could bo loatnod from other sociecie-i are science and 
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Ler."hi□ l k]rj.ji,■ l ,, _ This is n-slrictod unly to- che .irra of technical ft now-Hi-owr and dots 
n(H include tliv ''philosophical lLI' l-1 n'lCLaphysical lntvrprLtaMri-n of scientific 
findings. 1 '* 1 

The ciitKcpt t»f fiibiliyyab js developed by <jiiTh piojccn a .Manic bean vie* 
nt the world. The believer., ait to lot: rn;u3e aware ch.it rhrTf is u constant struggle 
between the Islamic worldview and that of f^MSyyah: a struggle hetween J.mrh 
and disbelief, faith in the one God and polytheism. 15 fn essence, it is an ideolog 
ion I cemflicT. 14 

□if re are rrvo h n.is of culture. Islamic culnire based on (he fundamentals of the 
Islamic worldview and the ;ahili [igntmnrj culture which manitrsiK itself in a vari¬ 
ety ::■ I iptEmS, nil uf which can hr cxplu.nt'J by Due pr; nciple ... that nt ekwsrinp, 
human llt-Diighl ; i .ij the status txf a Ckfd nut isLifijUil in^r rccciutM tu Cud's 

euid-*nee. r 

The jabiSi systems which humans adopt for themselves in disregaid for dud's 
gjuldaiKe bear The evident imp rim of human ignorance, weakness, and desire. 
They are contrary to human nature and can only provide partial solutions to 

human pnoble mis inevitably retaking :ri hinri 10 ionic sug-nents u‘ $Qoety, fl 
Confined to the roSe ot jahiiiyywf/ is any system rim relegates God and reli¬ 
gion to the personal sphere. God must be In command of all Life. Jabiliyyafi is 
any society cImt is subservient to its own nilers and is obedient to its visions, 
values, Concepts, feeling.-., traditions, aitd customs- In a vensK that Islamic cim- 
cept ot the creatueeftockt of man is ufhrmtd as bondage to God. Thus any act of 
obedience to jny system is dismissed as an act of worship. To obey anyone save 
God is to dwell in jakitiyynh. 

Muslims imiKt he wary nor ro i00Cunmodate the juhtii system on any issue 
since that would lead to- ceunpromising the whole, rite only piopu: relation to 
such a system is total rejection,* 1 The systems Qutb defined as fshili include the 
communist nations because of therir atheism that ascribes the moving power in 
the world to matter Or nature and perceives human activities an terms of eco¬ 
nomics and pi eduction. They are in error also because they have established 
systems where allegiance Is to the party, where the collective leadership usurps 
the rule nf God in determining human welfare. I hey limit human reality to tht 
jLv.hr. oi the anijiul by focusing on food, drink, clothing, housing, and sex.* 1 
Jafriti systems inciude all The polytheist systems That exist in India, japan, the 
Philippines, and Africa. It also include^ Christian anil Jewish nail tins buL.-usu -:..i 
Lheir deviation from the inrth in allowing their religious leaders to compromise 
with existent political orders legislating for them whne is right and wrong, a 
mutter which is the exclusive domain uf Gild. 

The forirfr systems include all societies that claim to be Muslim. They aceepT 
.ilien ideas and incorporate them into the Islamic framework in urens such us 
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government, l.>w, values, customs, -msl trsdsnonv Some of Three Muslin: soci- 
fTi“s openly admit thcii ,i..In. ionov to wlijLitimsi. They >. .iiin respect -or i I, 
girvn bul igiiruc the laws- of G«d .it- revealed in the {j,n .in They nrt /i.i-'.'rfi syt 
terns liecuLB-f they choose to operate outside rhe.dk-ne jnjunc’i- ms. They ignore 
die reality that God is the only source erf knowledge, ”1 le rules. ] lis religii mi t 
tlie way of life. ’They Gil trj understand Th-*t the sourer n-f i^nwer js find, nrn 
rhe 'pecHale,' riol tiiv party' nor any hmn.'.ri h-cmg. 

Muslims lniLil jlt-n he alert dial ihI " decelnp I>I.li i :;l .:r i .|.r i■.U ni ■.t do 
mot include alien ideas, Istamizing tfvem.* 4 Thar can only provide I ..■ 1 1 solutions 
due to rhm human source. Only when an Islamic order it- dei bed based mi ihe 
law of Cod and The Teachings of rhe Propnet Muhammad can a comprehensive 
system come into being, one mar is attuned in rhe rr.dnv nf humanity and «ni 
th.it is capable nf transforming pnipli! In mi fjhiiryy-rt? into Isl.im 

Tilt only liltLlnc nens ii: ir;!..iL.Ll:n j ,i {jinli society is (hr rxislcm.? til .i 
dynamic Islamic social urgunism vs-'Lch its superior Kraiegy, ideology, and mir 
gracian. te Muslims lio l-c- a record of the only effective method that ca i replaci 
ftthHiyyab. the Meccan experience ir which the Quran it liess.ige cov (rowed 
the jaffiti forces directly, challenging rhe very cxisre w< -:it rheir six-tety was nm 
.3 theoretical, thpialogicnl, or whclnsni. a p| m i.li h' but cuir fhjt w.w trank, open, 
acid cOnStunt. 


jiitrtJiffr 

for Qatb, IsJacnic society is "nor a mere historical harm Aw ns hidden in the 
memories of rhe pasr, it is The demand of the pTese ir a ad the nope of the 
tuture.”" Although it is grounded in erernal historical v i lies i is poi .: lived 
histciri till entity. Ir car take i variety ■ :! diaprc arJ forms a I mj; is :i adheres 
EO the LsiS-iC eternal valiLLS which include the total suhordiii.iliOn ■ ! .ill things tu 

Cod, the adherence to the ideology, the affirmation of ti c humanity of muovei 
materialism, rlie dotnitiacicui of human values over animal instincts, the inviol¬ 
ability of the family, the vicegertney of it an on earth according to God's cov¬ 
enant and prescription, the governa nce and supremacy nf God's sjsreiv and l*w , 
in ihe aft.ii r-. of rhe world. r ‘ 

The iUppiLssion of the Muslim Brotherhood and the imprisonment ol its 
leadets led Qufb to define the process i rutin,Gu, through which an Islamic suci- 
ety car be realized in a world where jaftili systems prevai . He advocated the 
necessity of" rhe .« w.r.T", The coalition of committed individuals who ne.conie x 
vital iiT^aniir cell of Muslims dedicated to the maTeualization of rhe true Islamic 
suuCLy, One in which thf uailiings of rhe Quran and fbr Prnphct Muhammad 
impact all aspects of Life: political, economic, legal, as well as cultural. 

The necessity of the },m<iah as the dynamic nucleus of the Islamization ptn- 
e«ss is hajerf nn pTciphetic precedence, rhe merhocl employed by ihe PrnpliL't 
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Muhammad In organizing the first Muslim commuidiy. Qnih points nut rliar 
for tfrirt-sPTu yenrs the Quran was revealed in Mecca as a confrontation, dial 
lengipg the very existent of Mecerm society,addressing itself to rhe daily inter¬ 
ne I a Ciei of nit in hers of the society. Ac the same time, the Quran cun centra red on 
the ideological nurture of the tutM/wh* providing them with the assurance of 
divine support and rhe strength to persevere in rhe it struggle against rhe oppres- 

siiip iif thL jabUi Society m which they dwelt, M 

The Islamic society is rhcrckiTC a coalition of believers handed tugether in 
their coinmitment to a specific system It conies into being by necessity when 
three individuals believe in this ideology, They form an independent entity sep¬ 
arate from the one they five in. 1 'Ihis sepanitiun is inevitable in view of rhe 
struck' (hut ensues between them and the j&hili systems. This pinceecfe from 
tilt dynamic net ate of Islamic society that seeks to convert all people to its own 
unique world view of life, history, values, and goals, rejecting all those advo¬ 
cated by other*- 1 ™ Commitment co th«r* ideal* is guaranteed to bring forth a 
utopian system where social (usiliee is the ■essvnti. . cure ■of the ciitnpnthemive 
Ldeolngical vision. 

For Islam ro be a reality in this world, unencumbered by human modifica¬ 
tions to accommodate human demands, rhe existence of The jamaafh the van¬ 
guard of com nutted Muslim* willing tn separate then.idves from the .;.ili:rv' 
inents ul society, is crucial. 1:1 For unless faiih Is realized in a dynamic 
it is incomplete. 11 * This is not brought about through hasty action, hut by a 
deliberate gradual inculcation that transforms (Ik individuals as they translate 
(hr iclen-ltwy mro life itself. I hr Islamivjirion rtf the itmnmh can only proceed 
from the fdrtuuih whose total existence is focused un the mission it has assumed. 
Its ntemibes become rhe nucleus, die agents, the life, the organization, the action 
as well as the evidence of Islam itself. 

Hzfrjh 

Historically used in reference to the emigration of the Propher and his followers 
from Mecca tn Medina ip 677. hijrah was reified hy Qurb to designate a nec¬ 
essary pkiisL m (he prueesa of Ivl.irr.iong Society. From ibis vantage point, (he 
goal of the historical hivah was not the establishing of the tslair.ic society in 
Medina; rather, it was tbs eradication of the iabili system in Mecca and its 
environs. Thus the fornnrion of the .unrjjJr in Medina as a community gov 
crticd by God's law in all aspects of life was an essential stage that must be 
realized before the transformation of the rest of isbili society can proceed- This 
for Qnfh became the Islamic nrrhod aa revealed hy God. 

■slain ls eiol a mere theory to be believed and practiced by its adherents while 
they continue to live in a jakili society. Should they continue tn dwell in such 
a system they will compromise Islam s very existence by consciously or inad- 
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vernnily defending it ngai rr-.r mils itLe threats, Is .1111 ;incl ,'.i^rJrvy,j.!' 1 vrnii: eneic- 
i^r,, s 1- . J . IL-. 1 1 ms must fUUCiQWlf sepiicjLe ImtUHIVM Imm [lie prevailing -,!■■. 1 .■ 
order smJ seek to irlild cate it ’ ITunC who Jo lint appmpnate ku bi.iimc 
vision and heed iis method hy organising their esi Hence = <n the ban- of .u 
organ if dynamic coaliTinn with imv comminnem and one I i’.i .ii‘ r-.h ip .n\- 
responsibk 1 for the corruption and chaos :ii ihe world- Jbe hijrah it necessary 

unril rt'ctnTa.lion of the divine order is implemented. 

lr is important that anyone who wants t« hf a Modi™ ncci3s 1 • ■. -mw I f c,.. 

practice his Islam except in -1 Muslim milieu, where- U-jhyi is vtiwrrign. Other* be 
he is m it guided in tH inking rh:ir hr is .ihle nu realize Islam while he it a lost or 
pencrruTed individual in a ftM: sticirry. '* 

H atrj nuyyi'lh 

Ai:iim i,it the key terms util.red by Quib to tl.lhni.ilL' nis dr U i-nCemiug I he 
Islamic ]jtipL -1 ;itivf it. ihat ■..•>" .f.'ittj/njyj'ijf. 1 lM.ivtirijj.nty, governance). Unlike the 
others discussed above, it is not a Quranic rerm but ni'f t'h.u derived fi- up' the 
term h*km ito rule, or govern). It appear* n> h-ite mn*e into Anhic nv,* 1 ihr 
i.vri t| n^.s of M .1 wthuli . 

Pi.ir Quth, the TfTm bsktmiyya designated divinity, which was synonymous 
with ultimate sovereignty. For him the cLMifcssiin <■! i.ulh Trite rated d.nh by 
Muslims. ‘"then. is no God but God i-, .1 revolution against human sovereignty 
of Liny shape ui ftic 11s, whcthci ihat hi- ul priests. inh.ii cl nr I v pi rifcs. m -■ ■■ 
ernora—in Mattel 1 of conscience, ritn.tls. wealth. ■ 1 justice."’'"' I here i- rn 
ernanc-r cx-cepr for God, ina legislation bur from God, no Huertigny of on 
[pmwel over the either b(dli>X ,ill coveri'ignry he Icings res ( 

Tines while the vein cep: (sf hakinnyyah insists im liud v ahs ■! 1 .rc invert 1 ;r.rv. 
il .ilsii ulfinns man's ‘‘total bondage its God ;iloiic. I his menus lur Muslim! 
have to operate within lIil- ccm: fin fs ul the Quran it revelation w it was 1 aught 
by the Prophet Muhammad, whose “role as instructor concerning tliis boi d 
age” is affirmed in rht- second half of the 'h.ihjiiab Iconfession ■ >1 Uuh 

" M1 ihn m rn nci 1* rhe Mrcsenger of Liinl. 

A truly I$la*nje soinirty tan only he? established nt'ccirdinj.; to rhe- tenet* of the 
shitnab which jLiiill cun guar-nlie I ilcJimii and justice to all believers. “A* long 
as there i; a group of people Legislating for others, LCjiUiktv 11J absolute dign tv 
can hot be realized " In rhe final analysis Lordship must belong sokh 10 God 
The shariah Is nor restricted to legal iriuiKtions or to principles of govern- 
mint. "1 he xha rtufr of God means es'Hryiliiiig rhat God has decreed nt organm 1 

human iff. I hiS includes -be printiiilfi mf faith, :h-. prmiTrjIi's nf the iiJmin ■ 
II IT Lon Ot justice, tliC pi ill cip lea Of mOhllity a ml hum.in behavior .is well jS ihc 

pnncLpIcH of knowlcdfic." lr also includes insuuci otis coi cerning all social 
economic, poliikal, erhicaL inrel eccuaL as well as aesthetic aspects -of' I r'e. 
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It should lie noted that Ac ideologies tit Ac Islamic revolutionary groups in 
ligypi, al-pmaar ai-Islamiyyah, have- been inspired by Quit's writings. The 
polemics hy ,md against the meet fanions amor]; Them, al-J.wiaalt al-MuirimuIn, 
nirlcnam«l Ah' il I'nkfir wg-al Hijrah is full of references to bakirniy/ahy iahi- 
Iryyah, jihad, hijrah, and ,>aina.ih. It highlights rh f necessity of absolute COItl- 
niirment to ihe wny of God .siiperKriilmj; any kinship allegi-an-ces, 11 ' 1 

Matthej 

Thus for Quch, the Quran and the experience of die first Islamic community 
under rhe guidance of the Prophet Muhammad in Mecca ,ir.d Medina provide 
Ac Muslims wiA guidelines for the present as well as The future This Islamic 
manh&j (process, method) as well as the ermtent of rhe f.nrh con hot be separated, 
They were revealed not inly to transform perceptions and ideological commit¬ 
ments, they went h> provide the means hy which Oriel's nation can he built in 
the world. 1 hiS method is authentic. 

fi is n«t tlw prodwcT of a special period, environ nsem nr * particular situation «•- 
evanr ro rhe development of rhe Hrsr Muslin'. ,ijma»Ji. Ir if the nveftiod without 
which this nHigi™ cannot he established ar any rime-., 3r s a divine program 
which by its nature i revalidates all human systems Which arelinnatelyj deficient. 11 * 

Th is Islamic manhjlf can be divided into four phases. The lir^t phase is the 
one in which tint fStHttuh is fur rued. 

rhe SCIXind phase is one iu wII: lIi lEiC /cjjtzdii)'? L'CCuiriCS pCrSCCuted for its 
faith. Its summoAS to the jahiti system in which ir lives to turn lq the way of 
God, elicit a reaction of wlm iopprcssion). This leads to a detachment from the 
system. This soon precipitates into an awareness that 'There are two parties in 
all rhe world: the Party of God and The Party of ha ran Tilt Parry of God which 
stands under rhe banner of God and beats his insignia and the Party of Satan 
which includes every community, group, people, race and individual who do 
ivnr stand under the banner of God,' 15 

The rh ircl ph use is the hijrah, rhe eonsrirniK Kfpnrnnon from The .'iiArir System, 
a period fur this integration of the jamaab into an organic unity, ImmsJ On 
mutual support and hraihuThond. During this period the group is strengthened 
through additional consciousness raising.. 

The Altai stage is that of victory and consolidation of power. Its proof is the 
conquest of Mecca and its restoration ro Islam Thus Islam is realized as * new 
vision for lift, humanity,, and society, ir affirms the sovereignty of Gud imple 
meriting n new polincnl ruder, one governed hy the will of fitld_ u( God lmliseli 
grants and consolidates lIic victory. 
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l$IJM Abf|> COVER N'MF.NT 

Islnm muvl have curl? c I (»l the gOicmnLCiit in older TO liii-.i re an equitable . : ■■ 
tribution of viiulih as well sis provide guidance in matters of public |j>: I ;l > fend 
must seek to implement its vision and value' 

The governmen« based on the ideology of Arah niiiri.iKm have t.nli .• 

1 his was due mainly to ihc apeing of European institutions by :itleinph,ng ro 
separate religion from society with the total disregard of the fact that Europe 
had no other alternative stinc-r Christianity failed to preo id? adequate legisli-.imi 
tor everyday life, It cnnrenTrared irs eHnrrs e xrlusnelym spin: ml mr:- -. m i ii 
and ■prayCT. Islam, on rhe lit He r tiniiii.. is a ware that .in ideology c.vimif r>“ re.il- 
ireel in lift unices it i.-, umh-:>:Jii: L l lit m Specific social System .tin: traiitffirmed 
into laws that govern life and organize its changing relationships. 

Political leaders in the Arab world, Qu rh believes, harw been t ded hi p-ico 
sional religious men who sanctioned and perpetuated the deas of Arab ran m 
alism. Snell rrligimis men lie ihe enemies of |da.rr,n iuv.nmneni hres i-.i rh: v 
are await rh.it Islam has tin pmlesooml clergy. "Ir Mins were In rule, 1 if hr 1 .: 
net would he to hrsmsh the indolent ivhu do not ivnrit ' hui make * living in 
the name of religion.' 

As foe Those " whole spirit :s colonized by Furope and America " and v. hi 
claim that iT it reactionary and old-fashioned to establish a natiun nn the h»u 
of religion. Qutb offered the rsample of Israel as 1 mrnm "founded on reli¬ 
gion—and religion alone—-Jiiclaism is nor .1 n.n ivmv.i lies hui .■. retiliion ir 
mdiidcS the Ruucmn, the German, rhe Pole, ihc American, rHu i• 1 pi .in j:ic :hf 
Yemeni . . . everybody and. his brother on tin: IJLc ■ 1 1 the earth, ot jLI natvnia]- 
irics," yet it is supported by the British, landed by the Americans. inJ jcccytcd 
by the Russians 

Thus for Qutb, gben the example of Israel. Western oh^crion to rhe fnr- 
m ation of .in Islamic government -1 rat Anh world is nor h.ssed on the • h|ei- 
tion to a natiim hated On religion per st; rather, r items from rhe inadequacy 
ot Christianity Cor such a tas* and the tear oi I-,I.lih l ■.■.lec-eM. "h inn table 
that Islam muse govern because it is rhe only positive, constructive ideology 
which formulates- from Christianity and communism a perfect mixture winch 
encompasses all them goals add ng ba liner, integration., and equit hnum ' 

Iri all of his writitijps, Qutb did nut iiffri any specifics about the torn nt :m 
Isljrnie Slate. He emphasized that il must be clem tier a tie hived On the Quranic 
principle 0 ! sAwra fconsu-lcation) IS. j:L 59!. However, since the ihanjfo did nor 
specify a particular method—u herher that was to he the op nion at ad Mus'tms 
or that of The informed leadership—he ktr the method of arriving at such .1 
CunbCnsUs tu hr determined "by rhe needs of rhf .ige. he pr ire if dr rha: htusiims 
should participate in ni.iiiigiug iht-ir addin, is inviulalik. 1 ” 
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As foir the rulor, he rtniiTF his power and authority from “one source, ihL- 
will of the governed.” Hi* rule is new tn !rgixhre or improvise new ways of 
government; rather he i:v restricted Lo the "supc-rvisirtn uJ the .idmiri nitration nf 
ihe shati ah." Only then is he to be obeyed. That a a covenant with those r*v 
emed.—obedience contingent ow the faithfulitmofthe gnvrnior to the sharkih 
lr hi' (li.'viarr 1 ,, rhmr duty h: obedienti tie; Lies. T he Qunin insists, that anycint; who 
docs ciul govern by God's rclc-vimon is a hafii (5. 5r44! to be disobey ril anti 
fought by committed Muslims, 1 ''' 1 

In this manner Islam gw Jim reset; i m.hvi i Iu.lI dignity by scribing governance 
£o God. He is the master and Ltie only rulet. He alone Legislates. There can he 
no other despot since all men, ralei; and ruled, are equal before Him. Thus a 
nation based on religious law grsnTS compleTe freedom frorr all bondage on 
earth.' 1 ^ 

j'.L|uitv ii3 the Islam irj state IS ilul Liriutcd LO the political sphere. It <ypurafc.v 
on all levels and aspects of human relations. While offering no specific bloc 
print, Qurb insists that Islam provides for a comprehensive social system that 
(tU-irantres rhe means os earning a livelihood tn rsrh pemnn. ' H« affirms that 
Islam is for private property; however it places limits tin the L intuits ill accruing 
wealth. It prohibits gambling, usury, deceit, hoarding, and monopolizing of 
resources. 1 * Capital in Islam should nor be restricted to the rich, The right of 
ownership of personal property is tempered by rhe right of the Islamic govern¬ 
ment tn redistribute wealth according; trt the nerds rtf the time. 1 hus r it apptart 
lo be in the public interest and in order to establish justice, the government may 
appropriate from the rich not only their profits but part of their capital Fur¬ 
thermore, Islam insists thzir natural resutiTces such as "fine, gm** and water” 
must he in the domain rtf public ownership. ' 

■Qiitb a Burned that Islam also employs lwo means tot recycling wealth, E : or 
him, ziafcuf is mot a benevolence, it is a tithe that assures that the poor pairicipace 
in rhe hosnly rif tliK rich. I he o-ther instrument litilivani is the principle of 
“where did you acquire ihiS? wluCh places the onus iijl Lire ridi 10 justify that 
whai they possess was acquired through legitimate means; otherwise, i t if sub¬ 
ject to co-TifisvatioTi iitid redistribution, s 

fjuth spells out in one ni his Enx'jks what can be categorized as the Islamic 
work ethic. 

[sLam is rhe enemy of idBenesn that proceeds from the accumulation of wealth. 
There is no recompense except for effort ,;nd no wagES except for work. J host" 
who art indolettt who do not work, their wrnkii is Unlawful. The grtnrmnwnr 
miar urilire rllSt wealth for the bei'itfir of Eoclery and must fine lc«j ir lor the lazy- 
unemployed. Islam is the enemy nf idleness rhar proceeds tram Laziness, the l*vc 
cf lowliness, irtrtking a Iivzn.u through the raatiSI means such as begging. It warm 
rhosie- who heg, and ary f-Jip^ble fof wnrkl r lv^r Qo the Dap rd JudEmenr :hry will 
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|i:.ilv nil fit-ill »n rh -if faces!! Isl.im is the enemy nf idleness in ihe name <il ii. .i 
:ind re-lijjinn. Wnrvhip is nm an :>:v iip;i[i:>n tit life. Ii his hut is npptsinml r.eir. 
The Quran says: When ilic ialsl daily nluj.l sir.iytr] is dum! - , dispense in ih: L'.nrrl-i 
and seek the benefit G(xl 

The expending of life in hymn singing and praying with no LuTclicj.il emph>ynien; 
char enhances lift: is nul hkuri. 

If m alters were in (hf hand .if Islam ii wsmld eniki .11 am svnrl II they 
ciin’l find em ployment the jgiveennirnr will provide ir rnr rise m. The ri m s*.i i ■. 
is like the rigli: to eat. 1 ^ 


cgkc:lu5[o\ 

]h his writings- on the nature, function ..inti mission of Islam. 5ayyid Qudi 
appeal's to have passed through several stages ir which became :-mgr-e\Mvc ■ 
radicalized. His ideas generally reflect a growing fniTranon wiiti rh: : ih- r. 
of the n icion.di-iT governments to [iroLli-iLt 1 :l comprr her ,'-iyl tT.ir.gi inthc st . il 
pnlitital, and economic environment ol F.gypt Lli.it would he til in--n: ■ . 
F.pypLiiLiis. His various expeftcnecs uu l■ ■ 11■:l-: 11s precipitated in an intellectual 
journey that began by endorsing a liberal secularism, passing th ■ .igli a n ml 
crate transitional period, and culm noting in the jdvncacj of IsJ.-iv. ..is rtf la- 
rionism That seeks TO eradicate all exuvrrnr vystem v .md rn r“f.Li.,t then" vt rh in 
Islam If IIrd rr ( 

His, starting point was His deep conviction that Wcilern Society in its Cnpi 
tali&t and Marxist versions) 1i;ls i.iiled to provide fur the w elt.Lrc and Jigi iy ■ il 
humanity. This precipitated The inward search for an authentic alictnanve dui 
would put an end ro The bewilderment and cosifus on Thar plagued the comem- 
pi.iT.iry 0. T .irvi. I he answer he found was in rhe Islamic tradition: the Islam ■ 
altrmntive w:is proposed :n a rc-.pim-.c to rhe cn.lr>;(irie.'i I cl.iitns of hrnh Fast 
and West of the sole possession til Irutli and the insistence “la.tr ail pir : -|■ t insist 
subscribe to one or the other system. 

QtJTb believed that The collapse of the West was inevitable beca me it v.. 1 . 
based on ideas and principles of human origin and therefore founded on mo- 
cnrvceprioTis, emirs,, nntl considerations of sel f-nre rest. As such, Western sys¬ 
tems are diametrically GfijlOsed In the T-l:i it:l fmiml.itinu ol life grimm It J iri r": 
revelation oi God. By separating the social dimension from the hinLlameutals 
of religion. Western society became an enemy of the religious pcrccpn m I 
being. Thus for Muslims to emulate social, poliric.il. or economic patterns of 
F-uropean society is an apostasy,' 1 

FLecOgniv.ing the appeal lit Marxist thought to the pexar ami rF h disjiiiK.se o.eJ 
QJtb consciously set out to design an Islamic vision. ih_t would supersede it 
'Hie Quranic verses That he highlighted projected ail Islamic worldview that 
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n reeled lh«* vlruggle between ;i variety of a I Inrres .a* rt given, While real - 
i/.i:g that oppressive forces are active iri die world .siid must he ctsmbnrted by 
The believers, the Quran saw it a* a struggle between the I'arry of God and the 
l.'flnry of Satan. (..uimimriism failed to see (that the un-dr dying conflict n The 
world it not economic but Spiritual in stature. The .irena of the wmjrgle is nnr 
over the possession and monopoly of wealth, but fu/ the bean, soul, allegiance, 
and ciimmitmnnt rjf human hein^s. 

In this, religion ii :iOt list Opium of the poop!r ut il: Ted to reflect- rhe of 
those in power, justifying and legitimizing ilieir position; cat her ;t i* the jliIvl 
ngredimt that alters the consciousness of the individual who becomes a ttans- 
fornnjr tif society. 

hroiii this vainape point, Islam, as the divine revelation, must trrgarwe all 
aspects of life: and every com mitred Muslim is charged with the task of sum¬ 
moning the world to the truth This is rhr way of God which has been made 
manifest in the live'-, nf rhe prophets, Muslims must pattern rheir lives according 
rn t a is prsL'^durjt. .hi:; ensures that ihc melhcKi used for th-s id birth of fhe 
dynamic l-dannC kltirty follows the model in wTilIi Grid has eonsi Wendy I uric - 
LioiLcd, rnanikidiig Himself in history, Those who seek to propagate Islam in 
the world muse aspire to purity and constancy of cortimitmcau there can be no 
compromise in the hope of gaming some transitory advantage. They shou d 
reject anything that is im-Quranic. A period of separation fAprjfeJ' for consncuas- 
neis raisin?,, nurture, growth, and sar-ength is nscessiiTy for Ixsth the individual 
and tin! gruup. Filially, wrr-isIci-.Lc- and patience Will prevail af inert but stream 
line their work with rhe laws ol nature which is the divine order diat governs 
the world, 


Notes 


1. His boe-1; fofdfoi ai-Dk i has been translated imo Urdu, German, and Swahili- jJ- 
Mwtaytuil ti-H.’J.fibjj jUi'-. r :tr, ntoTiifkish, and Mjaftra ft al-Tarkj appeared in two French 
tronilaricMns. Thow avuilahle in Tngfish include: This Reiigran af iriam, hlutu the Rcif 
gpm f>f tf?£ future, Ihiiiestotter, fdarn and the Vmversai iVdCf, Stjeiat jinnee in h!am r 
ar.d In the i'hiide taf the Qrtrim, vul. 3(1. 

2. Su) yid Qutb dedicated his aWaj-icvr iyi-J-ips'i. fi-tii-QHftln (Caiftir Dir al-Maarit". 
tu his rtiothec In the iiittoductitsi he ielates rliwr his ahilding virion was ol her 

sittinp, listen!nj; wirh visible plraanre to Quran rec. ration on the ratlin or during rhe rec¬ 
itations she sponsored at home Ip. .i.L Eiis ftiashahid ahQjynma fi-al-Quran ICmru: Dir 
□l-lshurug, IM7.I ;s dedicated hi his farhej uf whom he writes, '‘You planted in my sOrr 
iCL-QaiSncS while L wft, a Small child—the fear eti the laSI Day- You diij n-oc preach to 
Hue, no-r did you -ejwimuiid me, blW you lived an awareness of the IjLtr Day.' 1 2 The image 
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Mawdudi and the Islamic State 

CHARLES ]. ADAMS 


Nil disC'Hi&iuBi ul ihe demand fill :m Islam t rflH n ik • l.r i . i > ■ 

c?L the contemporary resurgence ot Islam would he complete w ill >u( itiemi -n 
to the major role played by A/bul Ala Mnwcludi in The-'f roo»eineoia, fly lar die 
most powerful rmd effective factors rh-ir Morki -d in ere.ire wrmuii'iii lor .in 
Islamic state in tht years immediately ifter the partition of [he In-.', in •-u 
[incut and I he crciLluri ol Pakistan were Maw-dud i and ihc iriuvenirnt w I". I: he 
founded And licaded, ihe Jiirmu! Hi'a mi. Indeed, it wmtld be Jillieuk lu : I ■ i iril 
of any issue of religious significance that ha* arisen in IUki-t mi public lilt- 
ceming which the same could not be said. MjwJudi w\»%. .nml fi is ■„ ii rh in 
hue especially so the rime of his resignation is ,nmi id ihe Jaina-ir-i-hUm] in 
1972, she hear Itnown, must rHintnivKTii.il!. in-.: most highly visible iv ,r rI:: 
niipur.ia leaders of the LviuiitTy. He poureil hi‘. energy unstintmgly mm 
Speeches, writings, and religious and political jli i \ it a. leaving behind a rich 
heritage of literature and thought on mosT of the issues Etui l-.m. uoubkd Pak¬ 
istanis over rise years. The number, size* and range of The published ^riffi'igs 
from hss pen in rhe periods both before and alter the founding of Fa k is ran are 
truly remarkable-’ they are evidence of an alnigeihcr uawir.il degree nf devo¬ 
tion and g.reas crtativity. Although ihew works were produced originally i " 
Lid.i primarily f i it j Pakistani or Indian audience, many have hecn ri.ir- l.ud 
into othci languages of both ilse Islamic and the Western worlds. I I-us. Maw 
dudi has attracted attention outside she Indian subcontinenr, especially i other 
Muslim countries where he is now- revered as one of the foremost modern estpn- 
ncrits and mrerpTirers of IsSam. today Mflwdtldi nViist rank .1 TnLing chr nisi 
pop alar and ntSjieetid authors in [111 Isl aim? dnmarns, t indeed he is nut the 
single most widely read writer among Muslims at the present time. Hi-, wi i ngj 
give strong expression so she Themes basic to tlw present-day Islamic resu gc ice 
When the Time comes for she religions history of Islam in the rwent rih cenrurs 
TO he written, Mawdudi 5 nmt will unquestionably have a prominent .ltkI .11 
honored pLace in its page-i. 
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hl.,wdud. began his public c-a/cci as a journalise. Ai eht curly age n-f seventeen 
he served -as editor of chr weekly 'I at in Jabalpur, and he continued in journalism 
for abode ten ye.ir.v before turning, tu other pursuits. t he peak of his career in 
journal ism was the editorship erf dl-Jatrtidfi, the newspaper nf rfis* f.-nu yar-i 
Ulama, which position he held from 3924 unril he resigned in 19-27. This was a 
position of estTemc importaivce and influence for so young and inexperienced 
a in jin. It brought him into cliise LOncdct with stuns of the lenders of Indian 
Musiint life and [taught, and it gave him occasion to express hinuelf on vir¬ 
tually every subject of importance to the world-wide Muslim ccunmunity any¬ 
where in the world. 

Mawdud! tame From a, family steeped in the religion* tradition rtf I slant, On 
hit lather's tide he was descended from the Chishni line of tainLi; in fact, his 
very name, Abel Ala, derives from The tirsT member of the Chlthti sSsisah (a Sufi 
‘‘■order’ .i to have settled permanently in India- His own disposition toward reli¬ 
gion was quite marked I iirOughuLiL bit life. From his childhood MjiwkiiiHc 
received religious nurture at the hands of hit father and from a variety of teach¬ 
ers-employed by him to ground Its tons in rhe essentials of Islam, Islamic his¬ 
tory f and m rbc literary heritage of the Arahur, Persian, and l.r-du lan.gijFg.ci- 
Mawdudi had a miitimujin of formal education jtbree yeatsj, attd such a, he did 
get was given him in a madrasa. His instruction included very little of tlic sab- 
iect matter of a modern school i and European languages, specifically English, 

wf-np not ^mrsrip; rhe roiir.-if.-; he fiiliiiwrcl. Fie studied Rnglixh only Sum? yrjti 
later when hit editorial work made knowledge of the language imperative. In 
spite of the strictness of his upbringing and The father's determination to insu¬ 
late the youngest son of the family against the influences of Western culture and 
education, as a young man MjawduiJi had the reputation of independent mind 
edness and of being something of a rebel against traditional ways. Inspire These 
tendencies in his youth, throughout Mawdudi’s long life religion was the strong 
friiimlat! on upon which all ebe was. tn rest, arid with rhe pasting llf tittle it 
became increasingly eltar tu bim ihat he bud a religious mission to lullill among 
India’s M uslims. 

A significant ntrning point came for Maw'dinli in (ynnurnon with the mu: 
der of it certain Swami Sbradhatiand by a Muslim fanatic in 1925. Swami Shrad* 
hanand had been the principal figure ol the Shuddhi movement,an effort among 
Hindus to reconvert to 1 lindutstn members of the dupirKwed classes of India 
who had heenme, at least nominally., Muslim. The mutder provoked, a great 
public outcry, and criticisms of Islam and the Muslims began reappear an the 
public press, i'hrre wptr BCCUSHtirms rhat Klam relie, upon the SW'Ord Eof its 
propagation, charges of bloodthirstiness, and repetitions of the old slander that 
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Islam promises Farad i» to those v. ho kill an unbeliever. Mnwdudi undertook 
to answer these charges in the columns of al-Jaminh, .-.n<3 ihc articles wiich he 

wrote wet? later on . i v nd 1nl.11 a bruit and published .is fil I l-i'si' 

essays wltl bis hr-.: suriou, full ssi'ilc alLcmpL lu Hr lit abouL .1:1 IsLnll --. .i>. . 
and the effort of composing them apparently brought an insight ■■c threat vis 
idness and intensity into the nature of Eslnm Many years laret he said that the 
com position of f hi s book w.ts the dot'isi ve factor n hn pk i ijt h rn n i a IV. 11 iinoer- 
‘SVill-tllriK iif the Islamic way 1 if life/ Virtually .ill of ihc tbun nr-, .mil emphases 
ihjt LharjLti'riM his later activity Jnd iriorr 11: at ore LhoUphi art vliic.Lis,rd ihcrc 
Indeed. the entiieiy of luS subsLL|Ll 4 -ii! LV.riv 1 rVnglil In- i-d a., .1 wurknip . i.l 
of the implications of rhis seminal document. 

A kcoihI mi rn i ni^ point came for Mawdudi in rhe r.ir|jr lYiu- 1 Ic had given 
lip h:s |oiirn.almic work in IVJW in favor of literary pursuits and Invi- r 1 
rrsraTL'h. In 1932 he aw, os/: a lid himsdl with .1 journal valid fUTfuman a. 1 

Qiiun, in Hyderabad. This journal, wiiicli was or 1 p.in. 1 lly kun-di/d md maliases: 
by another, became Mawdudi’s sole responsibility in 1913. Ir has been regularly 
published from dm time until the present w nh only occasional aik'l brief inter 
mptions- With the assumptirni of i-his rnrdri: Man,-.ud hiy’.in reiser i i.ir i ir. ■-.- 
sinin had been laid upim him: ro nnrr ihc In-.Li.iri M. a , I in i', m .1 renewed iinj 
purified au-mnutment to Islam and thereby Lo iuivr tlirrn frmn .k'sLmvl by lh< 
nukvoL'iiL forces sweeping am their society. Hr ihercuptm l.iui..li... ■iim-.vll 
into a work of criticism, analysis, and exposition oi Islam designed ro capture 
ilif allegiance of the Indian Muslim leadership and to redirect it nr-■ nc pvrli 
of Islam, 

Mawdudi professed ro rnw a gre.vr Hi Hid ibiwn m sweep jiv iv ■ hi Me- ms 
into oblivion. It was to warn Them Against this danger lhat hr conic up hi, pm 
ill w'iiAt iv.is LO heCuiriC tin: central dlor: ol liis lilt. He cv pi.lined I :-- purpose 
as twofold: J)io expose rlie naru re of jjMryy.Mv and all the evil cf-.it it co itaiits 
especially in its modern Western form; and 2 ro present rl c Islamic way of re 
in a reasoned, argued, drmonsrisirrd, and sysTrmanc fash cm In practical :erir-- 
this meant rrifienn of Western ci vilij-anon,. esaminmion rif the varirriis ,t-hociU 
of Muslim thought and their shortrorvin^.s, aerd drtailrd di-iiusinms iif t-L-nam 
basic issue, in Islamic theolopy ,-acli ,l> jcjj,':! llitlicis and i.iith . 

Islam's ondetstandtig or rhe nature of man, and the fundamental principles .r 
the ci vilization it seeks to create, The discussion of Islamic doerrki t s led him rn 
define his TchgitHis views very carefully and resulted m much controversy and 
CO liltCr Criticism hy sections of rhe cnmnaiiniry nn whose roes hr ha.-, crod. h.tr 
ticulatly strong were rhe riposte, he stimulated .vnory those Mt,lim leaders ne 
blamed for the fallen siare of rhe community, 

Mawdudi’s efforts were aimed p-rimarily at rhe eadership of Muslim India, 
aL iLs educated mid intellectually Inclined segmem, m it :ir rhv orninTin mm. 
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The iirsr task he fete to he that of cap tuning the minds of L<k- leadership lucause 
they earned rh k greatest wei|rhT in The sonrty and would defer mine its destiny. 
Cun ecru rain in upon the Leadership w.is the logical outgrowth of a theory of 
social change-expressed In nl-jihiiti fi-I IshiM. Lit which Mawdisdi explain* rhur 
tlie chara-crer of a social order flows entirely from rhe top down. Auehoiitan 
jmispi wfls nor only the idea of any snr-iefy in his viftv bun was at the factual 
level the way in which all societies actiia Hr Function. He believe-ij tH.it practical 
social change was impossible unless Lite theoretical views held by the leadership 
■changed Iirsr- Ills wss not a mass movement, nor was the Jamaar-L-lstami in 
Inter years ever hi huLumi: one. The task then wxs tme ijf education :n the prin¬ 
ciple.-. cal Islam, of religious nurture, and of correction of ihe erroneous ways of 
ihinking into which The Muslim uppti classes had been seduced by the agtnu 
of jahiiiyynb. Concentrariorr CHI upon rhe rectification of individual Muslim 
eli a rapper and Lift bait not yut upt in organized xnreiL stfiiTrs tn Transform the 
society. 

Yet another significant change of direr cion was e tie c red fot Mawdudi in 
L937 when he be^-an for the first time ro concern himself specifically with rhe 
pnliticni problems then agitating Muslim India. Ihe stimulus tii The ntw on- 
entation was the 19.15 Government of India Act and ihe provim-lul elections of 
1937, as well as certain actions of the Indian National Congress such as the 
Muslim Mass Com act Movement launched in March 193-H, In his youth he had 
had flimr oiiti: na th« Khil.ifah movKniLnt, thu l-iwiiTjj mnvLmcnr, nt;nt-K>up£ira:- 
tlon, -ate., and as editor of an important newspaper had inevitably concerned 
himself with politics both inside and outside India. Now, however, ihe situation 
was different, and rhe involvement was both more incense and mme direct. 
India, it appeared, stood on rTir eve of achieving independence from lI l British, 
who had effectively ceuntrolled it for 150 years, and the constitutional arrange¬ 
ments of rhe future independent India were even then being determined in rh^ 
euh.ites am ring die various parries of Indians wh Pop poised rlie Haiti di, M,r.v<!ij:Ji 
Saw a great danger in this .situation for Muslims. He was tearlul lest the politiCill 
order then being eofisirucrcd would result in the loss of Muslim identity, cul¬ 
ture, ami rebgson by submergence in the civilization nf the Hindu majority. 
Mawdudi’s revpiinsL til rhe threat was spa in to take up his pus to add: CSS the 
probJcms at issue. From 1937 to 1941 he published in Turiuttaw ai-Qitran a 
series of essays dealing with these political matters and cheir impHcaritmx for 
ihe Muslims. The essays were late- printed in hook form In the three volumes 
entitled MustiltMimort mi-? Mawjudah Siy-ns/ Kiiibmakash and in the volume 
■called Mtsaiflh-i Qwwycf. 

The particular source of Mawdudi’s apprehension was the stance of the 
Indian National Congress, which affirmed tli.it all Indians constitute a single 
nation anti chat si future jtovernmenc an India TTliac hr hoth democratic a:ld SCO- 
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ular. Mawdinli simply' did nut believe rh.'.r the .VSi3!-linol thr Subciuitinrnt 
Constituted one nation Jili.inK wrlh .ill nthi'r In■. 11 .h ri... hh i nM.tci I tK;lI rl’i Mu' 

Iimi had identity or nationality of rhnr own which w,-is [shin. rhei were 
hound together not by ties of race, geography! language, mutual imprest,, eco¬ 
nomics, or even eulrure, bur hy their commitment to follow The "-ill of Cod n 
ihtir lives. There were no claims width Muslims could raise against the Hi iri^fi 
or anyone (.■ 1 st- in: lilt basis I then ■_■:.■ ii: r ii■.:• ii ii.A ■ i■■ Im ■:u .1 with ijlIiui Indians; lie 
stated quirt’ unequivocally, in net, ih.iL 111 . Lin is the polar Opposite "I national 
ism .mil all chat naminnKni Stands fur. Within ;i united India where .'ill wrre 
Indians together, it would bt 1 construed as traitoroi:' Lit M mil aw fn .iiii'!ri|jr to 
maintain their peculiar identity and senw of n.ir uiuliry L hi y would., m fjCT, 
he constrained to accept and manifest the identity of the Hindu m.ijoiirj. 
Although he shared rhe desire of ovhei Indians for freedom ■■ •m Brit sh rale, 
independence Itoui ihe Biicisli was me wui sh*hi < " tv’t il ihc- Ji‘il .in Mus¬ 
lims WLTL t£) L'XC'fcl jtl U.L' SCI VLt'Jtlf lHJ OUlSI jl'IS Icjt SL'f- 11 LIlIc lU LIiC lljjl.mE', W it Ifei tl 
tbciT nwn country- Hence, he urged ihc Muslims riol tc:- plflieipane in the free 
dorn KtTMgj;lt; twin^. IklI hy cKr Indian National Congress .iiilI its nationalist 

Muslim supporters, 

Mawdudi’s criticism and fear of democracy echo ,i similar (me of ih nkm.is 
Democracy, he believed, is the kind of government sn which the aiaiorit' rules 
whether its views he right or wrong, and in which a minority m.iy hope to hoc 
a VOiCC in affimS only by Lrimifuiiniiq; ilsirll ritu the ::i.ij■.:■ riey. Nn guiirJ eiIlcs 
ijJ rights mi iilIilt xa fcg'.i.iriJs Iti.L imgliE Ln bmll MiEo .1 dc 1:1 ;,i. r.'.tn 011 : : 11 lil i- : 11 
could truly prnrect ;i minority in A dtCIKKrMt polity, Dettiot r.ti y, when reduced 
tu its bare honey, arriiunts rutty to the tyranny of thi: majority, .s nee rhe Mils 
lims were clearly a minority in India and likely always to remain to, The creation 
of democraric institution ,1 in the country was nothing less than a de.idb pobtu 
for them, one th-at would destroy their eulrure, take away Theit identity, .. id 
finally force them even to give up 1 licit relig ion. 

A third pianSc in Lilt COBjJ.rr.SS led freedom movement was Llic dcs ire to foster 
j seeielur pivrmmrnt in Lrdua. In Mnwd.idl's writing;, the Term employ oil to 
Translate ‘‘secular 1 ’ tfa dhi) in fact lieera ly means '‘religitmless. and it should 
be evident chat a religion less social sysrem would he anathema to him Tlieu- 
reiically, sn a secular system lIll govcniiricnt wou J adcipi a neutral jtiitude 
COwjtJk -ill religious groups, treating :hem equally. What wrndd leriially Occur, 
aecrmding rc> Maw-dud 1, wav Thar rhe government would he secularist unit 
toward th<" minority religious gruiips, neither helping nor restraining rhem. hui 
it would be necessarily partisan coward the religion of the majority. Congress 
secularism he believed to be haried l>u Gandhi teachings about ink ranee 
toward all other religions; il was nothing bur a drawing nut of ihc implicalitins 
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of a specifically Hindu poir.cof view. Congress policy would. iherefuie, resiilx 
hi rhi* impusitidn of C l.nndh i’.-i religiruis vimv* on die whole- of India. 

Mawdudi s anSwCi Lu the MlLiiLlmri of the Muslims in India ivay [hat they 
should bcCuluC he: in Muslims. As- . III. result rtf iha: vliv unseats they would 
achieve organization, discipline, and social effectiveness, enabling them «> 
transform the whole of India into Dar al-fslam ‘ihaven of Islam!. The basic cause 
rtf rlif ptcrplercing ei rci rusts lit w in which thr Muslims found ncir cel VCS was 
I lie triur '.'I thinking of Lhi. litSilve-j mitidy as a. iijLluil and :hun vTniggl ing for 

rhe well-being, of the nation in economic, political, and social reruns. The ivlm 
lims were not, he held, a nation in the ordinary sense hot lather a pti-iy of 
ernnm unity, a gTtmp "'tvixsd 'r:-:,n pnnci pli"S( m.l uprni .a rhenry, 1 1 They were 
TaLie like- eke Fuftbih, tke Trtrrnaris. i it the Frfiueh, innrix in the CEjaivenrional 
and. racial SCjkSC, blit rathei like the socialists u: the OOtnimiiiist,, a party ruled 
by a system of ideas, If the community, instead of striving foe its mundane inter 
cuts in the Indian situation, would seek to advance its principles and realize its 
theory tif human life, if would attain a peak of power tbnr would allow r tn 
make over Lhe whole uf India into the Linage of Lhe Islamic ideal. The thing 
required to meet the exigencies of Indian politics was the emergence oJ a SdSib 
), 2 w/vrf, a righteous parry or community chatacreriied by a clearly defined ide¬ 
ology, allegiance to a singly leader, obedience, .:nd discipline-Of such a nature 
were the Fascist Lind communist parties of Europe which, thenigh minorities in 
laige populations, were able to dominate Lhc majority in Llicir respective 
countries. 

Mnwdudi's advice to the Muslims amounted to saying that they could nor 
participate in rhe political struggle fur the independence uf India iri any of the 
forms in which it was being waged. All of the parties oil the Indian side of the 
struggle, whether Muslim or Hindu, were operating in terms of ideals that were 
nyr pTinripally and genuinely Islamic- The Muslims had tn he True ru them¬ 
selves, to become mure fully and more steadfastly Muslim, even if tkiv meant 
the postponement of independence until it could be achieved In the right way 
-nnd on the right basis. The Muslims should Hand aloof and nurture them wives 
sin the ideal* that Islam reaches. This was on rhe unt* hand a counsel of despair 
a:id mi ihe othsr a strong call to a life osuiercd upon religion for the entire 
community. This attitude of "you can't get There from, he re' is the basis for dre 
frequently repeated accusations that Mawdvdi gave aid tn the Rnrixh imperi 
ujlSIs Jnd th.-jt lie uppoved rhe movement fuT Pakistan. 

In August 19+0. meeting in the shadow of rhe great Mogul bore and rhe 
Fkidshahi Mosque in Lahore, die Muslim I cogue passed its nuw famous [-shore 
Resolution which railed fur rhe establishment rtf autonomous states in the Mus¬ 
lim majority areas uf the subcontinent. From that point on, the great weight uf 
Muslim ofi nicn rallied behind rhe demand for Vakixtnr. using the same atgn- 
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iiittn Mawdudi had employed, that the Muslims of India were a d'^Tinc: nation, 
bat claiming also that their nationhood give rhem chi- righr c<> a smt and ter¬ 
ritory of (heir outi. in M iwiLidi eyi-v the new tkrusl ur Indian M .! dim polit 
icjiI agitation, like what IijlI guni: L'L■.11■. it, did not nice: iht neods oJ Hi. \iii* 
lims 1 1iii posed a new threat ro them, tut Let ultimate rtr^ulr was only to substitute 
Muslim nationalism f<ir Indian nationalism. jnd naminal '-m in whatever tonm 
was had. Both were fundamentally st-nilnr.vr c>: ni cpi utnv of the 1 id i in de\ 
tiny, and bnrli '.von.’ LunaLrmJ wiLli Lhe mundane iiltcrcVs ol peop':r, nol thi ir 
u3t iinate orientation. 

Mawdi*di h s response to the Lahore Resolution was tm launch mro ea 
phase -of rhf work of Islamic reform Mr now riirned nr riTg.inue-H .wimry ,r 
the social l«v«L In August ill 19-1]^ ngjm m l-shorr. :i prnr.iill im Jiewenly* 
five inleteitfid persons mei in response to Maw Jodis ms itatiori. and the Jamut 
i Islam i wJa bom, he being elected as its first Amir or leader. 

Tlit intention in found ng the Jamaar-i -Islam i was to g ve cm ere:? rea na- 
Tioil to [he concept of the S.ii'iri I 1 . = .■ m . j . j . h whn h Maw. mil saw as r h !■ answer to 
rhe Indian Muslim pnhtic.il dilemma. Ill ideal term-. cLr i.■ 11:■! Mir Jmvi.i- 
: lslami was '"thru the xv hole sj s:crn of luriuri lilr m .ill rli departments he 
erecTed iLpnr the worship ill Gud jnC the gu dance Cm the prophets .1 ;>i-ri I he 131 

nil be pfeafie )." 5 From j practical and short-range standp.1 the purpo-e was to 

prepare an organized and disciplined group of sincere Muslim* capable nf 
achieving the victory of Islam in rhe subcontinent. Ihu., were the effort 
toward partition to fail, there would he 3 $;roup tn cnimri'r 1 h: re*^ 1 :It> of the 
failure^ and were rhe effort* to succeed, tke _ e would hr 1 griaip to spread the 
krtmvl«dp^d of Islam in hnch India and ILdciStart. I h-r Jan i.r.r 1 .11:11 t *.-■ luir.i n 

a class of leaders tor the [ridian Muslims who would btnld Mils 01 Cil li/aiioni 
and culture. In a speech delivered to the jamaat-i-lskini in Lahore io Dcctmbei 
of 1944 , Mawdudi said that in liis opinion [hr gre.itc-r reason for [he ivm ij\ 
evils lay in the failure of righteous people rightly to undrreramf wh.u nghierr.is- 
necis lx. Their tendency n to Li ve- in isolation .mil ro 'e.iif ihr affair* nf the world 
ill the hand* ol evil people. The Cura tor this regnett jhl r Si alt' id affairs is In 
organize a group dedicated to righteousness. Then- is no political ins'* nobler 
Than rhis, and there ie no greater degree of political success than ec> achieve such 
an organisation, Sfts Messianic 1 isiov became clearly apparent in the ringing 
dednnLtiiiEi that such .1 gruup. imre formed, would nc ih e to control .ill .i-.pe. 

Ot the world's Lie aitd to effect a Sweeping lEVLiliutlon among mankind 

The period between the founding ot the Jamaat-i-lsLami in ]94L and partition 
of India in 1947 Mawdudi has characterized as the lime of “organiz ng and 
training- ’ His BTwrgy and that of his fellows w as given to the production of a 
body ot liteiiiLlire that set ouL ihc nature uJ IsLnrei iri i-.n-are-r dfetni .mil with inure 
depth than Lad the wnting-sof the caaliei piusu. At thL smut- Lime tar siructute 
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of the Jarrtasrt-HslanT was refined and strengthened. Neither the member-, hip 
nriT the influence of the Jamaat-i-lslami was. large during these yeats, and its 
political Stand was Unpopular aru-une the ma|[rrity of Mndiin$ % for rht Ol^iai- 
Ziuioiii following Mawdudi's Lad a» its Amir, held lO.t-JJ ahhuf from rhe ftr-pe 
political 1 -ag.inp i*i India. ‘1 hese years did, however, weld the Jamaat i 
lsl;iini into ;l disciplined and responsive organiwtion which, when its oppor¬ 
tunity for action. came shortly after partition, was ahle m act swiftly and 
effectively. 

When partition was effected in August of 1347, Mawdudi was living with a 
group of his followers in a small nd igjous cumnrun ry in hast Fun tab which he 
called Dai al [sl_i;ri. Muwdudi had left Hyderabad in 19.>S hi take up residnn-ce 
there as the result of a correspondence between himself and Allamah Muham 
mud Iqbal- Mawdudi's purpose in moving was to pursue the ideal of a oom- 
munity where the principles of Islam would be fully realised. When rhe violence 
and cunini ureal hatred that aCCUErip jm iocl the partition. threatened in overwhelm 
ihe tiny and defenseless community, he migrated with his c-ompanicwu; to 
Lahore. A portion of the JamaaH-lsIajni, however,, remained in India, and from 
this time on the Indian and Pakistani secrions nf the Janvnrr were two separate 
Or£ajtncatiOnS. Aim ijhI Iron. rht. rriusneht uf Mnwiludi's arrival in Pakistan rh: 1 
Jainaat-i-Eslami threw itself .mo activity to assist the refugees pouring into lEic 
ill-equipped new country The partition of India is beyond all question one of 
the most traumatic events of the entire twentieth century, resulting in the biut-al 
deaths nf hundreds of thousands of f;<tii|,le arid the -displacement nf iriil ions uf 
others* as well as suffering and economic loss on a colossal scale, lit these tragic 
circumstances members of the Jamaai-i-lslami in different places, many of Them 
refugees themselves* rallied to help those in need. 

Mure important than the relief efforts, howCvCr, was thu puliliCjl activity lit 
the jamaat-i-lslami. Beginning in January 19d8, Less than sis months alter Paki¬ 
stan's birch, rhe Jamasc launched a campaign for the creation of an Islamic stare 
in the errantry. This effort depended heavily nn the litCrJrurC rhat flowed I -ran 
Mawdudi s pci/ but was also taken to the comitun people by every means at 
the organization's disposal. Its purpose was to bring as miJtli pressure as pos¬ 
sible upon the Constituent Assembly—charged with writing a constitution fur 
the country to found, the polity upon Islamic principles. 

Mawdudi was undoubtedly right in his analysis of the situation in Pakistan 
m rh-? tlmr when hc-.j^idi 11 that there w as j re at confu-riem in the mtaonal move- 
me lit because of the -diversity uf grou.pi and viewpoints that had participated in 
it; 2) tliaT there was no dear conception of the nanire of the new sutv* ffl that 
rhe IfadtTsh p of the rnovrment rested in the hands uf a highly secularised and 
Westernized portsun of the population; and 4! 1 that popular ecntirrmni was 
strongly in favox of an Islamic state. One of the first and cusenTial tasks was to 



AM WDUDtfAMD THE &LAMIC STATI 


107 


write 11 ertnStilutiOtt In; P.a lc i v 1 an . and the constitution ii’.ii na proLt-'-i irwvi . 
bly raavd Iru.' Question <it the rn'ite id Islam m fuTtnmg lhc instiliitmiK ill ibi 
government arid in determining its actions. Smtx ihi I'.tkisun most iri nr .is 
conducted by chu Muslim LesRix 1 in prc-partitimi days was cuncensi'd artels 
with rhe mundane econuinic, sucrnl,-?nd political nteresrs nf The Muslim :mp- 
ulation and since it was; based :in a conception of Muslim national ism thti 
apparently aimed at a secular and drmocraTic srsTr for Muslims much like that 
which the Endian National Congress soupfiT to create in India. M.-wdad felt 
that quick action had to he taken ro assure that the desires of the majority or 
Muslims for an Islamic system were not thwarted. Mawdudi saw Lhc uhitw 
merit * t independence in 1947 as a revolution., a ltd he- called n In rhai name 
'..'u.i.'lu. 1 '": Lull iL was, he sj d, Hit rely -i tv vitlulitici n thv eycernal . tl . n:i: itilvi 
of the Musi inn and the! not cUllI the inward arid vsM.Ti1i.it chanfi.M rh.ir Klim 
demanded. The mosemenr fur .in iv.mnic stare smiy.hc trs give the counTrs i 
definite Islamic STamp before iT settled mm sonir orher .md un-Hcenuble man d 
whose impression would he very difficult to elimiroart’ 

Mawdudi and the Jam aat-i-Islam 1 were nor alone in agitating for the Islamic 
state. They were joined by a variety id other Kid:vs and iridmdii.ils, nuLablv 
among them ihe uhiiria organ ijii.it ion, the Jemijrtt'i Ulama Pakistan, and had 
behind them the sympathies Ilf rhemjsi lit lhc populrriim A I parties nincimed 
were m agreement that l : 'akist.;n w as to he ,ai M.inur sr.irr ihough their n'spi'i. 
dve visions of such a state differed widely. MiwduJi himself had dheuwed the 
nature and requirements of an Islamic polity in I s w rir in its from I'JW i inwards 
The expectations that people cntcjiumcd about tlu- crvaiiun of an ideal Islamic 
Older Li.it would solve ail I heir pnil'lvm were vlrutivIy reiiiiorerd in the ..ill; 
Cult clays immediately following parlitiiiri. I'.slcJ with lhc almt/St mv.ipf.iVk 
pTiihlcms of nTgnniT.inv; n srare, nr den I in r. with refuge vs. and of LOiiduering i hs 
war in Kashmir, the pul-ricians .ijijiL'.vl rJ to Muslim tv I git n is sentimentt as a 
means of rallyiitg^ uniting-, and pacifying the population It was made to seem 
their Islam contained The resolution of all difficulties^ the one possibility fur a 
true paradise on eaith. The result was a wave os enthusiasm for an Islamic p rfiry 
that Swept Over Pakistan, leaving the authorities I idle cliuice but I-:j us Cede 
hCU ei fine perspective the Icaderikiij sh.iml ih gnthiiviavin tweause its pen 
li ally lihenl and modernist version of Is in also cmhr.icrd rhe ctmcefn ■ : f .in 
Islamic policy- For many conservatives, however, the conception of the Islamic 
order held by the leadership proved difficult to distinguish from outright secu¬ 
larism. There is, [lieecfore, no doubt that the Islamic state agitation u as a source 
•of great concern fur the political k-.iili rs mid the hure.iucr.iL) id the country 
who Viewed it ns a ihieai both tu their ywn power ami tij ihe .Je.i. ol Iitii ra 
dejEioLracy that inspired must of them f'he government was ir an uucsimforr- 
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able dilemmar it could not afford to oppose- the idea of an Islamic state, hur 
neither could it allow c jn-.t-rv.tnve Islamic npinkin to pxrvflil 

the essentially religious question &l ihe Islamic statu was The moST visible 
issue ini P&kisuni public life in chose early days, bui Li was mat nteeswudy the 
most important one, E here were other and, in the final analysis, more telling 
practical ciiuvKle’Kitionsi as well—such things as rhe di-w ribution of powers 
hi tween ihe center ami the provinces, tint rrlatiuns of tin: two wings of the 
country, the pxubleni of a naiional language—and a host of specific Lul-jL and 
provincial issues where the power and influence of individual members of ihe 
Conscitucnt Assembly—which it mwsc be remembered was also cine federal leg¬ 
islature - were at stake. The greatest i ilistai. Its trt Securing aereemrnt nn,i con¬ 
stitution arose front such matcers as these and not front religious issues:, but in 
the public maud the religious questions occupied the foremost place. Given the 
depth of pi,ib lie response co religions questions and choir pytenun I explosiveness, 
ir is not surprising. til at -he government should have hut n unhappy rtbinir hi ;p.v - 
dudi's activities. Tlic suspicion, hostility, and feat thai the successive govern 
inciLLSof Pakisiau have exhibited coward Mawdudi and die Jamaai-.-lslami dare 
from this early time in the country's history, before the end of 1JM8 Mawdudi 
and two of his associates were arrested and the newspapers of the Jamnat-i- 
Esliimi el use'll down, .he mLiderit that prOvtikud Mawdudi s Ui’CCM was itai£’ 
mcuts made in a mosque in Peshawar in which he denied that the waL in Kash- 
mir fulfilled the conditions of an Islamic jihad. 

An important new stage in Pakistan’s development toward becoming an 
Islamic state was reached for Mawdudi with the passing tw the ObfectiveS Res 
olurion hy the Cuitstitueitt Assembly in Match 19*1?. The- Resolution, which 
was very genera] and quire ambiguous in its provisions, rep resented a compro¬ 
mise between die liberal modernise and the more conservative factmiu m Paki¬ 
stan. E he Resolution hegatt with these words: 

A'httLassuvttLLfiiiEy user the citiire unLctirse belongs to Allah Almighty alone., a ml 
die Hiithodry whicli hk has dde&wed to the Scare of Pakiwsm threiueh its peepis 
For hfinfl eseraised within the limits rirescribid hy Him i a sicreti trus: .... 

In n later passage ir speaks c>f Pakistan a.-, a country 

Wherein the principles of de-iTi-oeiacy, freedom, equality, Tolerance and social jus¬ 
tice .« e nun cured by Main, should be fully observed! 

Wherei n che Muslims of Paki^r^tn should be enabled individually and oullecrivEly 
10 or&r rhe r lives in accordance with che teachings and reiyuirementsuf Idaiii, as 
set (iut in the .Holy Quran md Surra .... 

Those portions of the Objectives Resolution., especially The first and last clauses 
quoted, as well .is irs y.rneral time amounted to a dcolurat ion by [lie Constituent 
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Assembly - I'i.i i Pakistan was to be an Islamic st.irc. n Itci't .v. Mawdod under 
stood them, A siate that wa* ortv ion-l■■ non-M elirn and wherethere were d'jr. 
iah injunctions against .Muslim service to the sta*e or pgrtierpatiwr] in ns polit¬ 
ical life bow hfCJRIf Mus im hv. in fitter, I he nrcitJtion uf a r. inj cd l 
sffitilitdtfb (con (ess I on of faith . The state w .is made entirely diilrrent Iron: wlia: 
it had hern. If wn-j now nwful In mt I hi 1 sljte of P.tk istan. i: -- .iw ■ were w> ; 
thy of ai-eiffrtnTice. there tii ight ":x- rcwjcl. CCj- its tuu '[s. and it « .V' IV p-respe-f to 
take pan in its elections and to serve in its Parliament. The Jimaar-t-Island 
adapted its policies accordingly, began id gear itself to psitkipHt m ekee 
and continued agitating for provisions in the still pnhirmee. ctHivtirut i»n rh-u 
would reflect the character rsf an Islamic sr.irr As \1 nwdudi s.ml: Niin. ih.ic 
rn|s has he. ■oni:' 1 ■:;:.:l.-. _ i. r id Ivl.nr i sr.i:r. r iv 11>.• !■ ir.s. r i It . ■ unlrj of -K 
enemy Against which il is our duty in strive Rather, I iv now I he country <t 
fnrnds, tVtir own LnUutTV. tin: stienpthn i llja. Construe tun:. and pi .j;:i •• it 
which a re our duty. 

Mawdudi's attitude toward the Objectives Resolution s. rn ilv t>i. 
surprising, Before partition he had rejectee- Pakistani nationalism, indeed, all 
nationalism, and condemned the le-adenhip of r hr Muslim it igue lor nor fn 
lowing Islamic principles or havin g Islam il .■ ils he: >n it. I hi i'h|i. - i ■ Kes 
olntiun changed nothhtR of substance in Pakistan; :r did little mote ih.in cite 
vague exprt'vv.mt to J devirr for ail KlanliC order, And L rll u:i,k.v and n dt l 
mite far more thati it specified Pakistan vs .is to iliu.vi a dot ;ist natv ■ .il liu-l. 
sepaiate from other Muslim sates: its state in-tiiui m--. c^ciui.illv 1 : ■ -1-. «<•>;• 
in no way changed; there was no Hignitic.mi shift in state p- licics: cu- i the lead¬ 
ership remained thesarnt Perhaps most significant of all. rhe Ohiectives hr.i ■ 
lotion did not sn much ns mention the Isl.imic thurtsi?, much less n, :»• n,; is, 
law of tht* I anil. Yet M.iwdndi Iclr :h.il :he Object iv el Rettalutiun tnmafnrmed 
Pikcitail lAICI a “rrjtu Anted IsIjmiL si ait. I hr txjilaiMtiun <>l Miwiiid v w.i-k: 
is pedhsbly to be found in the fact ihai Ins .ippr-nv .il ol :lu- 1 -!--|ls.i !<.■. >1 1211 ■ ■ -1 

provided him personally and the jamaar-Hslann general! 1 with j ic-giiim,lie I s 
erotical basis for participating m Pakistan political life. 

Procure ftiT [hr creation of insocurrons and other arrangements 1 accord 
with Islamic inpmchini continue in Pakivcan alter rii“ |j.issmg of rhe ( Jh|r 
tivCS. Resolution. Tin? ulama In paiticulai srepprd lap clivir l .-n i n:■ 1 1 ■ 1 ik-- ch. 
discussions.’ Religious pressure cn the gnsvrrmimi and d-.r voostitaii.in nakers 
leached a new high in 1952 and early 1955 in connection with the agitation 
agniTirf the Ahinadiyah sect which Src-ke out in p,irts of Pu»iin'r-. Begun rep- 
tlhliu.i fives of the Ahrar party In an efifon to regain the public support rhey had 
lost by llicii sippOvition tci the crrotirin of f'akisr.in. the .lgit.irum ilemanileii that 
the Ahmadiyah be decljrtd a rti iiluiity and tli.il Oinwdhri Zafrtlkl.rh Khan, a 
prominent Ahmadi. be removed from his post as Foreign Minister Virtually ad 
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religious parties supported these demands as did the majority of the gKimral pi.ib- 
lk- Violence Kinm tag.in vvrh th«‘ IfWE of Ahmadi lives and destruction of prop¬ 
erty. Because ol delays by both the fjmvind.nl gnveTnmenr in Punjab and the 
fcdttiil government in taking sll&i lu deal with the sitiutKin, it had lin.illy to 
hr controlled by the imposition of martial jaw in March I95A at tilings were 
getting out of hand- Among other actions of the military authorities were the 
Ji rcsL of prom incut ubma and of the leaders nf th« bunsar-i-FsIami. MawJ.i:di 
himself was brought bckjrc a military court and sentenced tu ih.trh for hr. part 
in what had happened—specifically sot the publication of a pompblct entitk-J 
‘"J h« QarJljni ■Qitrstu.in,’"" Qadismi hemg another name for the Abioadiyah. 
] ha suimcury decision of the luutL wtu greeted with a grtepr publi-C outcry, espe¬ 
cially in religious circles, and the sentence was communed to fourteen years’ 
rigorous imprisnnmenr :n May of the same year. The sentence was non carried 
curt, hnwever, and Mnwdudl was rrle^'ceid after twenty months* confinement. 

Allhougli Mawdutii had not personally participated in the agitation again^r 
the Ahuiadiyah nor ivas rhe Jamaar-i-Islarm officially committed to Lhe ‘JireLt 
action’ 5 of The agitators," he cleanly had sympathy for the movement. He saw 
tin; agitation as an opportunity for advancing, some of his own constitutional 
|jti UMJKals tor rhe Islamic state ami fur '.trCngth fining his a and in rhe political 
game. In consequence he pined with the ulania hi discussions uf the Almtadi 
issue and for a time even acted as theit leader and spokesman. The period of 
the anti-Ahmadi agitation represents the peak of Mawdudi's influence and pres¬ 
tige among rhe tnemhirrs nf the religious class, anti, as well, the peak of his 
Influence in the off airs of Pakistan. That he was able to gain so high a standing 
a along the uiams. is somewhat astonishing, in view of his strong cricicistns of 
their conservatism eating bach to The iy,SI.!s and in view of his unwillingness In 
his couslLtutional propnsals tu accord Lo these venerable icligiuds authorities 
the role of Anal arbiters in a ll matters Islamic. Mawdudi, however, was a very 
persuasive man, one not gken to extremes in his manner of expression, and 
with a st rong hunt toward logic. In his qualities nf le.ulershi|i he Stood head and 
shoalders aljuvc must of the ulania, and It was perhaps only to foe expected that 
he would cook to the fore as their spokesman. In any event, bis role in drafting, 
some of rhe documents which the glam* issued im regard tn the constitutional 
iiSUCS in Pa k: stall wu decisive. 

When the first constitution ot Pakistan was finally promulgated, in ]?■'►£, it 
was not the result of open public debate either in rhe new Constituent Assembly 
lihe fiist one h:id been dissolved by Lhc Governor General in 1954) or elsewhere. 
Kathcr, it was rhe outcome of some assiduous backroom work by the I'Tinic 
MmisicT, l.hatvdhri' Muhammad All, and was prrminl|jatdsd suddenly with very 
littiie advance notice or preparation of the public. Nonetheless, It was welcomed 
enthusiastically in the countr y, a ad among those who acclaimed arid accepted 
Lt wCrC Mawdudi a nti - hi. Jiimant-i -Islaicn. 


_ 
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Le' Mawdudi's attitude Toward the nbieclives Kesoh.r nn paxved h,y The fir-^ 
Lonstl tuent Assernhiy V,-.1S xurfIrising, hi' appro-, i of flic 19.5ft Ctms.urucion was 
< wn mine so, I hi const! tul ion envisaged j govecoitfeni for PukisL.ui lh.it w» 
plainly modeled upon BiiLish paifiamentary democracy. To be sure, ii contained 
ekmenn of a specifically Islamic nature, hut many of These wrrr vague, and the 
most important of [Hem. namely, The provision rhn no law would he enacted 
or allowed to continue in forer chit w.lv CH'jntraiy tn [ht Quran .mi d Satnn a, w n 
Epecificfllly (heljivtl tn he nOn juCIi huole, thus depriving it nf rr.i t'>r■. , i hr 
constitution was a compromise between the vLewsof the modernist h hc.iI polii 
icol leadership. Westernized i ntel k-c: na is, and the bureaucracy nr the one hand, 
and more conservative religious groups on The other, i )n balance, however, the 
content of the constitution and tie kind of mate ahar ir .rmLi.1 to create were 
Strongly hltetl in the ,1 in-cram tif the nuidcrnist prefstent rs. In .u repr.: ii;. r 
MawduCs niri ortly Sfitmcd to deny riiuih ol to hilt he h.i. prCviiiviS i iminted 
upon as characteristic id ,ir Islamic state hut. indeed, k-n inuct vtty liitle ihut 
would distinguish him from ti c liberal constitutionalist-' he had previously so 
bitterly criticised for their un-Islamic ways 

The promulgation of the 1956 Constitution effectively htotighc m an rd 
widespread diamxvion of the rule nf Islam in the OonstitUtiotl ■ if Pakistan Vu 
loop Jilterwnrtl, in early 195R. the cir.mrry e.iitiu under mi nary r. Ir. ind with 
the CXCeptnm id ihe MirerrOgriurii of I he RhuttO era, ha-. rCm.uno.! Under military 
coiuiol until this day. Both Maw-dud- .md t'-i-c J a in a.cL- 1 -1-I am i emit nucdl to fee 
active politically when permitted to do so hy government, and they continued 
to see their ultimate purpose as the establish mem of a genu ne Islamic Htder in 
Pnkstnn. Many of the issues which they ranee v.ttc nf relevance Tn ronsr r i- 
tionjl law, hat the atmiisphcTL of gLiitT.il public cunctri: lor :hr I, arnc s r ati 
and of In tc rest in its Iiaearc arid I he means ol achieving it was not tn return. 
Only to a limited extent did some of tl csc questions resurface in connCLium 
with t!he constitution promulgated by Ayub Khan and at the time of the Almiadi 
•»ve in 197-i, "1 lie role of Mawdudi and his movement from th- point onward 
bet a me sprritic-;illy political in the sense of tiiih.nni; nn particular issues and it 
trying IO achieve smiic degree of political ptiwcr His must inaporr.inr ri.nr- - 
buti-ons to die understanding of Lhe Islamic state belong, therefore, tn the pro 
partition period and to the period of Pakistan's history leading up to she ill 
fated I P5'f Constitution. 


UNDERSTANDING OF THE ISLAMIC STATE 

We may now consider rite content of Mawdudi 1 * conception of the Islamic 
*Late . 13 Thu need and jtisrificRtkin for an Islamic stare follow for Mawdudi from 
the nature ol the universal tinder. The Islamic state, therefore, is pan of a broad. 
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integrated rheology whose cardinal principle it the sovereignty ■>! nature's cre¬ 
ative Lord I'here it, Miwdudi reasoned, bating himself on die Quran as well 
as his own observation, a law that governs everything that exists. That law is 
nothing oilier than the will of the Creator who ordained tlut things should he* 
Jt they arc, that Lhe heaven should bo above lIic earth, ihat the night should 
follow the day, and so forth. Most of nature -all ref it, in faet,exeept the human 
race and they only in respect to iulQC stxjial and moral matters—-imire.s.TnlY' 
eonform.t to t'nL divine law. Some mfrt may entertain the illusion rrf their own 
independence, hut there Is no independence; all in reality is ruled by (iod. In 
this sense the natural miler respects the divine will and riheys it and may for 
rhat reistni he tmd tn hi? Muslim, or in other words to be* among rhoEe who 
submit themselves to the overlordship of God- It is not necessarily so wirh men., 
however, who alone among all creation have hren endowed with free wil* or 
rhr capacity to choose whether in their behavior they ilia 11 follow die will of 
their creator or not." There 15- no question, however, that the divine will has 
laid down a law (shariah'/ for human conduct just as it has- ordained a law for 
every riling else. One's, attitude toward that law is The central issue of human 
life; upon it turns the decision whether one shall submit to the divine will for 
die way in which life should lie lived or whcdicr lie shall rebel against it and 
go astray into error. Submission (tslum} brings in j«s train earthly blessing and 
heavenly reward while rebellion and refusal tn submit produce only oil, unhap¬ 
piness, and eternal punishment. Ihur, Ihf historical CrtHtrOviLtSy Lh.iL Islam has 
a wakened has nut had to do with whither Gi id iS the LTCatrtr Or not Isut with 
man’s wuLl myjEiev; t>r refnsn. to necogniitF him ;ci I.lio.1; the issue is not the Crtit 
rinl of nature but rather who shall claim the allegiance of men. ri 

The Intv That find has prescribed for men to follow is TK.ulily ncettsihle to 
all 11 who may bs interested to learn its provisions; it is sec forth in the Rook of 
Grid, "he (jure it, and in the li ves of rhfise thmiigh whom God has revealed His 
book, the Prophets;, but especially in the practice of thy last Prophet, Muham¬ 
mad, Prophecy is the means chosen by die divine in give concrete Expression 
and exemplification ro its will, These two, the Quran and the Surma of the 
Prophet, therefore, are the ultimate authorities for .ili. true Muslims in every 
question that may concern culicr their individual or their collective lives. When 
the Quran and the Prophet speak on an Issue, there is no higher court of appeal, 
for to displace or impugn ih«rn would be an offense against the awesome maj¬ 
esty c>f God, to commit the unpardonable sin of associating others wirh the 
prerugjtivEs that an. Exclusively His. The re Is one true and unimpeachable 
source of Law, one rightful law-giver and iin Iy rtiie, wbrt has dlOSCtl to make his 
ibanaf} known through -He agencies iif revE-laticm and prophecy. Everything 
Inut men ennrt nr nhssrve as law in thru ,«>ciHilt's ti lO bo measured agrtinsr The 
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dictates And the Spirit uJ the ultimate lavs fimrid in the tvi u |^iui Sources tiJ . 
Islamic inspiration, 

Now, rhc in b<_icti ns hroad objectives and iiv specific pro* sions 

envisages more than the fusts nr,|- nf gearid and rhi, .noi. .ince ot evil in the I ves 
■of mnKiduah. To lie sure, tlie ibjriah prescribes ihe in-it'-. ill woril 1 :<>r ihe 
individual ai'id gives gu idUnCC lot pCrsn~i.il morality .nd attain -liinig aviih ir any 
otkci things of purely ir>div-jdual concerns-, bar it also prescribes frectmi for 
coJ lee rive life -as well. '| beer direcuves touch such mattery as "family rclatton- 
■ships, social and «mnmk affair*, admin istmtum, r ^hr*. am; durin “l ciriFrns. 
judicial system, laws til war and peace and hirern icinnal ri I. i inni -, irr |i 
ernbiaceji all Lhe various depurtinmEs of life.... Ihe Shariah is .1 romplrce- 
schema of life arid an Jil'embracinji social Ordca where nothing 11 ilipcrftiitms 
and nothing lacking. |l [he shartaf* is also .111 organic and : 1 lic-u,■ .1:_d s\h,T- 
whose many aspects and provisions all flou logic,1 -■ and 111 I ict.thly Irmu :hi- 
same basic principles. Ihe organic and .til rnbracmn n.mire t.f ihe divine I ■ w 
Mawe;ud 1 believed r« h ive been fnrgiiTrrn nr neg rerrd rw Muslims lur ns -,r • I 
their history since the ri rue nf the Rightly {Y.iided 1 11 p h r , Vt h.ir is pTrseu ! 1 
known. ns ULimii? law, lie said, is only part of the larger whole. Il has no ir.ik 

iidrnl and l.’ii ftelfhet K UiultfSEi :•■ 11. ,:i I* ■ 1 the 

total System tu w.*uc 3 i It be Kings . 1 I at- cv| a hlisbn:C:il ■ ■! ihe Isfatnic ITittffl in 
ns entirety was tJic goal toward which he Mam-, then alcnw couid ihe pi wi 
sions oi Islamic law- be properly implemented. 

One of the implications of :hc organic understanding of the .-•*ihar v 
repeated over and over again nt 'il.iwdudi's wrmng* .tln'n.r d. c refrain 
that the .‘Jamie i'J.’jyrj. 1 ? (Kiev 31 uc rt’i lignite .iny . ■ v 1 > nn between rplignin and 
Cither aspects of life. 11 and must specifically between religuin and the shun. I here 
is, lie insists, no area of man’s activity and concern 10 rshich ihe ihJnjk dew 
not address itsel: with specific divine guidance. Thus the cultivation .r private 
picxy, worship, and the ordering of the individual's relationship wnli God, the 
matters that are normally identified as ' rel gum" in popular parlance, do nor 
satisfy -he demand^ of 'he iiharirfj. I n:u Kl.1rr.1c I nth mast issue m- snc-al 
actions and attiludei, must ilri «-l for ihe Lrirjtiui) ■.:■! an Islamic soirirr) u well 
as lor persona] righteousness. Secularism which Ma-wduJi equated w th the -.-p 
a ration of religion and STarc or with religion lessiaess. he considered 10 he tlie 
very contrary of Islam since it opened the way, as he saw u. to the exclusion ■ f 
all morality, eyhics, or huoi.yn deerney imm 1 he ronTollirg Tierh.n|>ins of suci- 
Lty. Th is. he thought, was prceisely what had happened in the 'vVrsiera worla 
whose guveimneiiLS and social bases at nlLVCT tired til coriCirmung .is uriutter 
ably and irredeemably corrupt Tn his mind, morality of am bind was simp's 
menu reusable without religion and ihe sanction of eternal punishment to sup¬ 
port it. When religion is relegated to rhi* personal realm, men nt-s rahlv give 
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w.iy tn their best!ill impulses .rail perpetrate fitj upon one another. in iaci. it is 
precisdy Ijel.iusl they wish Lu CiCLip-.- the restraints of moral iry -atld. the divine 
guidance that men espouse secularism, The evils th.it arhc from the dfo ruination 
cd men over man cannot occur til die Islamic system E'seeaus*: n will nut permit 
rhe life of the state to he carried on »n isolation front the die Lares nf religion 
and The divine law. From The perspective nf dw shariah, life is a seamless whole 
rh.ar must he lived in its entirety emJer the pLTvpirLti ve anti within the limits SCt 
by Iriid. 

A state or souse other instrument chat will exercise political power :■■ the 
necessary consequence ot this conception of a universal divinely ordained pat- 
Tern for The lifo of men in rhe world. Nor only would the realization ot the 
objcctTv*! of The i-iiifc hi fructer jriiots .iml inrtruicr evil irt society he ins possible 
without ihc agency nf tjii state and tine power it Commands. 1 * hue the sharink 
jlself specifically prescribes I he Creation of a sLalc as wititeSicJ in cl rt.un verges 
of the Quran but above aEL in the examples of the Prophet and the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs. 

. . iV reforms which iiliin want!. n> bring ahiiiir ciniKit he enrr>d our merely hy 
sermons, Pokriral power is estenrinl for their achievement .. rhe struggle for 
oar.T.r.iojc control oneirhe organs i>l"The strare when motivated by the urge to rsrab- 
Itin toe din ire :g ::n.i irsd the Islamic shariah and to enfewee the Islamic injunc¬ 
tions, is not only permissible hut is positively desirable and is sixh obligatory.* 1 

Accordingly, in Vhuvdudis understanding, parish also provides the- basic 
Outline of the state'! nature and e k n mctcrisr-tx. Guidance fin Vhi'.limS ahiiut 
the State which LliCy are Ooli^iLted 1 u establish, or irt Other words, materials for 
the ccuLsiitutjojt of on Islamic state, are to bo found in four principal sources: 
the Quran, the Sunna of the Prophet, the conventions and practices of rhe Four 
Rightly Guided Caliphs, and in die rulings of tht; great iurists of rhe Islamic 

tradition .' 1 A earet'iil study nf These four source# all of which are written down, 
readily accessible, and well known is, aecurdinjf tu Mawdudi, Sufficient fot the 
implicit and nn written stare constitution sll out in the shariah to be reduced to 
systematic written form, tor any careful student of these basic documents rhn 
necessity of an Islamic state will be inescapably clear, and it will ;dsn hi- ahuii- 
Jaw tly evident precisely what an Islamic State is. I he criticism of tint inUr'iV indi¬ 
viduals -mostly liberal and Westernised uiudejiiists who ridiculed the Idea of 
an Islamic state in saying that the task sources of Islamic faith offer nn guid¬ 
ance about the practical aspects of establishing and forming a state, he rejected 
Jk ig nn ranee nr delihe-atc inixch: ef-mn Icing. Pakistan's CtMiSMUlional problem 
he saw as relatively simple: to bring to explicit expression what had so far been 
only implicit, to transform an unwrirren constitution into n written one. 
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What then is an Islamic start? ['here are different way, in which Tin? question 
LllLyjhT br approached and VI a w, l.im principally used rwri 1) tHti Hilih il ■■•. ikm- 
Of the bflSIC principles on which the *1 .lie in e-reesed; and J.I ihmiLgh ccmsi-.iri- 
ation t>r its institutions and specific dutscKtisikv. TXc may consider these one 
by one. 


■ft.dv.jC Pri/tirf/Tc* 

The first principle of the Islam if stare is its recognition erf the Kvwrrigj ty a 
God. The practical meaning o 4 tIh? recognition is that Cmd and mr m.i i is rI c 
scurce of law in a Muslim society” Grid m i.ivt by the legal iravereLKn .is, wi I .1. 
the I jorct nf nature. >lo man, therefore, should l:C illkhWLii In y.axv n urtlerv 
in his Own light, iind no one should lie nNigatLil to obey 1 illIi urdclv it they are 
given, for the prerogative 0/ command belongs only to God. Neither am d 
vi-dual, although he be a king, nor any class or group erf people, nor the rare, 
nor men the people as a whole has the right to make law, Gnd x the unique 
lawgwrr and authority I here ran be :m Tyisl.non i:idi jx-ndem id ] l-% w m 
the Islamic State, mid no ime l.in change what God h.iv decried, i he Quran 
denies the right ill inert to ene reive any il sLtefioii in matters Je. Lied oy God 
and the Prophet. 1 * The Islamic state mast, therefore, be founJed on God a law 
as delivered through tIic Prophet Prescriptions or prosenphons laid dow 1 hi. 
rulers or governments will bear authority and he legit mate only to rhe extent 
that they rest directly upon what llnd h.i-. decreed or follow from it, If i .■ • ■ 
t'TEiniejit divreiumls the law reve lled hy Gnd, it.v .unhoricy w ill ant he binding 
upon Muslims. 

Mawdudi acknowledged that the concept of sovereignty is ditheali n- asm 
prebend and that jt Iras caused great confusion for political theorist? Sover¬ 
eignty is, he says, "the most disputed issue of political science,’ " f lic enure 
prnhlvni .-jfi,ev, however, hern il-., men cry tn Incan.' v«verergnry 111 ihr wrong 
place; The poliliL.il philosophers have Lned lu place the cap ill voVereigmv 1111 
man. a being Jut wluuti it v, as never intended and whom il. thcrefiuc, never 
fit.”' 38 ' True sovereignty can be- ascribed only to God w ho is Crearer, iusiaincr, 
and Ruler of the universe. Basing himself on an analysis of" two words used ft -r 
God in tfi ! 1 Qiith n, (Lord) and rJufj {mnsii'T nil, I lawgiver), .V 1 ,tw,IiiJi ■ r.-, ■. ■■ 
I he ruOl cause of :n«i 1 human nnsciy arid calartiily u> llir iL'ii-deuey of men ru 
dominate over other men, eithci by claiming Themselves iu be r.rfiiis and rhihi 
or by in vesting obfeors, idols, political parties nations, ideologies, etc. with the 
qualities of rafrfi ot ilah and then main pula ring rhe credulity of Other men for 
rheir Own purposes . 3 IheM* problems, hath the rhcnrelic, tI issues and the evil 
consequences of misconceived sovereignty, are obviated m rhe Islamic viate by 
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[he asn 1 ’* i.anciimpmnti.iiii|r siih-mw,ion to the sovereignty of God. l\v«ry issue 
Hit l.iw in sin Lsl.nife polity must be k Irma! back rrt (bt will of (}(>d by reference 
to the Quran and the Sonna as the ultimate authorities. Thus, rhc hns-c sourer 
of everything the sra.ee will do is the divine wall, and in tins sense God is the 
only lawgiver. 

J he second haife princLpic of the Islamic state is the authority of [lie Prophet, 
Tlic Prophets, all of them, are representatives of God, arid in that capacity They 
exercise [he political and legal sovereignty of God Himself. 11 They ire entitled 
pi the obedience of those who have pledged. [hern selves TO accept the sover¬ 
eignty of God. L ”Whuso obeys ihe Messenger obeys Allah, ' declares The Quran 
(S. 4:30J This role of the prophets is the basis foi Muhainmad's Sumia being 
considered one of the ultimate bases of law. 

I,'he Third basic principle of The Islamic stare is its status as the vicegerent of 
God. The 1 state dors nut make nr enfurLC law in its own n.-irnr but jiffs ns the 
agem of its suzerain. Again, ihe basis for tins principle is Quranic. Found in Sum 
24.55 where God speaks of appointing caliphs or vicegerents in the tank An 
Islamic state should properly therefore, be called a caliphate for such is its 
nature, At the mundane level when if is considered alongside other srnces in the 
world, ihe Tslsrtiic .-.rate may he Called a sovereign state because :t exercises 
authority within the territory that it controls. This sovereignty, however, does 
not extend to distega rd of rbe law of G od and gives it no ability e i [her to change 
that law or to go beyond it. 

1-iir+htT, the QiiTan vests vicvjjenincy lit the entiTe Muslim vitivjenry of the 
Islamic state. The right to rule belongs to the whole centumunity of believers. 
There is no reservation or special prerogative in favor of any particular individ¬ 
ual, family, clan, or class, 1 ' Such a society cannot tolerate class divisions, and it 
will not permit disabilities lot citizens mi the bnsLi of birth, social status, or 
profession* Instead n must give on restricted senpc for persona] achievement, 
al ways of course, within The Limits prescribed, by God. Neither as there any room 
for the dictatorship of one individual or a group of persons. I "he rider i-i an 
TsIathiC state iS Only One cidipb nr vicegerent uf Gild among an entire COiuillu- 
niry of caliphs, and lie rules only because tlic otlid ealiphs have delegated their 
cahphate to him- I is answerable bodi to Them on the one haod and tn ("md 
mi the other, as indeed all individual Muslims aTc directly answerable to God. 
The role j must enforce die all-embracing divine law, but he cannot legitimately 
go beyond its dictates to try to telL people what kind of dress they must wear, 
what script rhey must use when They write, nr how rliey must eduCaLC tlicia 
children. 31 His persona] whims or preferences count lor nothing since lie is but 
the ageist of the agents of Cod on earth. Thus, 'popular vicegerenry’. . . fiurns 

the basis uf democracy in an Islamic state while 'pupeilnr sovereignty' iS iLS bas S 
in a sccuki state ." 32 The practical meaning of this populai viccgerency is rhac 
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ihc gop-crm'itcm oJ rhc Islamic state can be formed only Mrli che consent (rfill 
rhe Muslims, or ai k,iM J majority of them, and l.h n rcisi.1 • in office only so 
long ay if cftntinuuft to fin joy their confidence. 

1 he fourth principle of rhi' Islamic state i* Th.u it must conduct its affair* by 
mutual consukaiion (shttra} mnungatl The Musi ms, While Islam doc- mu y-rv 
scrihe the insmurional form in which eon cull.it ion must occur, leaving it milie 
Community to devise die hen void rairtsi n-t liis ma> - 1:ii ihc conditioni of a 
p^ltiCuhlT fime and plaC?, it doles insist cli.il .ill people Ls.incerrmJ in ,i decision 
muse be consulted, either di reedy or cli rough rheir d>'V!i;r,.i rrd re prevent icivrs 
whom they trust. I'turher, rhi-, constilrano-n should he completeh free uni 
impartial without duress of any kind; odserwiw it is hardly to be sor&kLemd a 
consultation al all. The r.ilenf C-rni-.ul!.ition applies in dir 11 s lirsl ristjnee : i 
the choice of the head iif state, and tw-e.iLisi 1 consultation nuisr occur, Hun v.ir 
he no question of dictators hip, monarchy, or dexp*..twin in rh- Ul.itnn ,-irir. xr." 
Another of the implications of consultar cm is to deprive die ruler under am 
riieurnslaiiei's ol the right aid I he power to vCl Jsidi* ihc constitution a; his QWfl 
will, frjT had he th.ir power, he would ht s rtiuLly unci intml l.iblc. 

1 he require menT rhar Islam I iys down for ninrml consultation and rmtir 
.unuiig the Muslims is the basis fot the claim cli.ii rhe Isl.-nvc ■ .ire p ,i , enio- 
etatic viuie. Muwdndi says ihemosi appropriate1 ik ft • the Islamic state ui-uld 
perhaps he tri l:iI I it the ‘"Kingdom id frild a Illinois thai is rendered ni FagliiJi 
as “theocracy,” This English word, however, according to dictionary clrfini- 
liiofK, carries the inplicarion of rule by ,i priestly- order who govern m she name 
of God. The word, thei el ore, will aoi dn, and Mawdadi ventures to iawit Ins 
Own term to express the l- l iraicer of ills I-.1 m.iuk police ll is. he -,.iys, a r ii i 
democracy, 4 * something That is imt to ne compart'd wnrb .i"iy orbit r :n id 

govern me nr that the world has ever known ft rests upon rhe tw i principles of 
the sovereignly of God and the caliphate of" man. It may lu- called the..a lane i 
dense because il bases Itself npLMi Gust s c>.I’||| inaitd inid w . r.vri tfcparl Irorri :i 
At thr sa nr tunc ir is aisn dfTnoLT.LtiL- her.iij 1 -!- i: n ic. -itv Mi:-, I'm n-i 1 lgt-n- 
fnr the realization of God’s will on earth and demands ihen conaam mutual 
consultation in the community, The Musi ini.. Mavdudi says, have a I nailed 
popular sovereignty, expressed principally m their right to defuse :lu- l-„. -.; 

governmerit and thru right to rxprKis themselves on every puhlie iswm. 


All a.slfliio->traiive matter and all qiie*iions about which no explicit munciion - 
to be found in the S:l.rr.-fJtr uji- settled by the consensus among the Muslims, Every 
Muslim who is capable and quillied to give a sound.opinion nr. m.irrer-i of Islamic 
jaw, is entitled to Inrerpeet -he l.iwoi God when such ince-rprer.;ijon h,. e, ler- 
essnry. In this serve rhe- Islamic pe-lby is. ejfltioerane. 1 * 
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Mawdudi was ccinxisrent wich this principle in hit COHSfilUEional proposals; hr 
El tin] y resisted LJtf desire t:J iIll ul_iriitL Ert hr gi ven :hi" decisive aav in a liar would 
he accepted as Jslamic or not by refusing ro suppers ihs dfinuiHli lor a hcnard o i 
ulann.ii with review and veto power over proposed Legislation. 

These principles pose a numher rtf difficulties. In th-r iirsc place there is a 
failure t-o distinguish bet ween [fie locus of sovereignty nr the theoretical level 
and sovereignty in the more immediate sense ue' who actually esurrisHs power, 
Mawdudi ii concerned here, as almost everywhere else and in all of hit thought, 
with rlir* r henry and Tint wilh uniLtiot- As his attitude toward the Objectives 
Resolution and the 39.T6 ConstiLtuion has shown, hr wav appanr-nrly aatitfied 
when the cltcoretkal principle of God's sovereignty was affirmed. Many of 
Mawdndi’s opponents,. however, especially the political leadership, were more 
concerned to grapple with the institutional forms of government and to attempt 
tu settle ihe issue of where power wtiuld actually reside, hilv it would he ever- 
died, in what ways it would be limited, how Lhose limits would 1« enforced, 
etc.— i.e., they were dealing with down-to-earth issues of constitution making 
snd politics, the kinds of problems that interest the political scientist. The State¬ 
ment that the Muslims have a lirnited popular sovereiyncy in the Islamic stare— 
the term ‘■'limited popular sovereignty 1 ' is itself a contradiction in term:-; is a 
vague and partial recognition of tills problem, While sovereignty may belong 
to God, Cod does nor Himself intervene directly in the life of the Islamic state 
ro ^.ive orders, decide policies,, or render decisions: there must he a hsunnn 
agency to do those things on His behalf and in Hi, iiarnc. Again in theory lIlue 
agency is the entire Muslim people acting as vicegerents of Cod, bur practically 
speaking It is the ruler, whoever he may be and however he may be selected, 
whrt performs these functimu in ronsulraEirm with rhe Muslim populace. If fhe 
fault of theocratic governments lies in the fact that some human agency aitahis 
unrestricted power by acting in the name of God, thereby opening up the pos¬ 
sibility of tyranny, then one is hard pressed to understand how the Islamic they- 
drmiiL'raCy that Mawdudi proposed would escape- this fault. 

The contrast which Mawdudi drew lyetwccn Western ‘'secular’ 1 democracy 
and Islamic “theo-"' democracy also is open to question. The comparison turns 
upon these twn adjectives, nne which indicates The primary role lib’ rationality 
ill all hujmlLi affairs und the Other which indicates the pfirltacy OL the divine will 
in tIic political process. En each case, however, the substantive "democracy” is 
the same, Furit of all, it may be questioned whether the conception of demoe 
racy in the Western world is as drvmd of religious demeans as Mawduci 
implied. More impoitam, however, is the fucr that the comparison is made 
between elements of different orders, Secularism is not the name of one kind of 
polity while democracy and theocracy are other Lypes of polities. If there is a 
legitimate comparison to be made, it can be drawn 'berwe-en the latrer rwp, fur 
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shat if. the issue kies. What is [hi- source and [he legiti«Us*rion af law *iwl 
clie siiu. man's will or God's will? For all rhr atTention he gave i[ elsewhere. 
Mj,VkI udi ignore-. n in basur problem ft rhi;, prnntj. he wan re "i .’■•".nl to disc n- 
guish hut wuvn gond democracy and had dcn:Lier.iey, claiming ilI einvK r.if. 
as ihe prerogative of die Islamic state. Rntmkin ol the word '‘democrac)'' to 
describe [he Isla inic irate inescapably implies a major role for The Mill ol ihc 
people in deciding enaicer*. In rifeci. Mawdudi vt is claiming char mith ihe m I 
of tod and rhe will of the prciide were effective ltK't of uivereiunrv since rhe 
larter wrmlo. uieceiianly conform uo rhe funner. J3ir r. lL.■ m:. 1 1■. rifleii-s .a ileMre 
tu have things huch ways: [O Kjitr the very fouhdaliun oi 'lie concept ni dumoc- 
raty as :t is normally understood while at the same rime clain ing i■ - 1 u:ie»«e!l n- 
appeal and its advantages. In a situation at controversy inch as Ma wdudi faced, 
the use of such a rgvmrnts i s perhaps n ndersran-dable, our c hey d id nc ir ci 1i rn hi ire 
either to cl-arby of thought .ihour rhe couicrirucion.d problem ■:I i Ikisc.m or ri 
rhe Strengthening nf hie own uw. 


Spcdfic Chiracrcrifiici and 1 Jnsr/rejfj'cNK of rftc lifantk .V.rru- 

Among the numerous special characteristics char Maw dud i .iccnhined m ;h» 
Islamic scats we may single out two for special consideration: the universal and 
all embracing nature of the ■.(ate and the ideukug icn I character ill I he w.ite. 

] fie purposes of mi Ijl.m iL Slale are positive as we.I .Li negative, \l.iv, duili 
says.'* The ubvLi u£ the state is rot inertly tu prevent tyranny, so put .1 stop h 
evils of various, sum, and to protect its temtory bur, more basically, to l< Me- a 
balanced system of social puwire and to encourage every kind of virtue To 
accomplish these ends requires political power and msTihes rhe srjre in using all 
ol till! means at its cnminand, propaganda, public education-, e:. , fur the ra-.* 
A Stale with these purposes L.uniut permit itself in ignuTe impnrt.Lm segments 
of The lives of its people OI1 [lie pTOUnd [ 3 1.jC [hey arc furyorid the scope :■] is 
authority. Its approach has necessarily to be all-embracing and universal. "Its 
sphere of activity is co-rxcensivr with human life, , In such a scare no one car 
regard any held of hi5. affairs as personal and private [n short che stare is 
tolalit.irinn, .vee-rig it not jnvf av th e sc.ite s nghi h jit .v, irs Jivi nely 11 ril.i 1 nr. - 1 1 1 v 
to exert Control, baled on proper moral and religion*- pr ncip es. ijvi’t Hurra Iy 
everything. To retreat from this pusitiun by permitting a ‘.irge arra of existence 
to remain beyond the state's authority would be equivalent to deny in a Cud's 
■overngnty over these excluded sections of life in ;he con movers;- w herher the 
best government is thy ly.ivt govr run-rut or 1 he nrisT. Mawdud' was clearly on 
the side fd I,hose who favored the maximum of gnvernmenl control., Hr a. nul 
ted that there was a resemblance between ihe Islamic siaic which hr dewribtd 
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jsld I ho fascist ami COaui’iLUnist States ol rltC modern world m il’icir mutual 
espousal of totalitarianism / 1 hur as in the ease of good arid bad di -iuol rncy he 
distinguished between gngd and bad mtalitarjanism. Islamic totalitarianism. h« 
js.ura] Jii.i rradurs JiJ mil »bpp.'vit» Individual liberties ihm *5 The limitations 
placed oil popular sovereignty by Islam did hoc suppress human freedom h;ir 
rather protected it. There also could he no hide of'dictatorship in (he Jslamio 
state; 11- would, p-esiwmably, he a total- r.m.in -hro-de niocricv. In comparison 
with the demonrutu: states with [heir emphasis upon freedom on the one hand, 
and the modern totalitarian states with die suppression of iI-il udividurd on the 
cnher, Islam represented a balanced middle way that captured fen itself the -.in 
Cues of both of yhese •extreme expressions of the political carder while at the same 
time avi lidiii g thfir excesses arid shortcomings. 

individual liberties, ir would appeal, have to du with such things as styles of 
dress, the scripT to be used, the modes of the education of children, tilings men 
tinned above in connection with the limitations on rhe power of the ruler, Or 
nlrernih vely, they may fall within (he gtK.it category of art., thar in Iskimic law 
aif classified a, neutral Or permitted, lLuUliu: mandatory, rLcmi. mended. hateful, 
nor forbidden,! the neutral type of acts is by fat the largest category of all In 
■connection with the rights of citizens Mawdudi also indicated some other 
restrictions on the power of the TOtuHoTinn state. It may not deprive -ts citizen* 
of life, honor, or property imlest [sbmic lav, spt'Liticu'dy justifies its doing sn.' 
It may deprive no one of personal liberty isi die sense of incarcerating him with¬ 
out a iusr cause in law and due process.'* MawdudTs own experience with the 
preventive detention statures of Pakistan give him good reason to qualify the 
li.ic.ililari.ai'i ,(j[r in tEus regard. . he state also must allow fr^edmri uf upirmrJI 
a ad belief, permitting people even in organized groups, ro Emld suc h views as 
They will and peacefully to practice Them so long as they do not disrupt the life 
of the .,rate or attempt to impose their ideology on others hy force . 11 Nowhere 
does Mawdttdi enter into a detailed discussion of the precise limits ol freedom 
in the Islamic state or explain how a state may both control everything and yet 
be limited in ire power in certain respects, or leave a large area of conduct, 
indeed, the greater part of it. fu individual (iiscretiiiri. 

An cither basic feature of the Islamic state consist; in its being an ideological 
scare, ''.All Those persons who . , . surrender Themselves to The will of God utk 
wrhied into a community and that fs how the 'Muslim society cilines Into 

being. Thus, this is an ideological society 1 society radically different from 
those which spring from, accidents of races, colour, or country ,llJ The rement- 
11&K factor among the citizen; of the Islamic state is the ideology licit they all 
hold iii common. This ideology aims ul the reform of human society, and rhe 
state is its instrument for that purpose. It follows tfiat the stnre mine uphold -ls 
idea ugy and protect it .tgrim,t eeery etlfiiTt Tn Subvert it. Every uthcr ideological 
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Mart, Mawdudi argues, doe* precisely the vjmp rhni', drawing the I me -i; thinw 
activities which arr ralt'iiLiitfil to Jf.vtroy ihe very found jr nnv -:iht -.vvitti 
itself, Hk Islamic sti#e does not insist Dm everyone living within its rnTiti>ries 
subscribe to its ideology, for it dots pci mit chit c^i"ft-c-iice of minorities that ut 
not Muslim and acts to protect chem, hue ir clearlv carmen pernn ihe ■■■'< stem m 
be attacked with impunity eirher fnm raim nr wirhonr 

Two important COflSeSJUeflreS fnllmv (rum the Lianne vtara heiny; jn nlen- 
lc-i|r-irn] state. The lirSL is lh;SL the stair mast be controlled and ran CxcluMvely 
by Muslims. Ii is id particular importance tlur the head -i :lw ,?«e. tin locus 
of all power and authority, should he Muslim, and others arc rigorously 
excluded from that most important of all pavitkin*. Of llmnsr equal weight i> 
the need to- hoi ? fairhful Mndimv in lht*se other piicr 1 . Ill' responsibility whi'-f 
State policy IS formed ,1-|:i til* general Orientation ut thr -.tan • il'.nrs ilerrr 
in i net!. It is ill! igic.il in Mawdndi s eyes :n cxpcLt people, nor MiK rrtS, WnO do 
rant bfliSvE in the Islamic ideology to uphold it and work otil Is s ■uwuuiijLe-, 
in the lift of society.''Et is a dictate or this eery nature n| ihe [ri.oiuc nare that 
such a state should he run only by those who believe in the ideology on which 
ir ii- based and In rhe Divine Law which it is assigned t«. administer ' i'eoplc 
of other rriigious persuasion* may hr>ld non-vnsirive pom. m .in Islam e . oder, 
including fairly high ranks in rhe civil srereturist and even in rhe milirary, bur 
they musr be rigorously end iided I mm riHuenemyj pCdiCy de£isicnii. Miwdudi 
held the v.amir view with rfg:in.I ti> 1 he eleCtftrjl system, Ins prniLijj.i .11 .■ 1 mrnl 
lor the rCLCntii'm I Llie pic parlll'.nn separate 1 lei.ior.rc, m FuiiUD hir e, li e 
necessity tu preserve die pun icy of expression id Muslim opi 1 Ion without • s 
being Influenced or swayed by chits ide and a I en factors, Eu Heir sh India sr par.i:c 
elecrorares had been a polir cal devee tu ptowct the rights of the Muslim 
minority anil give it .1 vmce ngainsr rhe major tyj in M.iivJni,l ■ t hi night it h d 
hecomf j isiraris ill Ensuring the eonmming ;lmriu-..iiiL " of thi 1 maipdrity anil of 
ensuring that the mmOrtiei would haw no real say m I he life of the tuition 
In this CimtiCLliori CvelT ill Ore important lor Muwdudi than ihe uccesshi lor 
key officers and admin srrators to he techmcally Ma,' m was the need hr then 
to he true and good Muslims as well 1 , To upfni'd rhe Islamic ideology. tUei 
should he p«rtqnally commiffed ns everything rhat Islam entnins .1 mi pi act re u 
iai their in Jividiuit live,. "The administrators rrf the Islamic ST-n * 1 nvi-,r he those 
whose whole llie iS devoted CO the ohserv anee and enfiireemelit of this Law. 
who not only agree wiih its reformatory programme and fully believe in it but 
thoroughly comprehend its spirit and are acquainted with its deui “ Maw- 
dudi’s vision of rhe government personrul of an Islamic state was that of a uni- 
I;irmly indrjCtrin.iatevI, disciplined, nml Crthrsi ve cadre. Nrw mis did he hflirvc 
in a monolithic set ot basic principles that would he fostered by .1 tutj itarian 
government, but be apparently also saw no real tocuri For d sagjeement or gen- 
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urae debate cm basic mailers within the ranks. Hit flove-mmetir ,iy ;niv leytl, J de¬ 
ed o&y, unity, and discipline were the keys lo che ideal society chut inlnm seeks 
to create 

The sfcuui] iLuii.*,«queaL-e i if the Islnmk: staT-e Hci ng an ideological -state is 
worked out iiL its conception of citizenship. Since Man is wr-rirhifn-m/rd and 
tvurhfu.1, ic plainly prescribes two kinds of citizenship in the Islamic state,' tnvu 
kind for Muslims who are domiciled within the Territory of rite stare and che 
jiclieT kmc: fm all thoie* Liuri Muslims whn jig net to be I oy ot I and obedient ro riie 
Islamic sta.e 1:1 which lliCy live. Lpoll lIll Muslims falls thf 1i:ll responsl 1 1:ty 
tor the conduce of che stare, for they alone fully believe in ic. It is they who must 
assume The obligations clicir Islam imposes, including defense* and in renim they 
have the ri^ht to he members of it*- Parliament, to wire in choosing the 1 lead 
of Suite, and to be appointed lo key poses where - state polity is laid. down. ’I hi* 
non-Muslim citizens or zitnttris (tibimmis'i are guaranteed protection of Life and 
limb, property and adiure, faith, and honor." What they are n ot guaranteed is 
eiTher till I po • tnra exp-res'-ion or fell equaluy wirh their Muslim fellow citraenv 
The [slai-me state will enforce upon them only the general law of the land while 
leaving them fret to use their own community personal law lo i emulate affairs 
in that sphere. They have a number of other guarantees and protections 
extended To them as well, including thr y no ra i: rre of the stare tn provide rhe 
haste necessities of Ilk, food, shelter, and clothing to ail of Its citizens without 
distinction. Islam. Mawdudi says, docs not wish to abolish or destroy its minor¬ 
ities hut to protect them, and this policy stands in the starkest contrast, he 
argiiey, with star? policy tiiwnid minority g-nu-is m every nthn political SyStmn 
in lIll world. Ncnietheltras. itun-MusLimi are clearly a category of second-class 
cic.^ens in the Islamic state; the very recognition of two types or kinds of dci- 
wn* and of two sets of rules to govern the two types has made them so- heir 
Special and inferior position is justified by their mm .adherence CO the Islamic 
ideology. 

l‘ha: this is the standpoint of Is lam is proved by ihe inter absence uf even 3 single 
instance In the dats of the Holy Prophet (peace be on hint) or the Caliphs where 
a 7 jrmjm! 'dkirffftii ] (non-Muslim ciriwn) tuny Iwve been made a member ;:■! the 
Parliament, or thr (.itsne-mur cic a province, i>r the ^adi, or the Director uf any 
Government dt-pirLincnt. or the Cumman Jer of thr Army or a hfsttiSttt 01 theCnv- 
cniuisfttr or may have been ever allowed to panietpate im the election « -he 
finlipht... 

Mawdudi lIl lends che Islamic stance on this iiiatccr as being humane and equi¬ 
table, saying Thar Islam lass been rhe most jtMt, the most Tnlerant and the most 
generous of all political systems in its tieatmimt of nat ional minorities that dis¬ 
agree with the prevailing ideology, 
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Wl- uijy now consider twu -ol the km hut ions of the Islamic state as Maw 
dudi presented them, rhe Head of Sr.iie and the I oil’* nrnre, for the further light 
rhat they Will Throw upon in mure pram nf a pirijMT Islnmic polity 

'] he Iffy official in an Islamic state ~s il■■ lira;] ijt leader, whu 1 , called Imam. 
Caliph, or Amir. HiS is the rn;i|i.:i respuinibiliy Inf ihc CiuiOuCI *.>1 ihc slate, and 
Ii r i-. thr :uol locus of power® since be acts as kfmUfah i >r represcuradre of God 
on earth on the one hand and a-s representative nf rhe Mudim people on the 
Other "1 lie ruler dfte^ not Wild h s position in hi*, own riy;hr or hr. .11 ■■■;• ■ I rh: 
claims nf his family iit tnhe to special status but rillher trustee lit the divine 
law and the eumnnniiy's affairs. In consequence, rherc ate limitations <m luv 
powers and his nciiows. He must tifsi of all act according to rhe dictates of the 
shariah; jsid to enjoy the physical strength fur rhe enormous burden he must 

bear. The Ida nr K' Mare would have ai-r. ;s.i ■ i cal ;.-.irne-. nor .1 political 11 .■ 

jirion, its pn]t(io wniijcL he calcn itilI chi meet the re 1 nerds ■ ;! th png^i it ion 
and tu keep il satisfied. Hdiee, there woi Id be iu; reason lor cleetioi at 1 ■. 1 ;r 
intervals or tor a change <>t administration, 

Eti accordance with the general principle, th.n gm eminent must he ni.m.ijied 
through mutual consultation, rhe ruler is to he selected, appointed, or elected 
tall three words are used! rh rough 1 consultative process M w-lnd ■■■>■,■■ rh.n 
[sl.am tfiirs nm lima rhe loop : 1 of irs pi ism bi line-. by im-mpting :<i ay slow 11 
exaefly how the choice <if tender will be ttpldc. [JilliTci:t hhtIiiilIs truly be 
appropriate to different times and ciicanutuiKS as is evidenced by the luck til 
uniformity En the ways of deciding the succession of rhe lint font caliphs after 
the death of the Prophet. What is important is thai tlie ruler chosen should have 
rhe full confidence of the nation, and tbit- will happen mi long as three principles 
are observed: ll the choice of rhe head of sr.ire .so I dei^nd on rhe general w I 
with nO OnC having the right m irpov. himsell "y hirer .is ruler, .' -i ■ rrl.in or 

class shall have a monopoly of calcnhip: and ill the select; u - : shall be made 
without coercion/*' 

As for qualifications of thr ruler, they have pt ncLpalb to do with Ii • moral 
and religious character. The object of the selection process m r'nc Islamic state 
is tu find fht best man for the task, and by "best ' is me.rni not only rhe prrs - i 
most knowledgeable id affairs ol state and must Capable of running dim 1 hiir 
also the person of most apngh: charactet' and greatest piety. If persnrui tU-m 
ricn to Islam be bask for administrators of the state at large, it is doubly so for 
the ruler who holds rhe reins That direct the enure soc al enterprise F : or this 
XLdson any person whn actively seeks an office ol i.uli rship, whither as m n 
Ot SS niLinly.T of the legislative Lum’Cunsult alive hodi. is auTornatimlly lI ■ 

qualified from bolding the post The dc»iie for public office representi u Jcjic:- 
of greed and self-aggrandiicmem in an individual that is incompat hie w th true 
jear of God or with rrnsrwnrrhilies', of character 1 ho, chniigh ih<- I damn; ■.rati 1 
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may lIiicsl' Hi elect its public officials, ihere Cnnnot hir pnhriral c-smpaigns or 
■hhii petitions for public favor; the personal chuTncrrriKhiw of portnrial officials 
3s well as the qualifications demanded id anyone holding office in an Islamic 
AtJte would have t* Lit made known linn nigh (bn agency (if an Idections (jorr.- 
m iSmuner or siitulUj officer, nOL Us U private an Jcrto ic I ng. In IcgiiI t-csmE. t^l-r C3R.- 
i.,nt« for I tilde rihip ifnf.t meet four Criteria: 1.1 hr a Muslim.; I) he malt; 3) bfi 
of adufcL age and sunt; and +!■ Ik,' a citizen of the I dame state. J h^EC four, how¬ 
ever, merely mark tint the formal legiiE hounds tn eligibility for the nilership of 
:he Islamic society; far more important is the qunliry of the ruler’s CO mm it meat 
to Islam and the depth of his know edge uf what rhy I da me system demands. 

Many of the cimsiderarions That govern the choice of a ruler also .apply in 
the est-iblishmenr of the legislative or consultative body which is .among the 
basic Institutions of the Islamic state- I hr purpose nf the body is to carry out 
the consultation about their affairs enjoined on Muslims. This body is chosen 
by some kind of reference to the general will, but the precise means is unspec¬ 
ified. 1, I:i the time of the hour Rightly Guided Caliphs the consultative body 
was 3i ot elected, and Mawduda attributes this fact co the circumstances of the 
time.” The important tiling about The selection process is that it should result 
in tlie choice of the best people by whatever means that result may be achieved. 
Like the ruler the members of I he Mujlis-L-Shuia, as this body is called, rnu-.L be 
trust worthy. good Muslims, male, adult, rte., and most not he active Sceier-. of 
the office. In Connection with a discussion uf the ■.dipt: u: legislation ioi the 
Id.imiL stale, hfnwdmh yriit',-, into the qualifications (if members of the' .''rt.j| :■■ i 
Shura somewhat more fully. What is Said there, pmtumahly, may be unduTStncid 
also to apply to the Head of State hut in a superlative degree- One who acts as 
representative of the Muslim nation in me legislature must, he says, ' first nf all 
have faith in rhe sthanab and nr. absolute determination to observe it. He must 
also have a gnod knowledge of rhf ^.'-abic bingungfl in order ro understand the 
Quran and to he able to derive the authentic Jvnna. Sound insight into the 
Quran and the Sunnnh, both m respect to derailed injunctions and the general 
principles of The siwvish is required- Also important is an acquaintance with the 
opinions and views of mwjtahidin I'expem in Islamic law! in previous genera¬ 
tions. This Islamic knowledge which is the foundation of all else must hr bal¬ 
anced on the ocher band by a solid understanding of the problems of our rime- 
Uut by far the most fundamental of all the qualifications for a legislator, how¬ 
ever, is a commendable character and a record of good conduct, for laws made 
by corrupt individual:, w'iil nor inspire confidence in people. Also of basic 
importance is the fact that members of the Mapis-i-Shura are not to be The 
hand-picked men of the ruler but ratlitt persons who enjoy the foil confidence 
of the masses. 
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The fundamental matter mciinnraioninn rh* l'-u.iH i-di mr ii r l:.| .i 1 eeli 1 -iC11 n 
or consultative! fairly in the Is-brnC state is the question ol wliy lherr slmiilil hi 
.1 ii s;i-.;.i111:ii ;lII. According to the Islamic idea ogy as Mawdudi hu detcribed 
si, jovsieifiiuy and rhe right of making Law belong ro Clod. The 1 . 1 * which He 
Ilis laid down is all-embT&cing wul?. complete guidance fur every phase < I 
human activity. ’'Jo man shjTKS in rhe divine |iti 1 reicivr of i-iimm-jind. uij no 
man -can, rhr refine, the nn^-.ri.itor III I;lw. liuuh a |jnsilnin would veen : i rnli 
nut faith riii: iit 1 lJ jud Liu- very possibiliiy of a I:l. s-luturu m the i irnial under 
standing of the term. Even the trusted represents^ ves of else Muvim people, 
elected [hough They may be. have no power to create law ■;r ro impose tlitir 
views on people beyond the IimiTV sanctioned bv The *>r.?n.if; \\ we shall see i 
what followed, in addition ro pn:w iding n me.nw Inr the niltjr in riiIiTI the diiT|r 
of consulting, rhe fimcOitn of rhe Itgisl.iEure is rtiilk ih it nl .nv lindiug. :mr - 
law-making. and evert that fuiKtiOrt i& confined v, iihm qirte ,rrw i liaiiiv. I'mp 
erly speaking. i ie word legislature should not he employed for rhe kind id body 
that Mawdudi had in mind, and his use of [he w rJ K ;mother instance -.r ;• 
general tendency, such as- we hate seen in connection wirh fan conception ol 
democracy, to use i broadly accepted modern ret n m a new and pccul ,ir w.iv 
rh.it sharply distorts its lislcsI meaning. I his way id pnKftdinf is mOtiv 
UpOlOWtiC ci inter ns; i: implies that nil tli£ positive aspects til represmt.imc g.w 
erncneiit and of escpMssaon id the general will are respected utd preserved in 
the Islamic state, even chough l iie must basic principle from which chest .h ijp 
arise, the idea of rhe sovereignty of rhe people, has been discarded. 

Mawdudi himself puts rhe problem in this w.iv: 

. . One is a pi to think these fundament.' farts | u\, Gixl'-- uiirttigiirt ind :hc 

necessity of obedience to the Prophetl leave ..mm fm hu'i r lrgrl,u ; »i hi i-i 

Islamic State, hcc ni'e herein nil legislative Funct.in God and the onl) fwu 

riun fc-hr far ktuslimi lire in rhrir nbgtervancr o-l die (.. I rii.ule I.im rhmied 
then through the igency «j che Prnphe:. The t.iec of die miner, however, is, rh.ir 
Islam does nut m tally exclude h .mini lep, n l.ir: on ii only limns iis -.l. ipr and guides 
ni on rijjhc lines. 

The legislation envisaged Lakes feiur forms, she lirit ol which is interpretation 
Although the legislate, re cannot in any way go against w hat Clod has bid down, 
a great deal that is presented in Quran and Sntina requ res to be understood 
more fully, and to this rhe members of The Mailis-i-bhura 'hemId turn their 
uUliiLiliil. In Mbiv-Judivfw rhe LCjnsulr.LtT.i' faxes i, er.|r.i|;eil in le|risl.Lnnj: 
wlicit it insCS-tigales sllIl iv.uci js the precise nature ol [he law .and its rvieril. 
the law’5 meaning and intent, [he conditions in which [he Lais -.sis intended tu 
He applied, che minor derails of laws stated too briefly for straightforward app - 
cation,and the applicability or non-appliitability of a law in exceptional citcum- 
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'tniitfli.' "i I rtf rui'-f function* depend ur.oii tli« prior existence of die law dial 
i* u: he studied und have more ido w iris wli.u rnosL people would consider The 
task of tIic count chan with legislation in the stria sense. 

The second form of '’legislation’" lips to do with situations where tilt shariah 
h:ci iinr laid down itic in unC-tii in:-; hut h.i% made provision lot analogous 
situations ni winch the sairic principle* Ore ici rtp-eration. In these cnrcu instances 
the task of the legislature would be to determine the causal connections that art 
operative in the original instance and to apply them to the new situation. What 
Maivdudi has in mind here is the application of rhu traditional Islamic jurispru¬ 
dent! ii I principle CjT cpy.tr which is Cute of font SOUrCe* of law rceognired by 
most Sunni Muslims following the opinion of the great jurist, al SkdiL 

A third form of "legislation 5 " takes the form of inference from general pain- 
cipks to derwe guidance for situations where The shariah has provided nothing 
spec the. Hurt rhe |t::j nf this legislature is bj penetrate into the spirit of fhr shar 
riT h and the intention of rhe Law-Givee and ro for initiate specific rules ™ accor¬ 
dance with these two. This kind of “legislation 11 as well as the preceding one 
plainly Till into the category of a law-finding process which is* indeed, rhe prin¬ 
cipal activity of the Islamic consultative burly. 

The fourth and final mode of ""legislation" MaiwduJi characteriM* somewhat 
astonishingly as the '"province of independent legislation." The ‘"independence'" 
of the legislature in this sphere derives from the race char “ . , there is yer 
another vast Tange of human affairs about which Shariah is totally silent. 
Where Clod has -.atJ nuth.rig, he has left it to rhe ihvurstjojt ind i.icgu; mi: ol 
men to make the laws which they see fit. The alleged "independence" of the 
legislature is more apparent than real, however, for Mawdudi immediately pro¬ 
ceeds to say rhat any ’'legislation" of this kind must accord with the spirit of 
Islam, follow it* general principles, and fit appropriately and naturally into the 
great scheme of the Islamic ideology.. All four of these modes of "'Legislation 1 ' 
represent instances of rhe well-established Islamic legal principle of jjrtfwrf in 
Mawdinli s view. 

The legislature or cunsu Irative hody isi the Islamic state in the filial analysis, 
therefore, comes down to a body of pious men with expert competence in rhe 
tools and rhe subfrer matter of Islamic law, who wiV work together so under 
itjind the ihanafj, ro spelli nut what ir h.is letT unclear i it ii rotated, and LOCKtrap- 
ulate from its principles rules to cover what it has not touched ar all. This group 
of men will be ar The disposal of The ruler for him ro consult, but in Mawdudls 
presentation of the matter 'ts opinions an;] judgment.-; arc not binding cither 
upon lIic ruler or the people of the Islamic state. Complete power remains wsth 
thr ruler who, so long as he ic rghr, may acr in disregard of legislative Opinions. 
Mawiindi plainly expected that people would art and ihink ill accord with the 
decisions or '"legislation" of the Majlis-i-Uhura once an ideal Islamicsocimy had 
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been eiiablishcd, Ini? his expo.: at ion was based more on confidence in eh i- df-iic 
of i n- Vludiui-. I': do the rii;h: thing than upon iiHiiiLicionul anangemeua built 
into rhr structure of the state. There i*. no amicipaLiuil of conflict or iif deep, 
genuine, .inti irreconcilable (lisaicreenienl aniL, thioelure, no provision of r HVi- 
TLVf machinery for resol ving cun FI ct. Vt'h.ir IS also sinking about the Jest nijrion 
of both die Maillis-i-Shura and the \ lead of litrOr lv rbc orrnr to whic h r.r.f Cvm 
see Mawdudi's own kind of cram ng, baclcgroundi interests, and wujs- reflected 
eliL-rt-: tie might have been describing himself in setting out the quatificai om 
for those who must hold the most mipsiri.nit portions of .lurhoriiy in the 

I', l.trniL' state. 

MawdudTs d'.coassi i m of the r:.jy.r ;n ion 'll ({ovrrnirtcilf iri [Kl: [jcnih.l ■ I the 
Prop her and "he Four Rightly (iuided Caliphs, which wjs his norm in n .[.r . r 
co everything said about rhe Islamic srarr .in.) ih <•■ mv.im.iti* n, .sl«» i .csn c .me 
Light on the way in which rhe ruler and lhe legislature ^n.iM work He ens il¬ 
aged a closeness and lack of friction between lhe ewi ihac is utopian, hut th s 
expectation is justified by then mutual Jem ■ ■« c. ■ the oar i -.h through tin- 
i mplementaxion oa the same ideology, .ho amir m ihe time ui die Four Rightly 

Guided H.V.oIi| j h■. always attended the sessions of ihc Parliament 4nrJ presided nver 
its sirring:,, He mult full parr in irv disOBwkws and personally •. .: ::'iI ill 

responsibility for his own decisions and thus.’ .:i his government. I here earned 
neither a party of the government nor an opposition party in ihc Par ament. 
The entire Parliament was the party cd the amir so long as lie did wli.u was 
light, and the emire Parliament became the opposition party when he detested 
from toe right. There was freedom to uprise him both ii:i rhe part of bis min 
ister-. ;ind llu members of the Parliament, hur uni r nr spirit of couper-iNni; 
reigned in all, There were no initont.es of resignation from the government in 
protest against the policies adopted 'The -amir w,i, answerable to the Parli.m t it 
and to rhe people for what he did. not simply in topect to state policy but tin 
in regard to his personal life.' 1 Sadly, however, this kind til povernment, oth 
ei wise an know n in the world, can ->. isi . 1-1 d lit iu r ish only ■ n the eundi i ■ in:p rr i 
vs Jed by an idenl Msmie* srscitry. Ir is betsuw sLk'h a society lias noi existed 
from the time of The Kightly Guided Caliphs tinril now that chi> rvpe uf gov¬ 
ernment has disappeared from the world. The purpose of i he hianiic mm client 
in our time is to restore the unity and liglucouMicvi of vul f .. -.yvnin mI govern 
silent, and in order chat this may :se possible four principles .it leavt ntuvl lit 
observed; Ijthrise who bear respcmsibility should f.icr rhe reptrsenintivm n- "l-r 
public and rhr public itself, being accountable for wh.it die* j.., ;i rhe party 
system should be reformed to abolish loyalty to patties; 3i the gmemment 
should n« operate wttli complex, rules; and 4" the penpk elected to uibce should 
have the proper qualifications" 
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I he twit instit hi ions of government that we have iIiscusm'iI here,, the Head 
of Sin if and rhe Majlis-i-Shura, ate the only institutions Maw-dudi considers m 
any detail in hit discussions of the Islamic scale, and che attention given even to 
tlieiri is minimal. Prom triimi m rime he 1 also mentions the judiciary' as a third 
fundamental institution, hut His remarks tin this ,,n :»■«:■.t are imited to a bitter 
attack OH the ' L Up > Ic^al profO-isoi:! as :l now exists ami the demand for its 
iict« abolition, some comments on rhe training of future Islamic jurists, and the 
RenKTuI seance that the judiciary in an Islamic stare must be independent of the 
executive. I he mnteri.nl available is nut suBliL’ionr to uimstrpct a clear picture of 
the indicia! organs of ait Islamic state. Certain ntlier inwiti: 111 n-. are .alio 
referred to in passing, for example, the Elayt a I-Mai ot State Treasury, but noth 
ing is said ahrmt their nature, powers, nr functions. There is no meric, therefore, 
in attempting tu pursue the di scussion uf institutions further. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Ax we have seen in Lhc foregoing section h-fawditdi gave hut hr.Ic attention— 
far too LittEc—to the mote practical and. mundane aspects of the Islamic state. 
His discussion is notably tacking in any serious thought devoted to the insti¬ 
tutional arrangements in rhe state that He hoped ro see ccraie into existence in 
Paki&tan. At almiiSL every pOmt his views rmSc mure i^iaeStiim-. ih.in they an&wer 
because ol the failure to consider the working out of pi ineiples in their cone ret l 
applications. Constitution making, to be sure, is concerned with the expression 
and preservation of certain broad principles, values nnd ideas, hut the tew of rk-tj 
value of any COnStihitimn i-, its capacity In iin,I the ways erf making these prill 
ciples actually effective in the life of society. It is never enough simply to stare 
principles in order to have them observed. Would it were true rhat just ice, equal¬ 
ity, peace, brotherhood., erc„ could be strained hy our mere espousal of them! 
Unlartuiiiitely, Human lire i:, num. complex than the iirdCritig uf a Set ui abslrJCI 
ideas, and one has takers only ike first halting step coward the achievement of 
the good in the social realm when lie decides upon rhe principles riiprshnll guide 
Hi-, .iCtionS. (V:ncipies must be exemplified and pur inrer action in a Host of sit - 
rations where the true as tires that best embody the principles are far from clear. 
In the case of rhe working of a polity the effectiveness of principles is to a I mgr 
degree dependent upon the machinery and rHe policies devised fur implement' 
ing, tliem. A poorly Llionghi uui ut self contradietoty way of pursuing a noble 
princip e will result in its neglect as surely as wall outright rejection of rhe prin¬ 
ciple^ it may, m fact, result in d is: Nunlenirutrif abuut the value and truth Of the 
principle. Mawdudi seemed nut to appreciate how much the life of society from 
(fay to day depends upon the specific sttucrtites it may evolve Hit governing 
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itself. His concern—.1 niI rhis, seems. tt> be true <if [sLiirik' reviwvlift movemems 
in fhe rwfnrierh century in genera. *.is always with abst/iict p< ImI:. .,1 r 
idigMlws «m$aderati£HH thai would I • i:11 the ideological bas-is lh an Jibiijut vim 
suiuiion. Muwdudi iiiistsdl admits the visionary and ideal natwt of much ui.n 
be had to say about clir Islamic st.iw, At vrver.il places he speaks t*r character 
iscics of the Islamic '■:ncr ib.it art- teal ruble only m the contest of an ideal 
Islamic society which clues not nuv, **ist. I bus. hr was nut v">. .1 k ri;s if ihi 
urgent and immediate problems of ?lie real—■and tat 310111 ideal Pakistan hut 
of .1 grand concept of a perfect society that h* though once to ' in- ivurt-d fur 
a slion rinie and Thar might,, only might, eswr again in future. 1 \ ■■ real on-rest 
and the siihjecr mw-hn-h he .ii-Tiially .nli.lnrc.srLL himself was moral philosophy ur 
perhaps in n scmirwhat njirnw sense of the lviiril, thmlugy. I <1 the extent ih.ir 
politics iLLsurdirii; -.u ilk ■..■I-.: saw i> 1 he jtI or 1 .tie pin*iMr. Mawdudi w u not 
Lai kin u. in the ttaln of politics at all hut on t he level of general idaae. 

Ur foixunarel y, when Vlawdudi's «m were criticized for iflwii iiuuksQuacy 
to solve she real day-co-day problems of building a stable and acceptable gn* 
eminent in Pahismir, he (ended tointerpret the Criticism as rejection of the prin¬ 
ciples he upheld arid. the reliire, -is equivalent til an irrel||;i .us or ••.. : I - .mn< 
stand. His replies in criticism Came in the lurai ni Jt-rcnsr u! rl:r iTiirli -.■! I-. an, 
a defense that he HjlI in'! need 10 niOiint with ftitrit id In-- oppi r il- w hi ■ 
considered themselves .Muslinis and even upholder-, of the Islamic sene as they 
saw it. Mawdudi and his modernist liberal opponents m particular were nper- 
at mg on two different levels of discourse, one in rerm^ of hind.11 eni.il religious 
oOm mitmenr and the other in terms of 1 series nf driwn-rri-e.inh prjn 1 I ■■■-; ■ 
At numerous ininti in his writ nij, ht.-iwdud -.[teaks id the ilcT.ii,- ■ :l vk h rhinos 
js the method Ilf eh nice Ilf the ruler Lse'i 11^ kit to the pen us -■ die Muslim* to 
WOtk OUl. The details, howeier, arc wh.IE count il one Wishes In Cimtrc ihiil the 
general pi iticiples alio 111 proper and fair electoral processes .tic actually carried 
our. In a serious constitutional discussion to dismiss the deta U nf gtn.ermiH-iit.nl 
institutions as-something of lesser importance or something Thar may he decided 
in siime way nr the other It some convemenr him re Time .uvii:iI.*ij; to is 1 in ier 
CHigmeifii may then exist is Simply ru remove mi pm- : from rhe real -a |ifk 
battle and 1C> accept defeat withiml striking an effective blow. 1 hi' real 
about the nature of a polity an- joined only when the specifics of institutions, 
h i.iw m«in y and what they si i-all be, their st ructu res, t he it powers, rhe mi ra n ons 
upon them, etc., come to he talked about- 

It is regrettable rh.i- Mliwdudi teemed im.ihle tn dise nr.tn.'Je cum kle tjic i>in :■! 
such 1a.1tI l:s tjCiiti what hr S:lw jS Inc iiCCtpc-iriie <nr rep-.tiCWl Oi an I: Joann 
position altogether. One must jemember, however, that he i:c*td Islan as a 
monolithic whole, a vast, integrated system of ideas, which, he insisted, must 
be taken in its entirety or not .v nl'l. If something w.is derived srom wh.ir he 
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thought to 1>C a geuuifitly Islamic position, ic had in be acvo-preJ, and There 
could be tlo po&isib-iljcy of di^icemeiii about it. I h-- undeTSTaTtding of Islam as 
■l monolithic ideology is the source nJ the rigidity and ?h* ruichcKricarianism in 
f-.i. l w■.Li j iJiLhutigliL dial made him sen notch fc.-.ml rind so modi disliked, by 
many people iai Pakistan. Hi> Ihoningit.nl y oriented mrnj, vne-nceupied as ir was 
with normal i ye truth, could not jLcmcinmJ.ite itself todisagTeenaem and diver¬ 
sity. Rejjretrahly perlia-a, the very essence; flti<| stuff nf politics is disagreement. 

Vtawdudi 's lack nf interest in the details of Pakistan’s Conatiturion a ad the 
limited L-copr of hiy contribution to discussions about ic can be better uivdcr- 
stood if his Theory of rV nature of social contrnl is also Taken into account. As 
we have mentioned briefly a bore, he considered that everything in the life of a 
society depends upon its leadership, tbsT .1 society will go- exactly where die 
ruler as the renter of power determines chat it should go. He seemed not lo 
recognize limitations of any bind on. a ruler's effectiveness in achieving what lie 
might want, nor did he acknowledge other forces in a society that might deflect 
it away from Lhe ruler's in [cations. Neither in his thinking about the Islamic 
constitution nor tn Lhe political campaigns he conducted to achieve power in 
Pakistan did he show retTignitkm of the variety oF physical, social, ecusiumiir, 
.arid cither chihci:Itiex rhat afflict the country as being m rhcinsL'Ivrs genuine; 
ohvtnclex tn overcome. For one wirh hi' point nf view rhe volt- marr-sr nf impor¬ 
tance wps the character of the person in charge. If rhe ruler is a good man, a 
pious, mors I Muslim,, with the intention of ordering society in the Islamic man¬ 
ner, the society must become what ir should be, In tutha social philosophy all 
problems can he reduced ro issues of the moral character of leaders hip, and all 
political d isc assions are nothin g bur cans dm r- on of the merits of persona lines. 
Institutional arrangements and ocher such things, in ocher words-, aie simply 
not important, for t hey are not The determinants in rhe social scene, There were 
no intractable social problems in Mawdudi’s understanding! where inequity, 
injustice, and suffering estst in a society, they are inevitably The result of the 
Jack of moral orientation in the leadership. Such problems cxist because -hr 
leadership cither wishes things lo be that way or because it does not care about 
the well-being of the people. Change had [cadetship for a good one, urrlslanik 
leaders f ot erae Muslim ona, and society will hecormc what ic should hr, The 
perspective is moralistic through and through with the realization of the Islamic 
ideal for society contingent upon the existence of a bod)' 01 tfUC Muslims who 
should (Junes political jwiwsr. i he Jsima.it-i-Kbrn: wjS CUoCCivCd precisely CO he 
such i hotly It was th« rstlifo 'lirghtuotis) fMiuuh Ip.irty or group! whose ideo¬ 
logical puriTy, unity, discipline 1 and personal devotion would act ;ls the leaven 
m the loaf of Pakistani sociecy- Mawdudi in short invested his efforts at the 
place where he thought the real key to (air id change lay — in the formation of 
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A Ifdskrbhip That would w ihl. Ilf n--.nr,:i n } ; no kl.imic ,,r,.U r In hi- le-jr ,1 ic 
Id-die Law Collegi; in E--ihiirr h-v :iHir in-vi.l 

I um sure Uifir f -i righteous gj-ou i n |,; At ,pouching ritiou 3 id WMeainanilup, 
'Vi-tldi-political fituver jirtiS, nakijig I .ill ii-w i>l il sdiri , nii.nii:-, it.ic I, ■ .1-1 ■ ■ ,1 ib, 
guveni ny-ar, m-ili-Ms; .ill rhr ^HiJiirif-s ,ir ire disposal I ■ ■■ rhr .i on of pci 

conceive,! plan of national regeneration, rI..■II-:-. 1 e I,,i ..rrj cut bi 

totally chting-eii within a period <i[ ten year-- ’’ 

Or aguin wlltn sp-tukm;; of the cnfurL-cnsuTbl: ni l-.l. lit.il L;iw in E'.Lkisr.in.. h: 

What V-'C fifed j* .1 ji-.i of people- L Ir.l- !r -.! i . — 11 .il. i i\ , ,‘ h ,, . u, ill i ihf vpi|| I 

of Ids™ -Sn,:j v. h If Ti is .le ref mi tied re ish I „ , .: :■ ■«. I-...1 ■•,.,■ '4 ., I| k, -u 

clyr If a building, his vo he conssruered, rhe object be ichic-red ir rh* 

architects who JtHxxi,-" rhi.- design ,,f [hr KiiUiii,: .-uni h.v.r 1 In- . > 

and poscesc rhe wfithtcpf .ire not available. Oil rl :■ nil Ii.lm-.I ,r ;l,ri . • 

.available- anything can he huilr—he ir a reni|. :- or .1 i n| 1: • 

A* Amir of ch-c Jantiiac-i-lslami-. M-wdudi «<*ul .»t The he.iJ nf precis K the kind 
of group of men. organised on .1 trillv hiamic twic. ih-ir 1 ‘.iL mn n, I,.-: • ,r irs 
nraliiarion of rh-e Kingdom of God 
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and Z; 1 fa 1 [shaC| Ansa n, jives. the bibl ojt.fapl>y --.H Mj»duJi ■■■ T-'-ritiii^^ n eh i-.-i J. pp 
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Marlcnzi MakT.ihnt) Jnmjiar-i-ls:|nnij, 4ih pr nrlup, |J:, p In ., iimin 'i-. 

5. LiiijJ ir.H-ji, pp. jn.. i.'l. 

-4. Ibid., p. 27. 

5. Ebid., p. 5. 

6. ‘]‘hrr speech was erEitled. 'The [nvi rarifin to Is kirn and hs, Dernands" and war por 
lifhi'd Ln the annual report ::1 [hi' Jam.iaTi-lsIami. 

7 . i.he um nils- entnJru J-'i..'f.'i Jt.r r.'i.-.rr.'i j ri.ii,ii tiljrni .j./hirii ., r FjldiJjn mttim 
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11. Some purls of the lu'ii.ial, hOwcser, look .“in active rule' Ln the disturbanCCi, «|ie 
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QaddafTs Islam 

J.l$A AMUI-llSW 


The regime inaugurated by a coup d'etat m Libya yn September 1, ]y69, is often 
considered one of the earliest manifestation* of Lhc puliliaal revv.i of Isl.im 
1 I:l new £ Civ cm mailt, ini by Colonel Muair.ii.ji ill ■Qaddali. quickly departed 
from ihe patli of its military eoiinrerparis elsewhere in rise Arab world in adding 
ro chcii national if r formula* of legitimacy frequent reference to Islamic j»re- 
cejifs. both symboliv and substantive; reforms in the early days of The Libyan 
revolution the banning of alcohol, ihe l losing of c. , hjrche,‘. and nightdiihs, the 
reinsticuiion of Quranic criminal penalties—led many observers to conclude 
chat this was indeed an Islamic government. 

Unci! the Iranian revolution a decade later and the development of sizeable 
fundninentalivt muvL r m«ritA elsewhere in die Middle Fast, Qaddati's rule was 
portrayed in the West {and in many r cling circles in the Muslim wiirldi 1 as a 
transitory atavism. Qaddafi himself was considered, eccentric at best, psychotic 
at worst, and his government an worthy of serious scholarly attention. 1 

Qaddafi was mn without admirers, however, for the dismay and dlSftppOint- 
ir'iCnE winch In.lnwrd the 19£>7 Arab Is ml.: war m Lne Mini in wn:ld !i..d 
prompted a search for new leaders and new parposcs. Qaddali r s proud 
announcement of his attachment to Islam distinguished him from other Arab 
political fijgisrev and seemed CO answer rhe search. Qaddafi's supporter,t—in 
Libya and more importantly mitside the cuuiitjy were hardly nloro di&Crlrati" 
mating in their assessment of bis government and goals, however, than were his 
detractors. Although his interpretation of Lslam became increasingly idiosyn- 
LriLt:c diiTinH the l9"flc, it was not until the revolution in Iran th.Lt hi: InsL his 
peiSitiOiii as the best known advocate of Islamic refonii In powet. In the mean¬ 
time he had profited from the indulgence of many Muslims who had nowhere 
«lsr to cum for an apparent example of p<>l jejic-a| success during the l97(k.' 

The failure seriously to assess' Qaddafi'-. claims to a pulil.iL.aL role as a Muslim 
leader said more about the context in which he operated than, it did about the 
claims themselves. Nonrthr css, widespread ignorance of Ki* positions: whether 
baaed lmi disdain or wishful thinking., permitted tun to potitaiy hiuiscl: as an 
important figure In Muslim icfoimist eirclcs—and to subsidize religiously based 
political opposition in s miniber nf Muslim countrie-s—without e-icuiiniLting 
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significant diw^r^riiciil. By [lie early ]^SUs, however. religious iifi|>iiMli 'll 
wirhin Libya eoineided with [he heightened consciousness "I Is antic ir-■ -1- 
merits iai both the Muslim and Western wutMn rri subg'cr Qaddari's Islam to 
eloscr scrutiny. 

Qaddilh'--; vj*iv of Islam, .ike much else in has pialitir i .Ivhisnphv, relierred 
ihe specific hi.scnrieal r-iremnst.meus ill wind: hii w'urldvitw ~;<i!k di.i ... I wen 
(■ieth^cenniry !. itjy.ici history provides a Lackdii-p Ii essential is bis uwn bioj: 
r;i]ihy !Or ;Hi undci stand IDg Crf Qadcafi s philosophical i iit (Hik. E itwas cxpri 
ciiLt ol European rule in die Twentieth century served co reinforce raihet than 
weaken the Islamic inclination to refer r<> rr kuhis Ic^giiini.irnm of polirie.il 
power. At rhe samp time, however, eu:n|xntion bet-wren isrr hi ic! .e and reform - 
1ST religious cstahlLshinTrnts within the country undermined ih< . ri .:hilrv .t 

ctjnvenricmal rtUftaous interp relation and traditional relitlenu nrejiniaitkin. 

Qiddili's irtWf pTftaiion lvJ [slam fciltCTeJ berth a desnr lor wh.a rn iclil hr 
called Kftrarpolitical or spiritual legitimation and simultaneously a profound 
dimusr of independent religious organization. Mis dismiss *,is «. defy shared 
by many-contemporary political leaders in The Musi in wur d. including I ■■■ 
Nasser, and like Them Qaddafn tried to con mi I the pn oral naivuie- nf tin: r-t-li- 
giciiis anrhnri ri ns. In his rtliptes activism hr di-vringu ished hiirivfli tnir.i his 
cnunpeiparts elsewhere in tiic Islarmt world, hovvt-vrr, hy his ,.ii’inn.iI p*r 
sOnal intervention, SI hrst :riedta1inyj among various rvlignius Intel pi eiJtionS 
anti cvc:iiually dictating the path Libyans were to follow. 

As lie matured from his late twenties into lib early forties a: die helm I die 
Libyan s-raie. Qaddati's perspecti ve changed.! Islamic precepts became sin re a sci 
of political symbols and less a systematic guide ro political action Mi-, 
.*1 though he never abandoned bn chosen role ns a proponent Ilf Islamic tor- 
in nlafi fi it pi ibtic.nl legitimacy., the subst.nner of his rphRMin became increasingly 
unorthodox. In -prftrl.il riving the need to purge Islam t:l histOnealb- ni.iec.ir.iic 
accretions, ol spec ml i/.cJ classes of joists, ol t raditmii and die i r ,1 ■.! i -; i ■:■ 1 1 - In ■ u a t d _ 
he was undermining the political power of the competing religious establish 
menrs in Libya, Aa lie did so, however, his personal interpretation increas ugly 
sue him .ipnrr from rhe mainstream of rslamic rhnughc and at rods wuh horh 
the religions establishment ami the fun-danmTabsr reformers in nr w tier Mu , 
lim world. 


QADDAH’S LIBYAN ftOOlS 

Unlike must philosopher-, nf Islamic government. Q.ldcLirj w is nnr Trained in 
Islamic theology Or jurisprudence- His appreruirkm of Kl.im jn-3 Is amit jmlitics 
did reflect, however, the particular eireiiinssarices of life in his home country, 
Libya. 
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1 he government which wax deposed in rht- military CCKljj of was- a mon¬ 
archy.' Kitljj, Idris had ruled since Libya became iiuleTieriderir in 1451. ivn-jn jj 
was among the poorest countries in the world. The population ol approximately 
tme million had a per capita income of abom fifty dollar* a year and literacy 
wjiS ,_h-:i:I 20 percent adulr men. Hhe crumrry wns s for 3.11 intcnr'i and 

pslLpuSCS, a ward Ol I he United SLai.CS mid Arilain, which subaidiiced the riper- 
ating budget of rhe monarchy. 

Despite appearances to the contrary, however, Libya was not a sleepy d«eri 
backwater. Its career during the first h ill' ill the twennefh cenmry had been 
marked by almost const ant upheaval. and Llit aecuirmlated midue of its suc¬ 
cessive Turns of fortune continued to shape t he political and ichgiuus life of the 
country in The 

Libya Had hi-fri an ii.di.ni oniony, and a inovi unwilling line- Although The 
Italians first claimed sovereignty in 1911 ihcy were forced, in one »f the -mow 
brutal colonial wars of the twentieth century, to capture control of the North 
African Territory kilometer by kilometer, facing tierce resistance well into rhe 
I9j0s, Among rhe organiMcntiony which coordinated the- resistance to rhe Ijabnr.y 
was .1 Tell flit mi brutheTlioOd, tilt SanUfiiyy.jti. I he founder of the ffan uSiyyah was 
born in Algeria in 17&0 to a family whose ancestry is traced lg lIi e Prophet's 
daughter. He had settled in Cyrcnaka*or eastern Libya, in Ltl43» and established 
the brotherhood s first zzwiyab dodge; pi. zawya) rhere. 'Ay the Infills, when 
the fraternity reached its hiaghl. it had gained adherents throughout the Linds 
of Cyrttnaica, the Eazzan in southwestern Libya, Chad, and western Egypt. It 
was an austere reformist movement, not unlike the Wahhabi brotherhood in 
The Arabian Peninsula, by which it was influenced and with which it retained 
Ci intact-’ 

During World Vi'aT I. the then newly designated head of the Older, Edris, 
com acred British authorities in Egypt, and they gave him moral if not material 
support in the strugg e against rhe Italians, lie eventually fled into exile in 
Cairo, where he remained instil rhe end nf World War 11. while his followers 
coitLinucd the resistance in Libya. 

by the time lial.au control of their Nonh African colony was finally unt-nn- 
tested, rht- Libyan population had been halved by famine, war casualties, and 
emigration. Almost rhe rrr:r:: educated elite and much of the middle class had 
been lost and agriculture and domestic trade completely disrupted. Ncmtrttides*;, 
during hjx visit to the colony in 193? the Italian fascist ruler Aenico Mussolini 
claimed tu fc>e the ' p-nrvvror nf falam.’’To ctiuiillt the popularity and break the 
resistance of rhe Sanuslyyah whose lands were confiscated for Italian sei He¬ 
in rnr—rhe iTfllian administration encouraged non-Sanuxi fxlamu education. 
According to one analyst, “under rhe Italian urjciipauoji, contrary co what 
might have been espectcd the religious element preserved Im srarus and kit 
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vtrOit|>c-r limn evtl before since ■( foir-nruml th«* only .lutononmus Mini rn 
authority wiihin ihc government "'In |¥*5 a SmurriHir Institute of Islamic Stud¬ 
ies was established, and a number or its smdentfwen Infer t<; bold poliricaf and 
rel i^isnis positions under rhe monarchy; iIibdh qr> ocher education was availa¬ 
ble tu the Libyans, who had seven utuvenity gr.nJ ui.tt-?'- ar independence 

Itnliicn rule proved short-lived; lIil- North African campaigns of World vV ai 
fj left Libya in Rritiiih and French hai ds alter ,i scries ul -'Ml; and drttruCI ■ r 
battle?- During r!hu war. the British promised Idiiv. -:ill in I, iifO, that i.yn ri i CJ 
would not be returned ro 1t:i Iv.i n uiulrin it he W OLlId provide ir <•.% Iranian eg 
hi? follower? Tn fight -I I-: i , |- , .i Hi - the Allies. After I he v.ir. r hpromise proved 
decisive in the debate^ csvrr l.ihyn'v. r!Ill'Ll tl* . llie nrwli ev:.ihli9.hed United 
Nations was unable 10 agree nr .I tniriNe rIi.mil.irory jiiiwtt .mil «> ! r .is 
gran red independence m IV51 under Fdn\.w king. 

The monarchy 1 ? administrarion was very s imple, reflecting the poverty of [fie 
country a ml iis lack of educated bureaucrats Merit genuine political .ndadru 1 
LitrJtivu power was dtlcgalrd In locally pmiliilierl' f.ln die- uivriIn"'- 11 ihc 
Kin^'' immediate Circle, an eLononiii.il .11 id rJlKiem ! nol ... w • Lquit 1 •'!<• 
a rrjngement. For rhs* eightem vrarc duran, 1 vv Ivi I'. I hya w ,v. ruled hi tlic S.muv 
King, official symbolism was largely Iini ittlI tn rrligi iu? iLvrdK.ifilm s ihi 
monarchy, to which were added in rhe late IWak i few concession', ris- Ar,ib 

national ism, Political power w,i> similarly I ini red to the Kin;-'- 1 - ..-.ge, A-n 

occasional concessions to ambitious sycophants and cooperative rechnocesa 
Thu re was, as. olio observer pal il. '.in ini> l.ihl r Uviuciation between rn 
prumilium:? and religious leadership. * 

tn rbf ciinsolidsition of S.irilasi control of rhe state, rlw jxuitioA «it 'hr non 
S-.innsi religious stab ishryienf which bad heen Listered under rhe • • 1 *i v. m 
undermined, llieir independence was eroded by rhe integration of The jb,jn.jJs. 
or Islamic Jaw, courts into a national judicial system and by the incorpombn 
of significant religious positions, like that of The Grand \1ufii, inc«j> ihe govern- 
inenT bureaucracy. The uEaitia became salaried employees of the staLc, whili the 
CrmtiLhl of thu Sannsi institutions, including the rubuilc -..-N'jyj. tl 1 inclined iil the 
hand? of the- private royal household- 

As if the upheavals of the previous haJf-cemury had not been enough, oil n,i, 
struck in the laic l?50s. Within a decade, pci capita income iosc to niore than 
1300 dull uts a year, and despite efforts to Tcv.unp sriiL si ring! hen I he -uimitvis 
teat ion, the hu waucTacy proved rOn fragile -11 withstand rhe -jnevsu res <4 -he new 
wraith. Er w.is virtually impossible to separate the public administrarion from 
the private patrimonies which had been perniitT-ed in The poverty-ridden ISL^Os 
Development planning and even everyday administration faltered in tlie lace oi 
system-wide corruption. 
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The rm'Hiitcby, tLesignird .is r hod hrcn Fr>r a small> j^itoXi. and ill-cduc arid 
pup-ill Jtt. “-as L'C|. i;'i ly poorly equipped In ac com mix La if yhf new demands of 
politically conscious students a; a new and economically sjvyy middle djsj- 
Pnlirica] parties; hid Kern banned at independence and policies- had taken Lhe 

I LIJ-ZII ot coisflicl Over |j.i:rc>n.igL wit hin the ICin^'n circle- Kv the law IwVb, 

at bassets Arab national cm i w.is :x-a i:icd !■•-•« Lhe i.iJm will cv from t.airo, rhe- 
monarchy appeared to many observers to be an anachronism on Its way out. 

The military rir.ip which hrriught Q.:.id:ifi hi pnwer in SeytCFllher 1363 to 
therefore greeted with rnOte relief l;iin surprise. L he mOti UTithy h id faced oppo¬ 
sition from nearly all see tors of society,, from the non-Sa:iusi ulania to the 
youth full A rob nationalists and the new middle classes, Many plots had been 
afoot and the only question nn the murruw of the eoup was The identity of the 
sucecssf.il plotters. The King, who was out of the counity, abdicated, the militia 
thought to he his loyal guard stayed in its barracks* and rhe country waited to 
hear from its new rulers, 

I he irphesivnls of thr twentieth century 112 l.iExya hud been aeciunpamed 
thruughuiiL by efforts at religious Legitimation oi political power. The stiuggk 
against The Italians had been characterized by the Sanusiyyah and rheir -allies as 
9. jihads the Italians in cjm attempted to create a religious establishment to act 
as a coupe rativic! crKiuterweigiit to the brotherhood. The close association 
between Idris and (he British, and between the orthodox ulama mid the Italians, 
weakened the nationalist credentials of organized religion, but religious observ¬ 
ance remained a powerful indication of political legitimacy- 


QADDAF1; HIS PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE 

Despite his early attention to Isiuiii, Qidd.ili. u£ (he new ruler ul Libya, made 
no claim to a special religious charisma to- justify his government's accession to 
power, Although the m ilitary rulers made a marked effort to disassociate them- 
sflvra fmm what thry viewed ns rhe men ml corruption Crf tilt Sinuli htti liiC, IT 
was indicative of the new view of politics ilicy brought to government in Libya 
that Qaddafrs own tribal background was consistently described in .«>cin-e<;ii- 
nomic rather chan religious terms. The (Jvada-iJfa tribe III which he was a, mem¬ 
ber wus j Ttturcibit {'"uiurubuut,'' ut saintly) tribe of some political consequence 
in the nineteenth century; they are said to be descendants of the Prophet, and 
L3-sdds.fi himself mired chat "rhe tribal people felt very proud of this."" Unlike 
the regime of the similarly descended Sanusi family, however, the rule of the 
Revolutionary Command Council was nor claimed to be justified by its leader's 
sainrly .1 nr-terry I "he military officers were, a* Q;uid;di emphasiicd, mill of the 
people: 
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... the HsitK^rs. have che conxcience ns rr-fiSH.niw rhe- peojil-r-'i claim'- hr-rn-i rh*n 
orhs-rs. Thn ilepeniis cn our origin which is characterur J ry humhle-nv -,. 'Ae .i« 
nut neb people; the parrr.ls ■ >1 chr Tiujunr>-- of m art i- nag in hue .VI y jhh in-, art 
iti.ll living in a Cecil. neat Si rtf, I hf an ki fits *vt art ^rtnuitcl)r i|- J 

rhe Libyan people - 


Whether his humble origin did in fact provide him with special insight into the 

aspiration* of rnrisr I ihj-nns, QaddLifi nglirly itLmrihi'J l'.iirv:if it r i.-'I:- 1 , 'i■ •;. 
ir:inv nf the characteristics <vf the average mnis in r.hr struct. 

Claiming to be about iwcnty-scven ai the time ol the cui:p in L^-b9 Ik- may 
have been several years older—Qadd.iti allied himself vyiih the ms; n.i -iri ;■ in 
a country where the aver ag e aj*r was about fifteen., and lie represented sharp 
n mini-a to the Big'hty-yr.ar-olil King. ITe catnt from a reguri hr rue i r|-i ir.i(:i 
provinces- Li J TripuliLiLiiiiL and CyrSnaica, Siite, often identified with rhe 
ittglected southern baiian. Without a satmag rep Hum I .ilhli. .1 mi and wit I- r- 
Arabic accent typical of the frontier between the m.i|- i regions, In'. .ll-borTcnue 
of regionalism and his dedication to nationalism and unity—] ibyan and Arab 
was borne out in his very demeanor, A fervent admirer of Egyptian PiiMdcn: 
G-ainiil Abdel NfescTand his versimi of Arab socialism. Qaddsfi proclaimed irer- 
dun. sudalmn. and unity fhi goals uf the revolur cm. 

{^addaim adm.Lr.ir ion for Kaiser h.id hecn lung siaiading. A: rhe igc li' ren. 
and ir tisaid at great sacri lice to his family, he had hec:i vent ton Qiai i ik school 
in Sirte where he received his only formal religious trai-img h>u ear-, l-Hei 
he entered the preparatory sc h ool at \i Hu. the pros i ncial ca :■ i: a <if the E a 1 1 a n. 
and hegnn to listen to Nnsser s radio broidc.isr-.. lie warm hes.Mii c known :■■■ a 
puIttaLi]] iriihl.aril and l7ir.iblem.ikcT. Aim .in .ilrcrc.imiri wrh a si ion -H ihe Vivf 
j|-Njsic clan, long [lie dominant laimly ui thi I nv.i:- .in:. n .illy of nr .Sjniisj 
monarchy, be was expelled from school and Ins family forced to leave Im/aj-i. 

Although he continued hit secondary schooling in Misraia, a cnaital town 
ensi of the capital Iripoli, CJaddafi had already decided that political change 
WO*tlcJ nol come rkrmigh rhi■ civilian arena. As one ubservcf has MU'Cmch I- 1 1 
it: 


lii 1S>6J die tiirs-i general meeting of (rainli\ rruvemem bringing Higi-rk: r ti.<llowers 
ffQlft Sablia., Mural a -iiid I ripob dvt: Jed rh i G.iJnli .ind mci ■.■rKtr 1 . ivijuld c-ir> 
at The Military Academy in heugliwti epee ideally ;o form s nudeuv oi hrei Li ion 
ut {)Aoert w-liasr lonj;-tcrii' pur pun;- was to make a coup yi.w bit- hi gain i u ■ n'- 
heient support fur ir within -he army." 

Qacdal: grnJi:sited from rhr- Mi ir.iry Ar.nl-smy n I'Jf'i^ and was siu r ro Ftnr.i n 
tor 5. six-month signals course. Hi.i Only Cxperienct; nr lie emrside l.iby.i sc,iv 
apperenrly not a happy one;his early reputation ior a nntably pious- and aostcic 
Sife silvJl was, however, strengthened. 
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Upon his return to Libya lie-amended c-outvcs ai the university lit Benghazi. 
It ivas announced soon after the coup chat he had j bachelor \ degne in IvR-rnry, 
although ir appears in fact that he did not com piece the graduation lOquire 
munis. He spirit most of his fret 1 time guiher mg support 1 fnr an evemual Take¬ 
over of power. As he would Later describe this period: 

We tm.il oitrielvts most OVCr the meetings.... I he ruasiin tor our exhnusritm was, 
iliai they were held outside the cities; and on holidays.. We nsvelJeiL hm: .1-i,l> 
id tnilet neeompanied by s*.ee|4iMS3ieM and heat or cold* accordant to the Sea 
sun.... E iciwevirr, by praising <jcid and with his help we weep successTiil 1 

By January 1?69 the Free Officers hail decided that the linir was Tipu ftrr nchiin. 
After several postponements through the spring and summer, the announce¬ 
ment that a group -of young officers was to he posted to England for training 
ctmrsLs On September 2 provoked the final plan. 1 he Free Officers moved on 
September 1. 


ISLAM IIS THE REVOLUTION: 1969-19?A 

The revolution very early reflected Qadjafi's view that religious affairs were 
properly within Lhe purview id government. 1,1 Thu early decrees of the Revo 
luiionary Command Council on religion abolished the special privileges of the 
SanusiyyaJi and restored to the non-Sanusi ulama the position of prominence 
rht Sanutiyyah hjJ b. gun ru In-se under rhe monarchy. Within a nninrh cidF the 
September 1 euu.p. maintenance of lIll King’s palaces was suspeudeJ and the use 
of Arabic and the Muslim calendar made mandatory in all public commujiica- 
ikms. Long before even The membership of The Revolutionary Command Coun¬ 
cil was announced in January l/WQ, a Cirnuil Mufti had been appointed, rhe 
Sanusi zauxtytt taken under government supervision. unci projects .for building 
new ones suspended. Soon alcohol consumption, forbidden by Islam but per- 
mirred under the monarchy, was banned, -and chvinches and cathedrals, night- 
eluhs and eafis, were cluserL by October 1972, a number Cil criminal laws had 
been promulgaTcd, requiring Quranic punishments (hadud) —the amputation of 
the hand for a theft,. for example—qualified by the reqni?rment that modern 
surgical techniques he utrd. 

Although Libyans uppiehcudcd with alcohol were routinely jailed, there was 
no evidence that the harsher Islamic criminal penalties were ever applied. I he 
imv Ijivv were. however, uf major synihnliL significance in demcMastrating LliC 
commitment of the new government to its self-ordained roLe as pjoceetot of 
rhe public morality, and they gave increased responsibility and visibility ro the 
ulama, whiive support vvps particularly valuable in juvli lying the dismantling uf 

the Sanusi establishment of the old regime. 
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Ill taking on .xtivisr stance, rhI' Tfvohitmn.ir, regime nor nnly hul :-.,r The 
early support III Lhe lion Sanus: rL‘11 h i ::■!i.h m ltiI and LHuirimancJ the 
ptedhrvrt of Sanusiyyah, it deJiiied [he boundaries ol acceptable religion* 
activity as well. Like many of hit tetulafiw cotjnterpani, Q.idd.ili disgusted 
Independetir religious ocgimiTiitiyn. In d scussing the Mu* m llrcirbrihoud “ 
IkhufftH gl-Muflimiitj, .1 reformist group .ilti \ n pi,i r u . In I i;vpr in.: rki'- 
whrTe a in tv the 19.3Ilk. In : jLiiLiii'.d n h.ir he v it wed .in :ht danger in r-, I <•.;!■ : ii-. 
politics. He Ci.NnilLLJLIuij I hat: 

riit jMwran srl-mriitjmm ne thr Aral- CiHintrits work again : Arab L ni:i, .igim--: 
Socialism. anil ajjairail Arab NauOflutisin. because tSicj U'ln-iiirr all thrtr to It 
incottsiarciw wiib religion, Colorualisfr allies and naoejates with them bn mm 

COtoiiislivifT is against Arab I miry, aitdo'C Amb M i■ ■■ n-,.-il M in. .. V:, .il 

isni. So r|ee i&JbjtvH ii'rnuihtMi.>i mfivriii-J-m ctmpeniced with enl,. ti oilr-m v, irhini! 
heinfr aware nr this, or perhaps cnlon alisju h.i,l rn . hrsiwt (iin,- gmii , nr .inorhi r. 
and Th at It c hose then. 1 ' 

Nationalism and me ialis:n were clearly hixh among die priorities ol the 
Qaddafi government, and although M.ini w.t, n ■ be given ,i imtcli wore prun 
ncm role rhum n had in Nasser’s Egypt, fhis was because of the potentially divi¬ 
sive and mischievous role indmcndtlU religious groups mighr have in I ihy.i. 
The history nf nimpnting Trillions Establishment!, both ol which hail been 
Le iiowri Lo OMirpfraiC with European powers the S.iriunyy.lii wil i the British, 
ilit uriliudox ulmij with lie kalians—required, n Q.itidal s view, p :i i.il.i- 
vigilance by The government. 

Qadd.ifi warned the religion'! leaders in rhe early l^Ti.ls rh.u rhy, in. ■ |J no 
longer he the hn,d .irhirers on qitcsnrnis id re gm-i. I hpi h ■■'.!- ■■ I d spurc ■. ike 
rhnve* between the Srmusiyy.tli and the orfhoelr'sx .d.-.m.i, which might havrpolu 
Leal Linplieatirms, would nut tic tolerated. 

We iu> more Eulluw the oil! TraJiiiun ol lhe rovnl regime which says: this fua r>> 
he in accordance with This seen <u that ism. Mtc Ju mat wanl sti hr rhe fodlcnvcrs 
of ant particular theory, or limit uurSehcs to One religion, ititrrprcra: nr 'A i 
MHi;t hoi iCiLnH our’ll If, u> unr iiidipiiiJrnt |iJ^nir-|- in .i lie-il oi i hroli ipiL.il 
■question. 1 ' 

il would he. as it turned out, the secular leadership, i:i the person of Q.idu.iri 
himself, iliac decided which religious interprets lions Libyans wets m loll w 

THE (JKEEIN HOOK: THE RliVOl.CmON El A BOR. ATI'D 

fiy 197.5, rhf fimr volume of Qaddah's Gn-f! JiooJL in which i-, custlined Ins 
Third [nternatirmal I'hrory, was -rhlhhed "Shis roliunc, r rlfc ‘The Solution 
[O rhe Problem Ol DemOcTaCy,' was hiv in’a-ise (Jn polities. Signifscanrlv, rher<' 
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was il.ii meiitiun of Islam, or ;ndeed Ilf Tplignin, except oblique references to The 
pLrtOnli-l] JJvtii vl'isusk oS sectarian orguti iv.anon .inr| tyi "the negative ill ill 
destlUClivt effects on society erf the Lrihal and sectarian Struggles- 1 " 1 * Qaddafi 
explained the lack of attention to Islam by »a|>i^c^iLri^: 

. the Third IhttrflStioiial Theory it t*5tdOH religion and ridtidnaliMn- any wli- 
jjitin and any iwricmalispn. d» roe present Islam as a religion in the Third 

Theory. Few if we do so, we will he e sfiiidiii?; from the Third TlitOty all list' nuir 
Muslimi, something which we evhLmtly do not want. Pti the TJttiii Theory, it# 
present the appiScjtiims af Ishiut from itrtmh til mantmi may herirf\i. " 

Volume H of die Green fioofc, which followed several years larei. was 
devoted to the "Solution of the lie-anomie Problem: Socialism,' 1 and once again 
Islam dild Tiur figure in tbe discussion. The.third volume, issued in the middle 

til IW^, mrlirrJ vhe 'SnCi.n ftimi'- of th.“ I K: r.: I'nlTTruanimnl [ ’heyry.’ Ilerp 
Qacidah ubserved thill “every nation Lfhi.ni Id have a religion.' hut hr id ltitiI ll'll 
iIti" '‘nation jI CaeLOi" an the “driving force of human history." In fuel, he argued 
that a start established on any other basis, even that of a common religion, is a 
“temporary structure which will l>e destroyed ." 17 

By the middle of the decade, the military government had consolidated its 
position as The successor to the Santis;yyah and had appa rently been successful 
m outbidding other rbvrr.ints to it lig-nus legitimacy by winning rhe coopera¬ 
tion of rhe orrhodme religion.; esi:u ish merit. Although the Islamic pTuhih'ilions 
against iilcuhu] Lonsumpl ion iLirumed in fur Lie. and the nighlLluhs and cafes 
it ay el closed, the regime had turned Ils attention elsewhere. Puhlic pronounce¬ 
ments. about religion dropped oft perceptibly as the implementation of the polit¬ 
ical and economic dictates of rhe Third litTernariona] Theory began in earnest. 
The value of maintaining the atmosphere of austerity and sacrifice which ?he 
Islamic laws imposed was considerable! a socialist rew>li:tu 11 to benefit the toil 
mg innxwn in n country where rhe per Capita income of tight thiuSiiiul dollars- 
j vl.jt wji, the product iti very little individual toil meant then a spirit of revo¬ 
lutionary discipline and sactilfce would have to be instilled through non-social¬ 
ist ideology. 


POPULAR AUTHORITY ANl> '['Ht; ECLIPSE OF THE ULAMA 

Qaddafi formally resigned from his official goveinment positions 10 become 
Philosopher nf the Revolution with the declaration of Popular Authority in 
March 1977. The people were now to rule themselves—hence cheTe was no need 
fora government— through the mechanisms outlined in rhe iJrstri floerfi. This 
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change was symbol Lied in the change of the natne of the ccwnrrry in rhs Sotrialai 
People's libyan Arab Jamafiiriy yah, or “stair of [he masses.' 

Imrilf mnniatiiin ol the revolutionary insrimiLciM outlined Iri (he (iffSM Book 
did hot |fii as smoothly as its author seerui ii"i have expected. The failure of the 
people to flpprer Kite fully the revolutionary system of popular COmmittcEl and 
Congreves [hrcuig.h which they were mi tliIi thrinsdcr > and gtiirLt she cl ©runny 
appeal's to have been a source of f-iistr:ni<»n to tlir Lihy.in IimiIl- rsh ip. A mi m e. 
die groups char fell out of favor at a ecm*ot|i*nc* was the rtligwja* estabJish- 
i mlol, which was held to account for some nf rht- j mr.nl ir iA.nr-.-'. lytgn-u n the 
revolution. Qaddali soon began addressing epiesta ns-of religion ag.iiii. 

F.nrly indications chat Q.iddaii was going to ralte on the religious authorities 
ramt in an article published in tlie ofltrial daily JlCWSplpcr, al-Fsfr .1! fadili, in 
Orriirv* I'JI he* .-.-r.i le. -.i.'in .. f y iris- Ih" .-.I l.iyv h arid (aid j© have been 
inspired if noc written by Qaddoh h rnsi'll, iy.i-, nr id ' \o rn.:lr no -nar.ihuv 
no siiayklis, n In ir the author argued ih n representation of r*ie people h- reli¬ 
gious functionaries is inadmissible and that the powera of the mufti are 1110 ■ -rn 
patible with popular :im Ihesrits. In li t ensuing piiStnit ll-u -I I ayyib rmnuJrd 
his re.iili rs of a imvfdfl ill tilt 11 Id regime w ho h.id failed lu declare .1 jo hid against 
the Italians anil had npTril fnr Italian cir./t iv-hif. in the pjzlik. Mr hinigh :hi 
wetter claimed to be crmcirinig the pnvmcin., .md nor r, noiiMhcnr. sl .nfh 
Tahir al-Zawi h who had been .lppomrcJ by Qaddali. nonetheless resigned 
Grand Mufti in the aftermath of the debate 

Tilt discussion continued, however, .is Q.iddaji hiitisell took up he usuir 11 
public at an internal inri.il cull iipoi 1:111 1111 Volume II nr the (irtvti HttiA held in 
Benghazi in -rlj- April IV?!". Al ih.it nM-fliii;,: a number 1 1 . I im.L oh|i, r<.'. : 1 
rhr ft-iinrtrmc wn.ilmn of the i hird lriTern.ition.il ! hfori. vk .h,: mr r:- ..is * 

lararion their "land is not private property’’contradkfed Islamic rrodn. 

threatened waijf (the endowment of prie.irc pro perry »o the benelii of religious 
purposes), notably the upkeep of mo spues and their personnel, including mann 
Qaddafi$ response, (hat his iinterpretation oi social .Kid ecoriomu. fusilcc win 
■inn-1stcut with Islam because- land helongv to fn'iil and men ran urly exploit r, 

rr.moi red few religious leaders . 14 

Within barely a month the fears of the religious establishment proved to lx 
well founded, as. popular committees were instructed to “seize the iniisques'' to 

fid Liteni of "'payjariist LLitdeneits' and ol imams jCeused ol ‘propagaTing heret¬ 
ical tale? Elaborated over centuries yf decadence and which Jisriiry [h? IslarPK 

religion.'’ These ulama were said nor "to have Tememhened Islam until after the 
socialist measures limiting landed property In fact, the law uf May 6 . ITS. 
which brought the real estate regime in Libya into harmony wish the proviskmi 
of Volume II oi the Green Sooe forbidding private property h.uI severe ly lander- 
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mined [he position of the ulama* depriving Them, and [heir coikliluchu, of pri¬ 
vate 1 land ownership and going far toward rh« jibolition of twaqf . 11 

Esi July ! 5 f 7 S ci[-Fti)T al-Jerdid puhlisEiCil the prou,. nknjys of n discussion Qs.d- 
(Safi held wiLh ubtni froth throughout the Fvl iCdlir'n world. Herr his rejection of 
orthodox Fslaihii: formulation; became more espl-cit. He acknowledged rhy 
authority of the Quran as providing binding precepts for Muslims; it is the 
Word of God and he agreed thar the test is authentic, The iunna—the Prophet's 
practice as recorded in the hatiith itraditions about hi; words and deeds)—is 
HOC, however, nereWarily h:riding. Qaddah tlul nor Tejert The notion that the 
Prophet's example ougliL lo provide j guide Lo viitiusuh behavior; he argued 
instead il.Mi the historical disputes about the validity uf the traditions suggest 
that inaeeuiiieies mid errors have crept in over the centuries. Moreover, as he 
had said earlier that yean 

If [lie Prophet had msiL: the hodith is mine. Ui'ilow its path, that would have rewnr 
rhar hr was working rn replace The Quran, hur he continually insisted rai raking 
the Quran alone. ... These words may st em strange. The reason is tkii we have 
stnyeii tar at this stage, very far frum Islam.' 

Qadkfafi rhus reirctcd both [ire Sunn.a anil the jurisprudence, nr fiqh, which 
l' nr. li led its elaboration in Islamic law. 

As a.1 -Acsunity desenbes it in a discussion of the [mplicatEons cd Qaddati's 
position sot ific law of marriage, 

, , mst as the Quran ,. is stable* the fiqh is changeable, The [Quran] rrpn-sin :* 
the original kl$ ns while rhe j5,f& pvrsnrHfs rhe histories I Isis in; thus, this I'eTcinv,- 
en or our day; envision rhe fe-wc.iiiiillation nt fiqh an t the reruns tci the original 
Islam. a 

Using Qaddafi’; wn words* al-Assiorny goes on ; 

As the Muslims have strayed fax from Islam, a review is demanded. the I Libyan 
rcvtiLL.r.ur i is a revalutisjoi rectifying Lslun. presenting Islam correctly, p.irily i‘R 
Islam of the reactionary practtCfs which dre&td it 1:1 rtTrOgrwdt clvdiinj> nnr its 
own. Because Islam It pngrttalve, it is a umversahst re-volumcm ar the hrHghr at 
the left. The Mamie revolution in the Libyan .famahiriyah is neo-scientific 
socialism .' 15 

Should chore have been any doubt that Qaddaln fclc tliar the ulsma, were lsoih 
wrong and ujtp-ndabl? n be dispelled it on the occasion tyf the Muslim new year, 
December l, Lt?7-H. La speech hr illustrated his new approach LO Islam by call- 
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mg fur fl nevisirui of tht- Muslim Calendar. Ei:r ilintat '.-KJiJ years it 3i.ii! .Lin'd 
from chf ifgir.i, the I'njiphf t's emigratum Imrii MfCL.i to Medina In Qadd-ahh 
view, this tradition should h? abandtnird, sine? annchrT J :h re*—the Prop lure'- 
death ten ycdfs lawr—is much more significant for I slim mark ng die end of 
1 >ro|j"hKey and ranking hi importance with dir birch ofjesus for Cfi risrii.n iry. 
Unlike rh« Gregorian calendar and die COiiCl-iIiu-i.iI Muslin L.ik i il.ir, which 
arr of human origin., dir lunar calendar kE^mmiip with :hc end :■! prophecy ie 
die WO-rk of God, E hlis suenrific-, line traditional, methods of di'i:- -mining i n'".‘ 
itiiisf be used. In 39 7 y, official Libyan stationary adopted the t'rnphei's dcjrh ii 
the beginning of ihr Muslim era. 11. 

This ecketie relijrici: on science, Islamic hunts and imtioimJ rcllcciior iy|i 
ifjfd Qaddafi’s approach rn religion m the wranJ decneli- of :hi r. ■:d nr>> n. in 
this revision of the calendar, he ended, ar Iimst fur the r me, the open deb re 
Lihnui die iule i.H idigion ill Libya. The ulama had failed to convince hi® of the 
error nf his ways, ns lie had Laded CO convince I heir, nld they ju tied many uj 
their COtintTymen in npiMisitinn to rhe regime. Q.idd.ih ■ I id n- i ,appear p.im. 
Early sorry d> sec them go, since he had ocher more import,,nr projects. In an 
interview with the Italian jouriLi isi Otianj Ka ,ic m 3’ieceiuhci l^N. he gave 
an indication nf his .ispirarions: 

Faliacb Tell me, Colonel, do you really chink that This philosophy df 
yours, this link Cftett Book, will change the ■« m.d: 

QaDDaI !: Without any dfnibt. Yes, without any doubt. I ht (imit tr- ii 
is the pTiidii.ee of she struggle of mankind. 1 he ( .Vi'c.m lit,ok '■■ 
the guide to rhe emancipation of man, The Cnv* tfoni is :he 
gospel. The new gospel. The gospel of the tirw era, ilie era of 
the masses... . 

Fali.AU: Well, then you re a kind ill messiah I he new mrsM.iii. 

Oadoafi: ] don't s« myself in those teems. Hut rhe Gwn flooL is the 
new gospc 1 . 1 repeat I n your gospels ic 's w ticrcn : In the begi■ 
ning there was cfic word. The frnww Book is ihe- word. One 

of us words tari destroy the world. tJr save ic. American 
I'residf nr] Carter enn wage .any war agmuST us: rr> def-rn-j use If. 
tht third world only needs my <Jreeir Book. My word, One 
word and the whole world could blow up. The value of tilings 
could change. And cheir weight. And iIil-it volume.-. Every 
where and futevet. - ' 
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q Acwfi' s- isla m : conclu !>lng i ho uo h rs. 

Qaddafi grew up in. ji world when:' religion and politic-E w-cjc inext idcably 
entwined. Hiit family and ihoss' around him tumid, and did, refer to religious 
heritages! to saintly and heroic ancestors, to historical battles fought in the 
(tame of religious rightcousncH. Both suppoiT for and apposition to European 
colonialism in the toc-cntLeth century (tad been cast in religious reruns, and the 
post-independence monarch/ find rested its case for political legitimacy upon 
its religious tradition and nhxervim cl. 1 he tempr-ndon, perhaps even the ncces- 
xity, m refer «> religion ax an rkmtnt of polities wax cherefnr? 'very strong in 
Libya, mine su than elsewhere in Lji_ hfusliiii world when.' European influence 
had done much to seeulatiie government if not politics. 

Thus Qaddafi's references to Islam represented less a religious revival few 
Libya than continuity in die country’s tradition of the political use of religious 
legitimacy. Unlike die supporters of the Iranian revolution or the movements 
-isyotiated with the Mus'-m Broth echoed, Q.tdd.ih had no intention of estab¬ 
lish mg .1 srate hjt«eri on renewed, reformed. Or reirrihed Islam. His goals were 
nationalist and socialist he remained faithful to Lite spirit if not tin: letter of 
Kaiser’s legacy*'—four he perceived and presented these goals in terms eon.iis- 
tent with religious legitimacy. Whether his reliance on Islam grew out of per¬ 
sonal conviction or poiit-cal expediency is of lictle import, although there was 
probably an element of foodt in bis serious- As Bteuchot and Monasiiii have 
suggested: 

To abandon all reference to I he junua is, tor Q.vaJufi, 1 o free him from a number 
of icridicnl cuntcaints all the while pirrnUirig him 10 it main die di.uiipioi: of 
Islam, a situation which is very advantageous on the international plane.,' - ’ 

Vfrh&r wax irmst -narked about his ■ninrpriir.Lriri, hnw«v«r, was hi-. Siirlultafteoui 
dixtrsist (rf iirg.iiiiyfd religion and omiLOru for extra political kgi:i:nj'. y. 

Qaddali rejected Lhc reformist tiudiLioJi exemplified in Libya by The Sauu- 
siyyah on political grounds: the Brotherhood's leadership in the person of the 
King had besn neirJier egalitarian nor responsive to the needs of the people. 
Such rnricun ix «nx:ly cast in the evocative I.-nonage nf rrligum; the monarch} - 
was line just m eOrrtpdssiL'i-rtatt:. .as the rultri of tliC faithful Ought to foe, b-tit 
rather corrupt. The difference between political and moral corruption was n«r 
one qssddah felt any need to elaborate, 

.he yitfoyd-o* tl ligmus ef.5C-abhyhment lent him :tx xtippLwt in die curly days 
of the icvcdurion. Pleased by their improved staLus and flattered no doubt by the 
attentions of the new government, the ulama allowed themselves to be used as 
one among the many sources of legitimacy upon which Qadcbti drew in the 
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first years. In Juine. so they followed . well-trodden puih in Lsl.iriik his,tiiry. 
gr«f«rrmti Lu CuupCraiC WilJl [h-C niund.1 I' i‘ powers rJClkd thill i .■■-k ,i i i;i i >. h y.'' 
■QjJJjti only courted the favor nf rhe lalanu a* kra£ at he felt die need lm .1 
counterweighi to the Sanujivyahi -and they permitted him m do whatever be 
wished, When they and tJui? ju r vpnjdrilLC interfend is irh n i-, mem* njllV 
ambitious plans Iiit tlit I.ihyan revolution, he no longer had any me lm rki-m 

Qaddafi's dismitt of organized religion—orthodox and reformist urn ...nr 
of his conviction ch.it die religious ecTabbshinenre could be manipulated, is they 
had been by F'-urepean imperialists .trul as they I-.id been hi inciigeiuus secular 
Tillers rh roiaj.’n 1 hit Isl.nmlr histriTy. In ab ju, lorli ny; reliance ■ 11 .1 re I j-i, ;, esc.ib- 
Lishmenr, howtsicr. Qaddj.fi did not abandon hopes of re lip itiiLi IfgitrrTim-s. I I : 1 
strained the creduli ty of most Muslim and non - Musi i m rlwerverh alike with lm 
claim riot the (irct» Rook was the gospel. His rejecikm of the Nuniu and a.ulith 
was predicated on char claim, however, for he never denied [‘fie need lm j 
human elaboration of the word of Cud m rhe Quran I le merely saw ihe rra.- 
ditions of Islamic jurisprudence as inherently cnns<‘rv.:rivT ti.I therefore m-i- 
tiary In the revolutionary spirit ill Islam 11 ils Curly Hays. I h.it spirit t -i 1 .1 :se 
recalled m a new human elaboration and a ness v_-i oi laws; as Qaddmh put it, 
■‘in the Tlird Theory we present the applicarions of Islam from wl-kli all man 
kind may benefit.''' 

To the extent that the Crewi Boo& rtpRttntrd only the worldview and ns 
of its author, QvuIl! ifj's claims were lunely those of an mih- .I'l.M. ■d'risyncritic 
and—in the ermtrxt nf the debates mi Islam and Islamic reform — insignificanr 
HcS visibility wre, due to his having, CJplUrCd pul tiCa power 1 .1 wealthy ■ 1 
producing country, noi to the hnptiistiL.ition, utility, or represn tan s ctiesi. of lv- 
philosophy os an example of modern-day Islamic ihoiLiths. His was nor a reli¬ 
gious reformation:! ir was, in terms of religions history..a heresy, and a^ such c 
is nut likely TO represent much more than j footnote to the worldwide dchare 
on Isl.irn and Islamic reform. 

Qiidduli’s example is imiHirtanf, however, in one rrsfiect, fur his education 
and experience wCtc cot an .he those nf nmy Muslim* ukby. A sn-.atiefiiiy; • I 
religions train.ng, technical education, and exposure through tSie mass medi 
Middle Lastcrn history and politics with its local dispute-.’ and international 
yjna vanoes provided the basis for rhe anal j." s is ana solution* outlined 111 rh<- 
Gj-ccrj Wc^jcfe and in Qadd.rli v fimniMincmicnrs on vvinid .iffuiTS, His eelrctiL 
mixture of religion, science, .and politics war -1 is own but his desire rc luid a 
s ynth esis of the competing logics and norms which reday confront all Muslims 
was widely sihated, '] he upheavals of the twentieth .vnrtirv in 1 ihy.s ,-1 ik r. r 
tuuus pjlh from Italian fascist null' ro a ftntish -supported niuziaiLhy to QjJd.iti i 
OWIi revolution, bum colonial dcvasEjtiun CO LildrCai 'I ill Wealth, left Il'iitiy 
questions unanswered Liby a's experience was singular, hut these same -ques- 
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dons cast in different terms — nhoijr the meaning, of history, cSit dement* of 
identic y, the nature: uf |usl .lo wtri: widespread inrh: 1 Muslim world, Akhutlgji 
Q;kLJ;iI: S answers ill hiiS- Thi:'d [nLLTi'uti'.siSal ThetVry reflected both Jlis Libyan 
roots and his personaJ experience and were there! ure unlikely ty satisfy most 
Muslims, cIk moral and political dilemmas they were designed m aciidnesu were 
very real to many m the Islamic world 
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Imam Khomeini: 

Four Levels of Understanding 

MICH A EE. M.J. FI 5CH F.R 


I 

Ycmr vocal chorda are silenced like anger in a hsr 
Your cool boils liks .1 chained I km 

Yifu shoincJ J,t Irac, Mush h id , acid Shine 

You warned Hrjfc, Egypt. and Sa. 1 natlca. 11 d 

You shouted sit rhe whole world and ro The free people 

ThrWfth rhe he.irr of this 'mpr sored anrt Hfitanil pMjple- 

] ; or rh-: □grcisicin •::I Znluk, the soul of rhi people til 1 Iran 

Is "tot Ilk? cl-hind -on lire 

I hr masses nh 1 like the elm si of the Oman Sft* 

And iIicy raised iheir fiscs like The peak of Aha nd Mountain 

Th: 7hron« is yours in the whole tslimic world. 

From the Nila Valley to ihe busks of the Shu^e al Arab 
Yon are ihe luiatri aitt-Mg the uletiis 

Ynor rh-rjUjrhr is viemrima by the jjlcsry of the Quran 
And ycKir name is e nee I is ring, we swear by your name 

M. Alarm (Nemat MintaxailehX 
fie Name to i'ojsjml (Wt Swear by Your Mainer, IW.S- 
a wd I-know is ode co Khomeini used to op«! 

his biography. 


II 

lc is quite rfcai to revolutionaries—be they Stanford and So r bonne educated or 
THilhhs i.ntdi lo-.iijs Eeaders) from Quin mill Najaf—that what seems to he the* Last 
can be fat mote potent than die act ual facts of the matter. The Ayatullah Khom¬ 
eini's life, for example* is itself a revolutionary inanirnem, a legendary cnipiiK 

150 
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[ij be utiliied, I lie filers of (he mailer arc vague ar.J (.ulitJiuiuuiry . u.J 1. rgrli 
irrelevant. both personality and program art malleable dvv.ces. '1o !■ Mgh- <>i 
this is trt self delude. Our vision muse thus be quadrswopk ;hv bios rap‘n .-I 
the man, hoL also the prevpewd personal the stated program, hut also die differ- 
ent interpretations and the context of ecmpetiriij ligurcs. I hr persona focuses 
attention on issues lid rhansznj. mo!vtli/..i:ii.>n JUKI kgiUtHacy. the emu per ri 
figures «in<i contested interpretations ensure: that the %tJit.. pi ig:.i iil nut K 
rokrn at fact value, ilsat ritetotieal red herrings be -.1 sting,nilied It■ ri wh.it is 
politically advocated, that revolution ary masques 'land their momenta of greatest 
impact)lie dilcreiHiucd from nrilkrarisD or mystical masques land then moot 
encompassing claims! 1 . 

What 1 , after all, is biography that itc.-iti infum, if not viewing' from multiple 
.1 ngles. pOFCTlirs in rhr round, nr wider vn i.il rcl.nions find culrund l.im • 
ryrr.u'Tjfd riimii^h one hvifik? Four sections fnlhiw in appro s.mi.Ltv :■ r.Irr ill 
l.no'-is: hirigriphy, pLTsiiria, polilus Nvilh the aid of neg.ilivci nr semis>rK like 
definitions throngli Cornrjst with COn'iOetilors . gituSLi with Us pi litisi . 


ill 

Kuhiillnh Mos.ivi Khonie Ili w.;is Knrn .IT ihc hirrfid.iL uf I .1:111.1. riir 1! 1 ;i ;■ r 
(if the Prophet h4uh.imm.-id Hll |uimv.id 1 S.uii M.!'!. I'Jili. m :he p-iiviw.ii 
town of Khuincm. His grandfather, 5 -jjyisi Ahmad Musuvi, li.itl con 1 ;■ kh mi 
cm from Nujal .it the invitation ut Juset K3i.ui K.imcn (whose daughter he 1n.11 
riedX TlkC family claims descent front Mir blamed Hus.nri Himli NVIiahuri, else 
Itsdta-resiJenT author of Ahjq^t wJ-d nu .11 ft/ontainen ■ I [ ight . else first n i|nf 
effoTC in the Shi ire genre of bonier attacking Sunni beliefs or rhe has ■ ■ if Sunn 
hadith (i.e.-i turning their own documents against their!, Rubullahs f.irher. 
Sayyicl Mustafa, wih killed --hordy ..El it :ie wax burn, in IWJ2; hi s. irucher .inj 
father's sister died when bid was sixteen. 

At age seventeen, lie went to study in Arak w ith Shaikh Muhim Iraqi/ a 
close associate of Shaikh bazlulljfv Nun Nuri had been the leadei ut the- cun 
serv.irive clerical faction during tfc Constitutional Krvuluiion ItWi-lL' He 
had: hren instrumental in having i clawr inserted n rhe (. onsritutii>n gu ng .1 
pairi of five muftahids rhe righc to veto pinpMtd le^isl.iyjon chev l:*!r ri|isiic.il 
to [slam. Nuri argued tliill the lad kr ctjiiseilutiont hr resr-a 111 rd to those which 
were ‘“conditioned 1 ' by rhe Quran, punning on the Arabic mut ia the word for 
''constitution'' (mttskrHTeh mashruFfrh .1 slogan echoed i-- Khomeini's 1970 lec¬ 
tures 1 in htirrwc Government - 5 Such conditions included rejection of W estern 
iLutkiiis sul h .is eipm tty of all ciriifcfinK before rir law .Muslims .usd nnn-Mus- 
lims should he treated separately', the freedoms of Spcci-h, press, and eduL.ition 
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(nothing mimical to Islam must be allowed), and taxations :;y stems different 
from The- old l.i him: l hi-fis, tatsll {for rkf poor) and khutUS (In S3ii.il, Islam, .* 
rr 1 1^1 umi U)lJ. 

In Aral;, Khomeini, acme bed I-in* tel I to lIll circle around shaikh Abelol- 
Karim Haeri-Yazdi and followed rhr batter ro Qurn in 192ft. Haen-Yrmli was 
rhe modern founder of rhi: theological center in Qurn. Later one of Khomeini's 
eons married a granddaughter ill Hai ri-Yawdi. Hneri-Y.-wdi died .n I9JJ, and 
allu an inLCrrCO.iiuiii by a troika leadership. (ii'iLlading S.iyyid S-.idiuddin badr, 
Mi-hue son became a prom in an r Shi ire leader lit Lebanon in ilit I97f1*, and 
whose granddaughter married Khomeini's second son) was succeeded in l9 d 4 
by Ayatullah Mown ft;»rii|erdi. Miornmni served as an aisle to Domjerdii, He 
nisii Taught in the QusO iChiimary System. He was somewhat imusual as n reseller 
in i:iat lie laugh l speculative mysticism, a subject often (mw-iicd upun by the 
orthodox as a threat to true faith* rationalityand orthopraxia. Khomeini, Low 
«v?r* also wrote a defense of Shirte orthodoxy, me hiding The popular customs 
of worshipping; it slirineK. invoking saints as intermediaries with Cdd, and var¬ 
ious forms of mtnlming the martyrdom of lEiC imimS. as well as the ne.hr erf 
clerics to instruct others, to veto proposed legislation, and to live off donations 
and Islamic taxes, 'J his defense, entitled Kev&tlmg tire Sec refs (1943), was a 
response to a book called Seems t\f a TfttwtwW Ytrart by a disciple of Ahmad 
Kasravi. Kairavi, one til the leading Iranian intellectuals tif the 19.10s and 
(until he was assasinated by the Fedaivyan-i Islam in 1945.1. had originally been 
trained as a cleric, but then turned against what be saw as rhe superstition* 
obscurantism, and ignorance foisted upon lay believers by the clergy. Khomeini 
.jlvi■ took the Opportunity to attack Recta Shiih in hntrer terms fru arbitrary tyr¬ 
anny and failing to govern in a manner which would foster Islam. 

In this attack on Keza Shah* he always referred to the monarch with his ppr- 
roy.nl title.. ,L f!e?.n Kh.in.'' I hr re a re some claims that |C homeini had parricipatwil 
in tlie 1924 .mri Re*.! Khan march led by Nurullah Isfahan:, that he had 
befriended MLrzaSadiq Aqa altet the lancr helped lead an anti-Reia Shah march 
in Tabriz in 1927, and that his classes on morals were peppered with anti-Fab- 
l.ivi inmerdnet sis that Rem Shah h*H Then first harrassed !hy sending sex-rti 
police amOhft the students) and tiiOri closed. However, :n the 1940s and 1950s., 
although part of the sullen opposition of rise Pahlavis, Khomeini politically fol¬ 
lowed Borujsrdi Ronqei-di m 1949 convened -3 mwung of clerms mid mged 
withdrawal from the puhLjL.il arena. Fearing anarchism and kfrisLs in ihe iCCOV" 
eejr period after World. War LI, Bornjerdi cooperated with the monarchy to pre¬ 
serve law and order- Both Khomeini and Boruprdi were critical «f the day to 
day involvement in politiL'i of Ayatullah Abel Qassim Kashani. a major figure 
in the ISarional Front led by Dr. Muhammad Moaaddeq, Ekorujerdi argued that 
the moral power of the elH-rgy would, run;m more effective if mil dragged into 
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Ordinary wheeling and dealing.. In ihc early 1960s, shortly beftKc Jw died, Hont- 
rierdi began to engage this moral power against a number uf proposals «f eii:■ 
Shah's government which were to become the Whire Revolurion. 

When hiiniierih died, the struggle herween Lttp'.rrv.irivfs and .in -shah ,1C[ V 
tits amimg. the clergy flared into llie Open. BoiU§erdi ■•■ ■.Ii.■ -.i 11 ■ il MiiVrsxor, 
bayyid Abdullah Shiraii, d:cJ within srionrhs oi Borujcrdi, and many ciose rva 
lives drived toward The leadership of Sayyid Utihv n Hakim i■■ h iq. AetivLsn, 
however, began ro propagandise the name of Khutnr ni [ here were runiurs 
that Klimneini had broken with FUirujrrdi shtitlly before s -ie I.t-tit . di ith. 
i i.iiinr which was I.ij !>£ exploded in I1MI2 hi radii.i broadcasts Irani K nrd civ 
of Bo-uijcrdi's alleged will, ending, in the sentence: “Do nut lulUm Ruhnll.ih 
lest you find yourselves knee sleep in blood."’ These aeci'iMv included those wfc* 
had pnvnrely soured on Boruierdi when he had -i effete welcomed the Shah's 
return nftei the overthrow of MoSjddeqt rhey also ncluded members of die 
Kjihani rjLliuri which had firs? s. l ir . | .■ 11rr l . Vlnsaddeq and then .ih.indcine.’ h ill 
In [he provincial town Ol Ytu.d, flit irtylaitLc, Ayatullah Mahmud Is.idnq him,: 
a large portrait or Khomeini in the Haiifrli Mosque: -he ^nirt m<i writer 
Muhammad-Rcza Hakim; went around telling people that nut to full ms "kuh 
e khoda' (the Persian form of Etuhullah, literally, "die spit it u-l God" v, is likr 
committing adultery in the sacred precincts of the Kaaba in Mecca; and ihr 
preacher Muhammad- J ap-hi t.ik.if drnmaticaJIy interrupted his series of lec¬ 
tures tu return tia Tehran when Khuinein delivered m.Tyir speech sjjuqi h-ji.1 
COtne TO Aazd Originally Lo run art uriiucCcs-sful p.ir a menu tv I'Jecri r.d c.i it - 
paign. for a son of Shaikh Abdul-Karint Haeri Yaidi; hi had j-i.iyc-. and m.i-r . d 
into the mercantile elite of Yaid: later he would become pari oi kl-.n ncm.’s 
entourage, an official of the Islamic Republic, and ?he ayatollah who would 
declare fin April I-3S]) rhfli; Bahais were mskdoHr-* damn ("those whose hlutxJ 
may be iIiliT ).’ Falsaii was a popular preacher why hac■ been ,d ed « tl Kasl ani 
and led the nationwide hysterical campaign against rhr H.ih.iis n the ]■ *s 
Muhartimad-Rcia Hakisnl wioie a poem article supporting Khorrr m 'Aj 
yi Rnzhfl ‘ or'’Voices of the Days" ,n a collection lw the samr n.mu.-' ind v, s 
a vigorous opponent of the idea that religious leadership be exercised colIrgialLt 
it he it3u.ii of a shura there should he only one imam, and he is Khcnnein . 

The dramatic Con fruiiLatioci between Khomeini and The Shah's reg ne i'i 
L jh&3 secJred Khomeini's leadership of the re.: gnus Oppos tirm ro rhr Shah. 
Although no-7 necessarily of the religious institution itself !lic becaimr rrcugnizr-d 
us nn-e of seven Top rank wor.tpe-j' tvqlid la supreme authority on lawl. At issue 
were ihe enfranchisement of wontm, (and reform, r gge-d elections, loans from 
rhe U.S., capLLulaimiis exempting Ameiajn n-fuiah from In-ij.in courts and in 
general, a rtnodemizaiion prograsn perceived as piilir-iL.il a:id economic , ir-:-.r 
dinatirnt to the West. In March 1963,paraicoopers uttacked ihc Faivieh icmi 
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nary in Qu.m, killing, a number of student*. Klioineim responded on chi* fortieth 
day anniversary of chi* evenj wirh an emotionally and rhetorically powerful 
S|»m-h, in which he drew parallels with rHr killings and dcseciaticun of the shrine 
nf fiujm Pitv:a in Meshad by soldiers; of chu I'nhlnvi «*({i rue n 1935 firing upon 
prorcsiois against Western J.tcm. codes and general ty ranny; hr chary; eg! rh.rr rhr 
regime was in«ni on destroying the ordinances of Islam for the safer nf oil ami 
Israel anil char ir w.o- attempting to place rfie -iffViiof Muslims in the hands of 
'Jew*, Chi i it i inis, ansi the enemies of is lam. Khomeini con dr lted his attacks 
through .he spring, delivering another powerful specn on the tenth ut Muhar- 
ram (3- June l%3), the mos" emotionally intense day of Lhe fihiite ritual year. 

He began with a Tatczcb, <i rherorical form, normally occurring ut the end 
rather rh.an the beginning. of a vermin or prfinchment, which elicirs weepilig 
and is intended to nisi ‘.I in listeners m stoical deicrminatimt to re-dsHlkak them¬ 
selves Lo Lhe principles of Islam no matte j what the odds and external pressures 

I sect refuge in Allah from ihe pursuing In the name of Cod, die most 

mem till, rhe mtwr com past ion ace. 3r is now the evening of AOusri. Somer me« 
when 1 review rhe erents of Athura, l confront this qjesr.on. If the Ummnyyids 
rid Ycxiii, the son of hiuavmh. were waging war only with Husain, why then 
the savage, inhuman kcliy‘■ior towards the helpless wonleit and dhe innocent eiul 
dren of Husain? What had the wo men and child ten done? What h*tl Hie si# mornh 
old hnSy of Husain liorw? [The audience cries.] 1 1 1,ink they warned to destroy rhe 
faundariun lot the family ot the Prophet]. The Umjyyubc and the regime id Yeiid 
were against the family of the Prophet. They did nut want the Hath Hjcsbem to 
exist and they wanted to iiarcwt the sacred furm y tree. 1 


J he metaphor of ihc arch tyrant .snd destroyer of Islam, YntiJ, yranuing for rhe 
Shall, used throughout the sixties and seventies In preachments, it iiicidc explicit: 

1 Adi: tins mnic question > icr^ If ihe brutal regime of Iran is engaged Ip a war v.'iih 
rhe uLinna, why did it w.ir rhe Quran span while .wracking rhe Fsisiyeh Seminary? 
Wnar did it have against ihe Faixiyeh Seminary? Whar did ir have against the stli- 
denia of llicol-ojiy? did it hivesgainit oar eighteen year old sayyid Sayyid 
Younts Rudhnri who Imd been lulled in tk- Maieh assault]? [The •udLerrcecriea.] 
Whnr had <ni r e-igli rexn year old Silyyid done to the Shah? What lnld be done ajpursjr 
rhe govern mem 1 ? Whar had he Jmie ag-sinty the hrursl regime ,if I ran? [The nu.ii- 
ence cries.] Therefore 1 we muse conclude th.it it wanned to do away with the faun 
liation. It is .'.gainst the foundation of Islam ,ind rhe clergy. It diK* not want tins 
foundation to txlsr ll doc-S not want our youth j.nJ elders- to cxiSI 


Israel is rhciL invoked as the root Ilf .all satinur evil and humiliation: 


Israel dims nor want rhe Quran |<> exist In thi» country. Israel does not want the 
ulama oj Islam to exist in this country. Esr.wsl :Uses not want tk' laws of Islam Cu 
mis* m this euiiRTrv. Israel dues niw want the well nformed to rsiit in rf,,t ccsun- 





i)HW KHOMFIM ffJiJft tfVfiS fit' (A'VJ^'WiM.V.'JiKVC; 


111 


cry. Israel, rhruuiph her blue It qfvrnfe, (tevBiaied the Farsi yth Seminary, She is 

de'-croyiiL.u us; the is Jen :■■ yiii.^ s>:u. 'i *>r u.aor\ >u ruisrnil y.iiii r-ri iiwwuy, Sm 
wants to> min yOtif Cssimairr-L-e ar.l a;.;" if* ill a re. She ',v jt'.rs ru |?xu.vfss tor property 
(if this land. Thr-cairth her arenas ;he warns ro remove every obstacle :■> her ends 
I lie Quran is in obstacle, r his to go. The clergy i- .in ntiv:icle: i: has ri■ gu.'[ he 
Fa is yeh seminary is .in obstacle; is iriiL-.r he ruined. I he religious s-tiidmcs .ire 
kirine obstacles; They T„u-,r be murdered; they must In' thrown IrC'in the phis-ls: 
rheLr heads and hands mast be broken. Just brCiuir Israel nuisl siictee.l. the pH 
urnmunt at Iwr. folUiw mg the blueprints and u-s -■>( Isi-icl. IHu*t liunn uMc Uo 

Anger it; ttKjjrev-,L't. .iL l,he •.h.1:gs 1 :1.1s l!:l lIlijjv .iil par ini ex qulie :hc l: mirac 1. 
it is the rich, vs ho jrc the- parasites. And he adiri■::■ ni-Tics rhe Sh.ih: 

] advise ynu Mr. shah. Sh.sh sir. I advise you m change your ways, [f sine sl.iv your 
m.isrers Jecisle you should pn. I svinilil nsir ssanr esc |n. >1; c h sc imr :.i trie 
brace your departure. ! do nut wish tun yuu ilu same ilcsimv .is ram ‘atrici. . . 
CruJ knows that I he -jcnple renters] u-hrn Pahl-m fell. i sten i- lie .nlsn r 
the ditiuy.. .. Du iisk lis4cTi to Israel.... I hope when yon said that the m-.hii-- 1 
unes jre impure amini'iK, you were not ref+i ■ iflg to the eler>:s LJrlu-rts ,m n Joiy 
vl|!| he must one tom and you will have- .1 ■ li 11 .:.Ii ci.S a I int hr .hi.- t, 1 
live, The people will nor In you Cunriniie. Are Udm and she vleryy block resu 
rioiiafies? I'-I : you hLaeh ce-iencinary, vtm have create.! :hr a h i: rc.silus .n. i >r 
wh ar is rhis wh ru mcihiunn? 

He charges- That .’ group ■ 1 1 prsae-'ierv -Vj;#«h in I I'brnn vur. de- . ned hs rh<- 
secref police nrnl is-ere threaTened and forced rn primise '■ ■' ro i Ik .ibir.it lhret 
ssiih'ttLt.s: m is Ivin u. agamsl lhc Shah, nothiup .ip.unst Israel, .i::J inti s.is tmt 
Islarii is. in iliirl^fr. Arid he CsjunIlt [‘irt.ilCrii: 

Why lioes SAVAK say. "Dn nor spe.ilc ahciur she shah nr Israel? ' [>*<■ S W \K 
isieaci she Shah is an Israel ? Is .r the ripirmn if SAVAK rl'.ai rhe Shah is a le.s? 
Mr. Shah! They wane tn portray you ax a Jew so sh.it I iriphi Jeclare yxru a kjfir 
{unbeliever]!, uo that you miphs be kicked sy.is ul ir.'.r. s'n.is ysm nnphi he pun 
iS-lisd. IXin'l you rf.llief that i! smic day >■-: mi falter, none uf these w.i I st.inJ by > -,i 
Tlrty art l-iyal uldj Lu [|se ikslljlr. They do mi I- Iffi am faith; ibey hlit u<> Iny.ilis-. 
rlieytry ro blame y-Snl fur -esTiyrhini',. Thai lirrleoi.in viI‘m-.i- rian ;■ I is? | not i ;u- 
rinn [rh-e ngdietice fries'] c.inii- :o Miiir.iseli i'aiiivrh, hle.s his .% h: 41 1st . . 1 , 1 .1 :li-r 
co m man does jpishfred .lrry.ind him. lie order:.I. "Tor ward, -,m.rsh ard ransack .1! I 
the esHimsi dexrrny eeerjthijig. " 'A'hen he n askeil, ' Why die. yoti do rhai: he 
attEwL'rS, ’’Jr was she order of His Imper al Mapnly to JtHiuy 1 he. Mad'-isrh '■ 1 
aiyeh, to kill uard dritror ' 


And ho ends: 


Our coititl ry, uur Jilain arc in diuiyter W|v.»r is happrinni;. and w-T-ai is al* a- to 
happen wprrir; and saddens tn We are worried and saddened hj rise sittist :■ of 
this ruined enumry. We hope to find shat rhinos can ae remrn e.i 
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L.irly the next morning, Khomeini arrested, Thousands of people in cit¬ 
ies all over Iran pro lasted- They were melt with mil iT-.i ry forte, and thousands 
were martyred. The I.? khordad (J June IfM.lJ became a day of infamy. Khom¬ 
eini was saved from execution by Sd'Cial ayatullah.-i, led by Ayatullah MuJlRin- 
niad Kazcin Shariat in ad-ari. certifying bis ethtue (fot the EiisL time) .is j grand 
aj-atuHLah (ayatuilah ai-uzmah the top rank of cKc clergy, thereby putting ihe 
scare on notice that his execution would have the most serious consequences. 
Upon his release, Khomeini again delivered a blistering public speech, denying 
fh.;r he had compromised with lIil regime while in prison, as had hi en reported 
in the Hieltet newspaper. He began with the Quranic verse, "From Clod we 
tome and unto Him we stall lei'.nn," i.e.. 1 cannot :>c intimidated. Again he 
utilized tawztk techniques, eliciting tears and emotional responses: 

K'cver have J tele • luapinle at speaking. hut today I do, lor I am incapable tit 
expressing my anguish, anguish sr.ust J ay the situation at the Islamic world in 
general, and Lean ir. particular, the cvcnti of the past year, and especially the i nci¬ 
dent in .Vtadrasch t‘a.itiych J waS riuL aware of the incident id the li KnurJad. 
When my tmpnscmment was commuted into house attest, ] was giitn news from 
the uuiside. Cud knows the events of :hc li Khotdad lEfi-asiatcd me. [Audience 
cries 1 Now that [ have come Itere from Qeytsriyeh, E am cotifflHiKd with sad 
things-; lirrleorphans[mtdienre cries , mother* who have Jtwr rhek yniing ones, die 
women who have- lose Their brothers [much crying], lost Icb*. yuH liesrrs— these 
ary the proofs of their ' civilij.aeior." anc our being reactionaries. Alas, we iio nivr 
have access to The rest of the world;. ales cur voice does not reach the world. Alas 
the world canraj: hear the voice til rhese mourning irratfierc. [Much frying.] 

He turns his an^cr against the tdi.it gc that the clergy arc reactionary- that they 
want r o return to the Middle Ages; !Ii.-.l they oppose cLecnriciiy, cats-, or air¬ 
planes, He claims for Islam the- Legacy of the Constitution, Islam is the source 
of all freedoms, of independence, of greatness. It was the clergy who brought 
about the ConStirutirui, which gua ra oreed freedom of expression and free press. 
He Criticized the hedging of dollar-, (hums!', lh« elaborate reception Ot forcigrl- 
ers, the buecauciacy, lIlc misspend mg uJ (he money of the pool, the use o-f radio 1 
and TV to drug, people into acquiescence, the alliance with Israel, and the sub¬ 
ordination to col-onial powers, He objects to using Israeli acb fours nnJ .v. nils up 
students to l.-irael: better they «hnnild he sent to F.n gland or Lhc Lfnitcd States, 
lest Sunni* begin baiting Sh-.ites as jew-hiverv. He urg.es that the Constinition 
be pur into practice. He mocks the claims that the government wants to estab¬ 
lish an Islamic university and compares their misuse of Islam with .Vluawiyeh’s 
trick <jf placing Qurans on his soldier* spears st» th.it A.: could not tight hi in. 
He speaks of an insult m any clerk- vliimie-ll in this ease) as an insult to Islam 
and says that all must stand united in the defense of Islam- lie -ends with a 
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some-w-hat backhanded expression of ji.i .he ic il-lIi.- to the clergy lui I- m-mg siimd by 
him. 

On 4- Novem hi.'T IW?4, KHumeini was rsilcd hr-a rn lurt-rv v.i then w.i-. 
allowed tn go to .NJ.sjiLf iei Iraq, whi/re h-. y|jL'ii 1 tin- rrst der:nlL md hall I h 
in.TiritMiiiL’il his Ins in Iran liy ier \ ir p .is a. rriilrfJ-i l,i (Hie ti whi in nd imi 
rilhcs (the MAWS’* uruor, one-halt oi the khtiiHiS tw.sI Wi i- 11 .idr |.-i redisl i lur ion 
to students of religion and other purposes and by sending back missives, tape 
recorded speeches, and WTitings, In IV 7 1 , for instance, he nv, - ghed against tin- 
Shah's elaborate celc brae ions of 2 5 W yran nf pim n n1 u is raw ■■ 1 ■ -r (■ t . :: ■ ■ n-. : 1 r 1, 
his foil Li-wets that Musl 11m h.10 nothing '.n criuimOn with the pre 1 % .mm !■: - - 
cage of Iran, and Islam had mine in dusti-tiy the principle <■! hereditary nvin¬ 
arch y. He ap]H.'ak'd to his El-How clerics to protest, in ihe heads ■ •■-l.l 1 l - m*iied 

not lei jL'cnd., and Jot all -d us I i mi to ref rail Iru-n 1 eip.it ion Ml- c har ul-J 
Licit Israelis were ai ranging 1 he festival, ihe same Israelis whom he charged with 
burning the ul-Aqsa mosque, win atTcnrjTing to p.ws doctored copies > f tin, 
Quran from which verves critical of Jews Had bn n excised .ml wirh jji-n: rr.i 1 - 
in^ all economic, military, and prihric.il affairs it Iran, nmi ug r in cflrcr 1: ■ 
a military base of IvraL'l and by rstsnsiuri Inr Arncris.i 

Hus was also the period m w Inch he delivered tin - .ixIuh> m his djtn-i khd- 
tej (cite highest level ew dosses in lIk- seminary system) which were published as 
Ishmic Com tttmeftt: Gutirtiktitship In i>‘i Gfe/gi I'hew lea it vs i-.tp.rn mb 
began iita dispute wish Ayatullah Abui-Qnssiui Khi i lh<- Liner ropn idcd m 
students’"questions .1 hi nit whether the form il.- "guarduiiship hi 1 i-: 

(vihyaOl inelufbd the ubli^atnin or right ill 1 lerus ro e. r, Jitivi 

in the political prut-vsi and inJoed in goi i-u. klini rs ■"is^fi.l ih.Li in 1 - 

giutdiaiunipi toasted: KHcwtieuii thereupon (hiuted I"vo weeks id classes in .1 
rcbutT.il and defense of a maximaLst Lninprerenom "I clerics as-: hi only 
mate supervisors of politics, 

He candidly nJmiTS tn.it .1 textual demonstmt on frt>in she had ill reraum 
is not conclusive, but argues :h.»r supervision of politics, nr even rule by reli¬ 
gious scholars -,s hiypcally ht ! H- hs--i 1 Ihii t from thi mrur, ill Islam. Ir can hi sup¬ 
ported by thi examples ul I he Pro-phi.*! .111 d iHc imams and a hr, ■.: i 1 . h tin inr 
consideration of a scries of hadiih, iioi-il- of which indiuJL.i ;, is m aiiibiguuu.s 
bar taken together constitute a clear stand. 1 ' Jndct-d. he s.iys at ihe u-r. in Li¬ 
ning, it would never have occurred to anyone to question that religious scholars 
should supervise polities had is not been fin rhe .irrernprs of the lews and rhe 
imfstrialists to supjinst otherwise. It is they who I'.n.i t.iughi inlse tel iills 
teachers utuw- CnsCutieud even in tliv very heart iil the hlamie icm ililII-- tu s.iy 
that religion and polities should be- supaiated, iliai Esla n i, noi a comprehensive 
system of social regnlsations covering every possible top c IJ , ihn lsl.i 11 deiiLaiuis 
no .ifM-n-lic farm of government, and that while Is -un may have 1 few ethn.-.d 
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prin-c iple-s nr is mainly concerned with nnml purity Many uiama have descended 
pn this false view of Islam, hue what kind of fatthflll»«’• IS It to IsLau'i [0 treat 
its penal prewiiiuaki as merely a. 1£xt fur recitation^ 


lirir example, we rwire the verse-. ''Ailmi.riisrer ro the adulterer arid the adulteress 
a hundred lashes e-te-h' 1 tS. 24:2?, hut we do nnr know wlut Pi Jo when ojiifromud 
with a c.iHe nf adultery. We merely reeite the verse in order [O hi-jr-v-re the eualicy 
•nf Liur recitation ami cn give each sound its full valise. CAl|tir [[at'i'-larion, p_ "5? 

So tiich, what vetise won'il ii make fur the Prophet to have brought the divine 
law atid iWit pircivided [Yir successors to implement it? 


The- major pan-inn nf the argument is rlrvnted pa esrshlishiivp, that chose katilCal 
in The k-w, whn are also just i.i.e., nnr enmenhed in personal worldly Jkinhirion), Drt 
the mily ones who ultimately can judge what in snriery is; according to r sl.xm,.-titvl 
whirls ncic. After all., j major cjsduknul Shiite argument that itie brut three caliphs 
were usurpers Is that they often did. nut know The law and List jMucedures. 

As 10 lilts about what an Islamic eovirmr'itiiC nsijth: I link like.. I here in 
precious link. Islamic taxes ate invoked as sufficient to run a govcrnstuenE. 
These mdude The- £&H?ni P defined as oiit-fiftli of all surplus income of ail enter¬ 
prises from the farmer to [he industrialist, [he voluntary zokat (dismissed as a 
minimal amount), the iriyc taxon non-Muslim '^protected minorities,™and the 
khpraj Ion state held land), bus the uiguinenr about taxes is mainly used as evi¬ 
dence thot such enormous sums as could h« [generated by the kta-ims: in jurtir- 
ijI at were intended tn supprur a urate ^rivernment arid not jiiSt a mi heir parochial 

rdijj.K.'LiN mslilLit Kin wilhiai .iCieiety. 

Ij^gislarures are dismissed as unnecessary, since all laws have already been 
provided by God Instead there need only be planning boards to set agendas and 
suprtvise ministries !Algar, p. 56? The executive and judiciary are distinguished 
both in modem governments and in logical principle! 1 (Al^ar. pp. AS, *M\. Judi¬ 
cial fuiu.Tk.ins .ire divided into civrl disputes between individuals and crimes 
against society prosecuted hy a state prnsaemcvr (Alga?, p. 91?. Rulers arc defined 
by their knowledge and morality, but any furthei sped(ic-axiora of executive or 
administrarive problems is dismissed by acknowledging that 

the acquisition of know Judge and exaerlise in various SChtiKKS—is ItWSSSflty for 
making plans, for a country and fur exercising executive and admin is cm rive func- 
Tiore:. w« roo will make ilSe of people With chose qualificjtiarii. L : iut jn for the 
Nujjervisaon: and. supreme adll'ililUta ration of the country, the dispensing of jilMiCf 
and the cxtaalishmsnTtd equicahle rnlntiiiiu .inning the people — LhcSeare precisely 
llic subjects that the fajph pi. has studied. (Algflr p. I ? 7 ) 
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'1 hr pnxsibilicy ix considered that a dMi mIiiiI.it ruler may consult IfhoUrt, hin 
the isvlic w then itioutcd ;i.v EO who li really llir iLiIlj: 

]n such .1 raw:, rhr roil rulers arc ll«e jur ipruilnns .iriel t ic sultans, .‘re u; :hii i' hut 
people woriiang fur them IJl'ttS tJimLatitin, | 7.0 or I bis bring the c,ice. r h: true 
raiers are I he fyijaka themselves, and (he rulcTihip "'iighi offu i a I v i - he rfvdn. 
iAlgir, p. 6UI 

The possibility is also conside rev : rh - snpervismn of pditic 1 ' ■v in rhr hands . i 
an individual jurisprudent 1 or alternatively be coUectiwfy rhe responsibility of i 
number of jurisprudents (Algae, p. (>l, Ml. I be iinnL-r.de n affir neJ rh.n no 
jurisprudent has precedence over any other [Aljpsr, p. Ml 1 , And i inin-pniiienT 
who WOf Islam Will he disinisveij lAljt.-.r. >. ! V in mgh ir Iuni ..i 1%: 

according ho what procedure. 

Non-Muslims are only nirn(ionc\l in fi.LS'.inp En .lEItiii ri .r .i scuieiy i- rh 
borli Muslims and non-Muslims inner hr urKii i M .i ■ m eiinEml Alg-ir p. V,'t 
"■with Ehe litmrksE fiiTO-e* and decisiveness jmd w thotit rxlvh tin* the least trace 
of feeling ’ i.Algar, p. The nmiihiljcion ■:! I hr p-wiih :ri:v Jt.im [Jnirjryza hr 
(hr Pinphtt is piveil as ;l saluEa.ry ex.impu 

The llrut lection uf ihc lectures Is devoted Hi bnnging about -in lil.ur . 
emment. tt ii th.uug.ht here ih.sL iheellnrE wiil :v . long, slow one er perhaps 
two centuries-, involving first pmp.ig.iliori and teaching ol :ni: lil.ur. ut ucinj: 
OUEnuiuriiil k>r:ns ill worship us political forums leinmnun.i prayers, piIgr n 
ages, Friday pEUyfiiS;, iLliurmrir. (he semi n .nrs, purging I i ■ • i Ii tils. ai .1 .idl-rr 
iltg tu On USCetiL dedication which shuns I he gOOOv ot (hi' writ M 

Amid the attacks Otl imperial isin, liiuri.n lay anil Jews, and EHe Calls fur pi'III 
Mia]engagement find economic redistribution ('Tin that is ■.-■ i:i I>Lu-.:l duly, in 
rake from the rich and give to ihc poor," Alpar. p. 741. tltcic are scarified I- rits 
that rhe goals of Islamic government ate trariHieiideiujl and mn merely euu 
cerned with justice in society; “a just society that wdl morally and spirlmaJly 
nourish refined Inman beings" (Algar. p. B0>; the interpretation o-i a had id-, 
attributed to Imam Sadeq—scholars are die heirs or the Prophets since pruphets 
bequeath. not wealth bur knowledge—as meaning not that the Prophets 
hc^ueathed only learning and traditions, hut that they were men of £..■■,• and 
not materialistic (Algnr-, p- lOfA and the repealed reference ro the hadiTh relating 
Ali's evaluation ni ndershap as bei ng. worth less rh"n a givr\ xuee^e. p being .1 
duly extracted frcim srhnl-irs hv Cioil ro prevent rhe decay of I il.in. 

riuringthr 15371 Is Klninneim ways clear reference point for militant religious 
Opposition to the S-hah. Hiy tfi.i if nr (irueirrnment and oscaxiuri.i. iirlu-r mi-» vrs 
cifculaied cla mlcarindy. In the fall of 1^77, hit elder son mysteriously '.Lied or 
was killed, and iit January ]97R a ncwspa$XT attack tin Khomeini helped 'park 
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Jf monsr rations which provoked ^Ovenament violence and helped fuel the rev¬ 
olutionary process. ThtriiLg the 117T7 .-'5' rcvolulion, Khumeins w.l-j expelled 
from Iraq, denied entry to Kuwait. and was- persuaded to center himself in Paris 
where he had access to the international media as well as printing and t.ipe 
recording facilities. On 1 February l ( 77% Khomeini returned triumphantly to 
Iran to preside tVver the creatiim of .sri Mamie repuhhr .in<l tn demnnsnate his 
iiLirhi.irity Liver all oLEicr putcniul Irude:So:ps: tire more IiIjlx.iI tsjnstitut.ion.ilr,r 
leadership of Ayatullah E>. Muhammad-Kazcm Shartacmadari, die more social 
ist-leaning 5 Mahmud Taleghani, the lay leadership of liogineering Professor 
Mchdi &a73rg4m, nr file wnuld-lbe heirs iif Dr. Ah fihamti. 

LV 

IViTt of the appeuil of Khomeini must be .am yred m rerrns of hi4 person?, the 
Lnsxjpe he projects, radier than either his personality per if tir his program arid 
ta-crics alone. The latte; were often vague and changeable; Eli any t^se. people 
placed faith in Khomeini far-above and beyond enunciated programs. There arc., 
1 have suggested elsewhere nr greater length,"' five dimensions to the legendary 
figure of Khomeini, which mE teri ingrther ciimpose an emotionally powerful 
conlig.ur.at ion. 

First, and least distinctive, is a play upon the tension between Shiism as 
Iranian nationalism and Islam as u.utversaltsrk, Khomeini's persona has an aura 
nf ethnic nurginnlity upcm which people ciinTinn.5,lly cninnmr. His jj.re.at 
grariltaitiLT moved from KhoniSxn CO India .popular versions usually specify 
Kashmiri; his grandfather returned lo Khomcin. These ancestral peregrinations 
allow .3 labeling t liar somehow Khomeini is "Indian.’* An elder biorher rook the 
Name "Hindi'; and Khomeini h - nr self as a young m.in i.i>«k3 rbar vnmuicie to Mg.ii 
his poeiry. Et has been pointed out before that many nationalist leaders—the 
Corsican Napoleon* The Austrian Hitler, the Georgian firalin —-have had per- 
aonnr which reMin.ire wuh tension between rationalist and universal^ ideolcv* 
gies. Khomeini hiiristlf jejeeis Iniriinn niitiiiculmn instiling On Ishuciie '.albeit 
filtiirc'l universal ism. The story Is Ltild that gicat efforts had to be exerted in Paris 
to persuade him to speak of Iran, a sine qua non if he was to appe.il to a wade 
.-.peetnini fif Iranians. During the drafting of rhs new' constitution, again the 
issue arose, and Khomeini's phrase of a supreme fmtfb fro escercise the vileywi- 
i faqih or guardianship of the clergy! ro serve as head of state had to be modified 
ti'i nu'ilcK snrr that he would lie an Irnniaa, something miin:|.-iirlmit to KhOirtClAi, 
though euiiL important to most Irani arts. 

More important is that Khomeini’s persona cultivates a legend td distress, 
ctHinesethig him with the martyr of K.;rh:il.:. TlierL arc several paiLS to this con - 
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siruLisuii. beginning with rhr death of hi'- father ,n the hands of—depending . i 
rhe variant—a haidr, a mayor, a c oil servant.or a landowner, hut whichever, 
3.n agetl" of lieta Sh.ah. Thiv deprivation is said to have nrnirresJ eiiher it her 
Kinimeim wjs ttK rtiOiltli* old Oi a year and a liu-H. L his would place rh. 
around 1900, but Rc.?.l Shah did HOt LOriit IO pOW£r uh'ilil the L9!Qs. he Icgrnd 
Lominufj tliar ho p.nnhfT voughi and "brai icd mi ne revenge. titliet tire cue 
e union of The murderer or rh? removal of rhe governor; Sni m any *..ivf. the 
theme is evrablishec! r'nnc nhstLOjey in fnirsinc Ot justice is p.arr ■ |' [he f.lTnh 
tradition anil Is iLlliniuleLy rewarded- The second important ri imminent ill rhe 
legend of d Litres:-. is Khomeini's Civile from Iran in l%4 n lrudr nnol-.iiii.illy more 
compelling by rhe (apparently true! story that lie narrow ;■ escaped iMLutun: 
thanks to the intervention of Ayatullah Shariat mad, iri and "rheiv I k- ih<- 
imams, Khomeini was denied his rightful position. Analogous n- the theme i I 
Thf eventual return nl rn« twelfth on.im, rhe \1.ihJi, there if iln .i legi nd that 
Khomeini performed a divination hcfiue ram rig ro Qum ii l L, .'H and i rnvc: 
that ho would die in Qum; this was taken hj hd folLoweri ihrinLghoui his Long 
exile in Iraq to mean that lie would return 10 Iran in triumph.The third cum 
poneru of the legend of distress is the lost first of an infani daughter and, more 
importantly, in the fall of 11*77, the death of his elder son, niai lean s 
believe, at the hands of SAVAK, the Shah’s secret police. The themes of chis 

person.’, nf endtiring ,.hsrTrss .nd jnjioTice include .1 1 j[hfr i.iri|iKris L led 1 s.<i 
rlepTived of righrful [hisscssinm ■, irjth.rr, I aril, pos r<> n. rhiikiren , a;:d ihi need 
to pursue puilice iri the face ul Overwhelming odds. ! 'i. c art chr ihcmcs ■ I Mi 
and Husain and Ol 1 he imams. According to I Lie Shiite account, .ill ihc ini anil 
ikh either slain or poisoned (except Last, wiui will return!'; the theme ■: 
poison—Westernization and colonialism as .1 pi ison— •- m e that Khomeini 
plays upon. 

More interesting yet, a distinctive fearnre nf Khomeini’s person- 1 - is chai hi,- 
dahhlr'd in mysticism, a snhjrrt rh.ar ’hr 11 rrn 1,,Il.“.ir can easily desrmv ■ 1 rli 
Fait of chc defense of Khomeini's v.rpremc pusitiam and I he jttribiirmn hi hint 
of the tide Imam (which 111 Persian unLil [lie revolution A js reserved lur the 
twelve Imams alone-! is the suggestion that he cun comtol dangerous tsutei 1, 
knowledge as well as power, both of which can easily destroy U-s-vcr ■■ 1- 

Clnseljr allied to this mystical component is Khomeini’s asceticism, his 
eschewing erf numor and pi ini rive a fleer., ne xr.Kiieil mnnotone m wi.'i he 
speaks. The ctvntra.lt in Striking iere with I he style 11 i other ayatullahs, v-ho 
cultivate humor as a way of engaging followers. Gnosticism or mysticism is 
dangerous, and the pursuit of the enlightenment it can yield requires mndi scir- 
c-omrol. Islamic asceticism iznl?d) is not withdrawal from the world, hui a 
refusal lq he seduced by materialist concerns. Ascericum w.; TFchnit|iie m .iviid 
t he madness teitlier manic CLsLdsy or depression) irtystLCsl pursuits can induct: 
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ix is also -s Technique tit avoid cnnupcion in ? eomipt world. Lest profound, but 

of puurd public rdriLiOiiS importance, Llie aSCetic vtylr verves ro ward oft the 
suspicion that whoever exercise* power musTbc sell seeking. 

Finally, unlike rhe of her top-rank ulama, Khomein cultivates a populist Lai: 
glWge of cnn frontal 1 ion and .4 propaganda .iryle nf fomjf-booV-l iki‘ hypeibole. 
Whereas other ulamu speak i:i sckulutly. considered language, h! homei it speaks 
the language of cine ordinary man, attacking intellectuals and eggheads, rh^ rich 
and. the elite. He plays a politics of Trusting rhe masses as well as occasionally 
intervening tn balance factions nf central puliric.il it-hiTs. When the [raft-1 rat) 
wir broke Out, rjtliCi lli.:n tUntiftg LO Lint ainiy, Khomeini Called :,:r arms to be 
given tu the people: if rite young men cannot save the country, it is nut wicrtli 
saving; we have nor fought a revolution hist for security and economic well 
beitg-. but for Islam, for a just society, fr>r nun-alignment, for a society respon¬ 
sive' to ehe L'ommdn man. not Oner SuhsETvienl to a professional bjfd army depen¬ 
dent on foreign amts, advisors, and control. 

The total configuration of Khomeini's persona is one which draws on ttu 1 
dicionai i mages tn a forceful way none of the other cop ulama 01 lay leaders can 
match. ! Iks I hi.s.nn, h« represents perseverance for r.isnce .'.gamsc nil odds, wrh 
an ability tn endure ia|uSI: e£ and suffering, lake A li, Khomeini TEpre.-.entS com¬ 
bined political and religious leadership, utiliiing all means at hand. JncEuding 
force ajid cunn.ng on behalf of Islam, the Muslim community, and die jnsT soci- 
ery. Like the imams, Khomeini reptesents ncress to wisdom and ability to eon- 
tTfil the dangers tn (ordinary men nf dabbling in fcSQCeric tcmrwledge m ri power, 
li Is an emotional configuration which stresses stoicism and determination in a 
tragic world where injustice and corruption all too often prevail, It is a contin¬ 
uation of The emotional conhiguiatfon of the Karbala 4rory, which forms rhe 
Lcntral symbolic ciijb ijf [sopukir religion m Iran. It is a loi dig c.raLiu:i which 
ought to appeal to the sufi-pt olc-tati an populations or rural migrants to the cities 
as well as no The traditional petit bourgeoisie* and some !if not all) of their sons 
educated in the modem university system. 


V 

There are, of course, social strata who are less than enamoured of Khomeini, 
the m.m or hi? persona. Peasants of a village near Shiraz could skeptically dis¬ 
miss Khomeini as another fiIsah and his clerical minions as so many capricious 
and corrupt bureaucrats. 1 * Many close ru chc clerical esT.ib Ishruent rccogni^K 
Khorr mi's place wthir ir and,cnnseqiif nr y. are ton cIn-St so allow iirly validity 
to his claims of sole supreme leadership. Outside detractors speculate about a 
new nepotistic elite around Khomeini bonded by kinship and filial ties. Angty 
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cartoonists., testing impolitic juxtapositions and Et .ibt l.UM.in pnincrutfiny", ol prc 
tension, portray hi nr. ns [he owl of death pi-Tched .jbnvr ,i fid d . .j' human hence, 

in rile uniform of [hi 1 Stull ur counting a ruury uf ^#culI■■ 

live sociologist, S.li;I Arm: Arko-urid. charges tli;1 \honmii in the i.m rl>' 
litiiOs "set ■..■ul Li> create ... a traditionalist politic.! movement," and tli.i: hi- ha-, 
succeeded Through [he 1973 constitution in becoming the Iiim t .k',« I pc in 
JjbiiTC hisrory." Afiomflnd argues on nrxmu7atinn.1l grounds citi ig M.iv 
\t'cbcr, that With the ttmtigE-iiet id niasv polilus. L'leTical e-,i.ihl ■■ lime ms . lairn 
ing political influence r'lluSL also i.UpAni2.t jt pattiCS. Him much of such V. ■ . 

ian intuition or strategy it attributable to Khomeini himself ,md how much u> 
[lit evolving dynamics of rh-e Islamic Republican I'arti k-.uk-i sh ip, remains 
unclear. What is cleat is rhnt by 19“0-7l, Khomeini had given u . liiii cr■ 1 < 1 •;■ • ■ 
gliyt language of urging the Sli.ih to reform inc. engaged in n 1 -r: rn >r 

mu late a justifies ion FdJ maximalist control nf ihc tier ay in ihc politic 11 sphere 
Ry 1979 lit was slowly shedding the veils "i cn-Miiiutiu-italmi rheeork by which 
he had engaged die alliance of such men as Mel d Httargih, Ibrahim Vudi, 
and Abu l-H assart Eani-Eadi 

Mow much of this shedding was calculated deceit cm Im par: ilimiI iHe in 
terms nf ta,}ivvs, dissimulation in defense of Is'.im and mw in not w.i ■ \r : 
delusion on the |UTt of hi.i .1 1 lie may fK-rbajo hi IumtjmiI i 1 1 me..I. >:■ tmin 
the time w hen he lirW led prayers in Pans. The prayers were heU in .1 tent, .mil 
several women CuiripIjiriCd alum I having lu iriri.nri uins de wl-ile die men des 
appeared inside. Khomeini responded rliiii then compLaiiii -vould lit heeded, 
thar prayers should he done ns rhe Prophci did early u his career, with nmi and 
women intermingled, fhe women were impressed and 1 Humber naj htt 

Tiilteti thin as a sign id Khomeini s n'.mve 1 1 hern In;, i .1 rlins: .1 h> ■ rhn ; 'hr 
abftut the releteiiee tn .Muh.iaim.iil, huwL-vur, it shtMik have Iti cn l It 1 r th.’.r cii. 
was but a temporary dee icci when iUrrCtcmded hy unbelievers, unit ik>ee 1101 Icji e 
women outside u npi cute ted. 

Muslim religious opponents of Khomeini fexdud nji ^fculaiiM- w 11 ..-rise .11 
interesting see: former Prime Mirnsrer MehJi Ruzarg.u'- (who complained ■ f 
KhrOmeini’s (Uireit tu Ori.inj Fallnci snorrly hefnre hi-ng'Murmed -nr ,-r pnwt •.. 
Sayyid MahrtiudTaiecjhani (tht leading dtrit sympL-ithtriL tour ell . V- .m;ll n 
Muhammad-Kaicm ShariaeHiadari, and in general, thuie wlio ste L’ltrusehti is 
he:r* to Ut. .Ah Shamei (including especially the "Islamic iefriM Mujahhecd n 

piirtyX 

Sliari_ili:i jd.ir: 1:. the moat prominent of .1 group of eonservnrive m 1 bri.iI 
ayonillahs 1 including the late Ayjiullah Ekihnedd-n VljhjlLati me Shir.!/. Shoxh 
Ali i'ehrani of Meshad. and Ayatullah Abdullah Shirai-Qumi nJ Mtshadi wl ■■ 
have -warned and procciTed again st rhe auiocraric sts le of Khauneini and of the 
Islamic Republican F'arty- in the hrsr phnyr of the 1^ -79 revu urion.. sh.ir.iT- 
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mndari w.tv the must important religious leader isisidc inn. Throughout rite 
1970s he hi j.lJ adopted (lit strategy of the good shepherd, attempting to protect 
his followers, pp tacitly negotiate with the government, to maintain a picture 
of moral critique nf Iranian society. This strategy was in conscious conrtasi to 

Khmncim’s lOii tr-uiiLitiOn Style. It wav thus a major char something rev- 

E>lu[LOiijj’> was occurring when Shariatmadarj ari Jan-jury l97}{ pnhlidy i:rm- 
demned the Shah's regime for Stilling religious detnonsrtatoes ii* Qutn. 
Throughout the -first phn.y of the revolution, Shariatmadari exercised a leader¬ 
ship mle, attempting to pressure the giivrm merit while simultaneously urging 
his fleck jtot to ptewoke unnecessary violence from a vastly superior military 
machine. Upon Khomeini s return, Shariatmadari quietly invoked his seniority, 
halving Khomeini pome to him to pay his respects first, He warned that Khtnti- 
pim s ULqnieseenire hi I hr use of ihf Ent le ''Imam' wu eliisr tn hl.isphtmnns.'' 
He reminded people chat political decisions invoking Islamic authority should 
be made, A Jiot collegial ly, at least through the consensus of The sop ranked 
clergy, He objected to the railroading through of the referendum which estab¬ 
lished an Islamic republic. He objected to ihe proposal tn have .l small group tjf 
people around Khomeini draft a new constitution which would only then, if at 
all, have popular input through a similarly managed referendum. He objected 
to the insertion of the phrase vHayot-i /btiif? into the constitution, and to the 
referendum which ratified it- in genera], until he was silenced, he served as the 
religmus l::adsr Llf I hr conservative litiLral uurces «f the revolution. 

AyucullahS. Mahmud Talcghani had. together with .Mehdi Bazargsn. led the 
Freedom Movement of Iran, Both had been involved with the group of clerical 
and lay reformers -n rbr period 1960 - 63 which and held disirmsnins and lec¬ 
tures, and hud published a juumal, Gofiur-e frLtfj i.Muuthly Speeches) as well as 
the important volume. An Inqmty irifo the Principle of blarjaiyyat fclerical 
leadership) and the Clergy The central concerns of rbis group vefTf bow to 
reform the clergy .nnc revitalise the re If gums institution, f^uLh innovatum, as 
collegial decisuins (thara fatwaf by tup cIemls, and the apportioning of tech¬ 
nical areas of responsibility so that different religious leaders might acquire a 
degree of specialization in matters affecting a modem economy and polity were 
discussed. From 1965 to l'97._ ; i this JJroup of reformers wits eLilt l p ted ill the build¬ 
ings called the Hesainiya Erahad. Similar institutions had been established ear¬ 
lier in Meshed by Sayyid AbJol-Karim IJashemi-Nejnd and Sayyid Mahmud 
Ahcahi, uisH Subsequently in $hjrar by the Mah&llativ. The leading light in Tehe¬ 
es n was Dr. AM [jhariaii who £al*aiiiiid the youcli by proposing to fuse the Incest 
n Western social Theory with Islam, thereby mating possible a renewal of 
Understanding of Islam for rnr oLmtempnrary wnr.d and a cleansing Of Islam of 
decayed and corrupted scholasticism. ShariacE aigucd against The schols-sricism 
irf the traditional clergy, arguing that since tfie Snfavid petmd the clergy had 
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c5ViT-.iv.ri ;l idiguKi shot ihioaith wilh SUpcrSTiti-or, shrim worship. medial imi 
i-c'l "l s: man and Cud, meaningless ri mil bin. and above ill appropriation of 
authority by Ignorant old men Ibis hirnnchical, iVimi listed and superstitious 
religion he Tagged '’Sifivid fil-nisir.' Muslims nvesled a l k iUH , '-i nir irforpi in-,.n. 
a cleansing-an d renew .il that iitSisLcd upon cJtli M.i-- : ■ iv Li ■ i i J l~ r I... k 111 (j; ri'\|j. vi 
It. I i i v fin his own us turns anti l:<: helping 10 tlii'ik thfCM u.li the moral, l i .lI 

;mJ political meaning uf Islam m a fashion relevant to a modern, technological 
society. Such an undcrsTanding of Islam,. hr ihe original and true ' Mavi 

Shiism.” Naturally enough, rhe rrndmon.i'. clergy .1.1 rmr much 1 1 t Shari -1 
They wrOTe some tracts against him, |jii i i:i M 11 ^| m.i: Errors ol . iicrrin.il •••. i.il ii 
chip, hue they tread cam ally, recognizing ill him not merely .in ly ag.n !>■: thi 

.Shah, bill mure importantly a gene i.lI in a a I hc.rO: ..pen an i lack v. iiliU ■ -,e 

iheuL much of the youTh. 

Shaiiari died in IS?", The Mujaheddin, who see him as one of their heiors. 
had earlier broken away from Fi,w.trg.i n’s freedom Movement i wr the issue <1 
rhe use of violence- In the IV?(h rhey hegni i small guenl i movcon-m 11 tv 
rein exfiericncTil a split lie 197S) her wee n ihow who wished :ii remain Is arn. 
:n:irx:s1v ancle lu isc who opus: lur a secular path. A son c:l I jl rgha :ii, Mug ih.u 
led the secular faction-At the (ime of the first phase of Lite revolution, the rather, 
S. .Mahmud Taleghani, led the maSsiVe Street die noiistrali ins .ii y Milh.irr.ui: 

S?7P, a month after having been released from prison '’Alien Khumcii 
returned from Pans, Taleghani II ’<e bhariatmadar ret ised to ion the e'er c -.1 
greet ns; he was ar rhe airport, hpr vir jparr, allegedly responding mnK'.ilU' m 
invitations to joiai ihe nrher n air i by saying: rh.u is : i. pbaci for [hi al ma 
{literally" lJi 4- learned”.!, I belong here with the -.erect iinighv, che ignorum 
Jail a few months later, he drain at ica lly went ucKtcrgTuUi I in pr «t it ae.a 
the efforts Ol the Klluiricini s.iiLCi to nicHlupoli/v the levnluiiou, ae.a list die 
escalating rate of executions. and against rhe attempt to to Lind up die Mu Min'd 
dm {including two of hit own children! Alter .i meeting with Khomemi. he w.t- 
silenced for ,i few more months, her ihen returned rn public criticism sh. rd-. 
before he die d, winning rh.it there w.i* danger uf a disfatuish p worse than iH.tr 
Ot the Shah: dicLaLorship by rulagiaiuh students \rnhizJb-t f.s.k.'fi He rrn tided 
Muslims that it was ootiffary tu .slain tovU-pn-.c.- pi-up I c of die righi '.o ciitic i/c, 
to proteFC, and ra express grievances: that consultation jn Js'ain did not mean 
«iec.'mcim-in.ilcjng by an oligarchy, bur democratic councils at all '■■:<■■■ s of 
society. 22 

It is mipurtanl to stress that Khnrnriiu S voice or she voice >;l the Islamic. 
Republican Pariy are noL the only Islamic voices in Iran. Ii is important iu hsira 
ti.i those other voice' to see where rhe limirs are of Khumein claim to ftp re¬ 
sent Iranians, tn embody (he values of freedom, transcendence of clas« dr. isim, 
auihenticity, and S:jl i.:I lustin'. These limiTv help define the Ini' hrrwcen .i pen 





16 f> 


FtONEERS {Jf TUT H Si -U-lC 


pie voluntarily struggling to live up to an khnnic itirai and imposing a tyranny 
in the name tif Is3:im. Rut above all, in te rm.-, of pvabi^ring ^homei 11 u The lii.'in 
and ihe persona, it provides j means to see where and why sn many Muslims 
misunderstood him, and mistook his mystical vision for a revolutionary one. 
Tor These now disillusioned former allies and followers, who bitterly complain 
of deceit, rewolntiiin was ihu go.il: a government to jirransocial aitaii'S so ;i 
mure [list way. S-ur Khomeini, such a government Ls '"not the ultimate sum;, it is 
mcTcly the means for advancing man Toward that god for the sake of whii ih all 
the prophets were renT. 1,iJ 


V 1 

The transcendent goals of Khomeini's Islamic Republic may be explored lay £l? 
Hisr.Lpnsinft has lectures on S-tirn Katiha with the work of the greST seventeenth 
uCrilury Mu. I a Sndra; (21 true ing Lhc l vol ilIi iin of hix piilphral pronouncements 
since the 1940s: and 1.3,1 considering those acta of the current regime de ■irly 
motivated at his direction in the light of the logically possible relations between 
ruleis and the ruled, All Three considerations cennrxi millenarian or mystical, 
rather than revolutionary, intentions and trajectories, in the dull senses of being 
transcendental .and having, all the tyrannical dangers id forcing utopias m; this 
world, dangers analyzed clearly by classical Muslins scholars?, as well as being 
counter-revolutionary itraditsojiaiisT, invoking iniediarLonal levels of access to 
God, inspiring upon hierarchies! religious authority? over against the ''Protes¬ 
tant” refontiaticHi a.:.,al:; of Sliunati, of the HuKunuye Fjsh.id, and id the fret 
dom of Movement in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Two sets of polar arguments about the relation between ideals and actuali¬ 
zation ate often debated in Muslim scholarship: 

la Once each individual hacuities truly Muslim, all need few social ctiLicion 
arid Qpptess.ve stare structures will wither away; versus 

lb—The (jurau speaks of justice and iton (die sword) in Sura Madid (Sutra 
on In in ?, i.e., force may he required to establish the social conditions ti i foster 
the development ni true Muslims and a true Muslim society. 2 * 1 

2a—Knowledge is accessible to oil reasonable men, and so society can rely 
on consultation among men; versus 

2b— Djvi nc ktKiwkdge is the privilege of the lew (an imam Or am if; a body 
of ulaiiia] and so society ikiltst be ruled by a tutelage dictate rship/oligarchy, 
Khomeini’s writings have increasingly stressed the second of each pair. 

He began in hit 194.1 Revejlbrg the Sue rets with a traditional advisoty stance 
toward government: "Had government is benet dun no government, We have 
ntrvET attacked the Mlltannre; if WK CTiticiiwd. it was a particular king and. not 
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kingship mr Wf me id ml. History -. :i i ■>% -. ih.il mtt)Zjbicis bust ..i Jed kn|t*. 
even ki n^;s whs did w ronyj: N.isir cJ Din Tusi, Mohaqq i.| Sint. Sh-sykl Bahi 
ktir Darnad, Majpisi 1 'ip. IB 7 ;. Or again: 

Sonne say thar government may remain in the hands of Lh<^r ■'■hi ■ have n. 'Ml this 
muse grr appravsl Ir.iiTS^ from tht legal experts YY-, hi;i a rnu.i.ihui . .1 1 

give such a|i*woval Oiklr under OCIKiiticrfl [jut the k™ "f i 3 k tOUHftr) H tht nr 
Gtid. Oilr country dot* *m mtti rhis cnniiir -.11 since ike gove-rnmeni . nr.ihi-r 
CCHrsUiiitioiivI lk>r ihe law «l C.nit. Yet had governmenr i-. nerrer than n gi •* er 1 
merit, and Mitjiabxlx tin nor simpl}' .irr.icfc i:, bi:i :l netc-wa. 1 ric p 11 L■*"f 

indeed he goes so far .is to argue (maccutmely 1 thru itrspiir rhe i.icr ih.ir rhe 
Umayyids were The worse government hi date in their hostility to the 1 .mills ■ 1 
the f'ropher, Timer!-eless (be fourth I man li: m pi ised a lung prayer J-. -r 1 Is l - : pn 
tectum. One ■. him Id re me in her that it was the clerics who pOCVtSiTed Rtia Shah 
fretail declaring a tepi-blic in 1924 . Fearing republicanism uuuld also mean Alta 
turk-srylc itctdvimtD, they insisted an a monarchical form of government. 
Erl Re beating the Secrets, Khomeini complaint about the mate rial isr t and seltiaJ: 
motives of politicians and king 1 EUs solutions ire raking -ids ice fn-m rhe 
ulama, allowing the ulama to appoint -a |usr mm ns ki-Lg allow mi the ul.m-.i to 
serve ,is a kind ■ if parliament, in .my l.ish, hr di'nio any . i sirt ri: see ui.im.i js 
kinfct Or direct riders. 

By the as tve have seen, Khomeini is claiming thi- kg.ity >: tht i m 

stitiitinn for the ulauna. 3 i was they, he chums. who brought it lEwot; n in ihcy 
tvlhci aie advocates of rhe liberal takes ot frccdon nf expression Tb c. ui 
course, is an adversary stance, and can he interpreted ,i* .in anguine it r not .1 
fully Islamic government, then .tr least .1 constitutional unit Rv I *)"(), Khomeni 
is arguing th-ir mm lrrhy is mcinrip, nibble v\ irh Islam, .11 le.ivt n rhe cenie 1 i.v 
any form of ^CVvcniment must he: suhordinare tii the law of Isl.im. 1 he r naf|£S 
Of monarch^ theoughoiit Iran's history are resiled. ihlI ^ra.IuaLly try the end 
rhe 1370s rhe call is made to overthrow not inly the particular monarch on the 
throne but monarchy as well The argument over jJif jtnr. the Qu me foimula 
in StiTa Nesa: 62 C'Ofi you who have faith, obey Cod. obey the Prophet of Cod. 
and obey rhe i-dri erwr ITh" 'tsuer 1 if orders p v. is merged wirh rhe diccussi tin, 

Over the fOrmiln. inlayal 1 ^J.T^rn. i he l.nrrerin rriiliiion.il jurispr ktenre prrn.tr- 
ily referred to gunrdianshrp over persons nest cnmpEtenr to lcsi'jk after thr • own 
financial affairs {orphans, widows, the mentally deficient, ecuiimuna] reLigiiiUs 
proprrty lackiag a designated administrator): occasional references in the lit¬ 
erature hjnT nr esrending this meaning ro political guardianship It was Khom¬ 
einis purpose in Ittjmsr. GnP'CrKJhJOH; 70 try rn-hiuk: 1 t ise for this i ,, *p,iii.sjon 
After the revolutlun, Khomeini’s Speeches hee.cme filled wirh calls for unity 
and sread fastness of pti^iosc. There is an ambiguous J as ion between pragmatic 
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necessity to defend the revolution and more long term effo rt* co reorganise 
.tfteial rAnxriousmrxK. T3i«rfc art: his dnfenxnx t»f Nummary cxeciinrm and dismissal 
til due prOctst. procedures: Ofi Ini Hals :i r l 1 >.i no luwyets, he insisted on several 
occasions. There are his calk for unity of expression (i/abdats kafomf, and his 
exhortations to parent:; to turn tn children who seem recalcitrant ro die new 
nc^rnf. I here: is rku insertion m the preamble tn the new Cnmaririitiiin of I 
■[which Secs Lhc history of the rcu.i m !0 in terms of the career of Khomeini) nf chr 
lcj ju maktsbi: once tmrktabi meant merely '"bookisK" now it means ‘'according 
to The Look., rhe Quran" and is a device used to exclude anyone who docs not 
adhere To the interpretations of rhe regime. 1 * Ir has been aiguedi that Khomeini 
hits thus for rhe fiist tiinfi turned. rhe shariah into a Luol for iticiu ihiijj ctsnNciuux- 
ncss, Jor invading man's private relationship with Cod. 11 Traditionally there was 
no titqliJ {following of a scholar’s example, instruction or -advree} In matters of 
faith, but only in matters of practice {and' even then one should not follow 
Mindly)- Whnt one does is ,i matter of social concern, si matter between rrm; 
what nuc thinks is to he judged by God alone. Mow, however, what one thinks, 
or at least ivhar one says, is to be judged and sanctioned by rhe state. Rose points 
out that “Ayatullah'"'* Muhammad tk-heslti:, architect of the Islamic Republi¬ 
can fany, divided denies by Their ideological purity rather than their skill iu 
(rsiJitiunul learning, and that KfifitrtCiil 1 ■■ 0 vl raiding. Cnn£Crai in all hiS Speeches 
lias been lot long-term, difficult reorganization of mass consciousness. One of 
Khomeini’s more eloquent statements of concern for Iranian self-respect is his 
]?J7y speech on rhe anniversary of rhe Mack h'Hday (S September 197S) .lalch 
Square tna.isu.LTL: 

. .. our problems and mirmn arc LaixaCili by losing otitScIves In Iran until some¬ 
thing has a Western name it is not accepted. ., The material woven in our fac¬ 
tories must have sornerhioir in rhe larin xcripr in ics sleeve edge*.. .. Out writer* 
and intellectuals are also ‘‘'Wes torn cared" and so are we. ... We forget our own 
phrases and the word itself, hasterners have cempktdy forgotten their liiKior. .. 

As long as you do not put aside these imitations, you cannot be a human heinp. 
and i'ndepeiideni... . 

An ar I pawned he.irr cannot Brand by silenrly and watch while traditions, ami. 
honor are trampled upon. An enlightened heart cannot see its pepolt' be:rtg drawn 
towards baseness of Spirit Or watch an, silence while indmdti.ik aroihld Tchixn five- 
in slums. 

The serond cortsmandmenr which Gnii gave to Moses was ''remind people: of 
the Days ot God' 1 ... some day* have a. particularity. The iLiy that the great 
Prophet of Es.ana migrated to Medina ... I he day that he COIKpjCted M-OPt*. ■ - ■ 
The day-of Khawarej,., when Haw« Ali unsheaiThed his sword and did away with 
these oorrupr and ca.ncerr.us rumors . . . the fifteen-rh of Khoidad !5 Junf IS4J1 
whim a people sco::d against a force. and. they did Kjnic'liLii.g vdiieh cailftd * .llinxr 
five mouths of martial law. EJul because the people bad no power, they were not 
c inrun I limed,. rhey were nnr awake, they were rieie.ited.... The seventeenth 01 
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Shahriyar '!t! ifpiemher 197H.I wat ani>ih-sr one of the l>.i^-. id (lixl v\ lien a people, 
ini'll wOhie V, young people and lildsr people, all trued up and. lit DrJrr to (.'.-r: the.r 

ti.j’.llTS, were martyred.A nation which had nothing broke a. force in -.urh .1 

way char nothing rrminiiedoJ ii hnply hu ideii, a nicifia rrhioil empire■ '! 2Jo 
yean., 2S(H) years of criminals was done- awaj. wiili - 

IWu ill at the speech uelHa.cs themes generally dertifled with non sh-m.il 

revolutionary spokesmen: the phrase ''Ut'cstoKific.nion" comes fr<nn .1 ..,11 

essay by Jala I Al-Ahmadi The theme of ninr.-icionMlK-n.il mi w.is pupn longed in 
The 1^7Us by f-ihamci, Jrawi on fioTtrr and I mi in. I hr rht-mr ,.d .-.I'viif ■ 
irerared iJays ol Cm id is a powerful Coiumgc-mL imjL.r derived I rum boili preach 
rig skids and literacy meiaphori/Utions ! which alw.1 provided power and pup .11 
larky lo Shariat i‘s formuLations). The themes of alienanof . 'i estoxiSeatiocf, .id 
false understanding of Islam mean to Khomeini rhw I ■ r* faced with .1 di-ep 
seated problem beyond any simple p" rural nr economic reconstruction 

[ hUr?! we have noted, when Ira-:; acincked Ir-.n .md President Hon 1 -S.=.iIr 
SUggRtStd releasing military prisiirini I frtnn pr ■ in to ti^ht, khuinrm n m nded 
the country that the revolution had riot hecii fought merely f$t eCOraiwnw well 
being, a differem political system, or territorial iriegiry, butt hu Islam. Ii the 
country could not be defended without giving thr army the hegemony of force 
Lt had previously used to oppress rhe people, then Iran was ‘im worth saving 
As he put it elsewhere: 


Once someone ashed Itiutn Allquesrion cemceminf the divine unity fun hi . 
fsittle war ahnnr tn begin, .mil he proceeded hmibwi .1. When .mother perron 
objected. L 'ls now The rime tor such, rhinpst’' hr replied. "‘1 hi-- is rhe rea-son rh.ir we 
are lighting Muawiya, not for any worldly gain. It is nut oar crur .trn cuprum 
Syria; uf whar value is byrin?' lAlgur, p. - 4 W 4 n| 1 

Hiicli transcendent Und long term attitudes iLT-wiirds trills prub tirls have pro 
vided practical politicians and interpreters of Khomeini iPmne Min stem. Pres-’ 
idenrs, leaders of the Islamic Republican Parry! with contradictory instruct m’s 
at rimes, ns well as with a certain inflexibility tow.irJ.ii pr.inm-inc issues I'eu- 
iiomics, Khomeini is -alleged to h,ivr said at lint pen nr, is tor (Innkeys. I.rgisln- 
lion, WC have seen, is an unnecessary activity: the nili" lit parliament ii merely 
to set agendas and tn oversee implementation: the la-ws themselves .ire d--. ine 01 
deducible from the Quran and the had it Is. This is nor senile obtuseness bat an 
1 usistHncf that details of administration are inconsequential, can be handled n 
any number of ways, os long ns over-all policy is rightly guided, and f,ij(h rh.-.c 
right-guidance ii eitheT mmmvely 1 :i:■ v 1 ■.:■ 1 □ nr simply d(.fitUd hy vmmihing 
with a few people who know the husie fans of a case. 

Thus, Khomeini was first Influenced to kill a land reform proposal which 
had been approved by rhe Revolutionary Council in 197 P; and mote recently in 
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IS®I, nftHT renewed interest in Parliament, Jir overrode the obfecrions of i]i« 
Council 4if Guardians and approved -Ik same proposal.* Of m-ort xLirldy, 
Khotnemi’s response to the public ornery at rhe early pace of exeeutions rik! 
the range of crimes for whkh people ivcie executed, led him initially uj direct 
that only Those who killed and tortured for rhe Shah be executed. But the direc¬ 
tives were ignored* and. Isis* ar minimum tacit, acquiescence since indicates that 
he st! 11 believes as he wrote- in Isfamii Govet/nttent. “Islam is prepared to sub 
ordinate individuals to die collective interest of society and has rooted nut 
numerous groups that were a source of corruption and harm to human society'’ 
!p. 3?:. The legal procedures and cavil fights protections nf Islamic law, nn 
which the example ol li:i:nn All is utlcri cited with pride by Shiiro in contrast 
to tliC aibittary rule Cif the Caliph Omar apparently do mil apply in n wiciEty 
not yet Muslim (alt hough Ali's. example vvim.il deny this .rx hix wax alto n pvTind 
or stTugglc ti» create :i Muslim .lociefjr!. 

Thar Ikhomeini nrderrxf a return try custnm^ry folk tfch ni ques of moiirnjng 
the martyrdom of Husain during Muharram ]9Bl is a further indication of his 
transcendental uther chim revolutionary concerns, fn Khomeini hod 

invoked the dtstlnction between passive weeping and active witnessing and 
fighting for Husain's cause, and so he called for suspension of flagellations, 
processions and passion plays in favor of political marches and mobilization 
against the Shah, By 1981 the revolutionary moment has passed foi him, and he 
is concerned with passive order, obedience to the regime, consolidation and 
stabilization, and has returned to his L943- defense of all the psychological 
devices which uid people in their belief. His television defense of mysticism (the 
lectures on Sura Fatihaj suggested rhae wliile all Muslims should strive toward 
spiritual advance, certain people are already Iuniter along and can sei ve ax lead¬ 
ers to the rest. 

perhaps too easy to point out ihat there i\ noihinp in this vision that 
y eornpjres with a notion erf polities as give and mice between conflict- 
juxt group interests within society. THeif is nothing in this vision that 
considers th± possibility iliac the hi is nuns nf nJrmnialtirmg xueiety is anything 
mnm thar, z ratlin icnl ducal I. Khomeini’s program, when it comes down tu it, 
consists of critique (nf colonialism, imperialism, monarchy, bureaucracy, coer¬ 
cion based on economic inequality, alienation through erosion of cultural 
authenticity and s-rtf-confidence}, of abstract moral vision CccwMtnjcted f rom tm 
dirionai parables, mystical philosophy, scholastic argumentation, and faith in 
the righteousness of Islamic jurisprudence}, and strategic defenses (the construe 
cion of such legalisms as maktabi, oiiayvi-i foqifo, a Council of Guardians, rev 
fcilutionary courts}. It is a valid expressron of (especially petit bourgeois) exax 
pc rations, and it lias claims to- universalistic values fanTi-impeTiahum, .social 
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justice, cultural authenticity]). As the example of tkc Imams sn vividly and tr 
kally demonstrated so king ago, this Is no* enough. 

Such Western critique may frame the tragic struggle of Khomeini fur tr-. But 
rhtrt also a tragedy from an Iranian philosophical point ul view u wdl. as 
can be appreciated by lumping Khomeini's lectures on Sura Far ilia with the 
work of Mullia Sadrs,"' Khomeini's philosophy draws deeply cm Mulls Ssdra. 
hath are inspired hy a vision of simultsnecMus progress in s-ucial Misfire and 
itral consciousness- finch see the rule of philosophical mysticism to he to inte¬ 
grate soriai nnnns [a scayr of rrhural agreement.rioting rncn -a i rh higher philo 
■.,:.j|jJ l i: - nI values, ami rhenehy to j^i % £-• soncTy a Jimnon teiMjrd deveh ipi Mg 
greater justice, equity, and fulfillment. Hnck maintain a creative tension between 
transcendent and ■:r-. 1 1: ary pctreutHin. Msn sijr^V l’ :, n at critical his'-oricil me- 
Lures when tliL-Tt verified tu lx 1 a pusvih-ihty Hit guLiing [i iblis inrr r .it r.iu.ii . md 
symbolv iff man's destiny. Hii: , ih (.Icti-.L«' htrraliir l lencs, md del: rh( I ij* .1: 

<>i mysticism. fvfallj Sudrj, however, attacks llr mitirm fh.it mu/tjhr.S.'i .1.’ 
tkififfocl should stave ainterpreters for the ignorant it i . whereas h!hiimeir 
has adapted it as the cornerstone ol his iiate policy. I Ir difference is ncu 
resolved if one considers Lhai Khomeini s distinction b-etwerti false clerics and 
those who understand [slain ri'iiphL paij.ll:-. SSi:ll.i '■■ j■. 1 1.1 s disc mil:ion Ixi wclii 
, rar.j 1 .,■ m:/ and 11 i-vi, r 1 .■ (enlightened mystics). Mu] la Sadrs keeps attention d:■ l ... .: 
on the goals, the understanding, and the strlvii g towards mar. ■, highc.it peitcri 
rial, The tragedy of Khomeini is that he has averted the a arc m :h<. relative 
strength or weakness of one man (or at best a council id particular men!, :hc 
fa,jib. Khomeini uni nrcnucm .illy has fulfilled Shaitan's charge of practicing 
Safamd Shiism, which would insrltufionalize the power of a c l til.iI pml'csvi id 
apd find justifications for traditional folk practices used to suborJmau- the 
masses fy thar power- A? Imam Ali put »t many centuries ago: : 

The people are dead cxccac the djir,i: the ulair.a arr dead except tJiuve wl . prac¬ 
tise ihfir know ledge; ali those who praet .ee their kimwledgr ire dead except rite 

pious ones, and they icc in great Conger. 
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J- Translation by MchJi ALx-d: from the tent in /•.-■iw,',;.:, Miiw. 1 ; I mat: 

(Teheran; Filfrenth of Klvordaii Publisher, iul . volume I, a. L. 

2. Thif essay compfeinentS arguments utleeady laid out in ]! ~Hccummg Mullah: 
Rellfetians on Iranian Clerics in a Rc^luriOriAty Age " feec i-,pma II ? pari three. I he 
Ayatullah as Allegory; A Walter Renjaminire Imwipncanofl of Khomeini's MfiruCusin"!. 





t T2 Pf&u&ftsof- ~i~\r .'.vA-ut m-iUricr<\K:r 

Irani™ Sfjidi'cr L.VL."1 ;19H0I: 1 \ "lUsm and (V Revolt of the Peril Buurjj.4UL-.it" JJlae 
rfjJui IIhJ iWiiwer I982j; and 3J Itati-. From Kf%iQmS LkipnU: ft Stwliiltoi ((.iam- 
hrUlgr: Ha rvurd liniversiry Pree-,, 1?®) 

3- fntam KIiciMrerhJ.. vol I. I he wiunyniwus- aulhcir is probably ShciJcJi MjlIi- 

rYl?d Itiii The work limits thfe-i rfpUblisheL m cne Henman chaprcr-nf The Islamic Kc-ji^e-nt* 
Association of North Ajmerieji, 

A. Gregory Rost. "VLlayal i Faqih: Al iennricn. Ideology and rhe Recovery nr IsUnvic 
liirntity in the Thought of Ayatollah Khomeini.." Paper pre-ctitred ro- rive Sof ; <iy for frO- 
niaai Studies, November I VS., p. ..f. 

5. '‘Islamic jnvEmminT ... is ciL-nsrirjricinal.. . norPOn^TItUrional in the eVrrtllt icnic 
(jf The word, ije., bated on rhe apjir-.T-y.il of laws in a-W-ordsnct w-ith the opinion *J ihc 

majority- it it TOiKtinniojid in the s#nst that the riders are aiL-cU. iu j, tectum su erf 
conditions -. ■ set forth ill llieNotle Quran arid the Sauna. .. Hamid A] ear translation. 
Isintir and fle'-ciV.-un.- Wri!m£t and Drchraiiais of tmum Khomeini (Berkeley: Milan 
Pros, ]SSl), p, 35, 

6. Compare again Khomeini ri 1S7fc "V-'hor cunneciiuii* do all the various .irrielet erf 
the Constitution, as well as die body erf Supplementary Law concerning ihe monarchy, 
rhe succession, and *» forth. have -.viih [slam? They are all opposed to Islam, rhe-y vinlave 
the system of govern mem and ihe laws of Ham.'' laid., p. 31, 

7. The hniiadcau; explains that nr rhe rime of Rnmjen.1i's dtarlu persple- interpreted 
“Hyhiillnh" to refer to ■']» RuhuUah," Jesus in his. manifeststion at the end of trine; and 
that this had confused people lone should Follow n<x lejeci propheisi and had akcnaied 
people from Buiujenii 

8. I huy arc irKtriostlt apostates ‘mOrtad-t !i!n, apostates by nature, ami thus] 
rhcir r J may br shed l.irjinhcW-e rfamr, whcrtt blood miy St waited,I f by a-nysMie . " 
(Itrha mortad-e filri va maMnr-e Jam f?atiand.} Apostasy is i capital crime. The phrase 
i7ja-.hdji.r-c dam implies rh ir rhere need he nu tnal or decision by a constituted authority, 
bin rhac anyone may perform the act on his own initiative. 

9. Mesh*d! Tus Publishers, fctfanci J.j-4 -9. 

10. TiansJatLosi by M-cKda Abcdi s'roni the tewr in TfnJigi IJamcis imam Kkomeitti, 
pp. 5a 43 . 

L I. hee his declarations :ci thr Hajj pilgrims- ut H'briMLry 6, 1?7L. md his nuSSjve On 
rhe 2.KI0 year celebrarions uf Ocrcjber 31. 1571 

ll Rose, "Vilflyar-i Paqih," p. I J. 

1 .3, "If rhe only proof 1 had wete one of rhe rrad rinns I have been tiling, 1 would he 
unable to subsrantime rtn> elaiii .'"Algar rranslarion, p. 99. 

L-3. Krxsr points out iha .1 iri the long rdiearsal of the argument From the hridirh, Khom¬ 
eini selects hadiih in collections from ihe late isia--.il period lespeckll y from the UV-soj! 
al Koia nf Amili] in preference to earlier COlLectibrte. ?.nd ihil by SO Joahg. he Can saU-Jjgf 
a crucial semeTce nut given in an early hadnh, and tan drop the lass part ;>i a hadith 
which h# ii^ev n a cenrral way (rhe txaqimtak ai Umar mn hb.nza.laX The abbrivu.icJ 
version in the WVwrJ irf-fliirf doe* hit; raise rhe issue of rhe fallibility of even the must 
piu-js anil sn-asi learned, -All issue centrally pwH by the full version in rhe classic collet 
tiOn ITjJ df-KilfS. Hose thus provide?? flier demonsrrsricKi nr Shariari's charge tSiu? rhe 
clergy, Lncludlng Kbc-iminr, lend I* praCtife a Sat"? 1 -id S.lm?m, S?‘kL Am.r Aryimand fur- 
thcr puiuts ul.t that Khomeini's Citati-Osi of Mullah AhiViOd N?fJWli a-; a precuMor is nor 
quite just, '■‘The biaie and Khomeini's Islamic Order." humtitr Studit* 13:1/4 (I'SStlX 
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15. 11 1 here ii not a 5tPg.lt rnpie i ii hum-in Is l-r for "huh blum h ■>■ ii-itl provided 
instruction uaid established a iwri'l ' .Aljgaf, j, ’ll I.. See a Iso I lie perugruph bcgirt-rng. 
"J-irK ihr lawi -of tlit jhari .1 effllmct i diverse body iif I**-* and renal .Mums. whkh 
amounts (u fl eonsplere SH-scial tywem.'’ J.A 1^.:r. p, 4>| 

16. “Becoming. Mulish.'" 

17. Scf "Islam and rhe Revolt of the Pei ire Auii rgn uvie " fiv .1 fuller si srinrui nr rbh 
_iiii|v : .i : . of rhe social base isl Khomeini's. appeal 

]g Mary Wnoglimd. "One Village ir ■she Revislurion" MTJtfP Heps. 'it Sn 87 Vlay 

]9, Set rhe June 2.3 and July 2(s, I9S1 issues of ban Tit.nsi 

20- "The Stare and Khomrini^ Islamic Order" Truiyi-ru Sntftet I VI H IcSSCli: iSl. 

21. [n pre-revalurionary Iranian Persian, "imjjr was ?entrjIE% rf.en.ed l.-r die 
twelve Imams. In Arabic, in Iraq, ".run' lervrd ai a lift equit alenr ct. ayamllah Shar 
Lari pros idea lern.rs a rationale fur using the tnle in Iran by comparing it in rht Weberian 
deli n iritis of char is ir.anc authority. In older philtsirp -i .al .i- iye. n Mulla -oiira r 
referred to a state of spiritual achieve menu. K h r-rrici n i in nally carthdli, c.i ;ir ned h ■■ 
official portraits, "Nayeb-e [mam' 'I.Aide to The Imartii. a nineteenrh-renrury title. 

22. His television lectures on Sari Naacar h.r-e been puhl ishcd by she Mi: iheddin 
under the title, fi„- Quran dur ajitjib *\V*|-h the Quran n ihe Hj:: khelc In :her 'ie 
difflinguishe! nneraph.-ysira! interpretations of tie Quran, from "heir everyday social mean 
iitgs. lie had previously published a somewhat cartersi 1 : rirrprccat::>ii "I ihr --ame Sura 
in fj.rfraj ur Qrirj.u :Ray t from the Quran and sa<-s hr modified his opinions while he 
was :r. prison. The Islamic Republican Parry refused to publish ihtst ralk-. anc instead 
issu:J a honk by Khomeini ii'iiy; The same title, 

2.V L.ecru.re .5 on Sura hat .ha IVKiJ. in A gar iranslat: n. p. 413. 

24. This verse has interesting populist implications which the Islamic Republican 
Tarry would lake to deny:We sent down with our Messengers thr bo it and the Hal 
once so that men Qjjr, the people] might uphold j'-t ilt. .And wr sent c m n ron. wherein 
is great might...." I.Axthur J. Arfcerry translation, JlV Koran Interpreted IbTrw York: 
OxJotlI University Press, IW'4 . p. 36T 

23. Ironicallv. the Juj cr prayer ol Imam bi|aii Juri noi ir.cn.Tion ihe I'mitvid but 
Only prays foe the soldiers of Cs.an Ir is Khomeini who draws rhe infrecrisc that s rtr 
ihr government at the time vsi> an Umayyiii (..uliphutr. the i-iyrr «•!% in ihriT defer-w 

26s Jndcrd or. 6 Khortlad 1 it. 13, Khomeini issued j f.iJir.- - in the Course of .1 public 
sporth ihit those who make lun of nj.iAf.ilii Muslims- air nr- r f„\i'-r ffe; anC m'jf’.JkT-:- 
tfdnr "!scf n.Sl: ' thtir is ites shall be forbidden to them. The: r pr-oert' -hi 11 lx 

seized and distriburtcd, and their rkxiJ may be'tastcJ Anonyincus. A.'-..- 

Rm Ddr Rif j r Kh.ri-.j ■ ] chcrun: Pol ititil CHhse. Kes ol 1 ;. ion : rs Guards. s I Slu h near ] h-/l 
p. 43;i. 

*7. Rme, "Vilayj.l i bi^th.” 

2@. The chapter on Mifliif in rjiitf-f Kufi ithr first of "he four colleciio'o 1 

ShLire Kadirh] givft blit hadith iOM wirli (w.) dUfcntlC ctatlW «f n .tn-(i iv,|-:.t Pc il. 
censuring blind eu^Jnf. Tmarn S^deq is J5keJ >0 one about rhe Quranic sf ,r which 
charjes |ews and Oifisrianr, with raising; rbrir r.thbis. anil pries-' tn rhe le.-e-l of dnin ry 
Asked :f this iiTrus, Imam S.tdeq replies, nett n rhe sense that they prayeii ts> these eaiisrs 
Or Lusted far them, hue in the sense rh.tr vs hen chese leaders allowed whir find had hsr- 
biddeti and forbade whar 1 l e had perir.itsed. the Jews and ilhrLttianx had IciLloweii rheir 
dticpliciliun: rhr misled .s ax guilty a- ihe mirdeader, you who practice tuuiVu beware. 
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I he other hjditli COmlernlH (.he Morf«li Ij hUnliii: ^roup which be] Lct-icd that Faith atone 
would bring, salvation! fw image icing ck«®>yc tmjInS. 

J.9. A rirle acquired iLank< ivs rhe revolution. 

in. Drafted ay Re:a EscjlianL, then in the Ministry «s) Ag.rirul.niTe,, i? wcr.ild lidisrrih- 
uih L'anii niidiso-ncd Ify revolutionary cuiirrs,; II distribute urn cultivated land: and, 3! dis¬ 
tribute fames above a certain s-ief Llt/CHiid ini' to local conditions determined ay u eCMinCiJ 
of seven, Tire thud if- the (xwi[f*eerstal prcviaicri. 

3-1. Srtfjfpfttallf rh? new inrrqdterrinn and i,/ii-.l.iia by J-UP'iCS W M-pn s.. TJjfi Wif- 
d»M of thn TfcrBJiri A* IntroJuctioH io the PhUtunphy of Malta .Kjidrci. Princerrai I'ni- 
veixiiy Pr«s, IVSl. 

32. The rirsr poem in ,4li lita Ain 'ivltb. 




FIGHT 


M u h a rn m a. d 1 qba 1 
and the Islamic State 

JOHN L, ESPOSITO 


Muhain mad Iqbal II873-1 WSJ poet. pin lo^iplicr. lawyer. pul r e-a' ihirkcr. .nul 
Muslim reformer is .1 dominant figure in twentierh-ceinury SsLiin h i r furrv 
years since hisdesth, Muhammad lqh.il ctsntmne' to he iinpnrr.-n- n-.-r m-k m 
South Asi 3 bur lkn iin rhe VI lillc Kilt.' Arab writer 1 . ■ r- -it ihc lare ^.1 I Qiuh 
hi fill' OQnt?mp^irj|(y Stkdiq al-Mjilidi airkraiw Ifd^r his influm: l> . Si -.l ir -,U' i:' 
in PerSuin :tv well ;l-, Urdu ;in-.l Eugli-di. his wnhnyjs WCr£ alsti .iliL'siMs tu li.' 

iiian Kioftnccs such lit All Shniinii. a hero and uMulogiK of Iranian youth and 
[he Islamic left dating [he Iranian revelmi™. 

Writing during rhe cjrly decades el this oetwiity, Iqbal showed Ins peiccp- 
TLveneH and genius In identifying and -add re'-' iij! many nf rh. : po -• U-n •- 1 d 
(ownni That chaTaereri^i' The con: em -,or 1ry Islam 1 itvn I: dtsi us .. mu 11 
with I he Wr.w tempi? re-:] by .1 ri'togri i: ion n! il\ st icncir. iris rei hi id ■(: ■ .1 
acCoiv.plivhiriciith; JW an ness iii cliL pri'isaij; uut/J lor tilt renewal of M.islin 
society through a process l>J rciaitcrp rotation .rid idoari affirari jl itm of the ini', 
gral relationship of Islam to politics and society: espousal of an hkmk .liter 
native and reaffirmation of rhe transnational character of the Islamic 
community, 

Iqbal'g poetry hnc miivti.l maLlinns; jhis lilt m.d wort have lnspire-.i i tern k 
lliouSiinds of IjuoIls and JrliCltri ill well ;iv Iqhjl MiLictits .ini lourn.J-- Hec-ucu 
of liba statute as spiritual fat he 1 of Pakistan and ihc pupiJ.iutv uf his puutry 

among educated and uneducated alike, political activists and Mohr.idles 

tnals of every persuasion have sought to proclaim him as their source and 11 as¬ 
ter. Indeed, heeause of Iqbal's widespread influence upon such divergent groups 
it hrCLHtleS necessary Til return Carefully to his writings in ruder tci diLciuKuish 
Ids thotlghf front lliaL fit [host- w'lici claim his influence. This ■,£udy will d<?m 
onstrare the relevance of Muhammad Iqbals thought to the cu- lunpu-iin 
revivnJ of Islam, focusing on his understanding of rhe nature and purpose - A 

li tunic society nn.'. how Such a society niighy >“ re.iliT.eil rc\i.iy 
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L-ilc-c many of roJoy's Islamic reformers, Cqbai, in his education am] experi¬ 
ence, reflets T'i ich Western .-and Islamic in fluent es I If was among the first Mus 
linns hi do Sfi. fiorn in fsijlkot in ihf Punjab, Lt|h.:l received art early classical 
Islamic education and studied at the Scotch Mission College in Snlkor, In ]SV5, 
111 went to Lahore where lie pursued graduate work and tauy.hr philovophy .ir 
Government College. There he met ,md studied with T. W Arnold, noted Brit¬ 
ish Orientalist. With the encouragement and snpporr of Arnold, Iqbal traveled 

ten F.itropi? in ]9flS where hr iTudird .it Cnmhnd^e wirh K- A- Ntcholson, 0 Spe - 
ui.ili.-.c in Sufism, and the ts'ew He|$ulian, John M. F. Ml 1 .lyjvrr. Iqbal then stud¬ 
ied ici Heidelberg and Munich, where be completed his doctorate in 1908 wirh 
a dissertation etitiiled The Devtiopttteai of Metaphysics m Pit sin. 

After returning to Lahore in 1908, Iqbal taaghr briefly. However, for must 
of his life, his profession was the law, and his passion, writing prose and poetry. 

Iqbal's writings, spurned by his deep concern for the crisis of Islam in co-i- 
minpiurnry jxicirty. wen; indehred tn twii prncipal xnurret: his Islamic heritage 
juJ the Western phiLusuphy he studied at QuriLiridge, He. if. ILtn;., ,.rn: Munich. 
His writings reflect the influence of the Quran, hadiih, and Muslim thinkers 
like the great jurist Elm Taimiya, the Indian reformer Wall Ailaii. and the 
renowned Sufi sage Jalal ltd Din ELunni. Hts selective, eclectic use of Western 
materials reflected the influence of Bergson and .Vk Taggart. Iqbal’s synthesis of 
Fast and Wssr may he seen in his dynamic concept of the self which is central 
tn his teaching and hat been desCTthed hy M. HvSitjeeh as 

... an mtegrutLsI conccpi of the Self, fusing together the sell's passion for union 
wliIi Cod, the idea of dyitaine-nn expounded by Bcrg-ieui, LliCyicpuig for adf-asset- 
tion which was rh-e philosophy of Nimtehe, and the Shariah of isUm. 1 

jf.tJarurL Society 

Drawing upon his Islamic heritage and Western studies, Muhammad Iqbal 
responded tn the weakened condition of Indian Muslim wsciefy, which he 
viewed with deep nsnctrn. Iqbal lived amidst .1 .Vlmhm minority which had. 
once ruled India but which now Hu; J oy-existence nor only with a Hindu 
majority but also with British colonial rule. The proud days of Islamic ascen¬ 
dancy were no longer- FurrfiermciTe., he believed char! lindu iutellectualism and 
Sufi pantheism had '■everrly leasmed the Muslim Community's capacity for 
action. He viewed the quietism of the Indian Muslims as a radical departure 
from she true spitir of Islam. that ol dynamic movement and creative evnlnnn-n. 
Rejecting the static universe of Plated and those aspects of Muslim mysticism 
wh'iLh denied the iifhrrn.ihnn of the self m thL world.. 3qL:.il, basing In iiitll on 
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the Quran, deve toped u dynamic '^feUotischauuHg in his. theory of selfhood 
(Lgohoud) which embraced 3II nf real icy, <df, <oni*ry, .imi God. 

The individual '.elf, th« onsir mmpone nt ill Muslim vestiely. enjoys j special, 
eK 3 lied 'intiis. Hollowirj^ Lilt Quran IS. 2 z:V..'. I i|hul ensphasuced ri.m s . hief end 
or mLSMLiTt as Gad's. vicegerent. It is rhe Muslin: s God-given task in tarry out 
His will on e-arth: 

... thii world of colour and sceni is your err*pery—grain hy grain gwifarr rbt- it'Ach 

fruin ils soil, f*l«Hi-lik*«i» your pt«y c.ns ■ >i ,i. sk -v. w ■ > -■ ^ ■■ nil its 

..I ,-: i.i Take Ii^hi Imm ynur-.ftr and scr ir nit ihrr- . .. hns uur a new 

world rn your own desire. 1 

Man must mould rhe m.irrer ill rlit - universe in spaiL-timr tri sk.1 ;*■ and dircor 
the forces 4 iS nafiirr.' In Shis sense, man shares in an onyjoinR pmrcw of creation, 
, „. inasmuch ;ls ltc helps In bring order tfSIO .1: least a jsurtiun of the chans.' 
For Iqbal, I tied, rildn is t he com 11L1 Ltcd Muslin belies ft I'.'non.-n- who .lsVUIVvs 
his Quranic ally mandated resfrom-iibiliry for elseso -r k! and endeavors t< * pn due-:- 
rhe model society which is to be emulated hv nr hers, M id m and new Muslim 
alike- Self-ce-sh 7 nTlon and prryrinnl Jial Hi I riLm r riei's-,-. ran th,' Mi:dim\ xiK’i-'r.t 
involvement. In Fiimjir r Bekkudi fTfe Myztctati 1 if ScifSmTrcii), li|bjl 
describes the -.d D, ii bLiuush |j to society: 

All his | man 's I nature is enttiiirrd 
with mil mdiiu lily. 

Yet Only ill Society hr lirtds sec-un-tv 
and ■p-foset virion. 


And again we read: 


The I i 11V that hi nda 5 «tic 1 1 n-is idim I 
To rhf Society .1 .Mercy s. 

FT5 rriiwr Sell in rhe {'(immunity 
A kne achieves fulfill rnenr.- 

Due to his stn iTjjr need and desarc 111 r assoc i.sri lit:, the 1 in In 1 dual tesrni s r h n h.iv c 
ilrrit of the jsoj i'TcJ f !. L 'edits m unity, nation!. All interdependence exists between 
the two: rhe individual is elevated rhrough the community wliile the cummunity 
is organized by individuals, in mystical language, Iqbal spoke ot the individual 
losing his '"self in the community and thus discovering ehnc his personality had 
become JH embodiment ot prist tradition.-, and n bridge between hr pgsr anil 
future: 


Th like a dr>;,p which, seeking to expand, 

becomes an ocean Is is strong and rich 
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Jn aniiciit ways, ft NlitfOt <J the J'jk 
At io ihc Piminf, and rhe link between 
What it to ccwne, and '.vli.n has jjitWK before. ' 


THE ISLAMIC STATE 

The human need for sonny is snrisfied by Is lam. for i&ie Muslim, Islam, it more 
than i creed: ir i* his community, his nation., the Incus its whtch he will ariaijt 
hi* tnw i ncLivid^i^lity (Se[flhnEid.l. lC Thu bliinui: tommunity fir mmtzh) is ft society 
based up cm Lommon belief. However, i! ejLConi piLvce*; mure than chi' Tinriorc n f 
religious community at understood in the Judeo-Christian tradition fnr it 
includes the notion of die state at well. There is do bifurcation uJ the spiritual 
and the temporal. It it not correct to speak of Church and ime at rwo sicks or 
facets of the same things for Islam is a singe unaralyzaJble real its ‘'which is one 
or rhe other as your point of view varies,” 11 

[ he purpose of the Islamic etat? is to tale Islamic principles and endeavor 
to Tii.. •■sb them in a definite hum.Ln organisation in history. Rasing himself upon 
the Prophet a saying. '‘The whole of this earth it a mnscjufi,’' liqhnl Could aaseU 
Lhae in Islam: ‘All that is secular is therefore sacred in rhe roots of its being” 
for “All this immensity of matter constitutes a scope for the self-realization of 
spirit.'™ 

The twin pillars of Islamic star? and society are the prophethood of Muham¬ 
mad and, most importantly, The doctrine of tenfold. Muhammad came as the 
final mt ‘‘5epl’ of sdl th<; prophets +md taught the community that 

r.iilh which gives it unity. I hi:-. Iqbal wrote in his Ji.Krtaif.i-t ftithhiid?: 

,.. Through liis- wisdom flows the lifeblood or the whole conumwiiry-... His was 
the breach rhftr gave the people life . .. his ApiMrler'hlp brought enrsrord id our 
purpose and nnr goal !. 1,1 

Muhammad was iwjtynly Gud’i messenger but alsv the mcidcd nr exemplar 
fi>r the Muslim ertimmunity. Indec::.. Ims Surma had become normative. Tradt- 
tLons (hadiih) about the Prophet's words and behavior from earliest times had 
been preserved and collected and,, with the Quran, had provided The material 
sources of Islamic law- Moreover, ir was Muhammad who had served as the 
I 1 tit phi*':-‘statesman of the diLrly Islamic community at Medina. As such. lit 
reflected the union of religion and stme In bis life. Muhammad, who came to a 
world of men subject to temporal and spiritual tyrants, refected The privileged 
class, priesthood and caste alike, and founded a society based upon freedom, 
equality pn J brotherhood- 1 * 



Ml/HAMMAD !Q8*L ANO THf i. VIiiT 5 M ff 




Tatvbid, the "'Unity »f God, ‘ affirms cK l* radii. i. mrtnrttheUrn of Islam (..ini 
is, inc; there arc no nr her igojdx anil lunhing else should hi - valued in i f is ril.u'f. 
The Islamic dt>ftnr1C rtf IHwhid extends to .'.II iif irr .(.lun. fur ihf ( rentiu sus 
C-SJII’i anrl giiYtiriS j]L uJ His Creation. f heccfotti Cod s will s hi !*■ Tr.dmnl m 
every .urea of lift, hli 1 Iqbal, Ltti-bid is the principle [bill brings the community 
to^tlier, ihe- source of its equality, solidarity, and freedom: i<tn btd "is the soul 
and body of our Community.'' 1 * Such is its force that the community rd lu-1 rvers 
is as a brotherhood of equals (regardless of race, national m geographie origin 
Sharing in one speech, one xpir r and one heart ,,r ' I In- eery unity ut ili-.ughi 
should serve as the motivating Wee for action le.ii.ln-. 

Gcxi's will iti space-time 

The constitution of the Islamic state, reflecting the doctrine ■ ■! i.tir h-i, mwis 
upon two basic propositions: the supremacy of timis I aw rho and the 

absolute equality of its members. Islamic aw is a. compryberixive law w M k-’n 
provided rhe blueprint fur Muslim unriety. I h, law <■ n.L'onsp-i.Mcd • | areas ■,I 
I ife: duties of <,J«d (e- r. , wtirsh ip, fact i ng, pi I.Lri in.ig- an j di res ir. si km iti civil 
criosinaly ao-J family Law.!. 

from rhe ninrremtli Century On, Met m Crtunlriev, under ihe influence ill 
colonial rule, adopted Western I.F.uri ip>rn 11 ) inspired lig.il cndrv, .lolI thus with 
rhe exception of family law, Islamic law wa.v displaced. In Ihv' Indian sidiLon 
tinenr, the inferaetirtn <British ami IvlamiL law :n (he nineteenth Century pro 
duct'd AtlfflvMuhammiutan law. Again With the exception nl Muslim family 
I jvy , Bnlish bust'd nxlcs ill civil, {litHlIul, and penal law WCK eti.klL'J. Ljbjl. 
MVl Islamic revivalists indjy. recognised tliL need in rudid the centrality of 
[slain ic law to the unity and Ilk of the Mas I m Cutniti unity: 

When a t ammuniry furxakri its law 

Irs |u.rr( are severed, like rhe scattered Juvc. 

The being; o i the Muslim rests alone 
On law, which is in tru:h the inner cure 
Cli the Apostle's faith. 

In 193“,. m a letter to Muhammad Ah J nnah. the kadfer of rhe Muslim 
[ eague and rhe founder of Pakl'-Tfli', Iqbal srressed rhe irr pore, rice cif ]■, ami c; 
law ah fundamental to rlir survival of hlarr and rhe bi as nr dunum, nicy ■ role 
.ih a political and moral force in li-nur heavr Asia. F.nfnrcemeait HI ihe law 
required i Muslim state: "... endorsement and development of the ii.ir ah rtf 
Islam ih impossible in this Country without j free Muslim ^ate lit hi ales." * 

Iqbal's second basis for Islamic state and society ih absolute equality, room-d 
in the doctrine of taivhid (unity of God) and the mission of ihe Prophet and. 
h-ased upon the Quran !$, 43:131, The noblest among you are those who fear 





wjv) fkjnhrs <yr 7> tf ..t.v-vr fisuftcevcie 

God most. 1,1 Any morion of aristocracy is inimical to Islam. father, Islam is a 
unity without class distinctions established thTcmj^h .a common faith or con vac 
cion. ]qhp| saw rhiv principle of equal i I y, which giver the indi vidua M’.islim a 
seme of "hi:-. “inwJnl puwcj.” as rise source of Muslim political piiwcr. The early 
history of Islam which saw the Muslim community emerge as "the greatest 
political power in -Jw world” provided validation for this belief. * 

Surveying eanwmpr>rn.ry Indian Muslim ,(>eiety, Iqbal msinr.iinr'd rh.nr it was 
this (.imi "^LeviitiOn id LaiC dowil-rroddeik ' that should be Lhe ytLrel xi lurre «f 
Muslim power. However, lie found just die opposite ro be die case. The Mus¬ 
lims: of India had, in fact, "'our-Hindued the Hindu himself 11 by developing a 
double caste system; religious (sectarianism) and social. The remedy for tills sir- 
uatimi h rliea, must he a return to the true egalitarian Spirit of Islam which tran¬ 
scended all distinctions, Wahhabi, 5hia, or Sunni in Islam. 

Iqbal 's central emphasis upon equal iry and brotherhood led to his conclusion 
char democracy was the mot: important pdiricul ideal m Islam. For this form 
of government (rooted in the Islamic principle that the interests of Islam are 
superior t( -► fhnse of the Muslim! allowed man the necessary freedom lo dev ehq, 
all the possibilities uL" his nature while Limiting his freedom only in the interests 
of the community, 

This democratic ideal, which existed for the first thirty yems of Islamic his¬ 
tory. had disappeared wirh Islam's jxslitieal expa-rdon. The fostering of this 
democratic spirit is one uf the duties of Lae Islamic community which historica! 
circumstances had p/euented. Iqbal praised England for embodying this "'Mus¬ 
lim 11 quality: 

Democracy fwhiehl has been die great mission of England in modern times ... it 
is one Aspect of (mr own pnl'rira'l ideal rh.sr :.s he n|; worked out in n. It is ... the 
spirit of the British Umpire- that maxes it the greatest Mu.urnmadin Empire in the 
world.- 1,1 

HtswevCr, Iqh.d s TtCuyiiitmii t>f democracy as jn idcoi form should itot be 
equated with a wholesome acceptance of democracy as it existed and functioned 
in the West.* 1 L le believed char the success. of a democratic system was contiii 
|renf upnn rhe preparedness tjf its mrmh^rs. A ctemncrntiC SySteiri might be less 
than -Je.il given lIic LOtisticuentv of the society. Thus, EqboL did nor accept the 
absolute democracy of undeveloped individuals. This ls ar che hrarr of his crit¬ 
icism of modern Western democracy; Democracy is a system where people aie 
COUnted but not weighed.' 33 

The existe nce of a society whose members are undeveloped individuals into 
sixated for Iqbal rhe guidance of great leader* isupermen): '"The ethical training 

uf biiTnam-ry is really the wmlc of y;reat peTSonidiLieS, who appear, from time tt> 
time, during the course of human history. 1,11 
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The idea, of a superman or I'erfecr M.in it nm :i tuiiilly jlcv, loiic-iq.i n rhe 
history of rhnvighr. Ir w.^ a fnvnr re thu:ne of NsCtiaChe in the West ,md had 
also heen taughr hy Muslim mystical meiaphysiriaru, as the "perfect man” 
r»ujw-i H-wmi#., like ifm Arahi. Rumi. and ji 1 All were men who mlfucrvced 
land's riioughi and were praised in his poetry,” Mmvever, Iqhal did nor limply 
follow illt”r thought Uncritically, Rather:* nra Lyuthcm resulted: I lie fwrfcLi 
and godly man of Raimi embrace rhe superman 11 ilu- unbelieving Ah'KwSk- 
and becomes [he lqKalian m.in 

For Iqbal, the ulral Muslim is ihe Qitranic ‘'man of bdiel " (mard-i-mumim} 
rir the “perfect man" (irtutn-i-fiUfttH) called. 10 realize his full potential in Mus¬ 
lim society. Eqhofs goal was a democracy of "more or less unique individuals, 
presided over by the most unique individual possible- ' Speaking of ike mne racy 
at the inosr important aspect of tni 1 Islamic varre lid rhi onr hand mil yet rei 
by supermen OTl the Iither created an apparent ki-romiscene;, .;■■ when Iqbal 
wrote: 

terp sway from DefiuxTacy: Kulkov the I'rvfi,.: Man. 

Fur die intellect uf two hundred aisesCuiiiKK bring h>rth > tingle min's draught. 

However, as p:Ci u,i)l? noted, for iq'rva'. rhe functit -mug of a rru‘ democrat it 
system was contingent upon The preparedness of individuals and was always 
subject to God's law. Given rhe decay of the Muslim community, the demo¬ 
cratic ideal in Islam was an deal yet to be realized, I bus, the need for the guid¬ 
ance of a great leader Unfortunately. Iqbal does nut suggest law in a modern 
state rhjT leader would gain power- t he "perfect man'" of Islamic mysticism 
applied to The prophets as well as the Snh aim KtjJi "fnen,:'' ,>f {.ml Mow, 
rh>s concept is to fimriion effectively regarding The political leadership of 'he 
Muslim cntfimunity remain* -.m.inw.creiI. 


WAH AND rhACE 

The preservation arid protection ol the Islamic state juJ a desire- iu n \pond iu 
Western perceptions of Islam as militaristic necessitated tqbalk o moderation 
of The question of iihad He denied the claim that jihad represented j:i e>fkns:a e 
attack of the Muslim community for self-aggrandizcjncni. Returning to the 
siiurcn, of Islom, hr argued That a|| the wars u aged under rhe Prop lift Muham¬ 
mad’s leadership were defensive. 

Moreover. while defensive war is permitted, aggressive warfare :s contrary 
[O the tjera:;. ‘ The imly iiisNli.ihh- excuse for warfare is rue exa r.inin of tiiid-. 
not the acquisition of laud LIT Liny nther emi 
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W.ir good it irs object Cjud. 

II (.jud Ik nut exalted by Our swords. 

War dishonours ilis people. .. 

WJiow shall drew the $wnr4 for flunking. except Allah, 

LI in sward L shcuheJ in his. own hrenw. 1 ’ 

Contrary to the Western caricature of Islam as n "religion of holy war" Iqbal 
maintained that atcurdi-ig to the Quran ii is a religion of peace! 1 All forms of 
political and social disturbance arc condemned .. . the ideal of Liam is to secure 
social peace at any cost."* He concluded that any attempt ai social change 
through ch-e employment of violence is impossible and .approvingly cited Tar- 
tushi-, a Muslim lawyer fmm Sripiri, who h:ul written: "Forty yeans of tyranny 
are letter ihari one ysai 'll anarchy.' 11 

Iqbal did not discuss the criterion for implementing Lis Islamic .ikJ of a just 
war. Since governments often use religion ro justify waging war, how does the 
Muslim determine that the real motive is Allah' More importantly, if "war is 
givscl. if its object is God," then hnw ;ii,tify "social peace at any oust ? The 
Answer may lie in Iqbal's iiiieirtioii Lfi zCSpord to ihe distorted picture rtf Islam 
presented by its European critics. He was responding to the needs of Muslim 
community or that Time, One can only wonder what he would say to those 
Islamic movements today in Afghanistan, Iran. Pakistan, Egypt, Syria who 
argue that the establishment and/nr preservation of Islamic society requires 
political and social upheaval, 

IDEOLOGY AND THF. MOD RUN ISLAMIC STATE 

Iqbals understanding of the Islamic state as a corn in unity whose membership 
is bared on common religious belief and whose purpose is to realize freedom, 
equality, anti brotherhood In history led quite logically to h™ rejection of ter 
ntona! nationali.Srn as contrary to the universal brotherhood CitubhiiicJ by 
Muhammad: 

Our Master, HeeV.g fro.n his fatherland, 

Resolved; the knot of Muslim nationhood. 

His vrisJuin founded (m* Cuiciniuritly 

The world ire parish—on The sacred charge tn civilised 

Iqbal rejected any understanding of the nation-state as u foundation id the 
Islamic corn manity. Nationalism was ljic tool used by colonialism to dismem¬ 
ber lii e Muslim world: "to shatter the religious unity of Islam in piec«- 7,,i Its 
results are the estrangement of man from his fellow man, the disunity of 
nations, and the separation nr TehgLim arid politics that had led TO the downfall 
of Christianity. 
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111 '‘Polirical Thought in hbm, ’ l<jh:il tv roll: rh.iL Lhf "ixilirit.il :de.il of Mans 
consist* in (he oTisttimi of a people born or aire-c fusion of .i.I races and rurum 
alitks’ ,M The inner cohesion olf ihit community issues not from geographic or 
ethnic unity hut from che unity of its-political and religiiiMs ideal. Mernhmh-.p 
or ciiiiMiship is based upon a oed.irntmri of "Nkr-niLndednevc'' whkh Termi¬ 
nates only whew this irontli(ion has ee/aSud Inexist. I c-rriei itiI y, 11st' [hljmiL' |■■:lirv 
\ rr.incn.atifn-jiil, embracing Llir whole world. I hough LMt Ami? .illiinpl to esljfc* 
ILth such a paii-lslamic order ihrough coiiqursi failed, its establishment -.ill 
rcsruins an Ldeal to be- realized The ide.il Mamie ^r.ire d<ic*. in fact, exist in 
gcnti form; 

The if. of modern poll Iical CnnnnUiiit'C^ fillih expre^iorn. i .1 ■:.1 r :«■ n’ In 

tumni(i:i inuitmions, Law and Govern nviu, and rhe v.i riosi. .d rude*. 

,, . are continually expanding to i<aueh one another. M 

Meeting The objections of those fear The loss nf mdivuli a I smtcs' sover¬ 
eignty, Iqbal pointed out That ch v need 11 nr ncriir vnee the mtuctuit of rhi 
Is In mif state will he determined nor hy physical fiance but hv the spiritual forcr 
rjf ji common ideal. 

A11 - h ■: ;< u 1: Ii]h:d lad devoted .1 gucxl -.Ic.'.i I uf Ins til nl i; mid w riliu g to 1 :iS 
understanding of iht political iheoiy nj Islamic SOCUIy and had tX'jleiseJ a p.lit 
Islamic spirit, lie realized time the exigencies of his lime- ncceV’ rated adapiatii »n 
and patience: 

In order to creaiea really effective puliiicul miirjr nf Mam. il Muds-n coimtiiec 
muST lust become inrifepeeidkmr. arid rlien 111 rlii ir :,:t.V i•. rhn-v '‘inulii i.mge ihri : 
jclvn under rhe C’-iltpjh. Is such ,1 fhinp. posoblc ar rhe present •w..!»!eni- Il new 
rixlay, cane mint wsie.^ 

rhus, for bqbali The Muslim errmm unity must pursue an iirimediaTr is we 
;l? .1 long nsnyye.'^ 011 1. h 1 rssL, tatli Muslim nation muit gain its mdupencLene-T, tiirr 
L 11 Git itself and pur its own house in order. Tins would brine each in ihc 
strength and power necessary to realize the second goal, to come together /.tit: 
establish a living family of republics whose unifying bond went Id be their ccun- 
myn Islamic spiritual herirage: 

lr seems m me That Clod is slowly bringing hcniic rn 11 s rhe rrurfi rh.r Mam is 
nritlier Matitinaiism hot Imperialism but a L.i'igue oi Nil inns which reengnixr 
: 1 c - 1 1M' 1 jI btiundariLS and racial liistiorticmsat reference only aid nor fi>r rc-irricring 
tllf SCCiSl hOrAOn or’ Iti- members . 1 

The poet/philosopher, applying the logic of his thought to lib own Indian 
Muslim situahnm, concluded that the Muslims of India were in danger of losing 
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lh^ freedom necessary tor development. As i i-.>l p.'-.l earlier, 1 l | H .1 1 maintained I hilt 
every Muslim needed the Islamic community for his development, While many 
advocated a secular Indian state to incorporate Hindu nud Muslim alike, Iqbal 
rejected any notion rh.st Islam lmuIJ Ih; reduced to a private crhital ccxle sepa 
rated fnirn cl i: Sueio-polilieal Sphere: 

The religious Meal 'if Islam, Tiherefijre, ii organically related (0 ilie scs-i.i! order 
which it h.’i created. The rvivmc:i erf the one Mill evenriu.lly involve 1 lie- rejection 
of tlie ■otfur. D 

.Iqbal saw the displacement erf Ukrr.iL solidarity as a real possibility facing 

the Muslim, minority 11: India. 

Reviewing the history of India. Iqbal rccogni/jed that the Hindu and Muslim 
communities had guarded their collective existence and identities jealously :«nJ 
had shown no inclination toward absorption into a larger whole. Moreover, all 
attempts at di stove ring .1 principle of internal harmony had failed. Therefore, 
for Iqbal, communal ism seemed to he absolutely necewary for Muslim;, to pre¬ 
serve clictr identity and way of life; The Indian Muslin* is entitled lo full and 
free development on The lines of hit own culture and tradnioa in his own Indian 
Homelands.’"' He destin^uished this from a narrow eommunaltsm which 
deprecated orb-Et 0 immunities and their customs, fi-irr lc he viewed the 11711™ of 
Endian society as communal cm id not territorial ■.; i:-. in Europe! he could agree 
with Muslims' demand for the creation of a Muslim India within India. How¬ 
ever, Iqbal went beyond this resolution of die All-Patties Muslim Conference 
of Delhi and m hrs now famous "'Presidential Address’’of Iff December, I$.1(1, 
called for the formation of a separuie Muslim stoic: 

I would like rn s<« rhe rim;.ih. Northwest KuHirLer PtorincE, Sind and Baluchistan 
am.'.lgumj/icJ into a single Stare. Self guvt-rnmcnr wuh 1:1 or widhOul I lie B: iuT 
Empire, the fonrutlon of a eonsulukted NorLh-Weai Indian Muslim State appears 
rn me to be rhe filial destiny of rlie Musi ims, at l«er of Mnnh-Wesr TudiiT 

T5T.AM AKTl WEST FUN IDEOLOGY 

Using his Islamic perspective, Iqbal sought to assess capitalism and stx-mli mi, 
the two major ideologies dcraimatiiig the twentieth century and vying for puwer 
iii the Muslim world. His criticism of Western democracy followed from his 
belief char the Western capitalist system suppressed rhe individual and his 
growth and made true democracy an impossibility: 

The Re-iRncraric system of rhe Wes; is the lame old instrument 
Whose ehurdi ctmcain nu nc:re other than - he voice of the Kaiser. 
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'['he bcinuii thT Drip*.. «* dUiwintf h hi* dtiwc uri* mhe, 

Yrt yini tonsidf r .r tu hf the N l.un Peri of Litany.' 1 

,1 h.iI ,i,jrnin in I’Vr'.rnu Pso/ini (Z.cltfUf i-A/dirt,! WC rend: 

Of 11br 11 i 11> rj '■■ blood ':1r | -- .i' i 
I iKirmin ruble; iii.iK.r-, riir l.nnd, 

Tyrant aquife tu ..welt his ssedth 
llfsnl.Lres the peasantv tilth. H ' 

In The Ptlgmndjie of EiL'fniiy itht- fjbhi iVj.fr-.i Iqb , u r natc lv iii ds i i- Eili 
damental faults of capitalism and commun mti ti =■ rse the -..inn-: 


Both fail To leconnije rKr I decc if 
Mankind. The isiif for recjslurkm ihirir--, 

‘The- other for trihuie. they 're two in Ikranes 
Thar pulverise ita humnn kind.'" 

Hi condemns UlC gross material sin .Hid godlessness o* • u '• ‘i\ri m 

The simI (A borti i-n impatient and inwIenuiT, both nr rhero k i".*. nos Cod wtd 
deceive runn'c n:. Or.:- I !■. •.■■■ h»• pm:! lie: mr, rhe m he r hi :.i x.r nil .:r.:! in.in ■* r s.l i 
caught berweeii rheie ivm s;tines-. u 

Iqbal was .mtacted by several Marxist i l-.i^ iii^:-' luofat is ihcj exemplified 
l-slamic social priticiples. This exp ains his seemingly nafve cnthittiran mr tlht 
Russian revolution and hi-, t iration of the Stu'wt Ur n pm I Thu -.nun!: 
Islamic social principles could he applied in p-r.u rife n uuidt rn time- 

from the behas'KMii ct" nations ii appears tu me 

Fhal the rapid progress uf ftuss .i is nuL </• uhmi: gain .. . 

Perhaps at thi? I ini v 11 demonstrate* lilt truth 
Tliat is hidden in the words "Say: Tlx Sunplo. , “ !t 

It is important tu rtmcnilu-r ihslt lql-..l w .is not well versed in Marxist tfirory 
His socialist tendencies are besi understood within Iv.s own :el gienu tradition; 
his socialism was rooted In [slam'ssocial Teachings based on [slamk principles 
such as The equality and brother hood of he -evers and The weia welfare obli- 
gsfttcuii of all Muslims to their felkwv- believer* exemplified hy r hr zakst hi the. 
Wealth fax], Such ■!*!:!'■■:, cmiplud with in .-iiv-nre-ne ss ir the pnverrv iif rn.irs ir 
his fdlow Mudi-ri.s, rrnvud him to employ V. J:29 ullui in his poerry: 

Allah said to tlx Muslims “Let rlx soul use your Hands, 

Wherever you have osier needs p.isel"'* 
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TRADITION AND CHANGE 

kpaTs underlying ci.iillltij. which motivated and Informed j I of his thought, 
writing, and activity was [lie- revival of Islam. I le uv liiniscll as. standing, in the* 
greiu tradition of Islamic renewal and ndiinr and isiah] which stttCchc'd 

acrw« i hr - centuries and w;li epitomised hy men Such jk Muhammad Lbn Atib 
-i. Wuhbab, Stull Wali Al.ali, ftitd rilmEutl refoi mers l.hc Jamal nI-1Sj-n ah 
Afghani and Muhammad Abduls, These Islamic revivalists reformed then Mut- 
lim com in unity through che reapplicarion of the pristine principles of [slam do 
che -need t nf "heir ng£. Asa result rhe dynamic;, nut v* spirit of lslapi was real- 
lirimed while preserving ihaL which was essential, immutable. Tih.il', life-long 
jiLDeiLDioiL was do cull for ami contribuDe do the development of a new Islamic 
synthesis for his age. The title of one of 3iis last works, I'he Hecwfslfwcrioei of 
Rpiigrons Thought itr lf{em f summarises his purpose quite clearly. 

Iqbal asserted the need fOr ::-i ■! 1: perm aitence and change in a living, devel¬ 
oping Islamic state, a belief which originates in his interpretation of the Qur 
ante view of God and its relationship to Islamic society. Cod! or Ultimate Ego 
has creative, dynamic life which is both permanent and changing. Iqbnl under- 
vttiod Creation fti be the enfolding trf the lirineT piistihilirius of ificsci (Ultimate 
Ego) in a single and yet continuing act: “The Ultimate Ego exists in pure dura 
lion wherein change ceases to be a succession of varying ani tudes, and repeals 
its true character as continuous creation.'" 17 

If rh is «l nment ni permanence and yet change is tTue of God, the "ulnmare 
spiritual basis of all life," then it musL he true at every level of His creation. 
Thus,, rhe Islamic way ot lile as found in the shariah* the blueprint for Muslim 
society, is itself dynamic and open to change Iqbal rejected the centursrs-long 
tendency ijf rhe majority of Muslims to view law .as hired anil SFLcrn saner. the 
Qura:i legal principles were nut l:.u up: l hcusive and Lhus ,L the early doctors of 
law taking their cue from this groundwork evolved a number of Legal sys¬ 
tems. . ■. Hut wttli all their comprehensiveness these systems -ire after all indi¬ 
vidual intCrpietatirKni nnd ;iS Such runniit claim any finality.”** All hough the 
eternal, immutable principles oJ the sf.wiuk are necessary for the regulation of 
its collective life, yet tfie Islamic state includes a principle of change by which 
it can adapt itself to nil the possibilities arising from that which is “‘essentially 
nLHjbilc in its nature."* 11 This principle of rniivciucnt is ifiibtiii. The tailurc to 
appreciate and utilize iftibad was judged by EqbaL as the cause for the immobility 
of Isfom during the preceding. JOO years. While acknowledging the idle of 
liI atria (religious scholars) ui the past, ha blamed [ham for the conservatism 
which had characterized Islam since The fall of lSaghdad (USA). With their 
acceptance q( the diettirn : I he drier of litibed Is closed^" these tell prctclaimtd 
scholar-guardians of Is-lant, wlio had developed Lhc schools of Islamic law and 
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[Ilf system of -r 1 1 1 . 1 i 1111 ■ ■ i, stopped n dynanv-r p merits of rrintErpretitiiin usd 
rr.ippl - ,cation of liLarcl ic prirtCipliS In ric.v s tyjtnins. 1 hi'y m lti 1 a i tent 1i j serve 
vimpLy as the picftciBf—perpe timers- of established cfadiriottL Indeed, while 
ijiibad had been accepted in theory by The Sunnis "in practice ir hat always 
been denied ever since t"hr establishment of die scho.. s, in.i'mudi » rhe idea of 
•COnrpleT? iilikjJ is hedged round »y cim dirririt which .irt well-nigh enprsi h : 
Ilf realnatLiJrt ill .1 single uldiodujl. I. ha I jLipncd himself with men - . l!n 
Tairtiija, ibn Hu:-,m, Suy.iii, and especially Muhaiiiniad ihn \hJ al Vt ahhjb 
vvhiiiri he viewed as the father of "all ihc ■cic.ic > n. -Jr 111 -m •. 11 l i - aid 
called for the opening of rhe gates of itftbad. 

^urrhermore. lq'»nl entrenched nr developed the funenori t.f r.iftfj.j.f Nor ryn i ru 
growth of the repiitihcnik spirit, hr .ircrpted the impiijr.inor. mexirm Irgnl.i 
tive ^sun li.its and uclvoL-itcd lh< p IrantfcT n! the rap.:■ i Ln iiiezprrc and ppK 
the Law from the dujru:u individual Lllailra Id that. i;l the legislatures. Ins 
ealleetiveor corporate rjtibud would then constitute the a.itln i itatm- consensus 
fynta) of the community. Traditionally. i;*ht referred t -1 ■mmivunirs consensus 
or agreement.. one of the four sources of Islamic law in fact. the consensu* was 
that of religions e ide-rs- siTid.ir-. of rhr ciiminnm:-. J Eowi ur, sen rh( needs 
yf modem society, Ii.iIi.lI . .-.II . J for Me tmister imi unly of , •.;. . intcrpn'r.Li • r 
' ifiiharf} It.i 1 also eh emn Tiuruty autlmnl* 'r^rjj.i front. I he ul.u i l a Muslim 
legislative assembly, Ml YUt n.iorili ;'I whom, he !>cl ic* cd. possessed lIil :cq 
uiaite know ledge of modern affairs: "In this way a lone ^l- can stir into aan-iii 
rhe dormanT spiriT of life in oar legal system and it i-t evolmtiomi'y 
outlook.’ 13 

While acknowledging the nlama's cmr iit Li.mnni rum. .:n-:n.: :he e.ir!i 
l.il.im'C cenfurKS, he srre-.sr'd :h.Lr "j f.ilse revere me li.r p.isr history and lM am 
iioul rtstirrcctMJtt cottwifttw eiu remedy for j. pcuplc s rleeay. 1 Undue Jepcrr 
denec upon the aljmUs traditional oduCalion could lead to iilJ Ji-LglOLc undcx - 
standing of and response to the demands of modernity. In add t on, Iqbal argued 
char the com pics nature of many modern problems required wisdom derived 
from rhe polling of -es^ercs representing various disciplines- rratliTn.mil md 
modern. 


CONCLUSION 

Muhammad Iqhal 1 1 veil during the periratl between two epoch'., -hr nil! feadal 
society and modem capitjlisuL. Given the slut ion of h:s hirth, his u due a turn, and 
his travel in Europe he could appreciate the pluses arid mhiuse-s ul ttoih systems 
The poet—for certainly lie was first and foremost a poet b* temperament—saw 
and responded ro rhe quietism of the Muslim community and rhe internal crises 
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which Raized Islam. He could admire The -nchifi'cmcnjcs or the West—it*. dynamic 
spine, intellectual trodLtkm, .and technological advances. However, lie was 
equally critical of the lmpicfriralism of F.UTtipemi tolomnbsm, the moral barlk- 
mptey of secularism and lIic economic exploitation of capitalism. J herefore, he 
advocated a return to [slain in order no construct an Islamic alternative fur mod¬ 
ern Muslim society. 

I .lien mi nit Muslin re viva lists, ]q:uil attributed the won-iinnii; of Islam to the 
Muslim ecnniEiunitys departure from Islamic principle?.. His political theory, 
like all of lib thought, is characterized by a conscious turning, to ihe pasi to 
rediscover those principles and values whirh codd provide a model tor the pres- 
enr as well a 1 , rhe future. 

Il|H;lI's great contribution was his rekindling of an awareness uI rhe dynamic 
spirit of Islam. He represented to the commumry those Islamic ideals that could 
b ring pew life to The Islamic polity. He reconstructed fundamental principles 
i7i .a poetry that could mom his Fellow Muslims, hrerate und dlirerste, to sp 
intuitu m of what ou [th( 1 u he and lire iSiCir minds with a desire to find ways of 

realizing such ideals. 

h is possible to speak of an earlier Pan-Islamic ideal in Iqbal’s political 
rhrmg.hr which would have necesdraced a cnliphnnet. Htnuvri, political events 
•I nr in |' hr- lifetime called fur sum? modi nCaticui. This did not mean a tnt.il aonn 
liomnenc of a Plan-Islamic ideal. It was the goal of his counsel, that each Muslim 
nation should look within and strengthen and rebuild itself so rhaT The- Muslim 
nations might enter into a “League of Nations'-like relationship. Such a 
*'l eague'’ w Cm Id be t noted in th« com mi in ideal of its niBrnhers. IhiS com mi in 
’"tikc-mii idediicss" would spring I rum i hoi t Islamic traditions with their com¬ 
mon ideals of equality, fraternity, and solidarity and their common law—The 
shariah, llius, Muslim nations could avoid the divisive pitfalls of nationalism 
with its tendency toward rhe disintegration iif society info rivaling IritiOS. 

Iqbal, like most men, was limited by his temps ram cut. A poet draws heavily 
upon Ids feelings and emotions as lie attempts to convey his intuirio-n of reality. 

I [<- could wnte of social injustice or political ideals while m the same time mov¬ 
ing his render to an experience which iri.ih L-.I him to empathize w ith the victim 
of injustice or to be aroused by the nobility ot the ideal. However, neither poetic 
temperament nor rhe poem itself is concerned, with The practical implementa 
titVrt nf social refnrrns Or the rei nation of rhe ideal. 

Muhammad Iqbal articulated those Islamic political principles which he 
hf hfvcij were fundamental for a rejuvenation of the Islamic community while 
leaving the practical i ri | .1 erne nr.-ir. n to the politicians,sociologists, economists, 
ere. He expressed the iietd of the Muslim community when he called few the 
formation of l-'akistan but its practical implementation wax to full to Jim nab and 
others. S-.ili there is ,1 in onr world for the idealists. To have clorh-ed his 
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Lns^glws in poetac form and rhto have fired The hearts and raiadt o( mill oni 
[O pursue onsS implement these ideals is .m extraordinary ncli ievomeiit, one 
which more than jiii-tihies tliu qru.it estecui ih:ii Muhammad lqha.1 had cnjusrd 
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All Shariati; 

Ideologue of the Iranian Revolution 

AP„DULAZEZ SACHEDIN A 


The l%th in modern Iranian history wu The period < i wfo ch the Sliahs |d»- 
ernmenr was determined to undermine rhe practical religious culture of Islam 
and its sense of moral nrspimc.ibillty [[mitt! snc i.nl, i limmc * i irir.il. ii.' 
politKfll CQnditiaas. This (U'vilalivjtinn was siirecceJ in:■ - i' p.iri a r.l.ir’.v toward 
the younger pciicr.ition who v. nr t'C-mg, driven In self il rit.ilion, .md, i inm 
to .1 sUpetmi.lL ;iniJ, at linns, distorted cun|j:L-JiL-riiior nj I licit role in the SOCi 
ery. While else leaders among the religious class, rhe ulaina, realised the urgency 
to communicate with iht youth, rhe) h und themselves i -rCjii pped -■••i > idn 
logically to direct the younger generat nn—■ (infused he false mey-uges f mod 
cm living. —to 3 meaningful reorientation of rheir rule m,v vis c<'ncc-mpornry 
snrinl condition:-.. Thu helplessness was diir. most priih.th. in lv it i r i>I■ 
tioiul ' approach to ihc leadony; of Islam, by diaractcrV.ing their method n 
tradilional, 1 tin not wish lu suggest lliiil their a ppm aa.ii v. .is " uripr.ipautiL 
or “‘backward’' Hooking:. nor do I consider their ini'iliuJ to ta- based -apun long- 
held traditions which remained unaltered thcuu^lwiii tbeii ksimi. Kaihu. u-li 
gious- leaders needed to convey the Islamic ideas to ihc new n-L-ner.nn n nf Mus 
iim youth, who were demanding (tnd exerting pressure tin the religious ■ bss rn 
H'rwterpret Islam and apply it In Their cinidintms id III: in rhs v. . nun It rn 
challenges. However, any attempt In shape ihc respumc tn ni:'i ihe nerds .md 
demands, ol the people was held to give rice Lu j dor . rin. 11 sUiiiin. \s a nt.'i u- 
of facr. such an attempt ro shape a response io modern living was perceived .is 
requiring a ''rethinking” and “reapplying" of "independent reasoning" I'fm 
bad}, to ■loU.? rhe socio-political complexities produced by the pniia-v- of mnJ- 
erinZution in rndirional Inman sovirty. In The pact, ''ri. i pi-ndenr nt-.icin up. 
as practised by Muslim jurists, lraci nude il possible hi maintain a sin noth intci 
action between the demands ol the original fi'acliings uJ Islam .nd tin- u-u. 
enntingencirs underlying the social, political, and economic conditions of The 
rime. However, in -he coi.ito“ of hret'ory, Muslim jurispnitenr'- h.id ahan I ned 
their practical lOle fit" providing expedieat gird an re hi riirr fo liiwrc, w Ui :he 

i^t 
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result that modvrn Iranian ycntfh ne-edcd TO he delivered hy someone who COL'ild 
understand. chi:ix |jxllIIltti i3i-:'n^ and provide .l viahlf and TTSssaring alternative to 
r hi’ alien L-nncrptS nf Society. 

I hi unt i:Lit. v educated Iranian inti'lllirrualx, who could fw rha;.- - have stepped 
sn to provide the Crucial prscrk'al giuilaniae Til Iranian youth, were, for rhe rnosr 
part, during chav period, two self-coniplacrnT. sel f-cCnrered, and prencriipied 
with materialism even to pc re cj vu the cxivtmg predicament ill the y oi.it h More¬ 
over - , their general lack Ol understanding or fivtn appreciation lit" their own rra- 
JiLn.mal values, which continued to nurture the majority of the rural, indus¬ 
trious youth, resulted in their inability to cummuriirate effectively within the 
cultural framework in which they themselves foil grown up. For ihem, “tracli- 
Lilul.'iJ CLilLUcC connoted "pi mil Live Culture which w Ji transcended as man 
moved into an age of rationality and scientific sell-corisi. lousntsv. They over 
looked the ti ulI'i that the' t radi lion al"' in roan could never lie fully extinguished, 
not even in rhe tnosc technologically advanced civilisation. 1 

A truly LntelIcetuaJ elite, nnalienatcd from Islam, deeply rooted in the eul 
ttitaJ tradition of Islamic Iran, was needed, to apply a new scientific method in 
the underran ding, of the sociological fact ol Islam, and explain die interaction 
of the Islamic message with society—the embodiment of the eultma! life of the 
community. This was The place reserved for Aii ShariaiL, who had perfectly 
comprehended the predicament of the young generation. Shariat! s call for a 
return to The original teachings of Islam, embodied in filliism and best exem¬ 
plified tn the life and Teachings of the Imams AM and Husay n. was based on hit 
sincere faith in Islam and hit personal commitment to make others aware of ir 
Through his diverse speeches, lectures, and writings. Without such 3 faith and 
commiiment, he would not have been able ro create and move posthumously, ■? 
religions movement of dh-r magnitude expenrneed hy lr-inian ymuh in rhe 
IfTTfls. The significance of Shari at i't inspa-rr was not so much due m his thor¬ 
ough sind systematic presentation of Islam, as to his ability to rtfuiniulaiu 
Islamic belief;, if la h ng Their ro social and eermnmic conditions in Order to 
reveal their practical i mp Iication:.. Hr" yaw I slum .is a stioallly und politically 
Cum muting, ideology, njten ro remtcipTeratiOn in the light, of modern concisi- 
geneses. It is precisely this which led to the Islamic revival among Iranian youth 


FROM MAZINAW TO ME&HAIJ 1 

All fihariati was bom in Vlar.lunn ir easteTi Inn, in 19.1.1/1312. He received hi; 
early education m kdeshad, and he was in high kcIiiTicV] when has erudite father, 
Muhammad TaL|i Shaiiaii, established the Center for rhe Spread of Islamic 
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' | "t-3ch i rhp^s. Thusc C-arly fonniUVC yCaei ill ilijflUli"s Ilk', spent ifl (he COtH-pATi 
kinship of kii I a* her, left a substantial mark on his p*caoo*l.ifyi 

My fnhtr fashioned ih-t early dimensions ol -ny ‘-pii'll ll •■'■ ■■ it ^ ho firs-i iiu.lIi: 
merhc net uf thinking and [hr re ofbeilip huii'iiln, 1 1 «■ ■■■■■ lit who intmdix.TJ 

nwto his. companions—"h is- henries; rUtjf were my commit and familiar uMciuei 
from the early years of my schooling. I grew up and -n .<,!n ieJ in I n library, hieh 
was for him ihe whole of his |iic and hit family, 1 


It was during these years rh.'.t £bdnari is .is c spr:- i n h • r.:r Hit's r, I nde-vs 
efforts to bring mndern-echwntcd vonlh, batik tu (hr Islamic fold, hy making the 
Ul.ni!11' revrhitiiiri :I\l Lcmr.j T .i.hr !. .:i. by explaining fht inter 

acti«in hr:wirn Islamic itltnla anil tin; ConkTiifror.iry social mnn)a inert. It is 
no inert coi incidence that his lit bet a ltd Shariah adopted the ornr method m 
their exposition of klahiic rLtL-Intitnl, which, in the ta- . ,1 [111 I, inner, marked 
Lhe bej^ilining of a special school ul Quranic urjciii, based cm critical eaumi 

nation uJ the cuLi-iiisLai ills 01 icscl.Wion, and re riLLTprcl.ilion rtf its huturiLid 
setting . 4 

By the time MiarL'.i joined the Teachers I tanning t ■■! vac he had her • m, 
ogii Litd iis an active UTLCitlbCi ul his fathers center, v- licr-C lie v, .is I: i/c i l ' i ! ;■ 
asked to speak. This brought him into close cot tact with inidena, icoaa ul 
witcnri belonged iu the lower economic scram of ljam.ni iacitiy. Shan mi 
embarked on his career os -a readier afrei hath p complcicd Tiu1 1 scliot I -nd 
Teachers' Training College. He taught in the mein ty of Mashhad lot some 
years. He was enrolled in the undergraduate program ,u the newly e>t hushed 
l r acu.lTy of Letrers in The Unimsky oi' Method (1956}, During that years 
through his writing and eloquent lectures he promo ted religious aw .in—n- 
among the young participants at the center, which in turn, nourished his nwn 
intellectual and religious deiektpnenr. Hi* activities .it nis center and hw 
enrollment at the Faculty of Letters, made him ennsemus uf the in'.pnr.i-n;e ..r 
the college tearker’s role as the intellectual in modern siicuty, t ',h. |. ig rhr 
future durlook of Muslim ym:th. Apart from Siune (if his teacher-, in the an 
vtrsity, whim he mentions js having inliiLt nerd hi.-, 'uii'.li'i iii.lI development at 
this time, he found rraisc ol his colIcngitL's In he imitative intelkvtua s who had 
'■ Vi y little oriain]iIii y and thus an inability Iu ulftrr ioluLums :o ihc lU l.l, I,, r. •. ol 
the modern ape. 

The si tuauou at the licit i tutes of L i phet cat mug h id -a os mi ltd followi i u i li c 
ovrnrhrow oi Mosaddcq's govern mcm in August L9i3 hnnhemnon-, the nr.pf- 
ra&as —which had remained the nucleus of religious guidance for a lung time 
in Iranian social history—were going Through .1 period of rervnluarion under 
lIic new educational system insimnrd bv the government I h>s led ro r'ne retrem 
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of religious leadery from naive participation in any kind ol intellect iul move- 
mirt m iTimiri flOoety, and most p/irrioul.i rly ^ in rhuse connected with secularly 
educated intellectuals. This negative attitude uf chf nrlIgiouv l-rndery became 3. 
factor iii the spiritual vacuum already experienced by die youth who were 
exposed to modern Western thought An additional factor that prompted L ihar- 
iatu to revolve e<j pursue the n^xr stags io hiv Intel lecrual development abroad 
was the significance attached u» ohtiaiirins a h'ghrr degree from a fiiTeipn uni¬ 
versity, which, somehow, augmented the credibility ul a native scholar in hie 
own society. 


PARIS 

3a l9rill SFinrin-i had the opportunity ro pursue graduate studies at the University 
of Paris. Here, he was aide to broaden his visit™ and direct his artr-nrim: to the 
analytical and critical school ul fteneh sociology. But, after examining rlie 
works of French sociologists, he discerned tJie need to find categories that 
would explain rite social realities of people who had experienced a different life 
under a dixt incr culm re* which was routed in l.sl.im. . his nejili ration was the 
busii for his criticism id I he rnclhodulufty Iranian iritallcLiuals .had adopted in 
analyzing Lhcit own distinctly Islamic society. The main problem with these 
intellectuals had been their negligence in taking into account die hazards of 
imposing Western socicwctilniral catej-’ories in atrrnipruig to understand the 
dynamics of their awn suciary. bur instjncu, Slianati firmly asserted that the 
application of a lime caiegoty such as “modern'" was erroneous in the context 
tit a Third World society. Conclusions based upon simply categorizing such a 
society as "modern" because it happens to edsc in the twentieth century, with¬ 
out Examining that sneirry’.i history and (he time period in which it actually 
could be placed, would yield a fallacious diesis/ However, his conceptual zation 
of the sociological fact of Islam in Iran received p roper cypress ion only after 
he returned to Iran. 

Skarvi'i u:'ir p lerr. I his graduate work with j ducLural dissertation entitled; 
FifcfdfJ ai-Baiki.' \Lcs Mfritei dt Baihh), an edition and translation of a medieval 
Persian text* His sojourn n France at a mature age gave him a rare nppominity 
ni pf'rrfive rhnt Islam dul have the sHino-pulitn/nl frumcwilfi: to offer the Ira¬ 
nian Muslima, provided a new Intellectual dynamism could be applied to elab¬ 
orate this framework. It as precisely in this urea that $h,inati demonstrated his 
originality and creativity, di.vTejpirdinjf the nuances of oLkcial WCsLC m sociol¬ 
ogy. and dinging instead lo his own observation and discernment of the surial 
trends in modern Itan. He avoided the pitfall of many modern !X r riteit; soci¬ 
ologists whu held rigorously tu their conventional analytical norms of social- 
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Ogy, and thus b«n unable rn mmii chi , 1 ir.ie n:iI iitl- i»l' ih-. - Irani m '"S f nr 
Shariacit it was indispensable that n it.iI hanndny fxi-.: Ik-Lwitii the ule i-. ..r rf: 
so-called Iranian mleUcL-tuals .Hid the itJLiil if,'ilitir> ol Iran 


FtFTl.IRN TO [HAS AM) [ AST YEARS 

ShaiiatL retu nned rc» Iran i:i 1 and wai lid mediate U a (rested ,mJ :i pr ■ ..m-J 
for si k months fur having taken part in uti-gDyRnnKiH .k i '. liiis ,;i France. 
On his release, he applied fot a teaching position .rr The Faculty of 1 enen La the 
LI11i■- l rs,L l>■ of Teheran, but was turned down. I hereafter, he [aught at various 
high schools and The College of Ai^-i-r-.ihiarc, imri I tr.u Ivng piss rii-n nt h srnr. 
became available at chiv University of Meshsul 11 W thin short 1 me. 

bh.iri.aii heL.ime the i:msl popular teacher in Llir university and speaker li nrtoit 
nf rhe significant ruligiou, festivals ub&rrvrd I )’ 1 (hr un ivrrs:ty Cm in in units li. 
hail ;l St vie that toLild bfil hr described as ijniotativv II the I - .i i i context, 
both in jnctliud and in substance The latter element wa- hound ru cause uhlI- 
trouble and distress for him. since he w.r, rak\n :■< r.i-fc h. is- ■ igtous leaden 
for his flaws »n expounding Islamic Jnrrrinev nr mnr« pimniLi'ly, ihe Shine 
interprerafion of fhi'in. S-hn.n.iM lacked a firm grim a, ling m I si.mu ien(:'- n-: 
errors were noticed tvm ill hix citaiinn ul sorne '.veil knilwn historical events 
The incisive criticism ul his work by SOrrte Sympathetic members ul the re 4 i 
giuus class Lrlped In its res iSr tin- content Ol Ins vsl viri.ly ill uml a I vstures. 
A i the same rime. Ins father » presence a id Ins liuquL- u cuiain uiLicatiu i mi . 
him became an important factor in polish m;: the rough edges of his l-l , 
material. Neverrhelcss l bhanaTi^s sociological approach : ■ Is .uric h iso try. un 
the one hand, and hr* free methods of reaching, on the other, combined ro hrmg 
him in conflict with the university administration J h : 1 University of Meshxd 
was headed by conservative and pro monarchy elements md '■•■h run prow .il In 
be a ■luiiiIIiiLLl-'I native mldlcCLUal, with un acute sense ol Social and Hicnl 
responsibility. fa: more radical and popular than could be contained in tire Ira¬ 
nian academic contest. 

Sharipfi's frequent lecture rnps to ‘leheran led to the est-ih -.hment of rhe 
Htriayniya-yi trsh.nl m I WjI, nn institution which played a central xarr in S-h.ii 
iati 5 dcvrfrjpniLut as an iiidepriidi nt Muslim thinker. His .ccmres tlierr had ,r: 
immeasurable narionwidc impact. In Iranian religious hlu i.'fjiiJvm-.j (in Slna 
Tdam, center for religions education) has been a common feature of all large 
and ini all lr.ini.in cities, where they have existed besides mosques fur pub , 
com 111Cinoi-atusn of the m.irtyrdom n; Im.im Husayn, ihv gr.Tiii'-un (■( t hr 
Prophet, and rbc third imam of the Twelver SliiilCs, al Karbala IhSl’J A.D.]L ]| is 
essential ro note tli.ir husayttiyas in Shiirc Iran had supplemented tin- religious 
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observances provided by mosques. w'hf:c mostly formal religious practices sudi 
sis coTipregatirm-al prayer; were held. In busayniyai popular preachers were 
called upon h'j inform the masses didactically about The event* cii.lt led to the 
tragedy ul Ka rbala, where Husayn, hat rjyo.1 by his «%tm supporters, received ft 
inanyrs death As such, these religious edifices were crucial in am-using rhe 
emotional sympathy of the believers for the ski at-bayi, Lhe model family of the 
Pmpher* who, in the Shiite tradition, upheld jusricr and hatred for clitic enc- 
inici, who Symbolized Lyrantiy. The cHuilc of the uatn-r bmayftiya for the insti¬ 
tution. the symbol or Imam HusayrVS sri aggie against the* tifipnewive rule of the 
Umayyads (660-750 A.D.L served as a model for die struggle of Iranian Muslim 
youth pci transform Their own Oppressive circumstances into a just social order. 
Ir was this inherent character of the huiaynryti :n Shiism, rlrssely iclentifimb-le 
with tin- socio-political aspiration or the Islamic community, which wav to 
underlie its con Iron cation with the Shah's regime, 

Shari-sri devoted nil of hi* rime bo teaching and preaching his interpretation 
uf Mam. Hit lectures Had such a political imfUrt On Iranian society char the 
regime a nested him in the summer oi 1973. The ae(i vines of the Husayniya-yi 
Irshad were suspended and although Shariah was released coward rhe end of 
ly^Ju he was nor frer no move about and remained in exile in Mazinan, his 
home town, |n early Jure, 17/7 he was permitted to leave Iran to rr-jvel to 
Europe. On L9 Jij:iC. he (tied in England Under niyiKriOu* circumstances ihjt 
suggest the almost certain involvement of the I ranian secret police. He was bur¬ 
ied in Damascus, next to the mausoleum of Zaynab* Imam Husayn's sister and 
heroine of KaHbaia, It is ironic that Shamati was possibly the fargur rd a plyt 
similar to that which he believed Mnisc Tshunihe a ad masLerminded when lit 
set Patrice Lumumba free: 

We .ill remember that TshmnN* released I ,iinrn mini from rhe prison su that he 
would nor hr held responsible for filling him while Hr iiscarjud trefm the Katanga 
prison. Did you svr how he gut rid of him?! his proves chc point that One sIkmIJ 
ask: “Who is setting fiee wh-wr. 1 and why?" We should noi speah ahwir “those 
wf» are released'". rather* we sliould consider “acquiring freedom." Or, srill better, 
we should rhinlc about ri-ei'gn'siag and choosing freedom and becoming tree. 

MAN AND SOCIETY 

One of rhe unprecedented contributions in Shariati's approach to the under¬ 
standing nf [slam is bis intro due cion of a fresh style nf discourse and a new 
terminology to interpret arid teach Islam in the Iranian milieu. The ideas were 

'The abinl ejyr r; die rj.nu1 1 c,I' itn- Peofdia's mucin, A .. 
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not original in themwlwE, as we shall see Mow; bur r-i:■>■ rr.iii.lv appeared 

i'i i-iv-£■ 1 in the rerrmniiliigy thm w:ii used E» expros r i*m fur tin' i iIi:, mii iI y.i i:tK 
vyhc* U nder (lie peifsiure of niudcrn Li v mg and muder h I Ik- i u, 1 1!, ht Mis' I Ltely to 
ahiindcm then iL-lj^i'.nJi jiblLaiion and adopt ideulog- 1> and valiws Lii.it wert 
alien to their Islamic heritage. Young people were drawn to diese lectures and 
infueneed by the use of Western sociological rerm-. unci firm nr- Western -n i.il 
thi niters in Shariat vs discourse* rm M-onir nodes. Ci ins«ginsr v, .1 ■.[■■falter nf 
Shariah's caliber, well acquainted with WeslET i sAUcees and r.. 11'. 11 f:. 1:K v. rs;t 
rdr in uhlinng ihem 1 u expound the Sociological I.IL'! of liktm, proved I.ir nuUri 
eifrcLivi: than iLiiy uf the more profound traditional Muslim pirn Illjs. Prc-on 
ally, however. Shariat was ambivalent abonr the n-ckis nm I ^ r'li-ni |, : igi>n n 
his lecrurcs. He,, on moie chan one occnsinn, nunpl-vned to ihe present airthot 
about The shallowness nf educated Iraman youth vvln 1 readily .i,vi'[>:-: , i.I :hr . .! J- 
Iry of Their spiritual legacy if it was rEC/uunted on rhr authority .if .1 'X ■: ■■ ■. ■ 1 
Kchidjr in wilh reference ro :i Western school >.:■! thought. Shariati was scry 
l'e 1 31 .vL'iuij. L . u( lLl centrality of intellectual integrity .■ solving tli l~ |.■ r:■ L■ . ■ ;i-. <>! 
modernism m Iranian society-and hence, during hi- years at tin. - Husayniya y 1 
Irshad, he devoted himself to developing a prog ran «h t li could .mh/f all tin- 
available resources in analyzing and explaining thy cause* behind (he oskurml 
crisis in [Tan. I he response cn his program affirmed hi, conviction that v 
youth in the Third World depended on a cormnitred Mu-, in' jm, gi'iiasi . in 
addreys the -messing burial issues conf ranting (hem. It iv.L-.lhi mm 11 his 10 . 1 w hi. 
LOuld emtie to grips with !Iil suciety's inner ClniLiiidiiltiun* 11 I roi.ilh tonirril 
themselves 10 rtjnedy the sociu-cultural malaise and result iu crisis H 1Je-: 1 ty 
experienced by an increasingly self-aware segment ut the educated h ni n pup 
illation, hoc bhuriari, society needed a ntuftnbiJ a person who would wagev. < 
in order to create such a society;, an enlightened Muslim mtd eccual co provide 
a reinterpretation of Islam., to nuke it cornpanbl" wirh rhe .inns ■:I ur g n.« 
Islam, namely, to l'tljec a ju-,t and p-M^rissise social order 

The Other OuiripunCnl ul Sharun S nujf huduliigy fur a dyn.imie iiriTpri'L.'lm'i 
of Islam was his use of traditional Islamic material m proving I -■ theses. J! s 
diverse excgetic approach it the Quran and Islamic Traditions c'sri.'.r' winch 
appeared to be radically innovative, was comparable co the method en p oyrd 
Ivy dxhab a!-ray (rhe scholars who propounded "heir view-., re lying on their per 
sonall upiunm) in the classical ptTiod of Islam K-l^th centuries A.t’J. rises 
group ventured U> prove their exposition of Islam u teaching! by quoting pas 
sages of rhe Quian and the traditions of the Prophet, iomciiiiLtri out ol their 
evident historic context. His citations from die high I- prestigious sou rers of 
Islam, as fnr ns rhe MuslLm popnlace was concerned- w ere of primary mrioS 
cancc TO the sucefes of Sh.nnari's lertuces, atfoeding credibilny Til hi-, ■;..|t , dpL ::■ 
perform hts ocniral Last as a iVLadim intelleLtual, mnm-ly, tu increase Islamic 





IW MJKttm or TUT .[Si J.Hi'C RfSURGENCE 

consciousness in 4hr youth- If he Had not placed Islamic revelation at the ttriier 
oi his historical and socui religious .in.ilys-s, he wntn’d h.iwe estranged, a large 
nu rn.be i of h:i listciicis; iHcy had had enough of the imitative Western material 
from secularly educated Iranian incellecruaJs, material which lacked an in-4epdh 
comprehension of the issues that confronted "hem. I'he l^TEfe in lra-i had wifr 
ni-.-.sL'ii rnaah nrligioitt revival., n the w.j,ke of the realisation ttiac ''Western 1/1 or 
'-itLoderii" ideologies could tsm solve the variety of proh rms confronting Ira¬ 
nian society, both at the political and cultural levels. Am essential charjLterisric 
of Islam is its emphasis on the indivisibility of spiritual and secular spheres of 
man’s action. ‘I his became The core of Shanuti's lectures and dtreiv the drifting 
youth, Oaek to .1 rei.’onsi dent'mi of the primary rlemrnt or his practical culture,, 
The Islamic message. 

Sfiariati colled upon 9iis listeners to reconsider the proclamation of the Quran 
chat man was God’s khalifa on earth, and os such his excellence depended upon 
his being God’s representative in The world- intrinsic to this divinely mandated 
vocation Was a is being a rwO-ci mm ■.'.final creature. This is ronii rimed "by the 
creation narrative in the Quran according lo which God fashioned man uut of 
clay and then breathed His spirit Lit The clay and mar was created.' Skirl at i 
developed this into a symbolic story explaining The purpose of man’s creation 
and rhe msec: fur rn iginn nr human Society, I he bi-dim^nsrrmn ivm of man whs 
a well'established subject of discourse for Muslim I'jtiliLicn] thinkers ns well as 
theologians who contended the necessity of the investiture of an imam 
Cleader,.” in the Technical sense of The term) to ensure both tihe religious and 
worldly welfare of man at nil times. For Shaxiafi the rheme conrained profound 
truths concern in jr mans purpose on earth. In thi.v respect he folio wee Muham 
mad Iqbal Id. IMS), whose Persian works he hud read extensively, especially, 
his favorite theme regarding man’s divine vicegerent) - . Unlike Iqbal, ShariatL 
wfls not Himself <i poet. However, he had a rirm grounding in Persian latrraturE, 
without which, it wnuld have been impossible lor Hint to coniiiuinicatt:' with Ins 
audience culturally. 

Slwiari maintains that rive Islamic concept of man is based upon a symbolic 
interpretation of religious language. There .are Two basic reasons for this: lirst. 
religtuus language is addressed Iu cillcn'ri! Iillrttait tyisCS; and second, it is HOC 
Emended for a limited period of time. In any religion there are concepts whose 
inner significations were nor comprehensible .it the Time of their proctnitiabusi. 
anil their profound meanings became appareiLt only when later generations of 
men had advanced ri their thought and outlook. Shariati strongly believed that 
religion must speak in Linages and symbols that engage man's intellect in alL 
tiiridi; religion that expressed its ideas In apparent meaning would become out¬ 
moded in latLT time - ,. Symbolic religious language lepiesenrs profound ideas in 
rhe form of images with inner connotations that man can discover in pinpoi- 
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lion to the depth of li is th-oug'Kr and |jo r ence in rhe realm of meaning She 
i_bir.?n fmplovii symbolic langu.Lgi 1 in cU.'livering 't* mew-ige ppj sii.ir .m ri ,i n 
ijniii, iI i-, iiuiTswiry I i.r. fvLi:-.Ii:n-. Imi:|' : 11 cmii'iripiiTiiry times .11 r-. n:pr to dit' 
l'livlt the ilint: sigmrkniii mi tiJ -3 iianulivc Lite llij. u:ic dow n mol: tin - lilmiim i 
i.:.| nij.ii. inch in awareness would enhance iheir understanding of theii pok in 
the society. and would enable them to shoulder eke rttfjt ms ih ty -i! fuliilliii 1 c 
the 1 rust char they had accepted at [he time n i rheir crr-irnm, 

L'he virtue and excellenee »f rJn* Twc.s-dimensiHin.ii mm 1 1 l i.in is rrvi lied 
hy ihe f.ici lh.it when (Trod {xinipliMed 5 l:s etc i ion Hl 1 life rid die I'nuc 
(dmaniihf UtllO the Iiljvitis iiimJ the earth and ihe hills, bur il: ey -- li 1 ink I ruin 
Li iJ'.htl r 1 jj. Lt and were afi aid ot ii. And nun: iisuncd it. ' I ls, lie has proved .■. ty rvtui 
and a looL "" 11 The Trust, according tu inapor Quranic esegctc'.. nea ■ li e lI me 
sovereignty fal-tatay&i at-iSaf»yya} r which Cod off e rest to all 11 is cre-n'.ire-. It i- 
only man who has; the capability id accrpTing 1 he „iu cii* »• •vr-r<-n<ii:s. :h-i 1 Im‘ 
only lie h.is the potrutinl to arsam prrfe .cion .mil perfect Ills environment In' 1 ' 
the-morcr. ht'.iliusL ls :lijL afraid to IstsLr tine hunk 11 id eIn I ru'-i, wli . " ac, ,'t 
iiip to Shnriari, ii.usL be iiiLetjtRttd us “fee* will, and accept the eonscc|i e vet t 
■0: being a ''tyrant and ''ignorant because 11 isu.hu only he whi tin il^u r 
their opposite arriibutes and be described as "just" and "'know eduabk hit-.:, 
both '"tyranny” and “ignorance’' are primarily the corrector! ■ ;-l hh ■.. ■ ont 
bilily m accepting the dm nr sovereignty It is indeed Through 1 he ico prance 
cif this Tn:s: th.ir nr: . 1 >.'■ |mi r■ bysrh ihc responsibility fit hi! ictKH) BS well (is 
Sii] 5 STLiinty over .ill ntker creatures m the wurlj. 

Ky hre.11 1 'me His spirit in man and i>lie.riis|; him the i run, Cod esl.ihliiji! ' .: 
special relationship with him which Ls evident ti the pruvcaiainc of the m ■■ 1 
cxalrcd concept of rhe Unity of God ffuiidiidj in man ['he fundamental tenet 
of Islam, is the affirmation of tau^itd la explaining ho heliel that Iranians nisi 
learn Islamic history, bhari.ni asserts char ii i> impossible to understand ih* 
[■..Limit- spirit of Iran without understanding t.uri;ui I he | in no |jl v of i.w h,\i. 
accivrd mg tu Sh.iTian's, leacinj’, is umtiuu m lsl.ini .is .inn pan in ihv ; > r. •. 1 ■. ■ 1 j - 
itmt'MithtssliL Lrad.il inn.-,. EvidcnLe for this ;lssli tiian isprev iiled by .1 Msi . ■: I ■ .■ u 1 . 1 1 
principle that treats lIic “degree 0 i signLBeaiicxn. F01 instance t the words "rev 
elution” and “freedom" connote rhe same meaning lexically as they did before 
or after the French Kevokrion, but* the degree of their significarion cerr.unh 
changied following rh<f Hevokmon- Hence, when one speakv sboiiT tjuhi.i m 

[slam, unc is not signalling n KH lira, in It IB ted hy I'.J.im:. rnthui. fLitinkid r- .111 
idea that lias gamed u new Jegrue uJ signilieiLtiiiii, umhodyuig u wilier erirlLi:i.i:i., 
influence, and area in meaning. says ShaiLuii, is not merely a principle 

besidi; other fundamental principles of Islam, such as relief in rhe Pruphec 1 and 
The Day of Judgment' rather, it is rhe foundation 01 all ihese other principles 
Thus fali'fjfd in Islam .issumus ;m u il| j re L"e d fn t esj vigoificacion .uul heeonuis fhr 
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mosc sensitive tenet in blunt against which :il. ■,■.:■-].!I and mdio, h i,J »th 4 i i(>r . 5 . 
measured to ascertain s.necuty and commitment in religion. In other wurds, 
teu-frid ay chc foundation of the individual and serial life of a Mudim. All 
hum an jttsv and rv la h im h 1 |i'i 1 whether pnnicil, economic^ btcrai y, or 
artistic, ought to be firmly founded r.ni tsiivhid. It provider line. single direction, 
and it guarantees-a uni lied spirit for its adherents. 13 

Unas, Shariati points out that when he takes the question of belie/ in One 
Ciitd seriously, ir is not in under to engage m a theological or philosophical 
argument about it; mure correct I y, ir Li .iri attempt to comprehend the Kptrjr *>f 
history and existing sentiments regaiding ibis alfirmotLoii in every a$e. Without 
a consideration of this subjective aspect in a historical study 0 / a society, the 
study nf history, more than likely, is a dry, boring, and wasteful examination 
of event 1 , L'hrtiiiiutiigicjilly, All histime as well as primitive societies have been 
saturated with the belie \ in a divine lieing or beings, and, it can be safely 
assumed that both individual and social conscience has bec-n imbued with the 
idea of God. In Islamic history, tatefrirf not only gives man certainty and a sense 
u I ‘■eeurity ami inner rr.irn;isiliTy; it also in.ikes Him responsible for rh(* welfare 
ul hit Own wall and the society in -■, h i k he lives, giving meanlaiu. arm <1 1 rechiin 
to his existence. In other words, tm&hfcl embodies all the manifestations of rdf 
gious faith in the spiritual as well as material life of man 

According to Shari an, the cause of every corruption, disto rtion, and immoral 
behavior in man and his Society is due tu three elements in man; ignorance, fear, 
and greed. Tdudjfif eliminates all three of these elements from Lhe depth of the 
spirit of a person who has affirmed rsu&ki. “ignorance' 1 is not used here as an 
antonym of '‘knowledpe 1 ' or '''srieiiee.” It i* used st the antonym of the word 
wisdom ’ Or ‘‘'SajpICity,’ ns Employed in the Quran. In the Qururt ‘"wisduin' 
connotes "‘right apprehension 4 and “comprehension of ■nub. “Wisdom is a 
motive power which encourages man to move tow-aid moral perfection, and 
restrains him from committing wicked deeds that would lead to his moral 
(ledinr. ft is :i rainedous -power that cannot lsfi found in science, which is essen¬ 
tially amoral. Hence, a man like the Prophet who established his social order 
on iBtvhid* thus creating nizam-i tawbid (system based on unity \ actually estab¬ 
lished it on “wisdom.’ Ir ]S "wisclum’ which makes hi:n lhe great moral 
reformer of the wurld; .end il 11 precisely Lae mural a:id spiritual change that he 
brought about in his society that makes him the great teacher and reformer- A 
scientist who employs his knowledge IT! UTS. 1 t 1 .ng .a bomb; or, all histiiTian ur a 
sociologist who distorts his research to uphold and justify the unjust and cruel 
behavior of lIl-osc in power and to mislead the ordinary people cannot b« sanl 
to possess the light’ 1 ot knnivlrdgf which is a God-given gift. "‘Knowledge' 

_*r 1:1 “wisdom ' mean the salvation and perfection ul man, not fib destruction, 
Thus, “ignorance’" connotes all that knowledge which leads m wickedness and 
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loct option among men. It is, therefore, Mgni Hcjiii r to keep in mind, conclndc-i 
fihariati, chat taudtid pfiftTB rhe ethical ceniwichii in man. 3c endow', him with 
the hidden power of "wisdom’ which m: mires .nd ■jwrtVcr-. b m." fun her. c 
CieJCTf Fot him a worldview by which ]it il-jCIs rationally tu iii, t'livinjmint'rn, 
creating necessary responsibility fit him to bring ,'iN iiJC .1 in'.! sti-Ciill .rdri M.m ■■ 
odiEtncc a»d behavior in [he society is subiecr to the quality of hu [bought uid 
belief. Moral and human standards, various 1 ikir. .ltc.iL-heJ m different rhii gs, 
(i 1.1 ah Sec for Ilf * 1 fln-d follow.cd rh rough, nil 1 Ivjjcnc) s>ri ihr w nd.i-jew lt-imti.'.I hi 
an individual rliniujth his belief and religious iinmui Imimt. 1 he emu ic riini ih.ir 
existence: has meaning, value, and purpose and as .1 i:-:>ii:-.■.'■.|iir 1 Lc inmnn III: 
and mankind cannot exist lutikly —lays the foundirion lor a clear, positive, 
hioad worldview and a firm r-.isis for individual and social moral life, [hereby 
Jc-s-Ti'oj-'i nji, ignorance / 1 

As for Sear' and 'ftreed” in :n,an, i^iwhiil nrevrnrs .1 persim whij mils 
believes m One (.hid frmn l c-mrineii ng my shamrru Inc de-grnth ug ill r. 1 f y. 
from the itnse itf danger and uss. A rrijin jWrjiJ !belicvCr 1 " (Jj< h,\} is ncrt fr.ir 
Eiil of such elements .nd :i:ii-iiis the fully source id daugr - 01 feat from God, 
when alone is Omnipotent and exercises absolute will n the wi-ild hua, 
wiwWffjffJ is not afraid of death, poverty, and id canons tlepi ■. ations. Ml ihe 

tils in the society, says Shariati, are due to lack of fa ..me God, w hat h 

about n con fused personality. A m.m without _ .'.r r'! is preoccupied with numer - 
ims factors thal generate rawnirny anil fear 111 him and v r-. . a In ■ 1 ch • .'1 ■. 
Liipalinci he is never hi mid I. He dues mil have his own color; it ci be s.nd tit.11 
lie is ecdurlCas. Hl is constantly concerned with ‘elher-, and (his brciuncs ihe 
cause of "alienation.” Alienation means that his “self," his personality, .- hb 
originality, does nor exist arymore. "bear " and ‘"greed' have caused all oihn 
factors tr> be obliterated and he has become alienated from himself. Hi has 
become an expedient be mg rariiet thin an arm a I being. h is n tin, light mar 
One should examine oar-Mtorihip. L 3 n l attars hi p is ri'piij^n.ine hi-caiiif rxivpc fur 
the person and personality id a dictatin', all other personalities art ■.r■. r:: 111.. 1:1 1 
and absorbed into his personality. As a cuiHcqucncc, a sciciety of 1 million 
''expedient 11 (ttiasalabati) individuals is 3 cIr with one "actual " i-j H ir. J , jl being 
and one single personality, it a this type of sotierv which becomes pem- and 
hast . 1 ’ 

Hiiwevlt, laufoid does tiiic allow fi it such a social m.ilrse 1:■ arise, hte.ins:- 
at least five tunes a Jay God requires man to stand in His umriiLV ami ..lei lari' 
sincerely that 'Tlice alone we %voish p and Thee aline we ask fen help ' This 
is the essence of tewhitf, which man ought to atfu m with all sincerity and which 
can -eliminate nil frar and greed rh-jr evsr in bis spirit. I 5 y affirming .-jii-IijiJ man 
becomes free. vtCiine, fearless. and free from greed, He he-romes l atoll f ill 
depending upon his personalii/y at all times, in all places. "A hen such individuals 
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lui nC" together to Jonu :i society, l 5 i.it suciety will reflect "he person alley cicaicd 
by tswhid, namely, independent and fearless. 

Islam, according to Shariati, leased its message upon in»4fid and called upon 
people h) jffiTitl the Unity of God, SO rh.ir rhry v.-on .d hr saved, The idea -of 
being saved is nt>T simply SOterioldgiCdE: ruchCT, it iS j pnimue of salvation of 
man from all kinds of limitations a ltd prcss-uics, ia both worlds, this and the 
next. I n this end, besides requiring man to-affirm (aipbid, Uod teaches hint ‘ the 
names of jLI things,'’ fh.it s, hu endows hi it. with the tacit Icy of rational dis- 
crimination, which empowers him to perceive and comprehend the scientific 
truths inherent in the world, and also learn through empirical observation about 
his responsibility toward himself and his fellow beings, in order to be 'saved.'' 
Tilt Special jelatunLship and .affinity between nun ind God implies man's in-di- 
v.dc.ll as well JS social rCypcjnsilnlity ill his capacity as Gtx3 « vicegerenr frjr 
creating a new life, a just social order— Hizam-s tutvkid —that tan>hid 
demanded. I he two-dimensional man is die True reflection of die challenge of 
Islamic revelation which explicitly requires the creation of an ideal social order 
as the iiLcdbUry outgrowth and context uf she persona] dimension iit human 
responsibility. Shariati maintained that only Islam, the two-dimensional rdi 
gion wich orientation to this world and the next, could enable man to discharge 
h i i guprern e Tpspcinsibi I iry. ! 

Bur man needs u model to fulnrw in Order ro perform hiv responsibility;, this 
triodel is provided by Muhammad, the founder of Islam. This exemplar is also 
bi-dimcnsaonal and is echt to all humanity w ith the message. The duty of a 
piophea is to show men the school end path of the truth. Once the Prophet has 
conveyed the divine message. hi'- misnitm, according to Shan at i, i* com pie red. 
and then il is Left to men to choose to follow the guidance or reject it.'* In the 
filial analysis, the people themselves are responsible for their decline or advance¬ 
ment, sir re they are acknuivledged a* one of the fundamental factors in deter¬ 
mining rhe course of society. I he other factors Jit: the personality of the leader, 
the tradition that has definite and immutable laws with it. and a certain form 
of accident, 1 ’ The people have to "'exert ’ 1 themselves fi-e. practice iftihmfi it 
order ro evaluate rhe impact (of rhe new forces in n II their formyl on Islamic 
society. When the new forces socio-economic, cultural-motal, 01 political — 
occur in or to a society, the destiny of thaT society obviously depends upon 
meeting the new 1 challenges creatively. If society cam rH.ict to these new forces 
with velf confidence by exercisnig lEic necessary assjrviilaiiori, absorption, /ejec¬ 
tion and other forms ot positive creativity, generated by tawhid t iT can .and will 
develop a T[iv dimension for Its inner aspirations,, a new meaning and scope fuj 
its ideals. Should a society fail to face the realities of the present squarely, it 
must become a fossil, It is an immutable law of God That such fossLliwd societies 
dn not survive fijt long: 'We did them- no injustice; it is they who did injustice 
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to th«nsclvcs. " 1I Thus-, Sturiari regards i)tih,ni (independent estimation ,ind rc.i ■ 
joning) [o be- -an absolute iKOe$sky in order creatively’ to interpret and <-l,itxir,ne 
Quranic revelation Eo n:£el I he new hwxHirv rlia: iTn]j.art uprn .1 Muslin! .■ , i-v 
:.i van produce ilif creative ic'pin-w ne.. i-y- i:y il a Mu-.km socieiv is «■ 
pm^rLsf. wuhiri c hie framework ■-■: Islam. Hi us, lit- called ,1 re-ev..H",LL " .1 
ijiifjdd and a relentlesv process of bard, clear, systematic, and ■■■) inhetic 1 hinikinp. 
which, according. TO Shari-in, -was nor visible .imnnK r^e pr,icr ' ■ iters or j;rrJ: ■ 1 
in Iran- 1 * 

Iftrhtid. then, cS a continuous pruCesi and j f.iridanicntal principle or perprt- 
ujI revolution in Islam .*- 1 It is ijiiltad which can lead :Lc rni\}tnbid iu:wprudcni 
eo JKOgniie che conflict between the traditional i n tc rp re-r.i ri-m 1d Ulan itidrhe 
demands of the conTemporary life and t» amend hit opinion t- ■ arrive ,r 1 k« 
one. For Shariafi, rheoTilnary Muslim, rhii-.ij:li not .1 rwEi/Ejhjd in iht- Tivhwi.-.d 
sense of the term, and [icrli.ips unable In do 11 r1.1 thinking, ii". i rrlu j-v 
L-.n|i.ihlf - j:td indeed musL CAurdie this C.ipCicili td iraking up his (m:i mind 
as to whose opinion to follow. Hu should follow rdcji'icf . 1 opinion--. and not per 
sons. “Imitation' tends to degrade the mtel igence of The simple mar and it 
lea-ds him to commit the sin of ‘"assooaTionism" or "religious ionl.-nri mr* . 
which nullifies Mit'Or,:/. I hm, cwnwids S-h.m.T. .1 person w hn eng-igr ■ i'i me r \ 
identifying a Mw/ta/wijf at “mure leanieil nr"L-.‘. It irncd r.iiher d-.ir .-MV.IH.- 
his cw-jinirm'. as “latiOiLar or 'hrrational, l.nCn, L'ninnib J ini i>l "ilsmiOi Hit • 

ism."' Such blind following canttiJins The essence ■..■! tutmid which fcsjuictt a 
person to Lrust in God alone and none hcs.de Him. In the w- .1 Id-. lew of lau-huL 
man worships only Him, and is answerable before one judge, God I lowcvcr. 
imjiitt, acceptance of mere authoriTy, became so wulesprejd in Muslim history 
that ini had, or reintrTpreTaTion bir erranve respnn-.! r- i luttind ilevdlo'ijmerr' 
hpraine pritrially ni 1 n-e :ti ■.ten t. fj.jJrcf was fingnuilly rucOniinCnded I ■: llw 
LcimmEin irun iillhougii iL was conceded dial even the common 1:1.111 lias SUBB" 

dent power of discernment 10 exercise titibjd in deciding between coitfii;ting 
views. Latci, however, niqtid enveloped almost all members of Muslim - -. ii'tv 
It is in view of this situation That Shariati, h'-re IqM nr.il other mrisiern M isiim 
reformers, espoused iftihad with a giv-ster senw of urgency to meet tl r imp-jet 
Ot" urw conditions Created by -modernity. 

I:i a iOCiety I minded mm Lie principle of il-IJl hid, its members oLiglil In sub-mil 
to God's will alone. His will is manifested in the norms th-m govern society 
Man m list conform bis will to the Will of God by following the immutable .-.rid 
ieirnohcfllly demonstTable laws of nature- Stic wry, according to Vuti iti, is like 
a living OrgaftiSm ami like all living Lhtg.inIsms. 11 lias laws. From a CtfLain potni 
of view, tlicii. development und ehaugr in a sucic-ti- aie govecried hi These 
irnnuirable laws which form The very basis of social lilt- Bur, Islam go« beyend 
jtisi deter-mnimg the immotsble laws tindrrlying a hiiman Miriery. Ir m.iki v the 
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individuals who fiune together hi fonn cliisucii'ty, separably and equal I v. 
responsible for their Own oiest'inies. I hr Quranic .nffinr :iTion that’Ond docs HOC 
change what ik in :i people, until they change whaT i.s in The m*n I in pi id- 

social rrsponsi hiliiy at h*wh rhe Individ i:i I .is well as the collective level, Man 
has the responsibility (if rrcnf.nw'injt the norm' of Society and of improving 
those norms for die progress of his society- I'o achieve This end he needs to 
furnish himself with knowledge of the norms that predominate in society. The 
leaders in a society are Those who have equipiped themselves with more than 
merely adequate knowledge of these norms- and hence have greater responsi¬ 
bility for and freedom in changing and developing a society, Historically, then, 
the prophets have proven to he great teachers by virtue or their Improvised, ime 
knowledge about the divine order, as a result of which they could and did lead 
people to construct art ideaS society. Muhammad's emergence as a prophet In 
Arabia in the scvernli century had a fundamental purpose behind ii and that was 
to transform i he eon temporary tribal structure of Arab society into a Mus 
Inn zmrmrJib a rdix.io sodo politeal community a transformation which 
changed the course of history- The Social LraijsluTmaliun envisioned and miri 
at«d by Muhammad was the tilgicnl ouremne of hiS faith in and his eompielien- 
snin n: che divcne norms, which required tliar this encm.- society and not ]usr 
m ill vidua Is ain't demonstrate |ust sncnl behavior. The rmpha.ViS mi the Ti-rce^- 
siry for the Muslim community at larger ro live the new life led to a crucial 
prerequisite ftjT rhe fulfill meat of th* uwmab's social responshjllTy. The Mus¬ 
lim community always needs an imam who should be acknowledged by The 
people {/urs} Following the Prophet’s death, in 632, rhe intritution of Islami c 
leadership was continued in the presence of a caliph/imam, who, at least in 
theory, was ro be acknowledged by rhe people. In bhiism rhe i in a mace was seen 
as rhe continual .on of Prophecy and as such an imam had ro be invested with 
leadership by the clear designation of rhe Prophet himself. Subsequently, the 
jinant was acclaimed as such by the adherents who were required to follow his 
lead in all matters pertaining to the coriduet of life. However, the imam cannot 
become ihe active cause in the advancement of the uttattaft to establish an 
Islamic iociitl order without Ihe people’s participation ill Hinging about fun¬ 
damental change and development in .a Muslim society. In short, the Muslim 
Community h.n rhe ultimate responsibility not mdy for acknowledging the 
leader, rhe Imam, hue also for oifhcirntly educating true If about the will of the 
leader, transmitted in the futne of Kij Teachings anti then application foi 
rhe improvement and! advancement of human soci ety- I'resenr J.iy Muslims need 
ro acknowledge the Imams Ah and Husayn, and become The Abu Dhurrs {acriv 
ist and loyal adherent of Imam Ali, and pat agon of Islamic stTuggk- lot social 
ptsticel,*o as to enjoy life and liberty, rknughr and learning, powei and stability. 
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Such an ummah would be oble boxh co defeat us enemies -and m hr no me the 
true adherents of tatphiJ, 1 ' 

Vet,. Shnrhnii n fully iw.iw of rKi* predicament n: Islam in chi' Iran ■ i ihr I'.ih- 
lavix. was hound to remark chat Klim, with its unique CLHieeptii in of iv, , 
dimensional kaderilup arid ils contribution In n ri S sovi.-i progress. I .*. been 
nisinRrpKted and 11 ansfot meJ into 10 ideology far removed from the ev 
live* of The people. The traditional religious leadership ha 1 laded (••m.iiiiI !'■■ in 
obligation to provide niodrl instruction for mridern Iranian Mi - 1 11> ' L -i 1 h -. u- 
kisms of the re 1 1 gnu is leadership were nnr new m Irr; hi. .1 n--: r w.l-. in. , 1 , -1 
thru rcl: gu ms Icatlm-h ip, in gfnfr.il. ignored the problem! of thr modern agjft, 
the cor:prcli lu 1 ini 1 ut which won d h.ur ■.lire:.:. I their si: -r 1 ■■ in circrnig 1 new 
kind of ttligious insieuc n nri such as that which Shttiui h.id baguri n the 
Husayniya-yi Irshad, 

At this point it is import,ii'r r» I'lnr^ cl"M-ly ilu relano ship 

between the religious class and Shari ati in order Co elnekhte ind clarify some 
mmurerpreranimv (rf hix vtrw\ on the reli;.;ious lt-.idcr.tlup 


b H A HI A I I AN II I H t HtThClOUS L.hAnhftbHIP 

One can ascribe the ''ann-clerical' 1 outnwphere m Iran, espec ally .. rhi 

modern rdwrared cits'!, to rhe .ifTi.Tni.irh of \1n-,.i,-.i q \ c: iw nfi I | he •:l.'.-i 
had rattled on the Mi nctum ill p;u ii! 11 : p. c hi 1 -.a ini mi in it, lit r*:-•:: , its, i ri: r 
redijiious .is well as social affairs, from the early days of Shu history I hej were 
recognised by tlic Slii ill's as lIil- 'general dr [Milks of ihrir List im.iii . who wcril 
ilHO I hr Complete Ol',. Li.Latii.il' ill tlw ;'ftir “Ml rid ',1 .‘■In rr ppe.ii is l hr n 
sranic leader at rhe End of TiaB. D They were solely responsible for the yju.trd- 
ianship of die Shi,t communityand had nianianud its r L - i, mis a ufl .■- m 
social sTroaorr throughout rhe viaw rujes of rhe Shi.i hi'Ttirv hit wivi nine 
centuries- Some of the prnmmeur Shiite veh-nlars in ihe last ei-mm wi n liio 
runners of ihe Ayatullah Kluimtini iri t hit it uppoxil ion to the t;, r.imm .lI rule ' >1 
Faiiail IlluHarC hs and tbeii Capitulations LO Vi lsIlt-i iinpeTialisL powers. 

In the 1960s rhe Iranian govern mem was-determined in underplay the sense 
of moral responsibility toward social, ecuiomic, cultural, and pul r c ’ co> d - 
cions which could h? rkaliud by adherence to rh* practical religious cu t 
Kljr'n. The principal iirj^et of rhidevitaliaadon program wax rhe educateil 
youth who would drill away from their failh under the pressure of iinidcm 
larion Rdigious leaders, who were re-examining iheii own nicihods :o tinJ 
solution!; to contemporary social issues, could not come to the aid of the yoarh. 
who were, for the mosr parr, left ro r'ie Secular v e Jneared, imitative utI -wlf- 
ccnteted Iraniaii intellectuals, who lackeil both preparation m and appreciation 
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Ot their Owrt practical CullurC .* 1 Il wj). Ljil'M.' ci re umst prices theiT gave rise TO 
strained relations and estrangement between the religiousclass uimJ chi: educated 
^imth 

Some scholars uri fa in ih. it with hiK thought or h'.s -to Ins Dill background have 
ascribed to Shatiati a vision of Islam without institurioniilirecl religious Jcadcr- 
ship Shnriati complained of [he inability of the religious das» tocoinuiumcjace 
effectively wirh, lipniait youth. It is critical to review some of the events that 
took place during the years when J was a student borh at the n\,i,irxf:i and The 
university in Vlusa.id And saw .i great deal oi Shar.:l:. ~\ huse evenr« sheri snme 
light on his subsequent attacks oo self-iutejesied mcmbcjs of the religious 
k is alw relevant to remember that his criticism oi the religious class begins 
during his mvi live meric in the Hus.nyniyB.-yi (Tshao, more precisely, after Mur - 
sa?.o fvtuijlihari, a renowned member ul ihe ul.imu, who was a professor j)t the 
Faculty of Theology. University of Teheran; 3iad resigned Erurn the managing 
board of That institution, because he felt that sha ran was, deviating front the 
Original jjoals of the institution hy over-emphBsij'ing The sociological tact of 
l.lurn at tilt expense of its LrtielkLtUill tlnnMirin.'' 

Sharaii's early lectures in Meshed, at the Faculty of Letters, as mentioned 
above, wen- not without historical or theological flaws, Sometimes, in o/det to 
make Islam intelligible, sacrifices in accuracy were made. For instance, the 
highly cuntrnversial and sensitive question concerning the succession of A'i 
aftet tire death of ik Ptoplrei 1632) was treated as merely a difference of opinion 
between the Shi ice concept of urisaya (designation of Ali as the executor of 
Muhammad s will of testament), arid the Sunnite concept of slwra (election or 

select: i iil of a leader through CHSUSillratiCm.). ftuil of these grUtlfKi have arguments 
to support their theses, and both, according to Shariatt, were logical and correct, 
because their contentions were derived from their understanding of the Proph¬ 
et’s role in the Islamic community, According to the Shores, rhr power of the 
Prophet included both gxsl iticia I .end spjri luiil Spheres, arid us such, lie a!ua, was 
i.n a position co appoint a leader for his community. Such a person, explicitly 
designated by him, was the most worthy person to continue his mission and he 
had tr> hr obeyed in 3 II matters, Cfn the ocher hand, the Sunnitux cnnteuoied dial 
Lau viry tart that the Muslims Madina, Lrnrrtfd. lately UpOrt tilt Prophet S 
death, gathered in a plaee to elect their leader, supports the view that They felt 
at was their responsibility cy selrcr the Prophet’s political successor themselves. 11 
ll is apparent to any student of early Islamic history iliac LUaiLCTS were not as 
clear-cut and si.Tiple as portrayed by Shariati, in addition, by regarding the Sun¬ 
nite arguments as tw a par wirh the Shut* ones, he was running into direct 
conflict with a lorigrestahlished Shiite dogma concernnig Ali's-sole right to the 
Imamate After ail, the sole justiScatLOfi for the existence of the Shi.i was ilu 
Iran mare Hit" Ah and if chut were reduced rc> one annOtig several truths, then the 
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entire devotunwl .is we I is thiokiKiL-.T. edifice of filmic lil.mi would l'iliziiUIc. 
Such 3 fl exposition by lih.iri.zqi of the ni<»t sensitive issue the In ftltiiicc w.1 - 
bemud to cnisr- much .imcn-ry .1 n ,: r g c’Ki* priimmenT it i^liuis jurhimir , ■ ’ 11 

privately acknowledged the tremendous religion* impact hi-. Icnvrri had m rfer 
Iranian youth, 

SharLari'i interpretation of ionic of the iihia doerrines pro opted public 1 n- 
icisin from some of the akfmnds (pojmU/ preacher*, belonging, as fai as kmowl- 
L'tl|!.r wai einacef ncd. 10 (he WWer Striiluni ot the rflLgmuS i'l,i*s . 1 1 u i.ily. they 
m.i|rnifn'd these Ikwi til ;l rouse public 4-n lI n 111 .sr.■ 111 ill lu* Ici-cures. Shari.a 1 
proved (u hr overly sensitive to iht sr .attacks. ()n one oev.isiun, ilm :ij^ mj :hv 
0 logical «v*ion in the tK.tdra.fii, I TnentioneJ to one r:I rhr local iheolu^y ir.i.-h 
cjs that T intended ro translate inro Knglbh part* of shariat * mak r 0 me it 
work, Islam Hhinitsi (Isla mology). He suggrsted HIv.it before I ond-t rnok iv- 
taslc, it would fee advisable to have my riven logy teacher check ritou sect ions for 
doctrinal accuracy, Shari at i, when informed about this con versa tio-n by a class¬ 
mate, wai-, enrajqcd to the extent th.ir when he wrote his brief w wk on Hiijt 
b.^Aili nl-Kindi lone til All’s most luyal Supporters, executed h> IJimyyad gov 
etnor in <l 7 ?l t be recounted the whole incideni in .■. fnornv.n li:<rcely - an. 1 * 
the theologians for rhm claim to thoroughgoing snevv lodgr Ik- become 
increasingly sensitive to these criticisms. In a serves of kcrures published later, 
Afid Jii'jnsrn andSafauid Shiistn, he uverrly attacked the celigi iumI.iv md ihi-r 
mode of present in £ Islam, 1 If • lack ul Q-.ir.Liue comprehension, and so on, I If 
went so far as to assert that .1 degree in t/tdfitd. w Im h w .- the hi;.:In- 1 ic.1 Litit l 
level qhnr qouW he ,itta 1 m-ti in :hv jn.j, anil which empowered a ffiqtaM 
to form Shis own independrnt opinion in marn rs p( r- immg e> Islamic law, did 
not require the study of the Quran,Probably* what he meant was dT-Tr tlie 
Quran inelf was far mote liberal in irs soc ial taesugt, and tli.ir the religious 
scholars had fulled to interpret it to tin.- adijniiigc i■! the Much 1 l" i -iii.int-- 

liT Ins k'Llurus on early Ishnsm. he distinguished l-clw cur.. the Shiism Ot Iria n 
Ah and slIlt S-haism, w huh he Called Ivafavid L ih 11 in , ih..t 1 , “institufK>nj .ll-lI 
Shi ism. He employed this distinction ro make I-1 ■■ Van a in I 1 r ,-•:■■■ i.v ,r, iha.r 
Shiism, and for that matter Islam in general, could m : be ii't-d as a. nadge of 
identity without accepting the challenge of its message to create .he ran Islamic 
SCTCial Otdet'. F.arly Sli 1 ism a.id SIikxE firmly tortliu pTii'.-UTmiciic of this tie 1 inti 
1 he events uf Karbala m The yeas ‘fiSlI an- .l rrnsi iider ro M i;>lirns rh r "I- very ,1 iv 
is the day of As-huta | a day of sin.Tgg.le for the realization of the Name ideal. 
tv<tn if that struggle cuiminares- lit martyrdom]; ard every place is Karbala 1 
stage of struggle with the fences of opposition to such a lealizaiion |.How 
ever, in the coufse III! Came, the hutnaniKlie aspects III the Ntnipyk'v ul All, 
Hui-jJ-'n, and Zilytiab !A!li k LlaiiyjlitiLr and H iis.aj.-n * s-.stur who was f-ri if nr -1 
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Karbala! 1 hec-irre concealed benr-iich ch u dust of abstraction, which i ended ro 
m]l v.i rr j their Iv.irx-m perSi malitieS to l!l level of v.ioen i.: n im I :x?i ng$. Two fcc* 
LiiiiiS were rCS-pim-uldc for till5- griiSS distortion of the (ni£. original fib.!'.ini fi r#T- 

the Saiavid and, implicitly, the post-Safavid rulers of [ran, who made Shiism 
their political too! so as to ■control the people ami keep them in subjugation; 
second, some of thove rr ligiu ius leadens who eoopi. rated with chew opportunistic 
nilcr.v and aHi i wed vacillation and. misinterpretation nf the oriy>h;il weich iug< of 
fill I is m. 11 

Shatiari could not deny cite positive role of religious, leaders throughout the- 
Sliin history. Wing, ftally aware through k:s own family Tradition choc there was 
.1 real nnd pTsicfical need for the cultivation of experti.w in ie gious sciences, so 
■hut the ci i mm unity should ]>en£lit from theii gu dance. However, W could not 
lvuld kick hii snosi severe, and so-mCLimes unreasonable, Crhicism.i of particular 
shortcomings of the teLigious leaden in social and political affairs during the 
last two decades. Jn Lis lectures, toward The end of his career, he was aware of 
Lis ove/sensirivlcy and overr-r action ro valid criticisms of his own shortcomings 
as well as chose that he leveled against some of the religious leaders, 12 and had, 
accordingly, revised his seance- lie was deeply concerned That some ofLis ec- 

hiret were- msronsTnied as sremming fnrn kiv personal dislike for an akhumt, 
and to rectify thi:i misconception he said: 

Dialikmg an iTid-wid is not a matter of personal la-,fcc that one should declare ho 
like or dislike for in akinttuS. One must ikiijnicnt Otie'i di> jlgenCC and produce 
a proof for one's position, Se> far jo I know', order most -of the documents that 
wcimo futiLe; foreign domination of this nation fi,e, Irani, the signatures of those 
who avf re educated anwng us, char is, doctors and engineers, ar»H who fad reamed 
from rhe Wear, are ro W found- If I fad come across a sg nature of an akiiund <ir 
the one- who had come- hack from Hajai [the center for Islamic Learning] fan those 
documents-J, then, I too would has* declared, like you do. by saying: '] do not like 
akitund. 


ihariati’s main concern in his criticism of The religious class was their indif 
ference tn the -node-n einincion, and in rh:s he was nor jhiise. Muhammad Iqki. 
had leveled similar criticism against rid mztliaSis who hod given up Lheit role as 
ttttifdiiidtttr (stHigglers in the -juth of Islam! arid had confined their energies to 
the hair-splitting discussion about minor details of rituals, In JMspaf, Ay.ituihh 
Khomeini had criticized his colleagues for the lack of social and political vision 
wbirh had her rayed rhe dignity and true mission nr their class. The community 
needed tl I igiu .i.i whoLr-, wkii coti Id make Islam intelligible ro rhe educated and 
raise the level of cic-arivc sclf-waliiaiioti among the Muslim uisrses. In one nf 
his communicarions Shatiari, admiring thr contr buttons of the Learned Ayatul¬ 
lah MuhammpJ Haqp fadr lesrensted in 1^7‘J in Iraqi, remarks rLat rite Ayatu - 
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lah in !hi:-. (wo major works, Our Philosophy arid Ovr Economy had amply 
demonstrated liis knowledge nm only nf rhr blwnic ttkiKn hut of - In- ■"■-■:.■ ■ ■ ■ 
as well He had employed mndern wtrnrifit merhndx in.i ■:hi 1 .111^l i.11v■■ ni 
contemporary t»mev til evprasi his thought: “Oitr age nutd'- -.iilI: .m .ippr ■.ich 
and such IS the teamed IsbrinC SLhoi jr I Muh.iriir ,kl RntjiT S.td: |, who is needed 
in chis in. '' Religious leaders were indispensable iso the better men ■ -I Muslim 
society. 

However,, to become a truly Islamic scholar fjJrw 1 rrijimr, 1 , .1 student or rhe 
rfurdrasa system needed special Training th en.ih 1 him tu serve Id .nr, V.i ■ rHr n;i: 
to Sh-irum, n religious sirhol.iT 'I id in 1hr hr ',1 ;kl hi :>r .1 Qiir.ir■ 1 1 -1 i".is[, wh> 
CHjiilil explain thu cvm: iiei.lI rh ivltis ol (hr new ■wteiely nivivmird by the Islamic 
rr vl" hu:■ ii'i. V'tond. 111 ' had fci'J he .1 PTophcLulugist, thorough I;. .iC go ■nii.cd w 

the biography, rhe traditions andcustom ai the Prophet* win' l -l- position in ihc 
Qurait-oricnicd society was indispensable and unique. Hurd, an Islamic sdidai 
muse have an exhaustive familiarity wuh Klamic history ■ id L lowledpe aNnii 
the Imams and other members or' rhe ]‘r»phft\ household- .0 w: I .is their cl>--t 
associates, all of whim should he- models for fsvTwir i.sl d, iHi.in to moral purity 
and ivsr socinl behavior, In rhe tourrh place* j religious seh ir n is ihor lughly 
acquainted v% 11h Ixln dik eulturi*, arid i.iJ a spcci.ilis. tn 11 in s 11c 1 ! thr sub fields 
ill Id.imr studies such as Esl.imie philosophy. history, m: w ’ M> ■■'. ill ihcst 
qualifications for an Islamic scholar were already miogm/t'd in the r'j.Jifr.rrU 
system. The method in that sysreoi, however* was draftically ditfnmi from the 
one to which Sh.ixa.ti had been exposed and w hich be advocaied. Undombtcdly, 
it wsas the method that was crucial in the presenouio-n of Ishim to modem edu- 
rated youth, I he backwardness of the Muslims, aecnrd m tn Mvin.ir had to 
be attributed to their rnethodoloity, according m which they endeavored ro dis¬ 
cover universal.* '.v 1th11.1l any aUcinpL .Ll empirical obsers .llifl* of thr r. iTur.il 
phenomena. The “Hel len i/ed" :.:ilr '.I cl Inals among Muslim fdiptHU it hi 1 Lin 
were satisfied in classifying the Quranic verses into in, kinds: I I'hose which 
remind a person to perform us I'-ke, such as the daily satift worship fa-tux 

and so no; and those which r.rfr iipj :l pi'Tsna tm perlorm t'- like, w IThour 
requiring 'f- such as tr.i', uLmyi In order to eii pixL dly observe the ■ iircnnif of . 
CJr Let ol Cod I earing and Cud rejecting pCOpLeS. lav ieCi ml v. in .Shanati s 
view, would have led to the modern methodology of direct obsc-Tvaiiori .md 
experimentation-. so as to rsiract the particulars wh ch would have cd to ,n< 
inference nf The mmc nails. [.irk of ronrern tm tmderst.tnt; rhe pamctllars 
including tar underlying nftnri of ti e society and ihc ii:d vidual, has led to .1:1 
overall ignorance among the acre a I led ulaitia. In spite sd ihc-ir prali&c literary 
nuTput, they have remained out of touch with modern Muslim society. ’ 

To Iranian ynuth- Shaniati's approach tu the undeistanding of Islam wai sci- 
CilLitic .jnO original vd front ja derp-sfiated he I icf in rhf sup re ri.icy of I si itilie rev- 
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elatiOn. ] licy also fell ah alimil y with OilC <vho resembled them in chni external 
ai. wdl .it sillier disposition, After his lectures,, WC JSCd to LclI LIL-Uii [HrIii'T rh-Jt 
ilhariati sounded very familiar nnd yet convincing, He was- distinct from nib 
other tencher* and lecturers- EHb wiis like .1 huither, n person who dressed like 
in .and aspired to what wt all aspired. He inspired, new mrereir and confidence 
in Islam and. a total commitment to its norms in everyday life. Muslim* under 
[slam had to face its fundamental revolutionary challenge—the challenge that 
was hisroricnl and which generated a profound stem* of responsibility and con¬ 
cern for cimmori human ctertih}'. An incredibly large number rtf ;yuiplf were 
drawn to Islam as a result of Shari ari's eloquence and sincerity two rpi-nlii-ien 
rlsat do not always occur together, 

Yer, watli all chat powerful vision of Islam cImt he was able to create in the 
minds of milli un.', of lr.tni:mx > Shain sici knew- the limiratii.m.', of n reformer such 
as himself: he sets out the best of theses and principles o» paper, hut is never 
aisle to change a society, What was rise point of the distinction he drew between 
a reformer/teacher like himself and a prophet who is endowed with knowledge 
about rhe divine norms which exsst its nature ;m<J why employs these norms to 
this advancement of his sOtiaiity? Was ht alluding tu the religious wtuiim that a 
prophet aluiK holds due to Eiis claims to an extraordinary communication with 
Clod enabling him to move his society to a definite goal 11 

ihariati knew [ran too well nor to acknowledge rhe cultural and religious 
aspirations of his people and nnr to realize the numerous nfcicaclm tij their 
achievement. The major Impediment that he suw wus the Lack ol" creative self- 
real iiot ion and self-respect among the youth. They could bo vital!ted only by 
an Islamic revival Phis was especially the case in The wake of the apparent 
failure of pre-Lxlamir Imninn cultural ncrtiOns employed during the Pabluvi 
regime in jti attempt to revitalises sense of national and moral responsibility 
in youth. He recognized the extent to which the competently trained religions 
scholars were capable of correcting the slruarion with their prophet-like per- 
:i:Vna|itics null rhe legitimacy rhar was afforded fO them in that posit ion by the 
people. A mete lay reformer could not and did not possess a similar basis to 
attain his goal in improving society. Shana:!. therefore, regarded rlie religious 
srhcsbr^ ns fulfilling 3 fundamental function in Iran, 11e did not hesitate to repu¬ 
diate thuSL among, Ltitrn wh<j in riu way atjntTd^utod Icj (IsC JOCiO-politicflI life 
of the Muslims, but merely prided themselves on a specL.il statu? as mb^si, sim¬ 
ilar to the ordained priesthood, with ceremonial priestly duties.“ [n his last 
years of exile in Mariitan and his solitary life there before he left for Europe in 
1977, it was evident that in spite of all the popularity that he enjoyed, hi; role 
as religious reformer in the Sihia Islamic context was in question even among 
she youth, (some uf his lectures on rhe topic of dialectics and historical devel¬ 
opment, which call for the establish merit of social justice and equity- theme 
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(hared hy Marxism and Nhii-.m—I kIt much mom for vanmii COfttemling 
groups, religious as ^vcll li nmi religious, ro claim him it their ideal'ijini- after 
I s death. 

This factor has let) to the difficulty of assessing liis actual contribution to the 
Iranian revolution in 1V73-79, It mast now be acknowleJged that not ail who 
rallied under 3m banner nfcer kiv de-Stk, werr 1 indy his 1 1 ■ nw v.'S n :iriv sense, 
f.i'ie.irlv, cnic .all psi'pk in Iran had deL'hurd their . 1 1 k v.i/inci. m Islam hi nv, mv 
rhr departure ui the Shall in 1979. Claimirij; to 1st the follcwtr of ishjriaci MrM 
■tot only seen to be revolutionary and progressive, bur it Mas also used as * covet 
fora latent a nri-religious leadership stance. 3i is unfortunate that Shariat i, who 
spent the best years of his short life expounding ano ret isir.it his ■■ ie^s m reli¬ 
gion, which actually etwrtiibuwd m die Islamic revival among .i Urge fcietoi “I 
modem educated youth,, did not Ijve hiti|; t-noiij’.h ro mcx'il -- km -.inijih - it .ili 
tte.-.fed material oil I-.I.nr.ir. SCKial history before it fell into thr hands of oppor¬ 
tunistic -inli telig.ie>usly ill-informed persiii s to manipulate tu the deiriiicrut of 
what he had worked for. 


comt.i usion 

It is nut simple to aualyirc personalities lilci Slur.ati, who appear mu r. dimrrt 
sional in thtir [hriuy.hls inid deud-. It is a ir :ri ir k .ihle pheruimeiii a it the h iiu-> 
of great men that they leave so much unresolved in c lit it careers rlui one a x.nv 
wishes that they had lived a little longer to solve these pun lew Shari at i set uui 
to establish a discipline of LsJamology" (IsSj»\ That ■■.. to apply Ida in 

to the needs uf contemporary society, rather rh-an ftirmer contribute to the per- 
fectmn. tif er-ukrnm.il 'Islamic studio ; urr-m,' : J/.i.ri’j-ir.. hor h m, I. am v. is a 
:>i dimertSHinjI re, .gin n which Lam Id nutt the s. ha I k ites ■, of modern i;rt.o. 
“Islamic SLudifs, 1 as taught in the ffltldVditf .lnd at the faculties ■ 1 1 theology in 
modern Iranian universities, wart a discipline founded on the “institutionalbed' 
version of the original and eh namic message of Islam, anJ preoccupied w th the 
abstraction and rheoriiaiion which had engaged rht enerities ...t trad r onal 
scholars up to pre-modern rimes. I Inwu veT, " kl.nniiliigy was cim timed wrh 
providing the riecmxnry j'.eiiJ.mce hi modern Muslim society at the practiL.il 
level through tlie iindcritJHding id Islamic revelation ha-.ed upon a rorirerpre- 
cad on of Islam. To achieve this latter goal, Muslims in concernpotary times 
were in need of the ^Msnyuryj-lilce religious instituTions, capable of arousing 
them, to transform rheir present circumstance ro an ideal Istamic sncierv, w here 
Muslim intellectuals, rommicred to the tllscmliiie lit "Islam n itiiy eonld 
expound the true Islam. Ska nan s contribution tu the [slmmc revival m the L»i 
rwenry years should be viewed in connection with the transform at ion oJ a pop- 
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ulnr huxayraya into ;in inStinitK rtf "lifomtifogy ’ srJ the change of an intellec¬ 
tual's role LtHO L1::‘i' of ;i modern-day Muslim kauher piKacherTtformcr. 

Mu* Iij'n youth in Iran, whose predicament was well understood by Sharwri, 
found his fresh sociological Approach to the roach ngof Islamic iiisLury not only 
originating, in i strong religion* belief rind upholding its practical implication 
in iuu ,n .s lift*, hut a]So providing ;l direction fur Islamic conduct and holding 
Mir,lim youth in it. His ,L Islii 1110 logy dealt with UJnrn .is .1 nnv sociological 
foot, a new piaciical [slam, markedly different from the one a traditional 
preacher spo-ke about. Shariati 1 * thought, as a consequence, 1ms a remarkable 
appeal for the younger generation of men and women who found in hi* 
"Islamology’' a viable and reassuring alternative to the Marxist and Western 
conceptions of society. His Ulamolojjy" berime for more popular with 
younger Inmans, who clearly urideis .1 lkkS the dynamic and revolUtitVWIjy con¬ 
tent uf Shiri:ir: s lectures .irid. writing* during thr Islamic Revolution in IftTfl— 
79. However, in the process of JcmOiiSLu'ikup tl-.C iOCfo-polibCal frameworkuf 
Islam in vigorous lectures, Shariati's system achieved its impact lm part at the 
expense of intellectual caution. In his brief analysis of ijtihad, for instance, 
where lie assigned conscious and deliberate accommodation to new conditions 
and views, he failed to show how the principle of "'independent reasoning” was 
to be maintained if The classical analysis in this works of ^'demonsfrarive juris¬ 
prudence' (aS-fiqb al-ixt&HaH) were iibauill rued. His interpretation uf the clas¬ 
sical Islamic ptrrnlcf v, ;ls i-mre than 1 ■ Ii l 1 1 Strained to achieve his purpose and ms 
comprehension uf the L-voluLion ul ihc modern West w.is shallow and, ni limes, 
one-sided. He never gave serious evidence to show That Islam would be better 
able thou other systems to survive modernity without endangering its principle 
of continuity, Nevertheless, his lectures presented! a more satisfying mrerprera- 
ticrn nf Islam fhnri the tire Iranian Muslims were accustomed in finding Iei the 
discourse.* lit Lire traditional Muslim preachers. The natural consequence ul 
Sharfoti's sense of the high ultimate- desLiiiy of Islam was to regenerate the- rev¬ 
olutionary and reformat iff aspect of carfy Islam, os became apparent in 1979. 


N 0 res 

I. Shtm.irl in h.i lecture, l/rji'ssd yu nuiiV{iY>W-jy .IuIh-ji I Independent Keasuci 

iug and elie Principle of l>rp*:u.il Rewtlminnl I Houston. Tex.: n.d.!, p. IK.al.ude*to this 
preJicanwrit of Muslim ycuth. Etc lays that the greateic ubslselc to a Muslim yoiifh'* 
vultlpreheUiiUM uf Uluin is tbe fact that itiuw who pixeiuii llwt !toow|c'!lj>e of Islamic 
sciencesD*e religious elasal do noi have access to modem meihodnlogy h> mast it in:*. 
I.gihle to modern youth; and, rlie*e tvlio at:: its,no,! 11 modern icicncilic me:iiod -.ire alien 
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rn Islomk learning. Ii id Only by cOoperaoHJii and ■.' in lOfflkci d( tnnt WO 
&?|y!>lacs iTijt rhi' true Islam tail be nude available cu ihc suli-t: y. 

}.. In errl*iiij 5 his urirr, ] have tried to I-iiLI-li-p.' hii ini LMrrru.il Jpvcl oment is drl r 
eatf-d in his brxiki k'atdr (A Salt Desen iMeshai, LV 19 , :j 7ii;. rhisbthi'i, is-, mtin i>r 1l-s*-. 
ari atiLOt>iQ£rapby nf kin irndltcm.il iteeply ftxsrrd iiuhe rural iradir nn (ii Iran. >virh 

prutuuiid ■Scuwe of responsibility inward V* var.il tni i isrni, I-.a. n-rh nn i ..s 

i>bsl idcr- in I lie way nf i|kt ImI li II ■■ itisr rjf Chflt Obligation, In hi ’ wordt, ittfCfiltad 0 i Hit 
copy td thy work he pj.t'f iiWi "It is »n account ul J* stressed ■ ■ 11 ■ ■•■ mu" 1 Mini ■. . . I- 
should 'at read with patimur. ..." 

3, Sharuti, Riraikh dll' di:Td'r .i: in.u'jt Mn lle'-.ix'-ist. to S-,me Qe.r-xitin'-l. in.p.. r i d. . p 
09. 

A Mohammad T.tc|i fi-h.ir tri. Tafsir : um ir! iTeheran, I'h^S is .1 grim: rxsmpli -: hi 
brilliant effort* In ihit Jirtcrinn, 

i. Shauuti, .iftl rtf ufkif I Ifllbai and Usl, pun "t hif, 1 nlir-i 1 works t-irritkd Ws/«.. 

jf athar. K '■■'■Is. dthr-r. 19771. vol. 5. pp. 92. 132. flrrcihcf referred to II Hj.-iji.-j.i 
T his iswe was treated in his early mator written work Tsl’tio i-.‘ 1.1 J I Ii ■ ■ I ■ I la, ■- Me- 
had, JJ47/ 19781, p. -1.9 iff. The ideas in rhis honk should K" n .;.i-.\d .■•• rhr miiiupring 
id Ins I.Lier lectures in which all rhr themes rre.ired here, in rhr farm of ijueuim-i rower, 
recur 

6, See Cattitotae Tfttst- Docforst irruiscn Minifiicc dc rEducMkuth voU 79 •!:.■ 

(1W2 6.0, p. 3$1_ whis.li records lhs.-tht‘ ' iMidtr IT- r rr • 

7. .llrr^nuMt?, sul. 5, pp. 6“ C-H. 

S. fjfuran. S. 55: Ld. 15:16. T.:2. LS:L2. 

9. S. }k72. 

Id. StiariJiL jfai*uji, p, 75-76. 

It. Ibid., p. B3-87 

12, Ibid,, p. K7, 

13. Sbid., p. 04. 

H. Qun n, S. l."d!’. In itljm st'wjs: he ci-cii'v-.rs list J> nainie w 11 ■=• t jk IW sshirh 

he t;iyA he kul lierivet from his t.ithe' M. Shariati, pp. "l-l I I See d- lit. 53 di p. 12 t 

For hi? disctiisronof fa&bat, ser ul: w 

[5. Shariat], Isi-jm ifrjnjjy, p. H5. 

Lri. Ibid. In his first chapter, pp, 17-12:1. in variotA places, he indiciies rkiitf point, lor 
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MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES 
ON A RESURGENT ISLAM 


As material in Sections E ,ind IE illustrates, while a cone of Kbmiv hs id .iml 
practice exists, modern Islam has been Kim g ThnHtjih j dynamic iJL-nu d. Id nui^i. 
ihotlE ht and p r j ct-ice _blM/g_hj^LIL L|i IJ'■ 1 1 -r i i ~if■.! but h by h: ■> 1 1 • n l.lI >. i i ■_ ui nL .i i il-l - and 
.b^'Mu'ilini interpretations. Althnu^h an j.lnJri-Ll:ii-iLU id ST .iii.mvl,;-..“,e '.fT 

resurgence- is increasingly ivailable .'ind^M-lul. Muslim perapocriwes on che 
nature- of iheit resurgence—iis cmscs, problems, and pro specie—or.' 

cenrrat to our unders-ianding of this- complex and mulTif,veered pheiunnenur. 
This section of The volume provides direct access to cnBiTetnpnrjTy Muslim 
re flections on the naTuri* jnd anemia »l .1 resurgent Islam, r:-. impIicattOrtS lor 
political and ecmmmic dlev£Lri(wtient. The mala r: a I l la: JiI■. di.Ki n jt iinrijjly 
represent ike statements of detached observers., hue rather [lit opinions of Mils 
liras who have been directly involved in rhe Islamic movement, ^itlvn iheir 
own countries and internationally 

Eli t he openm£ sel ecttun*,"’ i h e I mpaeT id r h r \\ :^r on The M1 i^l i rn orld a n, I 

the Islamic ItesiiTKi. nit\ I'rid-tssor asharshid Ahmad, pri ilcgc .VIj-wIjeij 
Mawdudi, and trained economist, as well as j former mi ni^ccr ■ 1 1 I'i.mniiL, a id 
Development in Pakistan, maintains that the Islamic movement today see; 
freedom from western dominance. Its g«il is a ‘"rebiruauring of '-mien ndi- 
vidual life and codec me life:, the whin Ming uf vociostconomic life on the f:-un 
da: ions of Islam ' Amidst the irun-flut ;■! western and I., lam it ini-, arc', "hi re- i.r 
U.rii-LL tLprL-.vtnts a third alltrnJLjVL 10 Capitalisl Slid SC*.:.j|isl yslLins, .1 pos 1 1 -L . 

creative response 10 the challenge of modernity. 

A critical issue for twentieth-century Islam has been rhe question of change 
mid adaptation. Ef rhe classical doctrine IS that Isl.mi in a riir.d way .■■ life, 
revealed E>y God and enshrined in Islamic: law, then to what extent 1- change 
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possible? Tliis question :s especially poignant today as Mm.-, Inn revivalists seek 
to establish more Islam ically-o reined state* and societies. D.r. S-adiq al-.viahji, 
great-Rrandsem nf the famed nineweiif h-eentnry Sudanese Islamic u.-v:vjli«, 
Oxford trained, and 3 l>:.>nnrr prime ini11 isLu r the Sudan, respr.171.Js .to this ques- 
tiuji in “Islam arid Social Change,' For different reasons, Western anal ysts and 
conservative Muslims have shared a tendency to view Islam os antitluttic-jl to 
change- l'Or the former, I dam is n literalist religion which is art obstacle (O 
all a 1: i-'.l . Ftir the latter, it u the perfect, LmirliJSaLih, "'straight path'' to be fol¬ 
lowed without deviation. If law is die comprehensive, divinely mandated path, 
then substantive change or innovation {bids} ss an unwarranted depatrare from 
Tradition/law. 

Sadi 11 al- Mahdi aualyee.i the causes of these lalst views 1 if Islam mid attempts 
to demonstrate how Islam fosters and accommodates change. While more con¬ 
servative fundamentalisr Muslims look to the psst for their paradigms, Sadiq al- 
M .shell argues that There i,s no particular I d.inr.c political or econom 1 C system 
IrlSttad, there are nnirnitahlcr piifiCLplei ici iight uI which MilsIuh* in the pas* 
and in the present must develop systems chat are appropriate to rheif historical 
and social milieu 'I Hus, thr task of contemporary Islam is ro undertake a fresh 
interpitTation of Islam. 

Hawaii ill TarjL.iL is a S U i b Oil i*l £ ■ L L d n l‘J t ed legal scholar, founder nf the 
Sudanese Muslim brotherhood, and currently Attorney tknetai of the Sudan. 
As he notes, he is "directly involved in The political process that seeks to estab¬ 
lish an Islamic state." Dr. TiiT.ibi present* xiime nc r rhe essential nt universal 
char-jcieiiiiies of such aatite, focusing on 1 ls nature and fimciiona. 

There are many issues surrounding rhe creation of modern Tslaniic states. 

I he historical and social circumwances within which Islam developed have 
changed; what dtitrs chi'! mean lor Islamic political thought and pniLfiue today? 
How open is [slam to modern notions of state and society; nationalism, popular 
sovereignty, democracy, freedom and dissent, popular political participation 
nmJ TBDre.i-enratirni, modem law and economic*? The remainder of rblt sect [cm 
presents selections which delineate the nature and purpose of an Islamic state 
and society. Given the ideology of an Islamic state, what place is there for 
nationalist or pan-Islamic identity and allegiance? What are the implications of 
jil Ik; anno State regarding l| iiKi.'tinri.', of Kiivi-TLigLity, elections, political pJtt.CS, 
and the rights of non-Muslims? 

A fundamental issve underlying attempts to establish modern [slamLL nt-aLcs 
is the nature of authority rnirl the mle rif democracy in [slum. 

Justice Javid Tqbal ClEic son of Muhammad lqbali, scholar, lawyer, and for 
many y«nrs, justice of rhe Supreme Court in Pakistan, addresses this important 
question. Fur Justice Iqbal, as for Dr. Turahi, while Islam is open to rhe devel¬ 
opment of new pc Utica! and legal systems, tIm ideological mmmitme-it nf the 
,(ate' dues »«t certain limit* m restrictions affecting Suih areas as CStldisLltCS 
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qualifications for elective csffice, the conduct of elections. The legislative scopes 
o; a national assembly or parliament, .an-/. rhf political parry sysrem "Only such 
political parties which adhere Lex Islxnnic ideology can he p£Trnitn?d to function 
in .1 Muslim rUihnnal state 

The racahlishmcntof israel in LR1& was-The tulfillmeni of Zionist dreams m 
provide a homeland fc-T the Jewish people- However, for Muslins rhe lost (rf 
Palestine to the isxnelis wn* and continues to he .1 m.i|ur political .n.. rr ignuis 
j-5si.ir. As indicated curlier in Lhi-, viduinr, ihc Arah lir.ifl: wart, in particular 

Israeli control of Jerusalem, make Palestine not simply a Palestinian or Arab 
problem hurts worldwide Islamic issue. [Email K. al-baroqi, a Palestinian sekstar 
and Muslim leader, arriculjT-rs The perceptions of many Musi ms in their d 
(motion between 1 rejection of Zionwm ant! rrm|-:iiTiiin of 1 da hut In ack 1- 
Cion, he vi: ingests what an l.d.;m:L soliUmri nr alternative would impl v, 

A mayor ihunc ol the isl.unis resurgence is -l - li ion: 1 l mili. 1 justice, fust is 
Western-baaed political systems have been found s-v lli it iii^ liitou hate riant eco 
nomic systems—capitalism and communism. Poverty, illiteracy, and dbrribn- 
rion of wealth have continued to plague most Muslim si icier Western eco¬ 
nomic systems and Arab socialism have m.r ulrered the sm.i.mun .ipprevlab!y 
Muslim TC viva lists ni tribute this ianlurt to eonr rmrd rdianct on imporrctl clo 
normc models. Juslcad.. an Lsl.nnie xiduliori to cci iih irniL development 1x .itlvo 
cared one whii.h :s moled in tlic beliefs, valuer., and exoir'ictKe • •[ the people 
and is, Llicreluic, In.i lli jl-lt- n- inspitL-. nutr.iu-. and assure Islamic social ma¬ 
lice (adl). Khalid ishaque is a jurist and scholar who h,is served as a 1 expert 
member of Pakistan's Islamic Ideology Council ir in efforts to formulate mod¬ 
ern Islamk economic rnensunex In "An IsL.imk Approach m h'cuiuimii llerel 
opmcrit, ’ .it v.inimuruestki critique 1 it Western economic niixlr 5 .iiilI piLsunts 
an Islamic social Iruitiewotk lux CCcnlLimiC development. 

As we have seen throughout this volume, religioi has been part :nJ parcel 
of Muslim history and politics, a reiigio-political movement with a m 
mission CO spread God’s rule anil His revealed way of hie. I hi:*. IsbrniC fi'".iry 
is the record ill Mix-dim at tempts .it different times, in different [daces, .itid wrth 
varying degrees of success aitd failure, 10 carry out God s v, il . I Is. per kid id 
Muhammad. the early caliphs, successive Muslim empires, and assorted move¬ 
ments to renew (taidid) -and reform [rs/sfd ihr Islamic community -are part of a 
continuum which extends to current .md fumre movements m hl.im. Kem.il 
Farulti. lawyer and Islamic vehciLar, in his ''Islamic Rc.sury.eneL: Prmperts and 
Implications"’ views current aitempts at Islam izat ion both in idatrcm to recent 
Islamic movements in Libya and iaudi Arabia and contemporary experiments 
in Pakistan and Iran, Such an evaluation is important because of rhe issue* and 
question., thii- arise from siscli experiments .n well .is their pcxtfitinl imp "l.l 
cions for the future directkinjs) of Islamic Tevivalism. 
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The Nat Lire of Islamic Resurgence 

KiriJUSHin AHMAD 


hour important consequences dirccrly related to the impact of colonial rule stb 
rr'lrvpnr rn an und«r«iiiKlmg of dw contemporary Islamic resurgence in general 
;mil tine emergence lit" the Islamic movement in L':i L isr.in anti all of the inbfOll- 

tineni in particular. ■ 

i, •. ' 'l -■ -w ■' rc, r y-i- T- ' >t r> ■> ■■•*■..■■■ J 

i . . , - , 

, sv> * l f.v . 1 -1 

(VLUSI.1M PRHHCAMKNTi THF IMPACT OF COLONIAL RULE 


The Hirst is secularization: secularization of the Mate, its political. economic and 
social institutions. Secularism tried to introduce and '"impose 1 ' a new social eth¬ 
ics deriving, inspiration frnni a worldview and a policy perspective diametrically 
Opposed to I he basis Cnl which a Muslim Society IS founded. In a Muslim vcjl wty 
individual morality and social eth 
smircp: the Quran and Sunnahi In 
vant and man'-, ruots in the divine scheme of creation and his destiny in the life 
beyond physical existence are denied. This produces a unique set of parameters 
for socio-political life, fundamentally different from theories on which afaitlr 
H.isbH society is established. This major change produced catastrophic conse¬ 
quences for Muslim sneinry. The very moral fiber of The society was 
undefjiijjLcd. 

b-rcond is a new pa turn of Western dominance, not merely by virtue of its 
political nil? but through basic institutional ch«ng«s within the cofun-.ijedesnin- 
tr.es and their structural relationships with the outside world, particularly the 
colonizing countries. The result was a pattern of dependence upon the West, 
institutionaliziing the dominance of the West. 

Third, and a logical cijnsoqucjicv of both the factors died above, has been 
r"ht* bifurcation of education into two parallel mainstreams of sertibrBnd mild¬ 
er:! education, andl religions and traditional edncjsr.i n. resulting th the division 
of the society into two groups: lIlc modern secular elites and the traditional 
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leaders Kip, I hr members of the new' secular leadership, who were carefully 
g roomed into priwn in differem li-.illcs life. ..rr lewi<e*iI upnr. by the misses 
of Muslim people .iv it e rcea a nes—.s', people who hjivf Taken rhe values a ni l lii:-- 
Etfle of rhe colonial rulers .inci who would hr prepared cu acr or (hr hfhesc of , 
foreign power, «r at lea.?* a? people who identified tbcoiKha with Western 
culture and its values and heesmr voluntary or mvnhi mary n'lnunenrs fur rhe 
^fescerniistnm nf The society. I his has acted as i div sjve force in society. 

This, led co rhe fourrh consequence, a crisis of leadership. : h-e [i.i-ditHuio 
leadership of the Muslim society v. as systematically destroyed s U r^-iij,n y >1 ii- 
ica.1 leadership was impnsed and in ns wake came the imposition of j Weigu- 
orienied local leadership, a leadership which held rhe reus, i p,, r t al an : ei.-- 
nomic power our Tvhich did nci :.-i|ny the trust and confidence of rhe people> a 
leadershipahenaml fium its own >1 :■ .n-.; dentified w-Lth the alien rulers and 
iheir life-style 


STRATEGIES FOP HF.VIVaL 

These were among the more important consequences of Western do.. 

and the whole of this scenario made the Muslims ask a terc pc rr incur question; 
-"Why has ihis happened—this situation of political dominance as well as tire 
decay and deprivation of our ptasr heritage?" 

One group tried to answer this question by suggesting, thai the tnnei have 

changed and that we must take to the values, tin- icchnolngy.. riic hi mu 

rions of the dominant power. Tli is would be the way ro i c up ay. a n. Th • was 
the stealegy of modernism. 

Another saLd that we hav* rear. hid I hi is Stage because s, .itl; -nil ri: r to uuir 
Ongi:i.i. pOsihOri. at jrc ilije Inily Muslim J:.i. ll i■ t i-. suit responsible for out 
present predicament:, it is 1 he departure Iiliiii .l i i; non uhicLirici wilh l-.l.tm 
which is responsible. 

This Latter answer again produced two lurthcr responses util which encs! 
to fall haclf upon the Islamic tradition and grasp il tightly, which I will descri v 
as a traditionalist position, which hdirved tlun any change wiiuld he . change 
tOr rhe WOrse. Therefore., hi' lI fast hi Our tradition .nnl r. legacy, rvneam tied 
CO our tOOti and null iry. rhe'Cwu aioeLli of this strategy were: 111 isnl.ihiin and 
withdrawal From I he processes of Wc»l ltuu.k ion; and d, LuriLenlr.it on 
presets'ax ion aad proLeelhm of (he Muslim legacy, cultural. intellectual, and 
InsticiiilLOlial. This can alsu be described as a SLiaiCgy of piuieciive resistance, 
waiting tor ail opportunity ro reassert iiselt ior Lhe acbic-i emcnr of some pi-s.- 
rive objectives. 
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Tl ierc has also been, a second response which cmphaiiiod iliac thr preserva¬ 
tion of che past was men enough if we are to face the challenge that Is knotting 
at our doors, We have to pur up a creative, positive response- to ihii siiuarirm 
by rtying to tinckTStami [he nature (if the Wistern challenge and offer an alter¬ 
native to that, The challenge from rhe West was nor confined to political dom 
ination. Ic was a challengE from a n™ civilrearion, having ics own worldview- 
,ind socio-ecowrmc ins-titunims. recking political domination over [lie entire 
world- As Mtrk, rhe response has to be more positive and comprehensive: to 
prepare for an all-out confrontation with tliu ch.ill imgi ng power and offer Islam 
ns tht* alterratfi havis f i it culture ind civilixatmu. I hits response called for the 
I'mtTgcnee of Islam ;u a iuL-invpolitieal movement which sought to go back to 
the original :ric.sxu£c uc Islam; to discover its rule rum.-* ru «wt iiwn Times and res 
strive to change the status i^uu: to rebuild the society ami its insti-mtionx in The 
Ii;jf[ ol the Islamic milieu; and to inspire the individual wish a new vision and 
a new destiny. 

This response ha.* been described as tajdid Irenewal and reconstruction}, a 
perennial phenomenon in Islamic history jeiJ therefore- nut particularly new or 
modem, ^ei it- is distinct ist its contemporary itiam testation to face die chal¬ 
lenge of rhe twemieth century, 


THE ]$LA,VliC MOVEMENT; L LS Ottit'dlNh AND CHAKAC1 EK 


yTti? contemporary Islamic resurgence, and particularly rhe Islamic movements 
' that constitute the sheer-anchor of this resurgence, must be understood nor 
merely by examining rhem as reactions to colonal rule ban in the contexT of the 
po-jirivp aspirations of the Islamic j««rtj,i#i to regain the posiricni it I<j«c b*'cniwe 
of the Western domination, As such, the concern penary Islamic upsurge deservo 
ro he seen as a pnsirive ami creative response to the challenge of modernity. Tri 
this respect, iu ihe xuhc-iuitinent the very esrahEi.'dimerit of Pakisian. in a way, is 
Symbolic of ilie Islamic resurgence. The Pakistan movement derived its inspi¬ 
ration from tlie idea Lhat Islam has to he Lhe decisive factor in building our 
individual and social life. This was nos possible under foreign dominance or 
under the dominance of the- Hindu majority and therefore, die need for ,-m inde¬ 
pendent country where Islam is free,,where Islam is able to determine Lhe course 
of events. This was The thinking hehand thr Paltisren movement. ThoL is why 
the establishment of Pakistan, somehow, constitutes a watershed in comcmpo- 
rary Muslim history; it not only represents ihc beginning of the end of thr ctvlcv- 
ui-al rule in Muslim lands bur also heialds the beginning of a, new era in the 
ideu Logical life of rhe Muslim people The it search fora funiro jxhjhicJ a new 
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dimension, an c-ff^irr to rediscover their ideological personality and n: ,i im 
•i new social G refer h.iscd ms the ideal.! .srid values of Islam 

This uTge has been aitieulaiirig icsdl «« s-rict il:u rir.d-lmLics. ;^iI l- .ill 
the obstacles and deterrents within and wiiluiy. This creative urge ru imvh 
looked upon with sympathy In the non-Musi i m world in general, .1 nd rhe West 
in particular. There were jenvitK d»tficiilTiev and bn pediments within Muslim 

society, particularly the ones generated by iho impact of l :■lirn..1 ruk CMI Mils 
lands, IulL the situation Was aggravated by the ciiiitlmiing effort 1 11! rn: 
Western powers to Western iic'' the liberated Muslim euuatrii' and keep then 
tied to the politico-economic sysTem of the West, to perpetuate some k-nti ol 
center-periphery relationship between the West and rhe rc-i. 

I'h s is the background fur the cmirrinpiix.iry move-mrnr of N.itmc re-a:r- 
genre. That suc h an upsurge is there .it almost .ill levelc ill Vfu* m exis: enct . 
irrclk'Lluiil, inocal, social, mlluial, literacy, pulilieal Slid ecorionui, it iindi ai 
able. Bui ii would be tou simplistic to assume lL.ii the movement is heading 
toward global slk cess. 'I 'lie state o I" t he cu me in pi ■ r.i 1 y M us I n h.r : e. ■■ u n at :■■ :■■ 1 
be described as one of "creative Tension." There are cen nn dt-.tr pointers 
toward the people’s pusnur idrmrifit-.ititsn w rh M.irr as .1 m airce fni person-il 

ethics and the dominant inspiration for 1 he ,CK -.ii-eeononui- order they want r■> 
establish in their lands, hill I be iiisIiLuiioii.lI obstasltt an<l selective resistance 

fruin certain power-elicei are also a reality. A new process h.-.-- been inaugurated 
in most of the Muslim countries, birr the process has yet to unfold iradf fully. 
Et is, therefore, important to identify some of the major factor- and ft tav tL.it 
ate shaping dh? future of the Muslim world. 


H. LA I STANCH ANDlt LA L! RT I NCR 


The raui>or forces of resistance to Islamic resurgence arc. some I-uw. related m 
thefour factors we have identified ear u:t av aspects of The impact of Western 
rule in ihe Muslim World-1 hs force? rhar lie.se chi' mor lit Islam c rev.iryjenCJ' 
Can I’L idctililied as two—lirst a general urge in the entirf I si a me itmm.i't 1 he 
Muslim peuplc and particularly -Muslim ycuth l3i riII lsJ. by jh uigi unit 

a hew future and seek a place of reopen and honour in the world. 

"f ri-embracing movement which cannot be classified in organization stereo 


1,1 l.ITM.- Lilli 

1 Lis i-. an \ 
itereotypes ' 


It Liau only he seen .and telr nnJ followed. It is made of two maior strands, me 
negative and lh<t ni hi. r positive. I he negative irr.Liul repis'seiLr, vrmnji .1 -.-..ir ■. 
faction with LEiL' experiments with secularism and secular iefeulogics :■! naiion 
■dism, capitalism and socialism in the Muslim World. The pusitbe strand :t 
TBprewnwd by a rediscovery of Islam as an all-embracing system of life—as ,i 

faith as will ns nn ideology nn:: a progr.i-mme of life. 
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(irmtempnniry Islaniu. resurgence is *ymixilrml » much a? t has been 
sfTt* i!i|~r It i'^i s‘lI i iii I fiiriiticd by ill* political liher.ttinr of fhe Muslim lands and 
$<nnc vigmficiiitt shifts iii elm balance id CCuikjiikl power in favour of some Ot 
rhr Muslim countries. Rut the most decisive influence in producing rhLs upsurge 
hus Cmne from tht Contribution of flic religious leadership nr tiif Mils iin COUIV- 
tries, the 1 Jliirnti Jiid the Suik'.li in general, and more specifically the Islamic 
revivalist mo-vemienrs.. 


LSLAMlC REVJVALI&T MOVEMENTS 

Islajtik revivalist move menus have their loots deep in the history of the Muslim 
people,, medieval as well as modern, It would be naive to assume that there 
movements have emerged our of the bloc There is an almost continuous chain 
of Islamic movements operating amongst the Muslim people in all parrs of the 
world, H These movements have mostly been conveniently ignoied by die \E , est- 
em observers of the Islamic scene, who have confined their gaie to the ripples 
on the surface of the water, never caring to understand the currents and cross¬ 
currents beneath the surface. Those who have tried to touch upon this phenom¬ 
enon have done greater infusTke by misrepresenting these movements as man¬ 
ifestations of militant Islam, The labels put upon them bear no relevance to the 
nature of the c e movements!, they rep resent the bias or the fears of the vested 
interests- Therefore it is very important that the nsTure of these movements be 
understood in the light of their own perceptions of thru cole- 

The Islamic rnovemeniSj despite some local frpipirt'-s and indigenous accents, 

have stood fur similar objectives and displayed common ckaraetirnwicK. They 
have shown unwavering Cnmirntmenf to [slam and grear Capabilities tit face the 
eljjLI enge of modernity creatively. '1 hen intellectual contribution ii uutchni 
only by their moral fervour and piditical LonHcioiLMiUKi. 

The mOSf important aspect id tht mi -.mi in of ihtStr lslUiliiC movements hits 
been their emphasis <711 Islam, not gusi as a set uf beliefs and ruuals, but as a 
moral and social movement to establish the Islamic order, And by emphasising 
|tlvs, they have identified themselves with all tlic tnjdid and ;ihcid movements of 
history. The works of Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, and Mawlsna Saiyyid Ahul Ala 
Mawdudi (Indo-Kak subcontinent), of Imam Hasan ul-Rnuna Shahid and Sayyid 
Qiifb Shahid [flgysTA. of Mali It hjn [<abi .ind .S-haikh Ibrahim al Jasmin (Algeria), 
of I>r. Ah Shan.it’ and Imam Kritimeim (linn), or Said TlurSi. ’Turkey), and oth¬ 
ers COgetliKT Const iiutu rhe movf impQTtani influence iri ptexfucing the CCHliem- 
porary revivalist movements in [slam. Only a close look at the mind and 
thought of these leaders and the movements they inspired can reveal the true 
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r..iTijrr nf rh:.s riHriniincnoii me ufdm, un effort TO idltE h Kin 1C :ln uniltm 
pairnry reality ul ihc Muslim life and iUL'ifl 

If alio deserves- to be mined that rhese Islamic miicemems see* r'.-r .m-jj-i.- 
1 kC=tsive- reform, chat is, changing .ill .i^m'i.-t^ o£ l.fe, mj'ltiiiR i.nrh :he centre 
point. The rclationsh.fi bt'rween rhe- flL-rn.il .liiC cIt it-mpora . rhe Iiicr.i imih 
and r he COnT-fn-ipor-ny sisciu^pohtiL . reality, is tin'll .1 i. rut ml "ic. Maw m.i 
M.jwdndi :nnl i,::hv rv. h.ivL .lJlItlsscJ thcitiselvts to this issue I hey III-,'.- ilio-wn 
the lelevjnee of faith tor individual moral ry as well as ft -i social nhio, for 
political life, fur economic relationships and fur the establishment nr .1 jrusr 
social order This all-embracing comprehen-oYL'riei.% . i ih■ Nam-i ii.sseiv.ri-t is 
integral to the junsu-i-lsJaini Pakistan, the M n-Jnii Brotherhood, .-> we if to 
Other Islamic movem-rurs ill rhe twentieth ernrury. I h:» .:■ mprchrm, v i*'i:*w «f 
Istlnni .ns mil intiyrr.iti vl principle is sLMtiCt.‘iiiig nh.i. I’i i. urilr.r,ts ■■ I:.1 r[.,k with rl : 
Vt'cst for it is iLLit in IcLi-ping niih tin- loilien-.p.. ran Wcslurn appriu., I: in 
h-jiii;ns life arid ill problems. Uildri w Iium- ill Licuc'c pmhlL-iri-. .nr t| tidied pi«.-Li¬ 
me at and Ln isoLaii-on because they are noi seen as iarerrekted and grounded m 
an integrated worldview, 

Another important asprer of Islamic resurgence » rh.vr ahhc-ngh si.ch.-p..In 
ical struggles have taken place in thi? ciiin.'.r n! n.n I!1 1 yrii.u Iins : r. j.• ■ 
lighting liic.il jntttFSCs and pn.hh-ni-., rfir tlirusi id lh<- Islamic rev . .1 H :n. . 

ni l:i L is nr >1 nationalistic in character. Ilia an iiku 1 *y ic.lI imntmnil. Even il 11 
is confined Ot ili imp. 1 C I is Loil'mci 10 .1 psc.rI• Li iTTTr”iTTT! r■ ■ 1 1. its approach is nol 
nationalistic or parochial. It it- ideological and ilicn lo dr lam i. -i 1 m:l-ii n . • .il 
Islam is a universal religion and all Muslims, regardless of h.-l m-al 01 
Ties, belong to a single community of brotherli-nod itwu.jJi 

Yet, another important aspect of This movement s that it s no t-secrar .m 
And this 13 very important kn the context u| Miisl: n h|st rv u-, iv. , n ir 
I'.iCv tried to bring -ill SCCIs, nil the vsihoufs ot Muslin (hi iiy,ht to iiinnimn 
ground. It is moving, neither on the pattern of tlir “Ecumenical movement in 
rhe Christian world, nor of That of a religious trade union. Its basic emphasis ia 
that rhe essential jre.i of agreement amongst .ill Muslin- schools ,-t thn ight is 
far greaTttr Than its fringe differences %'neti the b.is c kw, and regu .nions --f 
Islam mil bring threatened, we mvisr ConCentr-HTC upon the i/ssent 1 . 1 I s HI tin areas 
ot agreement, allowing fur Lhc frCucLnm ;.r earn in dividual and o.ich yjrmip iu 
follow- his or her own interpretution. Thus, the v. mt’.;-. of some l.'I ihc !:h .1 -i .i 
ars, for example, the l.ire Ayatollah Muhumrnad H.is|i: Sadr. Im.i n Klc-n i-.-u. 
and Dr. Ali ShacMti fi.ive b«n published by predominantly Sunni organisations 
iuvli ns, hlawlana Mawdud-i's lamnac-i-Islami - n Paboi.m, rhe Muslim Hrv»i v 
ethood 111 Egypt and other Arab countries, On rhe ulher h.nd. the works ul 
Mswlana Maavdudi, Sayrid QlilI:, Hmsmii . 1 . Banna and l!<1uts have liLcn pub 
Iwhed hv rhe Shia communities ot Qum. The Islamic rcvolution ut lr.ii aas been 
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welcomed fey oil Islamic revivalist mov-cnuejits, and even when there .-.re differ¬ 
ences on many a point of snairgy or tactics, ttio -jjiiveisalistk 3slarn:iL current 
iv easily ilisrernabln m a world wh:eh hud unforciiiwiiely raken to sectarian asid 
!'. r 11 m |a alhiiar ions. 

Hu.ilLy, ail imporiaiu aspect which deserves to be kepi in view i» tlic division 
in Muslim society between modem and conservative* berween the new and the 
olds the wfttn’mii'injr ami rhe traditional]. I his l-.lanii:: nniveroenc represents a 
third alternative force. Without condemning any of these, it acts as a bridge 
between these two and derives its strength from botli of them. Instead of 
expanding the distance between These, ir veek v to reach a point of convergence 
.md |inn voRi'ther all r'hisr rt.soiirruh. In the J.;m;ut-i-Isbrm Pakistan 5 we find 
people Irmri the uld school, the alatna and the Sully.) (mystics) as well :l, highly 
educated people, students, professional!;. and die working classes. The move- 
mcnx worksvunong the labour force,.among farmers, among all the various Seg¬ 
ments of society. 

On 4he internalional plane ton, the approach ol Lite Islamic movement is to 
draw on rise modem civilization as well as the original sources of Islam and to 
seek to modernise without co-mpromtsiirg on Islamic principles and values. The 
move me Tit dearly differentiates 'between development .'.rid miuferm ration on 
she one hand and westernitatioai and secularization on the other. Tt says ,L yeT 
to modernization Lvjt “no” to blind westernization. The Islamic movement 
seeks to provide a new leadership to society,a leadership which, although culled 
:rom thr modern and the traditional hinterland of ihu society i, tit,if identified 
with any one of these two extreme groups but nonetheless preserves the best in 
both. 


rHE EAELEiKE Of I HE WESTERN MODEL. 

! his, i fhjnk;, tv extremely si^mficant because a very irngxintmit dimension of the 
present day ensjs in the Muslim world is that the westernizing model os well 
as rhe wesTcrnizing elite have failed. The two classic examples of westernization 
ii .Muslim countries are Turkey and Iran- Whether we judge on rhe hraix elf the 
material results LliCSC experiment-, have produced Or the mural havoc, the social 
ills and the psychological shock chat have come in their wake, it is The profound 
feehn^ id the Muslim people That the* WesTernizati-un e-uptrimenr has decisively 
failed. Both iii variants, the capitalistic av well as the socialistic, have been tried 
and found wanting. 

The while lit the Miulim son utai? has somehow -pagan! through a trauma, 
becoming more and mote conscious that the westernizing model aanr.ot deliver 
the goods, They wane to make a fresh start They do not want to cut rhcirixclvci 
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off from the rest ui the world. But I hey ;i Isli- du iioI want Lii hr dL’itNdtn: i i 
the non-Muslim ■a orld. t hey want freedom with sstwngtht fiicudakip with hem 
our: cooperation without dependence. If the wesrerwing rjcprrimeni li «’ failed 
ro achieve this, what newt? [‘he Mamie nwivi'meni represents one sucl' 
alteToarive- 

]f you look .li i.i" Iil.in iil movements over the last two caituria, you will 
find that i in he first phase the predominant challenge than he M.nnic novemeiH 
faced was invasion hy foreign powers, 3; tned to tcsi-- threat 1 . to rhe freedom 
and political sovereignty ril IJ.tr ,il-M rn (Islamic; territory hue p i coni ■ inr sut 
crrcl. Krmethelets it tnaJf its impact. A second phase occurred whet! weSti m 
dominance l::itl const ilidaLCd itsell. Again, the d'.illvi c,v . ■ Col inialism c.imt 
from Islamic sources which informed the people of their Islamic identity and 
inspired resistance movements against foreign rule I he M.nnic movement 
the chief source ir rh< link ]ji ".ii r lc mini'men;, crrlcng hh« r.iri'M' from the 
political diiminnnLe r»f foreign puwEts. And il tfiCCteilei Hu: in its Suceesss 
there also was a failure. The new sysLCi i that was esiaV-lished bv ihe nc w rt l'.i me- 1 - 
in most of the Muslim countries was not Islamic. I: was ml! cast in the likeness 
of Western models The new political, economic, and iruelles/tua k.idv ship of 
the Muslim countries was just a replica. :r.n .:,Ln: nrpl.inrcd he Western 
ptjivcTS, Now we kave a third ph.iserh.il Miihlnn uiuairij^ .ir< *ivjm(i thru ijih 
The rhr:: phawc is the Islamic -Csurpcnue. 1 he western' rini; in. I■ I his I i id 
juJ now Islamic movements want to reconstruct society 1 lu> .ire iu le.irch "! 
a tiew social order. They want new answers to the- questions which haw been 
agitating them. The Islamic movements have given Muslims a new outlook, a 
new hope, a new possibility. It is the rescnumiring of their yncierv. indr. i. i il 
and collective life* and rebuildmg socki-e-conti-m ic life m: the fn.mil.trru:-. ..t 
IsIjti. I hry art: nOt averse tn rhe eta . hiK'l ngy ill rhe 'Vt |-.,i: but ire noi prrjY.Til 
to have it iit the cost oi their Own identity and ideology. 


THF S-PFCTFR OF FUNDAMENTALISM! 

The West has failed to see the strength and ;HiU*nt!.il ol the Is imic mo ■■ cinCriL 
It has chosen to dubb .t as fundamentalist. as fanai lc, as anti-Wc-icm, as anac li 
romstic, as what noT. Noihing could be farther from the- truth It appears that 
The West j« once again committing the fatal mistake of Iwkiog upon '.'tHyr, 
belonging hi a cilfvnri: paradigm, fnm The prism of its iron Jislimed Ll ue 
gorics of rhuaghi and history. 

Bfforrs to put The cap of‘'fundamenratLsna ' 1 on Islamic movements is one such 
example. Fundamentalism was a unique phenomenon produced in certain 
periodic of Wtotem < hriwian history. It tried ro i m pose .s I remli--- interpret.cm in 
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on a Ekiok ivihk-h claimed divine- inspiraiiombur was hoc [he wotJ of God, filin' 
and simple, Tb? fundamentalist groups in Christian history came up with many 
new interpretations and Strange religu'j political poisiriems and .in? generally 
regarded as reactionary .1 r d unrealistic. I'■ >■ damping Mil- same term «□ Islamic 
movements great violence is being done to history. It is alwj bound to misinform 
-he WHShent people and poliry-malniri about ibu true nature of Islamic tesUJ- 
Kcnct, us they art being torCcd. 1« wJt thmi ici the light of a fUTtieidj; unhip-iy 
chapter ot their own history, Islamic resurgence is a future-oriented movement 
and has nothing in common with the fundamentalist approach of the Christian 
groups. It has shown great awareness of the proiblems of mooiimiry and the 
chalkngts of technology, and its emphasis on the original sources of Islam, the 
Quran and iiunna, Imparts to its approach a flexibility and a capability to Inno¬ 
vate which is conspicuous by its absent-? in the approach of the conservatives 
who sriL-k to 3 particular school uf fitfh flaw). All Iti-ic piissihihr kk are ignored 
by an a lysis who t if to see the contemporary Islamic world in categories which 
are not relevant to it. 

The prcwnT Muslim mind cannot be understood properly unless we realiitf 
th.it it is deeper l.ian just .1 political anguish. IJnfomm.itely, efforts tij under¬ 
stand the Islamic resurgence ate often simplistic. The theory that the Islamic 
resurgence ls ;asr a resulr of tapid developmental eft cuts, particularly in the case 
of Iran, is overly simplisitk, Yes, rhe development syndrome h&s its own prob¬ 
lems, hut it would he an oversimplification to aysumH that rhe Muslim peoples’ 
overwhelming respniiiC tu forees uf rCsurgtnCe is simply due In th C leu in: ns 
that have been produced L>y efforts, ro achieve quick economic development 
through technology transfer. Such diagnosis betrays abysmal Ignorance of the 
?thns of rhe Muslim snci?ty. 



Similarly, reducing the resurgence LO 31:1? an angry reaction of people against 
Western Imperialism is equally misleading. There Li a reaction against Imperi¬ 
al iitn; there is no doubt about tlhar. However, mote than a political fury Ik h?ing 
?jtfiresKKd Or articulated. A much de?p£r Cause is dissatisfaction with the ideals 
and values, the institutions and the system of government exported from the 
West and imposed upon them, ft is a dissatisfaction with their leadership which 
They Associate with Western interests $ncl b«llev? ha-i been instrumental in 
imposing Western mudeL «f development on the Muslim society, ft is a multi- 
rnensicna] phenomenon, On die one hand, it is an historic^' expression of the 
liL-cms as. well ns the aspirations of the people, b.m.ed primanly upon internal 
ds.geji.ous factors. On ’.he other baud, it is also a aespojiie to an external chal- 
ige, the challenge of past-colon al impacts on Muslim society. 

The re i ivcment- of Islamic rusii-gHtiee is a critique uf the Muslim status quo. 
is also a ciitiqae ol the dominant culture of out rimes—the Western culture 
d riviliT-arion which is prevalenr in many of the Muslim countries. And it is 
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a critique f«nn .1 different bay?, from a different point of reference: i■-.! th.ir 
fjomS of rcfprenci! i> fvliim. rlir htii; rial sourt'i . Islam—thi; Qi, r iii-,' 'v,r ri 

i.:l lilt' In::■ |j; ifL Muhammad Ipuarr hr upon himj. 

]| wpraseiaES n reawakening ui faith. Otii diyticintkkn is neglected in mostdfcf 
tl.f western Vl'MT'Ivlv rl'i.-y ,i\-imic that ir k fusi a question of political and *ociil 
rf»rrannrm«rnTt. Che ww) order is definitely important hut ik starling pi. •u"N 
i.s reawakening and strengthen rut th, and ri-hii U ng -I the u oral pencil 
aliLy and the Character ol llir nidi vid.i.i]. ] heri 1 is an uj^urge of Spirilll&liry and 




idealism, generating it new sense cf dim. Lion and a cuiMinnmi'iii 11: ryt'iiiisin . ■ 
their world, w harever Ih-v the sacrifice. 

Ih-e model of leadership during the period of t ifum-a! doiuiiiaiii-m an.: ■: 
pOM'colMiiel manipulation has been one which jtisr lot ked personal inter 
eSts. That lS why Muslim soriety has b ec o me sii devoid of moral values and 
heiloi lit lilr with Corruption. Ciirruplnni and expln i.uinn hat e become a way 
ol life irl OUl pat? oj Ur world. .Muslims have lIiuit own uenknesve' .in,; rhi 1 ' 

had faced many reverses os parr of the glubu' simai. Hut the mplmi , i a 

eernipdon which is so visible in the present Jay Muslim World is a new phe¬ 
nomenon. We relate it m the i nip,ter 11f see 1 1 a r /.n mu nd wc sitrn o .1 u ,1 1 r< vii.li 
ing. in loss id individual morality and of social ethics, .1 1 ch had hisroricilly 
hi'S'ii hast'd upon fjj.'VjrJ !ihr unity rd t~nkl sn.' Invalii rn rhe Sunn.l id th 
Prophet (peace he upon him!, and which were weakened under these alien infl.i- 
erices. Muslim modernism which has been the seculaTtting vpesrhead 
wesrcrnjzac ion in Muslim lands tried to vapr: iui]>im t lie vjIuls id w,-m, r-: hi 
eralismon Muslim society with the result ih.it lIic a.n-jul trad an ■ 1 1 value-, -,v. 
weakened; but no new morality could be developed to ! II 1 fit- gup. J: i> ii I- 
niuiil '.ncnii-n rha? personal agptrniulizemeni and socio-economic exploitation 
have become nun pane, mostly in the n.uvr nf eci'uiisin 1 C Jr veh -pll'i'i 1 at d 11', ,311 
rill prOgiLsS. Islamic r<r.-,u rgurK-u represuiits .1 rebel I ion again v- ih,\ r* ,r 
affairs. It stands lui a icaflirnuUion of lv:mur moralih .in. 1 -:,I. 1 mi <>i 
the resources of die umtnub —material as well as human iu ih,. .u-hicvein it 
of social justice and self-reliance, Musi m youth hare bcui iiwpircd hi . mlv, 
vision to rebuild rheir individual and social life in accordance wich the ideals 
and principles given hy ivl.im and rn strive n', r-suih \h 1 new t,; ,1 ..ir-dri nci 
only within their Own countries bur to see ihar .1 new world order is ihl sh«! 
ensuring peace. dignity and ['as* ice w tin- oppressed of the world. 

ISLAM AND THE WEST 


In conclLision, f would suggest lh.it the Iftlnmic resurgence |,s firimir ■ .in -nrer- 
n.'u, indigenous, pc^sitivc and idcologiLLSl movement within Muslim sncirtv. h 
is bound to come inro contact, even clash with lorces m the itnernat m al arena. 
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9 he close contact of chi' West. parriculai ly t;i rough colonial mlr is- reli-vaur hue 
mit rhf wwsvt deceive factor in producing the Islamic response. 

Musi i his cnscktilutu one "lift It nl rim him; ti r.u.r-, .-iTui,ind IOW mi 11 if -11 in 
all pans ol die world. There die luTty illul independent Muslim states !r they 
want co reconstruct tlieir socio-economic order according ro die values of 
Islam, -,t m. bound to come unto conflict with rhe inremarional status quo. So 
conflkl is there. And to chat extent, I would like tn invite mj-' western col leagues 
to undei stand that Muslim criticism of Wesnrn civiLicaiioat Is not primarily an 
exercise in political confrontation. "Illc real competition would he ac the LlvlI 
he twii cultures aiLil civilizations, one based upon Islamic values and The Other 
on the values i.d inaterhiliSUL and ilulionalmu H.L.I western eulruric been based 
on Christianity, on morality, cm faith, die language and taadta optrandi of the 
contact and conflict would have h«n different Rut that is not the case. The 
choice is hetween the Divine Principle ant: a secular materialist culture. And 
there Is no reason to believe that this competition shuuld he seen hy .-,il well- 
rawanirg human beings merely in terms of the geo-politic buujfcdarics id the 
West and The East. Jn fact nil those human beings who a re concerned over the 
sfiir tn.il and it i it;i I Crisis of inir tuiins should heave n sigh of relief river Is! inii- 
resurgence, and not he puL of! or scared, hy it. 

Once die nature of the conflict as raking place on die level of values and 
culture is claimed, 1 want to underscore that There is a political dimension to 
the situation that we must not ignore. I Hu-e is nothing pathologically anti- 
western in the Muslim resurgence. It is neither pro nor anti West regarding 
die political relationship between Western countries and the Muslim world, 
despite the loathsome legacy of colonialism which has the potential to mar these 
relationships, i :iim anil i ke llmrei.! fstntijs mid Russia and India ran have 
friendly reLtiniis with nut shirring common culture and pulLLteo economic sys¬ 
tem, why not the West and the Muslim World? Much depends apoo bow (he 
West looks upon (bis phenomenon of Islamic resurgence and nmols to tome- fo 
terms U'itf? it. If in the Muslim mind and fhr Musi in viewpoint, Western pow¬ 
ers rum li in associated! with vllorti to perpetuate the Western inode! in Muslim 
society, keeping Muslims tied to- the system of Western domination at national 
and international levels and thus destabilizing Muslim culture and society 
directly in- indirectly, then, uf course, the tension will increase. DiJictCUeCS LtfC 
bound to multiply. And if things arc not resolved peacefully through dialogue 
and understanding, through respect for each other’s rights and genuine con¬ 
cerns, they are destined to be resolved otherwise. But if. on iEic other hand, we 
can acknowledge and accept that this world ts a pluralisric world, that Western 
culture ran co-exist with nrh.tT cultures and rivi I izat ums without expecting to 
dominate over them, that others need not necessarily be looked upon as enemies 
or foes hut as potential friends, then there is a genuine possibility chat we L-ari 
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bm *11 live wirh iuit dLficfefices. If wf (i re p-rc-pa red n> follow ihb approach, 
them we would bt ;iblr In disnwiT many a in million ^roian-.: .1 in.l in n'n,1 t- I'i 
n;u:i l li ;i I >. i j,i. I Plici wi-if. f am afraid we lire heading, for h.'.r.l tiroes, 


Notes 


1. See, Uric £. W.i«rhoiifct, "Secularism". F.ncyth.y-a^St,i nf .imi In'- , «] 

by James Hast! nut (New York: (.harles Kc ribners anil hi>ns. I, |j|. M 7 -&I 

2 . ■" I hr Muslims iLcirnnd pakistan. where they could riilr armndinp m ihe-i ■. i rmlt 

of life mid il«utfdi (16 Iti iheir Own eullural y ru>* l!h, tradtiiutis and Id am in laws '*Q«u .! 
<~Aum Mohammad All .1 iiin^ti. Message n. hm-iier Muslim League Confer* ua. New. 
I 91 i See irjt(f TFjiioi^s n/,\fr ftrtiuh, cd, by Jarailoddin Ahmad I ■ In• -s: Sh. 

Muhammad Ashiaf, jl 9 £-i| vnl. 2 , ■■ 1 

'['he Qua id-f-Ar-im has also -stared •sis.-cincrls n .1 x'leerh at AI nark m M.«^h 1 *. M 
that 

“'Pakistan warred the moment il e hrit uni,- Mi.-.l 1 : nas . ■ 1:1-.r-:::,l in U -1 |r 1 

ii>ra hetore the .Ml-, I ini-, established rh-eir rule. As ... .1 11 1 1 , i-inhi.ii.Vi 1-1 -., 

was ourens-t nut unly jeJiipously but ah,.i socially, ruliarjl •, and ritinniri . all) As I ■ ihr 
Moil!ini, it was a duty imposed 01: him by Islam not ici merge his idi'i riiy and 1 idivid 
i.jiliC) in any a lien lOCicly. I fiiou^hi.iui the igcs, H ulus l-ac ryniairiLL M indu> an , 1 '■- 1 ls 
linsS had remained Muslims and they bad nut merged Ihiif entities ihi: the hasi 

mr Pakistan". Thill, Vi si ?, p ■. Hum My Paki«l»ii% ii~'i Inn I- Mini mu m , tie former 
Seereury-Ciener^l of rhe Muslim I jey-.jLjj.Me, while ipoiiug itw Obitetisf Resolution in the 
Lansintuenr Assen:bly cil Pafcoiia.il JedjreJth.it: 

‘ ['he Mizdim League has unly I n It lied hall ot its ismsann land rhar rhe odwtr I--I «( 
its mission is l-o tonvtrt L’r.kistan ir.ro a labcraton vi here we could experiment upon rhe 
PfiikigilfS. of hla.ua (u enublc Hi to makr ,1 isnitrifciunun <■■ the :iuu j riel pr 
mankind. Cwtsiittteiiit i\snf*thf}- vf Pokiuott Dehorn, Karachi, Ma.ru.ger of I'ukliea- 
Tmns, Citavr, <sf Pakistan, *q|, 5 f BO. 5 h p, % I Mai IJ. 1 SN 9 

Thar irs why the real ssvie k-sr the Musi 1 A in chcil MM-ugld for freei 1 11 India bji 
mi smpiy Uhmtitm from foreign ovdYihiiJ. 1 rule hut a Wieejimn J,- j.Ji., 1^ ,-i 1 ,i 

m .1 frit India .' 

i. "West" h» been tried here at. J proxy tar the duminant jHisveri. lit on - iiiiil-- ■.,i .- 
irali-ST vr COrrmU tIisCl Eastern Or WrsteriL, LLioii-itiny; of fxith the -.npL-r p^ssfr*. anti rhe 

futi-cs dominant in Etirope. 

S}vd Ahul Ala M#wdhldi, A Sf)Ort HrSTOrj <i^ Ken: , .i , , l i .-. 1 Mvvermfnt-i :u ilium, 
(Lahore: Is]amdc pnblicari-ons, nail. 

y J lit same is true of the Jamaat-i-Islami. H.rs:l, J jmi.it- -Isljnii, Baojilajerh, rhe 
Mus-liIP BrtrthcrhtKid ns ihe Middle Kjsk j nd other 1-tla.n-ic msis-en -1 r: 
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Islam—Society and Change 


AL-SADK] AL-MAHDI 


The question of Islam's response to social change is much (nisurukruood both 
wirhiti the Muslim world itself and cm mid r ir. I he purpose of this essay is to 
explain kiw that in i .ui: lie rs.1 a i n I ,n i'. nnise anil tm elucidate (he ways and means 
by which l:-.l.1 :■ i lusters and accommodates social change. 

Three factors have colored the Western view of Islam. First was a heritage 
ot fear and suspicion which lingered on after the Three basically antagonistic 
cnciMiruer.t hetw«L'ji Islam and Christendom which fnok fda.ee centuries ago; 
Tlic Andalusian (.Spanish! encounter., rise Crusades, and ihe Qiioituri until unccr. 

A second factor is an image of stagnation and despotism. DisenchanuiKrit 
with «he political system which governed rhe Muslim world after the assassi¬ 
nation ill Ai: uhe fourth caliph! was expressed sometimes violently hist by many 
Muslin is mostly in terms of a quiet withdrawal from engagement in the current 
poetical system. Thus the founders os the schools of Muslim low distanced 
themselves from ctmtemporaTy rulers and developed their jtfcny in an atrr* 0 ‘ 
spltCre of political absLruction. ShnLC doctruie and practice represented a Lypr 
of withdrawal within a cohesive shell. The Suii orders may also he characterized 
at islands unto themselves I hose withdrawal stratagems have been reinforced 
h'y means of utqitd (the blind fiitlmvmg of trndidonj which in every way dis¬ 
couraged imitiarive acid dynamic enterprise, This led to intclleetual stagnation. 
Meanwhile the contemporary rulers proceeded to develop their systems along 
despotic lines- As a result, stagnation and despotism, mnn: often lh:m riot, rep¬ 
resented the position of Islam ic society during its medieval period of decLine. 

A third major influence on Western perceptions of Islam is Orientalism, 
wh«ch began as a study of the culture of the Fast, sponsored by colonial ^ov 
Lmrn liiIs to formulate policy toward the peoples concerned. Since then it has 
grown oat of iliat mould and become more sophisticated. Nevertheless, thar 
'ViTiginal sin' is today responsible for the tendency nest ti> appreciate Islam in 
itself aud io pi vl undue cmpliasis. to its ultimate role in the East-West conflict. 
Some scholars, historians, and poltticans, noting the atheism nf Manrist philos- 
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Lhphy, i:i:iuxl'i abuiu Islam only J:l terms ul iis bciny j barrier against con m u 
nism. Others believed that. on the contrary, certain stmaurnl ijniil.iriiiet 
between Islam and communism a re bound ret make MiicIi in sun ery pm" ru 
communism. 

I ho-.e three factors have i:i Ofiir way or aiiorlrti colored IVuth 1 # i-tli-ui i•pm 
■mi oi Islunir the prevalent view was chat Islam is fatal i n ic and encourages des¬ 
potism and stagnation, Islam was held rrspnn*-h r for rne rype "■ «k i«y which 
existed in the Muslim wnr d- Suvr-aI uurbrirs, ,imcM,K them Mis IS eher, .in:, 
nlatrd such vie ws. 

This syndrome ftf fear and suspicion is responsible for ihaL anxiety which 
Itiecis any signs o( revival in the Muslim world as .1 menace ro he dc,,nbed 
such inflammatory expressions as: milicam Islam, hc dagger of \- am and soon. 
These view's are important in Themselves, fuT Their effects on j nrernatiunal opin- 
jnn, and on the views rrf Wrsre mmol .1111 hi its, thmlcei'. ..-.i id st.jvsmrn in the 
.Muslim world. Such views have not only disc'.lunged riliTre.i ',111.1 1 uric l-t'-LiiiJ 
inp, Inr. llioy haw also widened the ideuIng.C.T' g.ip w ith:n Mii-dim v. iticl;. 

It is unituc to say that all Western views of Islam have been equally biased 
in the way described here. Many have been both sympathetic and objective, 
often supported by research and h.ird work Hiir the .-.hove rnrmiont .1 ■. 1 • 

have continued torn lur.g span ivl nine heir.iusc they SUp]Mirti>! ami were i" : 
uippOrted hy ail incompatible p'lliLiCj.. LcmhCuni-. jnd stTnlcgu rcL.tn nlhip 

between the West and the world of Islam. 

However, from the mid-nvcnticch century onward, a number m r u mo Vo c 
opened, n new page in the understanding of Islam, ! hese-aie 

1 ) After World War II, the West engaged in 1 uj:.h ni s^-l i'-iti';i<-^ m. 

AntHn ipology, Oriental ism, and indeed all Vt uswri si ,i<:y 1: 1 it her . .iki: 1 . 1 ... 

relatively Liberated ihemscKcs from Ioi-ulct imptrul puliLicv arid becorne itus*^ 
objective. 

2) The ideas ,md designs of Wcstenuicd Muslim thinkers and statesmen 
which were so solid between the wans as represented by jCamalism secularism 
and its admirers in the Arab world and Iran, come to a sad disappointment In 
fact die-hard Weitein izCri I ike Dr. ~\ ah.: Hmayrn, J 3 r ?..iki \ Mahmoud. nil 
others have reconsidered their views and come to sae the truth n [slam 

3 ) The cause of Westernization was espoused bv cbtes, Leading "liberT" polii 
ic 31 parties and military regimes. The performance of those po t:cal part es anc 
imire pairictilarly thore military regimes was singularly wanting I he decline of 
the authority nl those elates w'enr hand in hano wurh rhe emergence of mass 
hosed movements which appealed Lo ihc masses unquestioned Ciimiriil 1:1 mil to 
Islam 

The masses have always regarded, Islam as chc basis of ihcir idemiiy. lhe 
source of their morality and the unchallenged inspiration tor the it past, ^reoeir 
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iind future-. \-ljny sections of the elite fell prey to foreign accndTurarion rut only 
hi []iC positive SCftSC of uii.^iLcYiii-.iLjijiL but j]iu iri lh>. HLg-itiVK KEroc 'if M.jh'-.-r- 

vience. Elites hoped to clSccr a coral blood Transfusion.. rejecting, their heritage 
in favor of rhw or thar imporr-sd ’’ism". They promised to Transform their sod 
rtirs to become modem, independent Jn-d piiispeTmi-i hsn ii'd not deliver rllOEC 
goods. That JisihuSiuri merit turned (he eyes ui rtlirtty elites away from rhirr for¬ 
eign inspiration and confirmed the insight of the masses. 

Islamic voices became increasingly vocal and eloquently expressed the 
esse^itinl universality and dynamism of 1*1 am, fur example, Jamal al-Din al- 
Afgham.. Muhammad Iqhal and A : f ba.nu.li. 

S) This letidcuLy was strengthened by The exposure of Western and Eastern 
"'isms''' (capitalism. and communism): their roic as vehicles of foreign domina¬ 
tion and control., their satisfaction of the desire for freedom at the expense of 
social justice, nr Kooai j:ixMBK ar rhe tiXfiensK nf freedom, and m both raxes their 
laLi&faClion of maLC-ial : Leeds at Luc Lo„t of spiritual and :nOral StarvatiiKn. 

6 ! In the encounter between North and South, these factors leave in various 
degrees produced a Trend of self-awareness and self-assertion in die whole of 
the South—the Third World, 1 he Muslim world being if largely more cohesive 
in:,I having ts ‘.elf-CiinariiiuSneSift enhanced by it-. Strategic value and rs natural 
resourc-ci (oil) has displayed a larger degree- of self-awareness and self-assertion. 
Con temporary political literature shows that the developed world has got the 
message that peaceful international relations require diem to change the pacrern 
nf their reljirerinv with the under-d^rtloped world kii that the development g;jp 
between North and S*utai is bridged. What they will do about it remains to 
be seen. The other message which must equally be heeded in this context is 
that Western cultural cthnccentririty has been a hairier to International 
antUr;,tan ding. 

RELIGION AND CHANGE 

The question of social change In Islam should be considered in the context of 
the wider issue of religion and change. Man is endowed with self-ronsrioosncvs, 
intellect and imagination, Those faculties set him apart from Lhe natural world 
in spire: of the fact that he is part of it. Religion is a system ot beliefs which 
addresses itself to this predicament and makes man st home in it, tc given mean¬ 
ing to lif-r, explains the unknown 3rd butrciie'. social cohesion. Religion is a 
psychological, soemhigieal acid ecological necessity. That is why religion, 
widely defined, has been known to exist in all human society. 

Sriei al change is al ways a feature of hu man wicidc y. I he Cai i ph AI i said ''peo¬ 
ple ate mote akin lu their generations titan tltey are re- their patents.” It is an 
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Causy t»f tension win'll rr lignins v held beliefs Kill .i;l iunrii'.ul.iii 
jn^i.nl l I..'iSome Creeds Like Hinduism put thf.r nur lphyMC'.il helirfj, on rhr 
same level as [lid* social nontis. This leases no room for soci cl aunt, .is hap 
pened with the caste system, and causes the tensisjm to grow When ti t author 
.tof the church in medieval Europe he stowed religious s.incciTV upon three i- 
ing social system thr resulting tension tnelrJ rhe anti-clerical ind latct 
anri-t. hrmiin th.ar.iL-tri ill much modrrn Eu rtVpt.Lrt mil i l rhiwg.hr 

In Islam, rirvel atiOti .litfirms ihat ru hpuri.-. x/liec is innate: diVjne imprint 
(fitret) in [lie naturecd Man. The inc-*■ laklih ol soci i cha rat n .1 mi eimHimcd. 
The Prophet said: "The Apostles preached an identical spiricua message. Thry 
differed, however, in respect of the legislative codes thtv preached ' Mimic 
social legifknoti in -he Quran is •.uacce- (>i:i of rhe rah'HI i,fio r rhe Q ron, 
only 245 .ire ■ iTi cilHmvr asprers ill stK'i.il .rgis .ition: iin prrs:. 1.1 .1 1 - * 1 r - 1 ; i>n 

liviI ami financial malttrS 1.70!; on '.rinnn.il .sH.nrs Iddl; un wimtssing .md nil 1 : 
dieation 1.1(1): on ccmsiLtui icirijl itutmt (10); on iiiil-stuil lun.il ana ■■■ is : ana on 
economic affairs (L 0 -. 

it is true chat in addition to the Quran, the Vanna const nutfs ,men her source 
of Islamic legislation hilt i: v - itself governed Hy the Qur.in The pmpher said 
Hl Numerous sayings will He arrr hired to nn; Wharf, vt ■<■■■ he.ir ini ice 11 h. 
reference hi rhe Quran If i: agrees wnh ir. rhrn E havi rmk -.ai..: 1 .nc r rii.-: 
(hen rriLvl it. ' In iJJitidn In this I here .irv 11: .1 nv sayings 111 ih. phri ■. s i • :. Ir 
warned agpinst going Ins sayings panes with elit: Qur.in: I It said ii 1 h v.l 11- 
narrated by Uni Ualama: ‘'On matters which art not explicitly re •.eased. T dis¬ 
pense matters cm the basis of my opin on." 

After die 1 ‘rophets Islam sanctioned no representative or reprc'.-m nte-s m 
find on earth whu mulct establish a religious .11 hon 1.ninh'il -1.1 nq-: in h- 
exclusive interpreter Clf the s:ien:J n s.ls. I he Quran nti ignited nml .-iced .1 ih- 
known htCaiiS of knowledge: rtsel.itiOh, iluiti'.-n. rt;LV.M _iri'i t xpt r.t in v. h 
encouraged interest in the achieve menis erf other . ■■ i Millions. 1 : curd 1 1 tv pi 
ricnce of other peoples. Thus the Quran took an open ait citJt- co f it udopn in 
of useful ideas and insriiucions of fore-ijin origin Ihe t ..si 1 ph Uni at .id tpied sev¬ 
eral Mieli ideas and rnsrinstiems, for example, the and rax called Av.jr.-ji. and the 
buteauCretie system called diira?i. Muslims h.w r inemporated anti digested rhi 
achievements of Other emlisJt ions. That dynmmsm n Islam was pup red hv 
the Quran ind shaped hy tht example of die Prophet and his lcm :i.lh u:rAl.su 
J afar al-Naqrb had said: ‘‘Tlic companions of the Ptophrc arc 1 ig :h ?.cd iliac ckf 
vpiricuj'l mejsnge of Islam is fixed To that chey were faichlullv committed I he 
social itlCSisag# nf Islam is, htmiirver, lluxinle. r’heir experience amply derr.rin* 
scared rhar flexibility"' i^fontb ibn Ab j Hadid, veil. 3 , -5. 16 ( 1 ). Thir in Islam w nile 
religion is incegral to poLitics and society, there is a distinction between :l,ar 
which is im itnjt able ami that which is subject to change and develop mem. 
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THE TWO ASPECTS OF I5LAM 

The distinction which 1 have described i* b«( explained by Akh.lta jI Marathi 
in his WV Marriage and Divorce h j ■■'SJi 1 Religions? 

Islamic injunction] are divided into iwe:,- Tlie firs-i group is- vuuecmtd with regu,- 
Iorii"ip. rhe relaricms berw^n Allah and mura in helitfs and woiahip. Tbaae are CP-d 
given and fixt:! in rhst They may nnr hn extended by analogy Of any other 
mrani-.. . The siccad group 1 cj.Ii wieJi relations between men. Slere rhe Ivoly 
texts employ wdtiiTf criteria, and iniunctkin* hurt an explicit tuncrUjji.il purpose. 
Change here n Possible when tinAoiatAnfCS change. 

Tlicxc ae-c many examples from [he Prophet* such as, “I have previously forbid 
den you ro store meaT ro make iT available for the temporary visitors of Medina, 
urns' you may store It,” 

1 stannic jurists are iniiinimutu .shout “he welfare orientation of fhear in|UlK- 
lions. They differ, however, In lIluc some like ul fihuEn Llunk chut all rhe welfare 
there is, is already considered by the received holy tckts, and therefore we are 
not justified in tiring welfare considerations which are not explicitly supported 
hy those wxt*. Ahn Honifa went further employing piTistk preference {istihsan} 
to support tap;:l form Citations which were not bused on tlie aurhimty of .t sacred 
rexr directly or by analogy. Imam Malik and ibis HanhaL maintained that wel¬ 
fare is a recognized principle in The shariah where there it no explicit sacred 
revt- Al-Shafii’s restricted attitude was cogently cri n tized, Thn al-Qayyim 
approvingly cpu'ired Ibn Atpl who Said: 

ji-'ih.jhi sjid nni policy is jiisriScd unless r is based on rhe mealed Texts. This is 
wrung and tvi>u Id pur rhf Cumpaniurts of rhe IVjphrrt jt ijuIt. Islam approves at" 
all policy which erCaU'i good and eradicates-Cvil even when it is not based on arty 
revelation- That is how the Comp:?more of the Prophet understood Islam. Abu 
R.ikr, fr>r example, appointed Uniar rr> e.irreeil him vvirhoiiT precedent, UirurniM- 
pcTided die (jur.inlcally Tnsr.JjTed punishment ::d hand jmpiiTjrion during a fam¬ 
ine, he SuSjiendnl it also when he discovered shut the twu thieves, the cmgiktyvcs 
of Haiib, were under pa id. And so on. 

Tha t dyrnniio open-minded attimde in I'la it hits gradually disappeared. At 
tht hugimiii p, !he IstarrtiL System of eiivLirimcril w;l-, a type nj SOr'LiCipotory 
populism. The economy was a compassionate sharing system, ond The whole 
5>0pial srr up wax ai fraierniry ni believers, That xer up grarin.illv disappeared and 
wax replaced by j uiururL'IiiL iystcnt of e.iivern incut, .1 class baiCel economy and 
a sharply stratified Eociery emerged This development did nor go uncoilrngod. 
Keartinn to it was jiorvasivr nnd varied. In some eaves if involved vhiliiiit xcv 
olurionary uprisings. In some cases ii led lo rejection in rhe form of dropping 
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out >if the sorio-policical system Soraf enrerpimog Lndmduali found >t tivir]f 
which aj>OUTidedl T.VIrh imcllrctua! and spiritual vitality hur while a ki' r >“ .1 ■. Ic.ir 
distance from rht* mj.;rmy: dyn.-isNrs. I hu wuultl'hc founder, ol hr Tchoi.l' -if 
Muslim haw were ’lay indiwdiult who p.Lir:-.u*d rheii activities .1: ,ui arms 
leugLh frum the governments u-l their day. Their activities, those of the eiver- 
KL-nt Shia tsnmuniiy, and those of tlir initiators of rhe Vufi movtme « ■■ ij be 
described as attempts to engage in righietuin pursuits within ■> vch body politic- 
Consequently many pioii, MudirTn fe r ir necessary tn pur;ret those . . tuiric, 
from unwanted government interference 

Thi pries', nt deducing I.iwv ;nid regulations from Llif iirigi 1.1I not 1 -. ol 1.I r 
Quran .and Sumiu a. process which involved J high Jeyiec 11’ ir 11 1. 11 -.1 
interpret at ion—is known as ifiihad. Toward the end of the fourth ceraniry A.H. 
(eleventh century after Christ!, many sections of the Muslim con.iity, < spe¬ 

cially jurists, became more and more anxious -ibntrt the ever p rear ret tende m y 
of despotic rulers tn injtiipnl.irr ijtrk-id fitr thru nwn [purpiicr-".. i h<"y writ 1 mi 
aiisaifli,-. .ihiint tlir cnrrtisivi' effert.v of foreig:i ctMuvplh and idras which tfMr.tii 
inevitably drew into Muslim thought. hurl her they drc-ldoj tlir divisive r fleets 
of ifiihiiii on the unity of tlir It lair r cumui unity lluase anxieties >..ii Hcd the 
enietgence uf ili-c reign ol taqlid {10 follow 01 imitates which discouraged ijttftad 
acid rec|uj:'cJ. succeeding general ions uf 1 iirists and lawyers n ■■■•. ig-no.- 1 iv 
authority of rhe deductions, interpretations and tr.i- m n- of tin- h 1 -t gfer.i 
rions of jurists as find. In the fullness of rime, within the Sunni community of 
Islam, taqlid reigned supreme, futists and lawyers were n> • longer .1 1 1 wee in. 
initiative. They Here expected to accept tie received opinions and foninlacit ns 
of rhe past expressed by preceding lawyers hhat v how 1 monolirhic p rm 
patreTn of jurisprudence and law came about and re gurd dominant Mu, devel¬ 
opment 1 is not on'y alien to rhe teachings or Islam which we have described 
earlier and which are so flexible in accommodating siici.il change, bin n i, .d-. 
alien tn rhe purposes of the fimndmg im.inv-.' I hun Imam Vj.tliX rel.iHf -i r. 
allow Ah»i Jafat ah Mansur to make obligatory the form ulat ions 0implied in his 
bouk irf-Mwvatia, Imam ilm Hanhal yiith hose who follow others 11: religions 
matters u:il nucally jtl: feeble minded. I hthc imams were free from partisan 
atrirudes. 

Notwithstanding these I acts, [he regime nr Tei^m III rjiai'iii per.aCi'd the 
world of Islam, The phenomenon cd tniflid was blamed by Imam ibn J-Qn h , :n 
for narrowirig scope of shariah. He s^d "those who pur si.i- i.i>< in .1 srr.iigii 
jacket are respotiBible for driving policy makers to seek ema-sh-jr-i,;^. improvi¬ 
sations." Along whh despotism, social in justice and economic stagnation, the 


‘Irnan; "Under." her* ir new* 10 rhe founders of iht ghouls of him Lr,s. 
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regime 03 taalid :S responsible for descrctying the inner vitality ami F»nrpwfful- 
ness of the Islamic Unimak and so preparing iT for foreign domination In (he 
word* «t imam Malil ! '^i dominatiLin. aoerpting mind was cleared/ 1 

KuieijIiviii (secularism) in Ottoman i urhoy unij f:, vamiuK versions in die 
Arab world and Iran were moventcais which viewed Islam in terms nf the phe¬ 
nomenon of taqiiii fi,e„ as unchaging’l and advocated its coral rejection in favor 
of a rritnl commitment to secular nationalist Western thought. Some religious 
ikuvl merits were sn carried away with self-hate .and re eon struct Kin in die for¬ 
eign inia.ge that they preached cults which went beyond the de:uju:iciurioii of 
taqiid to the emptying of Islam itself, The Bahai, the Qaddiani, and recently in 
the Sudan tie Ikhwan Republican [Republican Brothers! inovemenis have this 
m u>mmtVn: a Pmpliethood after Muhammad, abrrgr.itKin rif The y^arj’efi, nega¬ 
tion p! <ih:id and an unconditional open door attitude to the hlluuHx: uf foreign 
cultures. 

I he system of teqlrtl was instituted widi the purpose of ptoteaLng die cause 
of righteousness, lr .served rhat pun;:ov« ht the enst of xpirminl and intellectual 
initiative and suhttlititung ri.gid:Ly I Or the llcjeibikty ut Muslim social teach nigs. 
Lr is iioc necessary to wander outside the pale of Islam to teitore char flexibility. 
The case for social change in Islam is fundamental to n. I t is. authentically sup¬ 
ported by the Islip m ic; (lexts and the experience nf the Prophet and his compan¬ 
ions. iSt'h:-ii neuvMuslim opinion refers to Islamic fundamentalism, it i* the sys¬ 
tem or systems of taqkd chat they have in mind. Those systems should be put 
in perspective and seen as responses to certain historical citnimsiances. It is 
accomm udstiun of change, rather thpn its denial, which ik fundamental to 
Warn. 1 shill I de moristriite lh.it point and ils CoilCcn: penury rdevjncc by refer 
encc to ioui iields of inquiry: political, economic, international and legislative 
affairs. 


TH£ CAit FOli SOCIAL CHAbG£ 

1) The Poi'jtfeuf Sphere: There is mi particular system of Narnic government. 
All those who theorized about such a system have simply expressed historically 
relevant means or' applying Islamic politic.! injunctions. An Islamic system of 

governrneriT requites the fulfillment of i"w-n conditions: fir.it, :l aUl ftf gCUCra. 
ptinciples—lot example, the need to politically organize society, the need to 
oase that on popular participation, the imperative of lustier, -^nd so on; second. 
The requirement to apply Islamic legislation. Any system which fuliiljs those [WO 
conditions is entitled to be called Islamic. Contemporary Muslim political 
Thought may abide by these two conditions, inform itself with all the achieve¬ 
ments nit modem political thought and institutions, be fully aware of content- 
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porary poliTic.il problrms nml ri-rnl-,, n-nd proceed ro c ■Ttahksh :i p-.: :■ 1 1 c i-. . 1 1 svvten 
of leadership and itovemmerit which is hnth Islamic .mkI modem:. 

if Th? SpSi&Fe: There is no particular Islamic eccmOTtiic Tystrul. 

Islamic economic injunctions require [he fulfillment of two conditions: fast, dve 
application of certain general principles—for -example, thin wealth is ccdkc 
tively owned by mankind as vicegerent ! representative! of (!*>,:. ih.ir indWidu* 
ownership IS legitimate thTisugh effort, :h:ir it is j sl.ir;. re. develop and exploit 
natural resources, L!ia( solilIJ' should prim dr fof t hr tircis i.if :hi poor ii:uJ 
disabled and SO on; second, 'ho oLuIdi 1 1 :11 oil c.l p.nciLi: ,11 in n oliu:i-. In: 
example, tabat ialnis taxi, inheritance regulations, and prohibition of usury and 
indeed prohibition of all unearned income—rhar nhta ned rhrtiugh gambling, 
frauds, the mo-nopol y of profits, .ind so on. Abiding hy those two ennj min 1 , 
contemporary Idumie toynrnnic thinking nuv Study miiilern : ■ irM»mu ihenr : 
arid institutiutis, inform itself ul Current ocur.iuni'. needs, and design .in clo 
Domic system which is buck Islamic and modem and which will he able to effect 
economic development ad well as an equitable distribution ol irs outcome. 

3-1 The- inter nation,it Sphere: J he Lnternac cut.il system conceded bv ol J ■■■- I 
Muslim jurists reflects the imprint of then hi si on cal circuffimtnccs I he Quran 

and Sunn.i are explicit about the ileair.ihilry of pL'-iy# t'.iI .'L'larumv hi meeri pri 
pfcs; '"God forbid? yuu not with rupariJs :(.■ ihow who light ytsu nut i-ur your 
faith, nor drive you ouL ol your .'none-,, frum clLulmg niudU .n d .:I■- w:ii 
Lhcm: for God loves those who are iusL" IS. CiLh!i!. 

War is justified to deter injustice: “Yon h,ne been permuted to tight to deter 
aggression' 1 >!S. 22:3V! Violence is not permitted .is a means of promoti m Nam 
"T here is no compulsion in religion' is , ’:4.ii> ..kw-- not mean enforced 

Islamization- Ifcad refers til the supreme effort trxpciLTvd ol .il Musliriv to |irn 
nuite the cau.it' ■ if r i ghtt’i ius:icsi wiL :in ihuiiisclvrs .ind in their iili.'.! r:wm it 
inciii. It means going tu war tc? protect the freedom ■■] Muslims i<- prmn it rh it 
cause or to deter aggredssem, Tkosc who claim that fihad is enforced M.rmta 
Tion ciTe !jura 9:5 for support: “light and stay the pagans wnenever ve find 

them. "A careful study of the text of rhar chapter shows ta.ir this verse refers 

Ln :l particularly french emus gur.ip of pagans who hctr.iy*,i rht I s r cipher a lid 
iOcLiaLcd vjokriC'L. VctSCt four and iui uf the suino chapter indic.icc chi' purtiC 
L.I.u.ty of verse Jive. Thus: “but the treaties ate not dusoKtd wih those pagans 
with whom ye entered into alliance” IS 9:4!. And 'If one or the pagans asks 
thee fnr asylum, grant it tn him so that he may hear the word of t!« then escort 
him Lu where he L.in he seen re” (S_ d:Al. five principles const rute ihr ha-, is ill 
iiltei national relations in Islam and lino may t:c su considered ly. Lijmemporary 
Muslim lawyers and statesmen who, aware of contemporary ii tcmailonal law 
and present-day international needs and problems, could elaborate a system o’ 
international relation* which is bnrfi lslamic and modern These are: 
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ij A hiuu,in brotherhood with an honored Stntni jamniyg CTeatron, 
ii.l Thu Supremacy of justice: ‘ftc just Under nil vi ncurnstunces" I’S- j:8) 
iii) Cemtinuons preaching of Islam by peaceful means and if fredum m dn so 
is denied* or rhe Muslim community -s attacked, war must he wafted to 
defer .aftft ression, 

iVj Com-facts ;ilid trusts 1 CInit be liuror-td under all iircmnsranccs and 
whoever tfit other parry may be. As die Prophet said: “Three are equally 
binding upon you whether the other party is a believer oi non-believer: 
contracts, J rusts, and family oh igntions.'’ 

V) ftceiproeity in the conduct Lit" relations when no aftTcemrnts til regulate 
them exist, 

dl The Legislative Sphere: F'ven the most specific injunctions, injunctions 
which have hi vri explicitly specified hy the holy tent* are contingent upon con¬ 
dition* which permit a. high decree ill I i:\ii'ility. thus the c.i ncmic.il punish¬ 
ments known as hudtid ie.ft.. amputation for thcEc! and the inheritance nr^u la- 
lions known as faratd are associated with elaborate conditions which allow 
circumstantial considerations to qualify Their application, CircumstarKcs are 
.tl.-iO taken iritn consideration iri the application of Islamic economic in|une;- 
lions. for CKiinip l, jpfJiJi anil usury. 1 lie means employed Liy the learned jurists 
of Islam to deduce laws front the Quran and Sunna fu relict demonstrate possi¬ 
bilities for change and development, l^or example;* imw {consensus) allows dom¬ 
inant trends iis public opinion to infii.iv lire li'jjislafion' jjtys.f (analogy) permits 
:hi extension of a rule into further liuTiiims mi the basis uf Jiuiliy,;,' sitiiisdn 

(preference) makes it possible for rational considerations to override textual 
ones^ istiilah futility) makes it possible for utility considerations to weigh in the 
Sralrg; rind sn On. '1 htve (Hrvi-ees .ire numerous and The dfgrrr to which rl»r dif¬ 
ferent Schools of law employ I hem varies. In addition IO Lhosc already men 
lioncc* othet devices exist such as abrogation (tiaski. 1 } of one revealed test by a 
later one, and custom Ivrf). 

I mplyyin^ these means in different decrees .end employing different rneih 
odoltiftical systems, those trail blusers 1.1 he early jurists; have developed several 
schools of Muslim law, eight of which have become famous: llamfit Maliki; 
Jafin;. 7oid';. Shafiit Hnnh.ili, Toinrij and Ihaiji, 1 heir wrirtc wan .t valuable rrs- 
tiinOny to tHe re&uuTLVfulii eis of the iJjuntiu. There is no basis. howevci, for 
tlie claim that any or all of them Iclic law schools and their law books!' arc 
entitled to a monopoly of legislative authority in Islam- I'he wry fact that they 
genuinely differed prove, the possibility uf different ii'iteipfe-IuLji.Hij i:i IsLifn. 
Further, it is evident that methodological and environmental differences 
leflectfd themselves in the views of the founders of the law schools. 

A serious attempt at Ida raizing die Ivftnl systems of Muslim countries today 
can only be undertaken by scholars familiar with die whole heritage of [damn- 
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law, familiar with ctMiicfflifaoraiTf legal systems, familiar wkli ccwiccaipora.ry 
social nenlx and |jrLihkni;. and .ixxixtod m chal by eLonoir i ■■•.■, '»i i- llogiHJ, (Kiln 
ical scientists -mil xlalrxmrn. Thjir workshop nr rhirk :.mk could base ltxril on 
(Itt Quran and Vmnj and. proceed in chi' *',ir* .it a ru jpTrb.rd imi'Tfirr: ici- n 
id Islam [Q codify a civiL criminal, personal and international Lm 


CONCLUSIONS 

A ri-irirriL' i>1 'inrcmal or nJ i^liili.is Lohimalmri li.is pa nl wc J tin 1 ■ ak' •.<1 
Islam and resulted m a sfjiu r>l •.viricn-nL. mtul , it.i.J. and mci il decay -ih , h 
nipped rhe viral icy of the ttwmib .iikI prepared it for rhe . n i.irn complex 
which Ll experienced in its encoimtei wuli .in i-^p.i'i-n -moi mipi-i Mint Weir. 
Until rhe period between 11 e two world witrs, it see med th.it lien iiirdlccti i. 
and social forces wiThin rhe jokjn.jJ: h.u! Timed away fmm Islam '.nil prepared 
for a total restructuring oi rheir societies in "lie >1 riu* secularist. nut m 

alixt, dkirnmnnt Will. Alltf World at I . C niiriiiln-ii CinLililLlted .in .iltfmJ 
five aTtr.ictii in hi rTir new xinrial and intt I leer i. t hirCrx in ihi Mailin' world, 
[ hat intellectual and cultural .Jij^reo.ion un i :t unprrd inn lial i i.h: 
Many reacted by rca-we icing the rr-.=.d*r onalisr thesi, associated « ith the xvxten 
ii: Itiifktl. Th ix was .ixsisted. by cli-c realieaiion which gradually dawned n 
fiH'yuriTKi with the Wcxt and ihi t jsl lStn"« l trionl l:hai the it ideological irid 
cultural thrust was nor merely a bid for nsndcrmtir im but was .: I ro|.in Kntw 
within which lurked imperialist designs which aimed ai lubcrdinsnrtj the 
her arts and xnulx Of tbc weaker yJity and the f.yjloiiail 'ii i l i.' n.itur.i. 
rCyng reex. 

The reasserrion of the traditionalist thesis or approach would m^rr h.ise n,r«- 
ren under way had it not been for the fart that it acted as a -hield of prorectroii 
against the invading designs of c'-ie ^’ext and a channel fur the expression i-i 
“native” idrnnry ind dignity. Anna willi llitxe two Texponifx: revet ion Or Tt.i • 
dinrjn.il ism in fa war of the nimlturnung tleiignx mid TL'jf'f: K in of arculrur.irnri 
in favor o# the traditionalist thesis, tnetr wax a third response. namely: -ep-irac¬ 
ing Islam from the traditionalist thesis, separating modem iiat ion rim ihi 
acc el turatiun syndrome, and establishing a synthesis which is Ik>i h lilamic and 
modem. Iffestsmixatiun is the West ■■ version ,:f mlulernixn+Hin I; is idl'd 

in Western culture and mremTs. SmtufTizarion (of fo? that m.arter sin ciy-aticnT 
are SovjcT anti Chinese versions of latecomers to modernization and are embed¬ 
ded .li Russian and Chinese culturaL views and iurcreits. Mihletiiixaruan can and 
must be divorced from those cultural and historical expreisinns of it. 
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The traditionalist Islamic thesis is a histone ally conditioned uti<Leri'andut|r 
by Muslims of die reaching* of rtie Quran and Surma To transcend that diesis 
! in its various forms} in favur uf Islam n .1 mi idem context both Islamic and 
rational. ThlS itself is a supreme Islamic priutiplt: that rcvcljliuii and Ti'.iion 
complement each orhte; ,L ln die earth are signs for those of assuted Jaitli as also 
in your own selves? will you not then see?'’ iZari*t No, ZOI. 



TWELVE 


The Islamic State 

HAS&AN TURAfti 


AI Though II .irn directly involved hi a |_n.ifclLtL.H process liU seeks TO establish .'ill 

lllimic irate, 3 am not going to dc-scri bu rhc forms rh-.Tr an Islamic government 
might take in any particular country, Rather, 1 will try to describe the animul 
characteristics of an I slamic stair I'hetc derive imiv.ihc reach in |y> rtf rlw Quran 
AS embodied in the political pr-iifis'e of rlie I'tcxphet Mu3i.imri.kl and ciiuwiTuce 
<Tn eternal model that Muslim-. .ire hound to adopt ;li . per fuel -i.indard for ,11 
tUTiL. Hu-WLVtT, the diversity of hiSLutisal CireUcrlsLUnCCi, n Whu.li iheS n 
apply that ideal li i LioJi.kjlv, a nect->sui y uk merit of ttlrllivity ,ind impel lectio i i 
the practice of Islam, 

An Islamic state cannot be isolated from society because Nam is a compre¬ 
hensive, integrated way of life, (he division heist era private md public, ihe 
State and socirty, that is familiar in Western cuiiture, has iiih been known in 
Islam. The s tale is o nly the [wil iliral cxprcisim! ul an Islamic society. You cart 
ilot have an liLnniC stale CHCepT illSuJji lhjl yon have ri Man il v.- Vr. 
ancm.pt ar establishing » political order for the cstahlishn cut of a genuine 
Islamic society would be the supenmposition of laws over a reluctant society 
This is not in the nature of religion; religion is based on sincere conviction and 
voluntary conif ilia nee. Therefore, an I-.lnaisi c stare evolves frurn an Islamic soci 
ety. In Certain areas, progress toward ati Islam. c Society may be ;riL-,( rated ::\ 
political suppression, Whenever idigituscncrgs is :lnis l.ippiussrU. it builds up 
and uliimaiely erupts in isolated acts of struggle or resistance w htch are caLlcd 
terrorist by chose in power or a revolution. In circumstances where Islam is 
allnwpcl free expression, sim i changr takes place praccndly a/nd gradual v, anil 
Lhc Islamic movement develops programs of Islam i^.arion he fine ir talers liver 
the destiny of tlic state because Islamic thought like all thought only llouc 
ishes In a social environment of freedom and public consultation isbutah) 

The ideological foundation of an Islamic state lies in rhe doctrine of 
hlubid — the unity <if CCkI and of human life—is a coir p _ ehen ive n,i eseclusi«■ 
prcigram Of worship. This tund.unL r.lal principle cVf brie: lias many Cnn/.e 
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L|fc»C -an Islamic stare, firvi, ir i.y nut wcular, All public life m Islam is 
religions, being permeated by lIl-C experience of r’h-s divine Ir function s 10 
pursue the service of God ,is cs^re-sscd. in o concrete way in rh« shariah, the 
iclsgiotts law, The Christian W«t has been through an imparl am liixtorical 
experience; of Secularisation. There has als«> been certain elements of seculari- 
tatiort in tilt political conduct of Muslims, hut the difference heriveen Chris¬ 
tianity and Islam is that Muslims are never fully resigned tu such practices 
because the preserved sources of religious guidance bhe Quran and the example 
■ ■< the I'rnp bet! constant Iv remind them uf any gup rhat develops between flic if 
ideal and tlic» practice and inspire a process of revitalisation char would com¬ 
pletely integrate politics with religion, if one compares Christian secularism in 
ixaiice with Muslim secularism in Turkey the process would seem strikingly 
similar. All. religion* life is sublet to they# historical challenges toiheir idenary 
Hul onCt the Muslims OJtpersCitce Lire tension of an historical tall and her.:me 
conscious of the fact that public life has moved away from ihe moral valuer and 
norms of religion, they rise to reform their political attitudes and institutions. 

Seen ml, nr Islamic stare is n ht i nati nnali.wic state "ecause u Ifim^fte a I CKIEUice 
is uwed to GtreS and thereby to (lie Community ut all believers — the inmnub. 
One cast never stop at any national frontier and say the nation is absolute, an 
uliinuce end in itself, Islam does allow for limited allegiances eirher social, eth¬ 
nic, orte T ritocial. I he sr.tTe of Medina use If was, for snme time, n regional srnTet 
the Muslims of Mecca were noi e-ifirenS, and the duty to extend protection to 
them against any pcrscciuLon was subject to the treaty obligations of the state. 
So there is an Islamic concept of a Territorial state which is not coextensive with 
rhe whole ewneaij, ftuj that state is uric rnnon.disnc. 11 modern times Muslims 
have adopted Arab Turkish err other nationalities as a framework loi develop¬ 
ment, but they were never enthusiastic about ii, arid always yearned for an open 
ufmnah. However, this dors nw mean that every Muslim all over the world 
should necessarily have immediate access hu an Islamic state; it dues mean 
though thaL (he state would be much more open arid less discriminatory in its 
domestic Laws and foreign policies. It would develop msriiutitHialiied Lnrems- 

rioTial liniev Wirh Other Muslim .stares and wi mid work toward the erven tun I 
unity of che umjnuk and beyond. Ultimately there is nothing final even about 
(lie so-called Muslim world or Muslim nation, because Islam is open to human¬ 
ity, is universal. 

Third, an Islamic state iv out an absolute oi sovereign entity, fL is subject to 
tkc higher norms of the that represent the will of God. Politically rhi.i 

rules out all forms of n'wolutisui Legally it paves the way for i he development 
of constitutional law. a set of norms limiting state powers. In feci, the Islamic 
ttadiiLosi of rales limiting the power of the sovereign is much older rh.tn the 

concent r.t fimvnniTinm Live in The secular ft'est. I'lecun-.e the Ijlimic State ii 
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nor absolute, Musiime h.i'.e also kmiwri fiinri Lht beginning <hi: rules -i; ; 11 e■. r 
national law which dc-riv c from the Supreme sbiitiifo .Hfl d bind rSie ’tate ri Is 
ifl.it ions Ln Other Stitt: and peoples. 

Fourth. in EsIaTlir STaTt 3S not prmorji.i; rh<- primary lm: irntTon n kbm ix 
the W ttttKflh 1 h{ phTn'tf "Ul.imic ‘.tntf 1 itscIf ss a ntnnonur. I he '-Ini:' is ■»:•. 
the political <li ihkeix ion irf the collective ende.i ■■ ■ i r of Matliim. Flic non:!'- >tl 
khm jut only partly legal dc-jCnJillp Cn: the sanct OHS i-I ,:.ite p:iv, i - | ■• --| .--.i 
uf it, the implementation of die sha it left to the free conscience erf believer* 
or to informal means of social control 

traces come and go; Islamic sneiecy can .ms! h.is ksivic.J w ithout rhe rri., ti rrs 
Ot a '.r.itf for rfninnm. l)t" Crr.irxc sex." key, :t able e- ■ IwC religion in ts inivg: .1, 
CrsmpTrbensivi: manner, won J h.uc :tS political dimension n J crr'iiit il 

rhot Mteks to fulfill some uf the purposes- of religions life. 

The form of an. Islamic government is determined hy rhe foreg-i ng principles 
ot' tiiu-hid, entailing che freedom, equality, and m ry of hdieven.- tux can cdl 
an Islamic state a rrpuhl c since rhe *ba>isk ru rs sir usurp.ii nr irk sue. t %si 
as grounds of polieical legitimacy. In e.-irly Islam me sysrem of giivcrnnuror w-w. 
called n L.iliph.iEe ftil-ifcJj/iiJ which eittjdaiiilied soCLcimi m to the Prophet and 
thsTthy Subordination of all pOWK In Ini bdllria Of Way. But VfktKSi rile 
Prophet was appointed by Cod, the caliph wjs free I * elected by tht p<stp*t «. Im • 
thereby hate precedence over him os a legal authorif. Irhsiugih rhe Pmphr 

used to consult his companions systematically md normal', wrnil, fu ms iheir 
consensus, he had the divine nr.h: tii nr nvemdinj; .luthiir -t. I h( . diph, hcivv- 
es «r s nr any similar hi il Jcr of political power. is Sublet hnth hi the and 

1« the will ol hii cl Cl LOts. A» rdkCltd ih ] -.1 j.i1I.ih 2 (■.ir.'.pnudt i.Cl L iin nil pi its li.i I. 
xa\e for the t.^pecss provision of the skjtub, rhe consensus i ,upjj of the o -n - 
tsiioniTy is paramount. A process of consultation that 'e-ads ult mately to um-i is 
mandatory for rhe resolution of ,il| important public s-.iy-. 

1 ae caliphate began as am e eefed ronsLilrmtivc institun «n I .iter it dexencr- 
.ited into a h eredifary, Or usurpatiiry, authoritarian government. Jhi-, pseudo 
caliphate was -universally condemned jarists. ih-oupf. mass excused its acts 
on the grounds of necessity or tolerated them si the interest of stabilit'. The 
question onset ssheTher rhe proper Islamic form of government—ficcr ■.e anc- 
consnksTive—arnntmrs tv ■? IrhrTjl represeot-ative democracy? 

In a large Tslamie State CisnsuLtation xvould have ru he indirrer, .inJen ikvi 
by rep reient jtii cs of the people. This was pr_e:iced ri curly Islam ind red re 
aiied by jurists in their reference to M jS-bal u.)f j<jtf or jht .tt-ibwJ ihose 
who resolve public affotrsl. In a parallel development f.iwi j . which ■ the cone u- 
sion of a process of consultation, cam* ru mean rus pjnsrnvi. of rhe ulama, 
Thu wax a praCticjll ijaptatmn iif Lnu onyir.al p<.rp.:lar cnnue’it .:f jfmu is ^hc 
consensus of the comm unify which had resulted from ihc Muslim e.cpjrv-, m:. 
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In Cllcd, Muslims ivtrC (hdl EO l)C I Ound ;ii I Over the wsjrlo. .md rht-n;- was lit 

practical way of consulting everyone in die general ktnmuh in tlujse day*. So 
the ill a mi potted -ns representative.'; of the people and maintained that their con 
.-.ensus was form ■.:■ I indirect representation, of indirect, hinding ijrtsa. In diI■ 
fcrein circiin stances other to/rnal del ecu res can Lawfully represent rhe ummah 
in the process of ccutsuliation 

[c follows that in Islamic order of government is essentially a form of rcp- 
reaentarivK ileiciOLriiLV. But this sratomriit require':- rkc following q i.;,i hC-. 1 t io T.. 
hirst in Islamic republic ti not strictly speaku ijj a diruet gnver-mimt of and by 
rhe peoples it is a government of the shariah, tut, in a substantial sense, it is a 
popular government since rhe shariah represents rhe convictions of the people 
ind, Therefore, Their (Lireer will. T hii limitation On whsr .1 representative body 
can do is U guarantee of [be supremacy uf the religious will of the community. 
The consultative system uf government in Islam is related to und reinforced hy 
similar features of Muslim socicry since politics is an integral parr of all reli¬ 
gions bfe and a or simply -a separate secular vocation. The fair distribution of 
political [lower thrrmgh ihitret, whether direct nr Indirect, 1.1 vop purred hy at 
equally iusL Jiilribuuia I economic weattle So an IsLiuiic denn.iLr.aLy may 
never degenerate to a formal system where,, because of ike concentration of 
■wealth, the rich alone exercise their political rights and determine what is ro he 
decided. Also, ideal y there is no denL-.il orirlama rises, which prevents; n elicisy 
or rhcucratic government. Whether termed a religious. j theocratic. Or even a 
secuiaL theocracy. an Islamic state is nen a government of lIic ulania. Knowl¬ 
edge, like power, is distributed in a way chat iohibirs eke development of a dis¬ 
tinct, religious hier-irchy. No- h an Islsmi-c democracy jjujwernmenc hy the male 
members of society. Women played a considerable role in public life daring (he 
life of the Prophet; and they contributed to the election of the third caliph, Only 
afterwards were women denied their rightful place in public life, but this was 
history departing from rke ideal, ]i.isr like rhe development of daiieS :iaScd On 
properLy, know ledge frlinj, or other Status. In principle, ail believers, rich Cu 
poor, noble os humble. learned 0/ ignorant, men ot women, are equal before 
Cod, and they are his vicegerents on earth and the holdeiS of bis trust. 

An Islam 1 l- gcvvcrnmnir sbnuld he a stahl is system ol .government because the 
people consider it a:i expression of LSieir tdigion and, therefore, contribute pos- 
tively to the political process. In dtrir mutual consultations, they work coward 
a consensus r3i«ir unites them- the mniuf ity/mLnority pattern In peril lies is not 
an ideal one in. Islam. Tliat is nt>t to say that decisions have to await a unani¬ 
mous vote, because this could paralyze a government, but people can deliberate 
openly and argue and consult re. ultimately re.jch .1 consensus and Hot simply 
assert or submit to a majority opinion. This raises eke question of the party 
system. Can am Islamic government have a multiparty system nr a single party 
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fcTitem? 1 h tTe is ■in 1 +iK-d bar to rhi' development of different | j.Lrri or rn lhe 
freedom of ■ ip i in ion and debate. Such was I he c ait jei the COnStitiitmrij practice 
nf chr caliph. However, a well-developed Islamic society would probably not l>c 
conducive to the growth of ri?id parties wherein one stands by one'" parry 
whether .t it wrong: or right. I his is .1 form- of faction.il iun that cjn hr very 
oppressive nl in-dividual freedom and divisive of the euiEiniiiriry , .and ir :■ thru ■ 
fore, antithetical to a. Mu.-ilmT, ultimate responsibility Lo Cioil and to Htirrntih. 
'ft'hi if there may lie a multiparty sj’ICni, .111 li-L.ii C govern 11 CirL sh, add Il-ik 1 nr 
mure as a consensus-oriented rather -than a minority’/nu^riiy intern with 
political parries rigidly confronting each other (tier tkeis ons Partes should 
approach rite decision-making process with an open mind and otter .i cnntensus 
adopt a. inurually agneeahle policy. 

f'ln.illy, deristrmt ■.Ki kilLL n 1 ir he amied .at lij;hrly. k.iirli imi he du> ■. nm simply 
de 1 he rate and cum." to a conclusion. Any agreement mint :»• ar enlightened 
decision with conscious reference CO the guiding principles £M the ihattfb. 
Bceause of this, rhe ulairij should have a rule in the prnccdu.re, it"t 0 the iilti- 
mate authority determining whar the law is, huT as adsisors n ihc shurii u 
enlighten the Muslims as ro rhe options which are open to them W fur dn I 
mean by ulamai The word historically hat come ro mean that* versed in the 
legacy nf religions irrve.i ed! know ledge f.’lM. Iloweier. jfm line: nm mean 1 1 ir 
alimt. It means anyone wlm knows anything we I enough ro re!.nr it ro Clod. 
Fiecnust ;lI I kmiv, I cd K f is Jivirie and religions. .1 Jii n-I':, .in ccgiiifc:. .111 cron 
omist, or a jurist are all uJanu, So the ulama in this broad sense, wlierhei they 
arc social or itaruraf scientists, public opinion lea.de iv or philosoplrffs, should 
enlighten sociery., There should br an intensive procedure of hearings, research, 
and deliberations and thus r, wider consul ranon rh.1-1 that which Kunninn 
rjkes place nnw ;ri modern p.irll.intents where hi lie l.ii hr rushed rhroiigh and 
policies reiOlved on arbitrary paiSimi ,1 ml prejudice. 

What are ihe lunCEiOiiS and IrtShMCrS fii an islairtiL government: I hr func 
tions lFi.h lull ill rhe aims o: Islamic he pertain primarily tet society. Because 
Islam is comprctiensive, erne might conclude that an Islamic government* acting 
for society, is 3 totalitarian one, However, in many ways, an IsEamic gnvern- 
aien: is a very limited government. Firsi. not every lspecr of Islam 1, rnrr isrec 
to government to enforce. It is in fhe n.ir.ire of .1 ijmt.inaii religion, 11 rdfr ■:! 
Society [hat the ifldiiidual should enjoy a Wide decree of autminriy. .VlOn.iivi.-r, 
nor everything Is practically capable of enforcement rhrough govLiimitur law. 
Classical irmsis have developed The disrincrion between religious obligations 
and juridical obligation, rhe Utter only being enforceable through foriM-a nh er- 
tivc Sunttion.i. Most aspects ill Islamic life are -nibjecttve ot ptiv.re .ind nurvrlc 
the domain of law as applied by govcrmrieriii. Second, and this i-. .1 rpicsilon 
which depends on history, w’hesc society can manage, government has no ha-.- 
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ness iriteteriiig. This is similar to a liberal, iiiiniiiui rheory of government. In 
the past a Muslim government kid ,1 very limned function sin:ply ijeLniw rhe 
Muslims wenp spread liver siiLh i wide territory and [he gobelinmerit could riot 
TLiSLh them. ] uJ..iy, because of Lcit ecvulution m eamrmmIfitwiifi .i government 
can costly Take over function* which an Islamic government did mir iuvrvv so 
many cennirif* ng», hue di-crt* ate certain historical consideration* which l. 
would wane tL> untiedinr very strongly- I hr Ishimir govern menr historically lias 
been, for die mosi pan, illegitimate as fn as (he election of the he-sd of n state 
is concerned. That explains why it was so severely limited. The jurists, realizing 
th-nc che state was not a legitimate, consultative government. deliberately 
restricted ‘its domain in f.iviiT ill private social ilttiiin I he |i.iris[s rotally elimi¬ 
nated governmental authority as a sotirct of law m their developinenr of ufttl 
d-tiqb iihe source of law). A '■cry important arm of govcmnteiLL, die legislative 
power, was actually assumed by The ■ urises rhemsehes. They determined what 
the law w:i> and The judges,, who wen e, appointed by The government, looked to 
the juTiSti to apply the l;iw. 

A not he i area where govti nnteitt was severely lim Ucrl was In its power m t». 
There is nothing In Islam which inhibits or forbids the government from impos¬ 
ing, from time no rime, Uxes otfier than zaks* for the general welfare of the 
cumn:unity. I he power In tax m one of the must upprcesLV* weaprsns m the 

hands of any government. Many constitutional conflicts in the West revolve 
around rhe slogan, '"No taxation without represemaiion,” Although Muslim 
jurists have effectively deprived government of many means of exploitation, an 
a modern Islamic stare I he representative legislature would probably act so me all 
political functions. A modern Islamic government could, subjccT to the shariah, 
establish and enforce further norms of law and policy derived from rhe shariah. 
Ir ran establish complete legal rodes. Such codes, as were known to Muslim.' in 
the p:evt, ■:! i ■: L not emanate [Tom tlie hL;lI e hut from che a. re at jurists like M:lIi!c, 
Abu Hanifa, and SaiiJii. These wore mainly seven such operative legal codes 
Thioughcjut the Muslim world, It was The absence of an official organ of gov¬ 
ernment charged with rhe unification of the legal system th.it led tn the closing 
of l:ic door nf Utifiad (judicial research) for fear of the ptolifcraiion of laws and 
ensuing threat to order and legal security. Subjscr to rhe shariah and iima iris 
i;p to n Musii it jjcvernmenr today rn determine ^rs sycTem nf public law and 
Cc'OilOiluCS. 

An Islamic government is bound to exercise all powers necessary for provid¬ 
ing a minimum Of the hssit condition? of Mnslim life. I he actual scrip* of ftOv* 
eminent depends on iolilIy. WI:l:l society on iii uwn iruuoges to realize social 
justice, for example, chon the government does nor nerd to interfere. In Muslim 
history, governments were mostly illegitimate and did nut nr were nut allowed 
ic develop a macro economic polity. Therefore, Muslims addressed questions 
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<if social justice within their private dealings. This was done especially cltrou^li 
a wide, mutually supportive family system, through extensive charities. and 
endowments, and through .1 sy-wem of privare mutual inoirincc ill op< rative 
in many parts, of (Vfu<-li:n society today. Vt here 1 his l.i led for any rr.iw ri, I he* 
ay vc mine n I was bum d Us hi ep iri and. fry Li: r£C Ltfy I he m tumimi. I hn liukds fur 
Other welfare services as well. Society can manage. i-:jtr example, it-, own lyitrisi 
of private education like that of Muslim Spain bach w*s so a idevprea ■ that ii 
almost eliminated illiteracy through rree rdwAh rm for .ill. (h-herw - hi 
fTiUT'enr ix bound and entitled tea pnunote rdui .iiksii, health ipmcei, mid whir 
have you.. 

What are the fromiers of goverilrnent ris-a-vis socieiy .'old tin- ndividualr 
This question has not been posed very acutely in die paa Why? Sii iiply because 
the Islamic government was not a totally alien institution superimposed . pon 
society. To die extern tb.iT n was alien—in the sense thar r w.it new legmin ue— 

tn|i.|r so s.1 ii> i ih.ir r I-.: is. ri l.i ■■ v p:,-.s itU-m Hi.i. ■ i:h, Ii. U . i-i: 
aims and meanv nt jtnvernmmt cii r respond in ih.it t.'S -...vl e:y, being related to 
rtl igiun and based un the ibjjTjfc. Furllierrliore, the ridividua w.W hiTpck no 
hucaiLsc the Lawmaking and fimneiu powers were limited; so there w u u- : 
jjlv intolerable oppression. Etcn ihi■ juy,bi the particular caliph mighi be ■ i si ■ 
per, he w .is nor a toi.il:tarian, .ib'-i»lurc- diet.no ( erumh .'her?- his secunr;. 
was rhrcaiened, he wo old impinge on freedom, hi:r mherwise people were Irfi 
alone- 

If was only recent Iy when Secular i-zeti govern mrnix were iurriidneed arid 
established in Muslim lauds and tin- pnotuctivr shield of ihc iharkth iviihdrtan 
and the forms of government regulation expanded, thai Muslims really tdi ihc 
bitter oppression of rotaliianan government, and that the issue ■ ■! ii ndaim-iital 
rights ;i.nrl Hbeni.es was raised. 

I hr freedom of rhe individual ultimately emsn-iMe* from The doctrine of 
JiTLi-ikiiJ which reuuires a Srlf-libernTiori us mnn Irirn anj ivnirkil;, .u:;t -rii% n 
Order to Sltvl God exclusively. Society, ,iri :3 particularly lh-.-.<- m pu-Mcr, !■> 
inspired by the same principle and ihe collective endeavor is urn one iU turn 
pering ilie liberty of ,111 individual but of cooperation toward the maximum 
achievement of this ideal. To promote this cooperation, the freedom of one 
individual is relaxed :n rhat of rkn i;ener.il group. l be ti timsre com 10'in -urn nf 
religmuit lift unites the private ntid the '.<iL i.il sphere*; and rhe thpriujv provide* 
an arbiter between social order anc individual freedom. 

[ Jo not have to go into the var ious 1 ighes of man vis- j-eis tlit state ur society 
in Islam, Tlhe individual has the right to his physical existence, general social 
well-being, reputation, peace, privacy, to education and a decent life. These are 
rights that the '■Tnxe ought cO provide .:nd gunrinree tc-r 1 herre - fulfill mem rtf 
the religious idc-als rtf I lie. Freedom of religion and of expression should also Vi- 
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guaranteed and encouraged- I hus. while :l Muslim would hot oppose the shar¬ 
iah hLk'iiu.v. he I’lIllvlk in it. i! he dues nut ayjrce tu {i particular Interpretation 
of LI:L' law. he is e-1[;C l■ J to hi: view. Actually, these- ;in£ nut pure rights rh ir rhr 
individual is free to exercise- I le awes it to Cod and to his tel law Muslim.-, tu 
ohserve These ns a sun ll utilisation as s.s t'lI. H> should contribute to-the- political 
solidarity and well luring iiJ Ljic sL.lIl. 11 government becomes so alien FIE- CO tran¬ 
scend the shariah, ho has the tight and obligation to revolt. This is rht- revolu¬ 
tionary element' in Islam A Muslim's ultimate obedience is to Cod alone. 

What about repiesrntative institutions in an Islamic govern men!? This 
depends on him particn.nr insf..: rival eirim it. stances. In the period of the Prophet 
all lilt fuuLtions of the state wCto lkctclsclI l>y aiim a-, Ll.ilI'.lt and sovereign 
He wisely but informally consulted with his companions. Lane this consultative 
process was almost developed into an indirect representative institution called 
ahi d. 1 ehttr.3 ot rna/fff-i sfrurj (consultative council), T he breafcdoivn of "he early 
Icy; it im.ire- political tinier did riot allow the puicudiirev and institutions i.if shi/rg 
Lu- 'Stj.iiL. Today this CUitld vC-ry well be tot ini.I.iLlvI ihruiigh a pJrlumctit. a 
council or a mujtis-ishura. People may directly, through referendum, exercise 
their ifws concensus or otherwise delegate power to theu deputies. There 
would, hnwevi‘7, he certain rules rrgul irin|i the Cfiialifi cations of candidates ant! 
LiLctioa campaigns tor Lhc choice lhT deputies -or other officers of I Kl -.lute. In 
Islam, for example, no one is curdled to conduct a campaign for themselves 
directly or indirectly in rhe manner of Western electoral campaigns, The p:e- 
ifiitarion of candidate? would be entrusted to a n mitral institution that would 
explain to the ptuplc the OptuVtis offered in policies and personalities. FiLrOrx 
uJ relative wealth or access to the commonieations media arc also not allowed 
to falsify the representative character of deputies. The prevailing criteria of 
political merit for the purposes of candidature for any political office revolve? 
on moral integrity as we ! av Other relevant Consideration*. All this would, no 
doubt, influence the form and spir:L of accession to positions of power. 

The other central institution in an Islamic government is tIist which provides 
both leadership and effective execution of -be perietal will: Caliph, Crnmnander 
of the EuIiuvltm, President of the lli'piml m. u-t Prune- Mieuslct. As noted earlier, 
the word “caliph/' was not originally chosen for any specific reason except ti> 
denote succession and compliance with The prophetic example of leadership. 
Most mi idem anti cmirrmpnrnry constitutional theory tends CO VCSl political 
leadership in one iiidividuiil and nut in a collegiate body—a presidency Tather 
rh.™ 3 council of ministers. But neither a president not n prime minister can be 
very puwerful ;md representative id thr unity of puliLlcal putpose so essential 
to an Islamic polity. Whatever form the executive may rake* a leader is always 
-.ubjert both to the shariah and to "he j.wjd formulated under it. He enjoys no 
Spe-Lial jeiLim unities and cam, thurL-fuiL, Ik.- prOieekilcd ur SUOd for anything he 
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does jn hj 5- private ii- public life. I hi-, is .l hi ml.■.ini’ nr.: I pn nci |j : of Kl i f 
rorwrinihmi.il I jw, uiwi.iiiy; irom ihe supraivacy ol Lhe ihun-itj. \ii ri.". theory 
(if Kupnraliu:i id gusLiniiLCnt ]uii-lL can (LcVeiup ill .l L'onipn arrivr. r. Cohirf 
ttii system like [he Islamic political ■ i-rJt-r, except to p/undc sonu- icci-w. ■ -■ 
checks and balances, to safeguard liberty or ju'.rm-:;. He'ides ihose powers fclc 
gated by thr mzjlib r -shtiTii hit c-iiii vultmivi. l iiliii r i i:i:l wib|ri i :.i 1:1 .onrrol, "hr 
executive niny derive powers holh directly tram the slrarKrf and ijma. 

The iudiciai)'. although appointed :L-, pari ui Like idiniiiiilr.ltii n. ;■ .in 
■. saivo: eiy important role in an Mamie STfitc because i-l (I: spec ,i| Icgal-rc 
nature of the po-lirical order w Inch i> organized iri acco-rdoncc w nh t -met hii-i 
archy of norms, ['he shariah is cHe hi^;he-’C leve.d-rd aw fn|)i:wcv :w p--pn ,ir 
laws based OH fjjfw and by executive n-rdcrv .u^: regular! tins fpi.iu-,: .;l ■ Ki--. 
judge** as die guardians of rh( ihartair, ndjudicaTu in i. nuni'n ■ I lass I ,irly 
Muslims were very keen ro provide ■ edges with . pcnci raw uitonir in protect 
ehe tii against tempt.il: ion and to .Lluvi them a very large Crgrre nt .ml' ill tny 
with hro.id powers to administer justice. However, the legal systen ■ < i ,\| i n 
did not know a lawyer's profess inn, flu modem capiialrn institution which 
/cqpir-es ihe participation of solicitors and barristers m rhi -»dm iktrat mi m 
justice ultimately works in f-t'or of rht r ch win ,-.m afford th. expeiw.c* and 
the delays of justice in a --ystei-n administered in nis way I pea lire as .1 Law is \ 
myself, that adjiioiL'.irw:n 111 .1 L (irnr-aijHirary volilii is 1 scry i icnc.lu .m il :iri*• 
cijr.-.iLming pro Otis. fudges Cannot listen to .il the Lompl.'.iu and deter mi nr 
the issues. Rui such a difficulty was resolved in earl) Mam by tin- once of a 
counsellor to the judge: an assistant who first heard the parries, a.-ei-i. rued tin 
nutters in issue, marshaled all the relevant evidence, and researched the I .ns in 
preparation for a decision by the judge, lu nn Islamic stoic there would be ,i 
tendency to do away with or 711 min nn iv-e rhe rnlr ■.! ihe legal proirssion h- 
establishing iri extended system ol legal Lourixl and a-.sm.iuif, rspivi.i > l.-r 
the jxiL'ir. 

As far as public law tor the administration of an l-l.ame staic m gfivtr mini 
ss concerned, one can draw upon early Islamic history and 1 radii ion regarding 
service for forms of achieving the political ideals of k am Hue due ro rhe trans¬ 
formation of pub 1C life m ronreniponry sucH'rir-.. iTr \] i -dm v. iii.il also Jr \ 
heavily on cum par.iMs-L consli lei:ioiud tiisrory ,in:i y:r.w: ice. this has a hgal has • 
:el Islamic jurisprudence. Any lOfiti Ot pruCL'diirCi tor the ingjnijultu:-n ;it public 
life [fiat can be uLiimaicly related to God and put to Ins service in further.1 itc 
of rhe aims 02 Islamic government can be adopted unless espresso excluded he 
rhe sfariflb- Once so received, it is an nregral part of tsl.im whaceeer ns sourv 

:njy rst. IliruUKb this pruecss nt Isl.'.rnix.iruin. rhr Muslim-, were always my 
Open tu cxparissuiL and churige. Ifiui, Muslims can rricorjxirart- any experience 
whatsoever il not contrary ro their ideals. Muslims took most of their huie-iia- 
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erratic hiring IrOtn Roman and Persian model v. Now. much cnn Hr borrowed 
from ecjiiemporary sources, critically appreciated in the light of the shariah 
values and no-ms, and integrated into rhe Islamic framework of governmertt. 

Finally, I L'umc ter the inlet stale ami inter fa irk relations of the Muslim Etate. 
L have remained cuiuL about [111 SiatUS dJ uOu-Muslims because I il'ii nir want 
to compJicare issues, The hisraricai record of Muslims" treatment of Christians 
and jravi is quite good e*pes-ia lly compared with [lie hisecuy of relations 
between di Ft rant TelagiOitS aiid ralipioi.S- d erminm.a ri On S in i at Wesr. She first 
[tlatuiL state established hi Med: ;iwas not simply a state uJ .Muslims; it had 
many Jews, snd many non-Muslim Arabs Therefore* [he problem of oon-Mus 
lire minorities within a Muslim stare is nothing new Muslims do nor like [he 
term '‘minorities. ' They cal. them the Pee^ile of The Rook (ah! al hitah J, the 
dhimtnt, ot protected people. These non-Muslims have a guaranteed rijjht to 
[heir religions conviction, to profess and defend rhclr own convictions and even 
to criticize Islam and engage in a dialogue with Muslims, Non-Mudims also 
have trie nif,ht tu regulate cKkit piivflte life, ecLnc.itiim, pud family ife by adopt¬ 
ing their own family laws. 11 there is any rule :n the sbart^h which they think 
religiously incompatible, [hey can be absolved from it. There can be a very large 
degree of legal and political decentralization under an Islamic government. The 
mure impmrant thing; is tSiar, morally, Muslims are bound n,i relate to ntm- 
.Musliui mLiiori-.ii.'. positively. It is more thatl u mutter of tuleismoe Jut- legal 
immunity. Muslims have a moral obligation to be fair and rTicr.dLy in their per¬ 
son-to-person conduct toward non-Muslim citizens, and will be answerable to 
Clod vir [line. I aey miisr treat rhem with truvi 1 , beneftcenre, ants Mipity. I here 
may be a certain Ire Lag of alienation because the public law generally will be 
Islamic law • However, [he public law of 1 slain is one related rationally to justice 
and to the genera! good and even a non-Muslim may appreciate its widsom and 
fairness. Christians in pirtieular who now, it least, dii not seem tc;- have a. public 
law, should not mind (he application of Islamic law as long as it docs not inter¬ 
fere with their religion. It is a moral based on values which are common and 
moT altjn to (Christian value* chan any secular law—("aBsark law. 

As tn the lELtea-state or cili'rri-ticniil rLkiLiucu of a Muslim State, WC have 
noted earlier rhe Limitations on state sovereignty imposed by rht sharia h in 
favor of nationals of other states I he sanctity of treaty obligations and the 
vocatinn tu wru J p^nce, except in situation. 1 . of aggression, provide a bas.s lor 
the development of extensive international relations. The international practice 
of Muslim ‘■T-nre' in history is well known, What is not as well known is its 
contribution to the development lit" modern international law. 

In conclusion, it is important to note that an awareness of the general ranine 
anil features of rhe Islamic stare is necessary for an imdersterlduig of it'i-odem 
Islam as a resurgent force seeking tu make up for a failure to realize Islam fully. 
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Muslims 3rC presently EOCdSiflg incite Oli general ideals deals js standards h r 
guiding [lie ir different attempts to implement Islam. Whatever diverse Ivmn- 
theLr practice assumes as these universal ideals come ro be expressed in [lie hal l 
of diffenn|j[ eirerimstrinDeS parhciiUr Muslim sf.ilrs. nr «■!.■ rir\ ■ f rhs .in 
sal model is RHBUiy Oil ihc one hand to guadr Muslims coward a grenier umry 
3nd. on [he other hand, to enable them do grasp both clic general arid the p,jr 
titular in Muslim Jute. Otherwise, [hey run the risk of discerning nothing 
beyond the confusion of a multiplicity of Islams, determined purely by histori 
cal factors. 





THIRTEEN 


Democracy and the 
Modern Islamic State 

|A V! i >IQBAL 


The Islamic scan;- is, in theory, All aft h s SLate, or rite Kingdom of God on earth, 
and The Muslims constitute Allah's party (hizbulialt). The inode of life which a 
Muslim is citcninjanded tn follow cpit only he Followed if he is a mem hex of a 
politically ur Lxrimurn icjII y free cinn m unity. Consequently, the MilsIlih (oni- 
miuiity must strive to establish a state wherever It is possible to establish a viable 
state, A state which is managed and administered in accordance with Islamic 
law is technically called far m-sjtam (country nf pence). If a far pi jjirfwt or an 
Islam it; stat-e ii politically nr econmnicnill}' .ulbjupated by ;l murlM u'-li:n power, 
it w ill be transformed into far at-foarb (country of war), and the Muslims sEiall 
he left with only two alternatives; either to conduct a jihad in order to regain 
thrr indq-jendeTit status or to migrate (bi/re J to some Muslim country. 

Consequently, ;i Muslim is to render obedience firstly tn God, rben to the 
Holy Prophet, and lastly, lc those members of the Muslim community who 
command authority over him provided that they are aaiug only in execution 
nf the Liimnundi of Gud and the Holy Prophet- ’I hits, ic in evident chat reiiiler- 
:sip obedience to those who command! authority over the Muslim community 
is conditional This obligation ceases if the above condition is not ruin I led., In 
ca« they insist on ohed-etice to that which does not come from God and the 
Holy Prophet, then ,my memher of the Mushrtt Community Or the community 
as a whole is legally ciniLled to rebel against them and to replace them. 

'Hie Islamic state as based on a two-fold concern of happiness, It biikt provide 
for the realication of happiness for the Muslim community (umttulb) ill this 
world as well as prepare it for realizing happiness in the hereafter. These obicc- 
rives of an Islamic state necessitate that the Muslim comnuiniry he founded on 
the principles nf equality, solidarity, and freedom. 

Muslim iniisLS have emphasized three important components of an Islam c 
state: the Muslim community, Islamic law (sbitriah), and the leadership of the 
Muslim COmm unify, the caliph (Ithiicifph)- Smcr absolute authority 61 illlirtiare 
sovereignty vests in God, cite Islamic state upholds the supremacy of His Prime 




DFMCKJtACY AND Ttit MODERN ISLAMIC SiATt 


251 

Will as expressed tn Islami-c law. Further, voice i he Muslim ■asmm m 

gove rtled in arenrilancL wiLh the Islamic l.iw , it inu^l hjit« a ilirurtin|j Iil'.l.I ■ ■ 
i m plem^ni of entente the law. Atcuidriii ct> lIl-c bltnic faith, law h-w iliekiiy 
been laid down by Gcx, Ln The Quran. The headjof the Islamic -r.ir.-. :ln-idun-. 
is only an executive authority and h-n no inherent power to legislate. Why;', c- 
rl'it low k dearly I.liiJ Jnwn 1:1 ih, Q'.iran, hi' mi:-.’ implement mt rye, iif u I I 
is .i.iirbiiri/Lt: Co make SuhiarJunite ky.iv.il ion guided by these laws and ;jtiid-, i 
pks. He can appoint a Council ui Advise is ^rjd/ris-i-sntfi'tfj which must be con 
suited in making subordinate legislation or for other ,ul mi in-irate,c i- uu-:\ but 
lie it not bound by their advice, 

The head of the emitt; Mnvlnn ."nmiTinnirj is callpd caliph .Khiiiifjtk, rh- 
successor of the Holy Prophet) or iman: 11s-.isJ l-t . I hfi |uditresry baf rh-: power 
interpret the Jslauue I jv, and n> ad|udie;11i: I lb aLtuf dance w itk :l,i ■ in 
Accordi ng to Uil ii.iiini view, ilit appointment of the caliph at head of state is 
to he confirmed by die Muslim community through its consent, which is :n 
rnaLly obtained by means of haya ta symbolic oath of allegiance!. 1 he h.iy.i 
contract in which tvvo parties arc invoked I he Muslim comrrunisry is n mumr 
obedience to the caliph in cnnvideraiicMi of the l i tph ^ 11 r-: 11 r• i p.i*■- ct i i n 
Muslim corrcmmuy in jLeorJ.irii'e with ^nI .iiiiis. law. It there .irises ny JiS.pi itc 
between, lIu: purLiLs. :hvr. .ll.'. im'.Iihl. lu ihc Quranic injunction, I he tlliTter may 
be referred to the judiciary for adjudication in accordance with the Q:nan a id 
the Sunna. The iudgmem of the court shall be binding f 'it both the panics S 
4:4!H. If die dispute cannot he resolved through peaceful means, rh:- Muslirn 
community nr any meinltMt rhi'ri'of i% entitled tn rebel .lg.imsi rli :■ i rr n;; ,.i |in 
and In replace him w;rh Jimthei leader in mam. 

In .in Islamic sLjLl the pcnplc .ire EUkt vcsLcd with ultimate itivrreignty, rier 
dots absolute authority teat with the head of the si ate or with parliament. Ulti¬ 
mate sovereignly and absolute authority only vtsc in Cod. and the only principle 
operative in an Islamic km re is n? supremacy of Islamic aw Using modem 
terminology, therefore, ihi Islamic l.iMiMiiution has on Iv two i in pi in an: 
Cirguns: the executive arid the (judiciary. I hL ihird organ. i.c_, the legislature., 
not an important IcaLUte since ,lll legislation lias already been made by God in 
the Quran which it only to he implemented or executed by rite caliph who in 
consultation with his Uouno of Advisers or otherwise may make subordinate 
legislation by way rjf □Tdinan-re*. 

I here ate two verses in the Quran with respect tn consult.irnii: "“They eon* 
duet their affairs by mutual consul tat ions" 1.5. 4!:.IS! and “Consult them in 
affairs and when thou hast taken a dccis.au. put thy trust in Allah" i’S. 3:159). 
ln die Iitst verse, consultation is recommended and does not create an o _ liga- 
rirm. Hnw-yvr:, it is descriptive of the nature of "he Muslim comtmin rv w h i h 
lS expected 111 enriduct all iti affair^ by mutual consulnninn. I la-, second verse. 
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which is -.nit)reused to rh-f I toly Prophet and contains a command and the priii 
ciplt char “those who command authority' 1 ought in all matters of importance 
to consult the Muslims, is undisputed. 

Jbn Khaldun has pointed chic The following important distinction between an 
Islamic state and a secular srarei The Islamic state is governed in accord-mce 
with the laws of Cod as revealed in rhe Quran whereas a secular state is gov¬ 
erned by laws made through human reason. There are nLhct important differ 
ences between an Islamic scare and a modem secular stare. A modern secular 
scare muse have three features: it must be fully sovereign; it muSL be national; 
and ir most have well-defined territories. When these three features exist, a state 
can legitimately claim to he a sovereign state. Howcvct, an Islamic state, 
although sovereign hum this accepted standpoint, is not fully sovereign beL-ause 
according to the taiih of Islam, ultimate sovereignty vests only in God. Strictly 
speaking, it is also not a national state because the Muslim coinin unity 
I! ,■ 7 m i .1 b ,is a community of la it Is and Consists of people* who may Lie long In 
different tribes, races or nationalities, and may spealt different Iangunge-, and 
he of :I: fleieiLt cnlurs, but wltu aim re ii COmmun spiritual aspi ration., ij*., their 
faith is Islam. C. Ort»e ri ue h tl y, an Islamic state is it rmdtjriarional vtate. An Islamic 
State is not a territorial state in die strict sense tif rhe term, because :t aims and 
ispwrs rn become universal state. [Nevertheless, f s not 4 utopia or .an imag¬ 
inary ssrsre It hit tii he initially founded as a teiritiiTiil stare, although the rar* 
ritori-rs arc expected to expand- 

I he Qurin hots ordained thac only the most suitable prrwjn IS pc, he jippriinted 
head of stJTC IS. 4i5Bj, Though rhi* IS evt?n log'cosily the duty of those runic inp the 
.ippomrmrari but no speciHr method for the appointment of a caliph, i.«., uni¬ 
versal head tyf rhe Muslim community, is laid down in the Quran. This wat 
quite narural because The Quran is concerned mainly with matters relating, to 
right and wrong or good and evil, and is not concerned with matrers relating 
to planning (tjdbtr}. That the best person ought to he appointed is n matter 
relating to right and wrong, but the question as ro whether a particular fmiees.\ 
employed for determination of the best person will hr successful or nm is n 
mane? relating to efficiency and wisdom in rhe light of prevailing conditions. 
Similarly, no procedure has been ptcscr.bcd for tJi? deposition of rhf head of 
state or caliph. According to the Sunni view, rhe Holy Prophet did nor nominate 
ur appoint any sueccisoi after him, nor did he lay down any rule or method for 
constituting or defusing hi.i suecessor. These structures were to be evolved in 
the light of the yjtsod sense csf Lhe LouuiLurihy as they were nor meant to be 
permanent, but were subject to lhe law of necessity in accordance with, the 
re quire-men is of rhe Muslim eurnmunity from time to time. Consequently, the 
teal ubjeet of hlu.ni is to extuhlixh a tom murnty uf faith govctikcd by Islamic law 





OfMOCRACY AKD T! .T MODERN HAW.' .S M TC 


(the ahiitiab\ and for its eni-OTetmenr., rliu Muslim cowuminiry w si li^eny in 
determine any mad? of constitutional structure which suit*; n% requiremenu 

Oil ring the nctrTi.irivi' inti i id of lh# I'itst I'cnar Kigirly (Jllidcd i..ili>h\ M ?2 
.\.|j. ro life I A.U.l, lIilFlili.L methods were idoptod for (hr .i|i[Kiintmcnr of rhr 
eaiiph, and in,all four casts the appointititrii was ramli riued ■■■ ihc Muslim com 
munixy f E oath af allegiance (bays) which was formerly obtained <^-r italk 
speaking, The methods adapted during chi. period had a common fe-atute, i.c.. 
The wlertion of vhe brer man folialived by ihe i.jy.j id' in# Muslin yt•nununiTV 
I In: mnyiri I y finri4.i|i-e, .illhoLiy;l! :ujt s.|»#Lilieally disiipiJTiivi'd, was r.nr h Ilowi'il 

Lu lItl~ historical process nr transformation from 66] in 1 1 '• ■‘■i the intcricticm 
of nuiticiu.i:-. I'.;ills and events led To changes in tin- taliJ i-mv mi ■■ .1 :■■■■■ .'iiu- .is 
writ as form. Nevertheless, the role of Muslim jurist had Throughout been m 
bridge the gulf between the ideal and the real, theory and praciice. by an- n 1- 
ing TO provide an Islamic rn tmisn Il< for every tbaiLgi' in imli r rts niainnin tv 
L'liiktLrnbity nf the Maimv character nr ills' munity. dlTiefett, d the period 
of clu- Rigidly f3.1 idvd Caliphs had p;n>: Jv,! an ideal l-l.'.M !. piibtv. lIk Jcvcl 

opine nt of laterconsiwt onal thought represented a latumal ... l n. 

formal and substantial departures from tti-c ideal tinder the pressure of circum* 
stances, During This period, according to rhe Snnni judas,. rcplKmri of a cal¬ 
iph hy another rhiuiigh Inn.# or coercion was cimskliTt ■! as : : :ri 1 ,n m :h- 
ul change of government. Jl may he pLimtud out at rli 1 s stage th.it asrortLmg to 
some Sunni jurisLs —Shall ’ft ali LI Mall, fur r a. ample ■lelluyi-, !•. .ro' isc Hiding a 
caliph or Imam me resTricted only to those adopted by tlie Rightly Guided c. .il 
iphs or Through coercion. According to sl-Mawardi, the rule- of 1 usurping 
lender yarnir} is legitimate if he governs cln.' T.ire ip accorcmet w uh Islamic ,i«. 
This is si nil ar c<? ;d-( Ihaeunli's dnctrine li-I' nep#*, ity tha: rli r ry r inv. i>| ivirp 
Ltlg amir i.v preferable to chat is. Saiiee the sour ft cl sri "iy.11 ol a 1 •- a r;11 amir 
ii his OWLl power, some jut ret, ,u. ol tin: \ iew that lit d ues nut require the toil 
tent of the Muslim community. Howl-vl-i, others clunk then he iuo 1 e-quirc* Ik 
approval of rhe Muslim commnnity in addition to govenuii^ the state in accui 
■dnnr# with Islamic law, 

3kj Inng as the Muslim wnrlil remained one and anm .1 Theoretical '■ 1 was 
managed and dditihiuilvTLd Liy U Universal iTihph.nte, evrn though it h.nl hern 
transformed itlT-0 a hereditary or dytusltt nimiarehy. I hue fiJs been JII instanef 
in The history of Islam of the esiablishmem of more chan one caliphate ai t3w 
umr time in Baghdad. Cairo, and Cordova Rat even during tli.it period, twn 
of the iLdilitionnl raliphares m Cairo anJ Cordoi'a eventually d 'or pi. 1 re-'. ire- 
onU" the ChMl 111 Baghdad. SurVivircL. AftKT thff S3irk nf H.ny’hdad hy Th? Mongols 
when rhe Abbasid Cahph was put to death in ]2.¥8. then' was fv?r a period nl 
ihnew yeans Q25S—C-11 no caliph in the wculd of Islam. Howlvu, in the later 
pLiiod of Islamic hiacory when numerous fillers managed to acquire pi wer or 





MUiiiACf PtftiPtCtrveS ON A R&LXamT MAM 


25b 

Controlled Specific terriftiriei n chr world of Islam and the Univers.il Caliphate 
111 l ly existed in name, thevir rulers did uuE aJupl the title id caliph or im.am but 
remained content to call themseLves amirs, sultans, or pashus. 

The modem revival of Islam commenced from the eighteenth century 
nu wards when gradually lujmrryui independent air semi-in dependent Muslim 
national states emerged. In SCMt'iC of them, hereditary Or dynastic monarchy w$j 
the order of the day, and in die others legislative assemblies wen. constituted. 
Thus, when Islam entered modern history;, the question arose: since the Uni- 
vers.il Caliphate dad become a rhi.ni; uf the pavt, could different Muslim national 
communities manage their affairs by themselves? Jn other words, could toe pow¬ 
ers and obligations of a caliph or imam be shared by a body of persons as the 
el cored representatives of the Muslim community in a particular Muslim 
national stater After die break up of rhe Ottoman Rmpire and the abolition of 
caliphate in Istanbul (Ctnastantinople) III 1924, Turkey was the first country in 
the world of Islam to advance the legal reasoning that the power of the caliph 
or tmam could be vested in a body prisons in die form of an electee assembly 
or legislature. I nis hnd been rhe viewpoint OI the Kh.iw.irni in rhe tsu ier history 
of Islam, who had held I hat il was not obligatory fur the Muslim Ctnri in unity 
to appoint a caliph, but the Muslims could manage tlici: affairs, themselves by 
mutual consul Tati on as recommended by The Quran Views were also expressed 
sind adopted to the e fleer rhaT in modern Muslim national states fleeted assem¬ 
blies Cimid constitute the advisory council i.inudis : r shura!- Ol the Muslim com¬ 
munity and make subordinate legislation on the basis of ijtibad. i.c„ reinterpret 
Islamic law in accordance with the changing needs and requirements of the 
Muslim community in Sight of rhe principles laid (Uiwri in the Quran and Sunnj. 
in any case, no voice was raised against the transformation which had taken 
place in Turkey, and in due course even in die Muslim countries where legis¬ 
lature assemblies were firmed, their establishment has nor h«n considered 

repugnant tit the injunctions Hit Lvlam. 

Be that as it may, a Muslim nmional state docs nor become an Islamic state 
unless and until it adopts its characteristic features which snll remain nn.-lr:’- 
ahls. I hp democratic method which h-^y been adopted by smne- uf the Mu-d m 
countries due iu the influence uf Western ideas is new a pedeci method. An 
Islamic stare s expected to be run by the xsr members of the community- J he 
democratic method, although adopted by Western countries in order to achieve 
the same objective, ordinarily does not ensure the election CM ihc best, because 
a really suitable or competent candidate may be defeated by an unsuitable or 
incompetent candidate only foT the tea SOU th-at rhf intrer has obtained itlOre 
votes, regardless uf how they ought have been achieved.. Bi mi lady, a vote- is no 
substitute for baya t because bays is a bilateral contract whereas a vote dntx nut 
have the implications of a contract. Furthermore, according to the Sauna ol The 
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Hulj 1 Pi uplift, a person wliu ullers hina^c li as a l ll ri ■ J i >J -.h r r ■ for any offKe abuses 
his &o&iiion of Tru.iT and must he ignored. If rhis role U irwially adopted few rin¬ 
se lection. for in-stan-re, of a ’'judge/ then why chi mid n noi hr .ul'.pii J fur rhi 1 
f left ion of a sn-cnlled " U’gid.iror.’' Ajiniri, rhrrj? is 1111 iih lip.thin to follow 
-hr majority principle ;l-, tilt right ol Such a 111.1 ; i i.iS cm it riCugri ij'.CiJ in k uiL. 
Suppoiters of this viewpoint ako argue thai since Muslims constitute Allah s 
party, an Islamic state muse have .a one-party govern mem and rh at a multi-pan^ 
system is repugnant to the Quran .and Sunna. It s also poirnsL. ri ih.-i ■■ iv:.- 
Sunni vchnols of law iln mic .ic knowledge ermnr irn:;. agreement ii/tn.; aj 
shut lie fin thi evolution cd Islamic taw. According In them, ihur.t :i mi uh j 
body of advisers or expert* which must hi- appointed by the caliph . i imam 
(Through selection or nomination and not elecTionl, I hey .erte in an advison 
ot consultative capacity and are not an independent legiv|.;r .: hi.,:-. 

There are ji Tiumher nf .iTguinenTS .lilv.inicil in hnor :-t (he dfe iv . -.1:1, 
method. If the |jiiwCts and obligations id l caliph iit 1nid.11 are n - h.i re i i h ■ 
the .Muslim Loiviir.iniv in u particular Muslim national state, it ls neetiiar; to 
create a body ot person* to cunsdmte an Hm .r of sbuujtr a h ch should conduct 
the affairs of the Muslim community through mutual consultation. Such a body 
•canrft? be C(uv,rn.iT“.l rvvepr through mi* elivred ri pKttnt I of fhe M ttllrt 
coreir unity. Although nr ri.rc.ri:;. principle w.is nor followed dnnr-i". the h s 
tniELj eicpLTimciit «f thi Rightly (rinJi’,: C-iliph-., its id .|.' .1i .1 :ii”ri:: ■ 

hccii spccilicaLly lorhaddcn rvoi Jisapprowd by the Quran and Sunna. Admit 
tcdly, the Quran and Sunna insist on the sovereignty of Allah and the enf 

mem of His laws, hut rh.c evolution of The mefht\f for the real .. these 

objectives is left to the good srnw nf tin 1 Muslin wnmunity in acoiTdancc w rh 
jtS ns-LiLiirnments fnun ticut W time. As cKl 1 ri .1. oniivi of Id.nv :.. ,-.:.ihhch .1 
community Of luith governed :>y <lu SJ.’i.'.T.r, 1 ;-, :ht Miidim ■_: 1 mmiil.U :*■ frcr 
evolve any suitable method tor the enforcement of Islamic L-.s The principle- 
that a person who otters himself as a candidate tot any office abuses iiis positiu 1 
of trust and therefore must he ignored cannot he made applicable univemally 
if all jiiitahh or competent piTvons are tii retrain from ,<rter ng themselves '• 
ea.iidiJ.ates, then the Muslim cuimimnili, not being jsvjre of (heir ':r< 'iiur. 
may he compelled ro select mediocrities lut .ippuint nim! to pohstums 1 if trust. 
Kurherniorc. ttfictly speaking, a voce may not he a bilateral contracr iik-.- fi.jyu, 
hut it certainly is an indication of selection of a candidate among others, on the 
iuxis of his suitability nr competency in Til eses of the electors, in order tti 
represent tliLiri only fnt a live.I period of time. If hr lL ulls not pros-: humtll tn 
bt suitable otf competent, be call be rejected at tire next dcciiun I hi establish 
mert of a legislate re is also necessary because subcrfdin are legislation which is 
•nrii repiiRTiPrit to the Quran and Sunna is a very widy held due to the changing 
needs and reLim-menT, of the modern Muslim com it unity, ['he succesvfu 
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working of iI:l- Jem i iuT.it u.' nierhild orally d< | u’ i i Is on rhtf crinscifnri(JTH cletftO" 
I ate which LS awa/C OJ il> 11|^!iIs and obligations under Islam is bvn It is likrlv 
to fail wherr rhr electorate is gullible Jhricforejr it necessary no educate and 
train thL' Mu.-Jam community in older to nuke ir -consnun.’, oi ins rights and. 
obligations under Islamic lavv, Jo: only through oduejutm ;ind training would 
ir be in a position to fleet the best members of the community. In addition, 
although The Muslim community is AllahV party, die formation of groupi- 
luiiimgsl Mu >l.i i is firr promoting gOud ;md >11 pprc&.wg cvi in iM'rntittnL, irHi.'i ,' 
jccu:i imended by the Quran. Only iiu'li political pji-tics which adhere to Islam ic 
ideology can be permitted to function in a Muslim national state, rurthcirnoac, 
measures musr he adopted to determine clearly as to who obtains an overwhelm¬ 
ing. {and hi it merely hare) majority i if votes in his favor. 

Today, many argue that il:f deoioetatic nielli od must be adopted because 
there is no other appropriate substimre for the time being which could yield 
hfTTei results as required by the Islamic standards. The conflict in viewpoints 
regarding Western and Islamic 1 orm> of democracy Creates a |jTiihlem which i> 
laced by some Muslim national states at present, and it is probably the cause of 
occasional instances of political breakdown today. 

Howrvrr, as ir h («5 hren pointed rmt, the fund.imenr.il principles on which 
an Islamic slate is founded continue to remain the same. A Muslim national 
•irate can only claim to be an Islamic state if its constitution strictly adheres to 
two basic principles of ultimate sovereignty vesting in (Jod and the supremacy 
of Isdnmii- law. fint ir must he clearly understood rh.it an Islamic scare is rot a 
ihcbiirJLy. Islam docs nor recognise the distinct ion between the "spiritual" and 
rhe ''sec alar„' h and it is incumbent on every Muslim constantly to endeavor to 
realize religious values while performing his riM-ip-inl oblations. In rhsense 
the UaniLL stare .issitniiatcs the qualities of an ideal secular State. In the positive 
sense, a secular state ought to guarantee religions Freedom to every citizen and 
endeavor to promote the material advancement and welfare of all its citizens 
without distinction nf religion or Tice. Hits i* nlsn rm m of rhe numerous derivs 
of an Islamic stare, wbieb must proreei the places or worship ol citizens adher¬ 
ing to fairhs other than Islam dae tu the Quranic injunction- "'If Allah had nor 
raised a group i f , Muslims | to ward off the cj-hers from aRRTessioii, churches, 
synagogues, oratories am ,3 mo'jques, where Allah is worshiped most, would have 
been destroyed" IS. 22 : 40 ). Similarly, it must guarantee mart's inalienable rights, 
e.g , equality of status and of opportunity; equality before law; freedom of 
rhinight, expression, belief, faith, worship, association, assembly, movement, 
trade, business, cn profession; and the tight to hold and dispose of property, 
subject to Islamic law and tnora ty. ft must ensure rhe complete independence 
of the judiciary and uphold the Supremacy of rule by Islamic law. t-Tch of these 
principles con be- directly traced from the Quit an and Sunna- 
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Nevertheless, the IikI in an Islamic; .irare Lis j restricted piiwrirtt leg 
islation ror, reefin'c.ilIy spmjcing, its authority :s delega!cd .mil 1..11 I if an isctl 
only within the liiniii ffresecribed by the Quran and Surma. Consequently, it 
mus* enjoin that which is considered by the Qur.ir at- "maruf" iuniwr^lh 
acknowledged moral values), '['here are rhree sphere?. of legix.iuve a L -L vit;. in. .1 
Muslim natknwl st-atr: I! ly enforce I.iv,.-; which h.r.u upc: Tic 1 ■■ keen L;ud 
down in til" Quran :nid Ji-uhiiah; 2 ) Ttk bring all ihc existing iws 1:1 em:li rliiicy 
with ihe Quran arid Sunndt; and Ji To make law, ,1- -,ul> irdinate lejiisl.nii.Mi 
which are n-or repugnant ro the Quran and Sunn.ih 

The establish mcriT of such a legislature by means of ;■ n r nn rc-quiir,. -irsi - 
nn electorate which IS aw.tie of ■ rs riji.hr-. and oolig-itions uric :it 1 st.1 in 10 lass: 
second, the recognition of mily s.ieh yuLkLLL.il parlies ss k: l li ikUilt-. Li Li 
I slamic ideology and art- in a position to put up L'-indio.itcs w’-i > art lain ji 
with [hr legislative limbs- prescribed by the Quran and Sunna; and tl r-d the 
adoption of measures which should clearly determine who hi- the ovc-rwh:- m- 
ing support of rhi- voters, line TO historical riTi.-umstH.ni i-S, a inodrr 1 .Mi -- 1 . n 
legislative assembly, at least for the present, miktt Lin:--isr mostly li f members 
wiiii possess no knowledge id the su Lillet 111 t:-l Islamic law. I Urn I ire lln ;. .i:r 
likely to make grave cito-rs in their interpretatio 1 of Islamic law. Ide.il]} ...cak 
ing. if an elected legislative assembly is to be fanned in an Islamic net, 1 
should consist of enperrs in different fields and l.nwyn whn are q 1 :o lied in 
Islamic law as well ns modern jpTis.prudenr.'. 1 . [his oh|fcnvr 1 .in hi n-.ilie: il 
thiimyjh the accomplishim-nt ol .1 reform in Liu- present system ill Irp.d erlitL.i 
lion in Muslim cuunines, try cxLciid.ri j. its Sphere so .is In comb 11c the -,l.:. ;. ■ I 
Islamic law with an itiTcliigcist study of model 1 lUropi udciii'e. Howl-vct, :his. is 
a long-term objective. l r or the interim period two conuirurional devices have 
hem adopted by some Muslim national watts in order to reduce the :*»■>'..!>. u ;-s 
of drmntmi.i interpretations rtf Islam n- l.iw 111 1 nuik-rn Muslim lejLjd.mM 
assembly. Tliese art making, provismn wilh ti e n-ituMi.il iLSsernbly for .1 sep. .ir< 
committee of ularna which lias the powei to supersisc the episLaiisc wLiis-itc ul 
rhe assembly and constituting a body of ularna ourddt the assembly as 111 adhi- 
sory council which has the authoriry to advise the national assemble as to 
whether pi-npowed Ipgixlntion is ir is not repugn mt r* the injunctions or f-sI. citl. 

The Islamic state may be considered as an iLle.tl. but ir is an deal which the 
Muslim community must aspire 10 realise. li is tkmuph ehr realiratimi uf tbi■, 
ideal that the attitude of Islam to authority can be ically demonstrated to the 
world, lhere are three objectives which the world community is living to 
achieve: pears of mind In: the individual hec.mse wuhout r no tiappmrss is 
possible; peace Jiriorigst the nations and disappearance of rhe threat of drstiuc 
non by war; and finally, respect tot the rules of international kchavirtr. All three 
objectives remain unstrained, and it i> evident that with the present nsatefialist 





260 


AK.V.'V KftSPtCTttfS C.w a ftiSWiCttW ISLAM 


dimension ill national abjective* rni Jurlhcr inipTuvmnent in I he world ch.s n u| i - 
Lji. 1 I] 1:, ]i.i;l!.k"L illy pdfeibLc. PuIlLjC^ divorced f]ij;u religion titid in.0fQ.1ity Carl only 
k-ad to The sicuarion (Hat exisrs ar present. I iujnan conduce cannot be expected 
rn. ((qitann hi xtand.irik of ii'ctitucU: in ihu .jI'wikt iii brlmf n rhe w|fi|Mjlt£ 
;KL'(>u:iL;i]>iliLy oi man. Islam, with its organic rclaiionshipoi i'. Iiv.i-..-ii h.j politics 
and society, provide rhe framework for a political development which can real¬ 
ize the objectives of the world community. 



FOURTEEN 


Islam and Zionism 

ISMAIL R. al Fj\KUQ[ 


NO'f}UDAliM H UT Zl 0 NISM 

Islam is nor opposed tn JudJiifcnn Hue rtafirtk it as the re lie ion of God h 
aa, Icn(iw ledgex iher God Ol JudbiSm, i.l , ot Ibrahim Ahr;'ili.n:i . .-.rn.iil lsh.i 
Clssae} and Yacub (Jacob!, at the God. It c ecugn izev Mum Mutts .11 pfuedu.' 
and the Torali as revelation from God Islam questions mu Jikkcmn hut :he 
Jews, It rw as to their fairhfulness to the I orahi;; l-awi .1 ml second. as t-.> rhe ■ ■ uaI 
IntegTIty of the Torahic text. In doing so. Iil.im is .it ncir with mtist |ew 1 n 
history as it-jj.jids Lhe first |jumL. .in<L with those Jews {Reform, l onservative 
and Raconsituccionis'! J who have accepted Biblical criticism as ruj.irds the set 
end. Rather, Islam is opposed to Zionism, to Zionist pu ities and ■. > 1 Jult. 

Zionism iso movement launched by ['heodor Hei ?l Hollowing di« i u 
sionmenc by the Dreyfus Affair. It is designed to transform Palestine and it- 
iiiljaerr.r territories into a [swish -.i.-itc, " as Jewish os I nyj.ind iv I rii 1 . 1 1 n. hi 
pursuit of this objective is thoroughly Machi nrel 11 hi sing 1 minded purpusi' 
is given absolute priority over .'LI CoiisidcralLuris, im. 1 11 Jura The IMOrll. 

Having obtained else Balfour Declaration, Zionism played its power it the 
hilt to acquire land It stopped a- nothing in this effort, including rht .ipp ca¬ 
tion of pressure, hlackm.nl, bribery, speculation and forced eviction of Palestin¬ 
ian farmers from lands which they h.id inher rctl tnim rh<ir ini;firors -hrmi.*F. 
the millennia. 

For iti otimci agiiiiH the-individual Palestinian men and womtr, against tlit 
corporate existence of the Palestinians, against tin- adit idual Arabs of the sur¬ 
rounding countries as well as the nmtw/ib, Islam condemns Zionism. Mam 
deirisaridi chat every iitnm'i weight us injustice perpetrated against rhe mniicem 
be undone. HljiCe, :L impOMS Upnn jLI Muslims chu world nvir ro n-.r like one 
man to put an cud ro injustice audio reinstall: its sueR-nm. in their lands, homes 
and properties- The illegitimate use of every movable 01 immovable pn pen- m 
the Zionist,c since rhe British occupation of the land will nave to be paid for 
and compensated. Therefore, the Islamic pnsitnm leaves no chance for the 
Zionist state but ro be dism an tied and ileiroyed, anil ics wealth tamfiscattcl to 
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pay tlf ill liabilities,. TJiiS ubligatiOri “ tU rLpel, *t«|j mul undo in|UStice— is 3 
corporate religious obligation (fardkifayah) cm .lie trtnmnb, and 3 personal r»-li- 
g.ious obligation (fad on every able adult Muslim man. of vvomar. in the 
vri itIJ unti] the mntnah h.L-. i itfiL i.il I y jsciitficd responsibility fur '.rs implejneii - 
lation. Defense of the ztrmfiafo. > .e_, id every province uvrr which thebamn;i of 
the Islamic State has once been raised, is jihad, or holy war, and Lt is a prime 
religions duty. Fulfillment of this duty is fam Ifeliciryj in [Inis world and the 
ii«xt, i.c., victory in this wurld, in.irtjrdnin .mil [mmcJ isv in the other IS 
Moreover, GcxL Commands the Muslims '"Lu avail chernse-vcs iif si I rm .ms and 
instruments of force in order to overwhelm the enemy and bring the war to a 
t|incli end” (S, 8:60). 

However, d is. m,. intiinf; rlit* Zionist stat-n thie-s not necessarily mean the 
destruction oJ Jewish lives tit id proper! id*. Sul It destruction will, however, by 
regarded by Islam as a necessary evil it Zionist forces resist the dismantling and 
seizing process. Er is a tifST Islamic principle that aggression and injustice he met 
with an identical proportion of same ;S. 2:1 EH;. F.ircesis is absolutely forbidden. 
MtmiOvCr. hOstiht its must, according to [slant, he iirmiediurAl y shifny.nl as sOOrs 
as resistance SLQps|']'u continue rhein beyond acquiescence of the fesiseant is 
unpardonable injustice CS. 8:61, 5s Wl. Jikni ■commands the Muslims never to 
tin nsgress, never to get beyond the termination of injustice, never to g-ve vent 
to any resentment by increasing the suffering one atom's weight, hue eo deni era 
the enemy exactly what he bad dealt tlicns, measure for measure (S, 3:4.7). Tilanh 
equally commands, its adherents to spare up effort, no materiel, no wealth 

needed to hrmg the war In victorious Cun elusion. It lays nil time limit on the 
declaration o r eujtduet of the war: lot j iHutal religious obligation is t>u. hyptiih- 
csi Timeless, Islam further recommends pardon, mercy and forgiveness (ibid!. 
Hut these virtues cannot bp forced;, and they (save moral value only if rh-sy nre 
practiced from a position of .ifnSOgth and self '■udicienCy. MorCvcr, they are 
strictly persorul. They oiusl be the object ol a personal decision on die pan of 
a free personal subject for them to have the moral value to which they lay claim. 

I he injustice perpeTrated by Zionism is so complex, s*> ctrmpuunded and su 
grave riiat there is practically no means uf stopping or undoing it without a 
violent war in which die Zionist army, SLate and all its public institutions would 
have to be destroyed- liven if the Western world forsook th* Zionist state :ilte» 
gcilier, its Zionist leadership woiifo sail muster enough dcipcrate courage to 
persist. For ir is. L>y nature, an ideological STatc, necessarily prepared to save 
itself HT all cost to human life and property. All the more reason, therefore, for 
ihe Muslims of the world to tnkc if mtm: scrittasly. a:id to pfCpaiC realistic plans 
which they arc unquestionably capable of executing. 

Once The Zionist state, its army and other public institutions arc- destroyed. 
Lfic problem id what to du with its population would, have to be faced. That 
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hlim rrmridt and will ncit compromise cm Zionism is .1 lesson which must b: 
might to every Jew living in the Muslim world. Hence. M.sm will not tokr.i . 
rhe establishment rtf a Zinni.se alternative til the - Zionist Si. mi 1 . Al! Z-iomsh *h;i 
wish tn 1 :vc within the Muslim work", would b-ivr to dr / 10n.fr thenivIvCe, 
emigrate, or face proscLHtnin fn- their Zionist activities. lie /. loriucalMJiL, il 
must be hiciic in mind. is the rejection ill Zionism, the poliiiv.il program 
transform Palestine iisLo a Jew 1 ill Mate im ihe Furijpcan lit Western model. 


I SLAM A ND TH li J i '* IS11 PRO HI F M 

Thu .-.til-saiBic I.■_v. iaf 1 -Jj.m winch requires ul the .Muslim to go to l ie end > I 
the LJTth to put ait mid Lu LnjustieL must equally apply it' ihv goyun as the 
Jewish sufferers ul injustice. C.J 111 there by aity duuh: ml the .Muslim ■ tniiid thal 
the Jew is a sufferer Ot injustice al the hands ol the Christ ait West; 

I he answer is categorical. Certainly, the Jew has hern s.; L -1; • uj inpistiri: in 
the West; and certainly, the Muslim is eit|Pmcd by God to Lome m his rrsL ne, 
to relieve hun from suffering, and to help him achieve his freedom, ml urny mtl 
[Ksaeu. There can therefore hv nu douht, Islamieally speaking. chai the world ill 
Islam is religiously hound to irhampulit the Jew sh came against l hrisimo itn 
that ir stands inilicted as long ns I: fails to lIo so. India vi. Lh.iiupHjumg ;a. cause 
of rhe mipreespcl has heun an essential CHimjjoneni; 11 1 the image of Ul.uv .‘i 
Mecca and Medina, in rhr Mils, ns worlil and m r nrupe. I hai ■■ « ay thi frees 
ijf Damascus, of Spain, as well is off onsr.inriisiij.k’, the Balkans, aid < inrr.d 
I'm rope, helped the Muslims n r ho it conqitcft of rheae lends, r he frwr tht h- 
selves werr convinced thar Islam 's and -.ry adherents' ch tmpiumng of oik't vs. is 
genuine, Whet can Islam offer to the cessation of Jewish suiter ing m the modem 
world? 

Islam offers a perfect solution to the Jewish problem which he, 1 - beset rhe Jews 
and the Wejt for two millennia, ‘1 hu solution is for the Jews of the world i" 
he given the right to dwell wherever they wish, as free dtirens of rhe st.ire of 
their choice Those who fee themselves reasons hiy happy where they are and 
wish to continue to live there ought to he entitled bj a world-cuvetia t to do 
so. As to these Jews who desire to emigrate from the Vi'esr. they ought he 
welcome m the Muslim world. lf h for reasons of religious attachment, the- with 
to live in those areas of the Muslim world associated with their history — F'gsp-T 
to Mesopotamia—they ought to he entitled to do so by iruie of rhe respeci 
Islam (iays to the Prophets of God and The necessary emension of sympathy and 
luv£ for those that honor the prophetic tradition and the spaces n which r 
conveyed its divine messages. 
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On [bi in question oJ Jewish immigration Islam gives far inorc lu world Jewry 
than Zionism. The latter wants only Palesrinet Islam forces wide open the ypitc.-. 
of (lie whole Miistirm world, and ci f&rlion. of ihe A rah world;, and Still mote, 
nf the 1 l rntory of the ‘"terlilc Crescent. “hri ft) ignition,’ however, dries not 
mean seizure of land., displacement or dispossession of others. Neither does it 
mean seizure of the stme, or in transformation into s stare for rhe Jews on ihe 
l-ierman Or French model- F.x hyfitjtbcSi, rheTf must he an Islamic State COIT.- 
pieheiidina L.icw territories: .in Islamic slate w Ik use tuii.-.titLitmn 15 the Quran, 
whose lavs :s the shariah, and whose constituency is only partly non Muslim. 
Such an Islamic state, extending from rh.e Atlantic to the Malay Basin, is ccr- 
tninly obliged t« Open iw gates to any Jewish immigrant who Travels thither 
Such nci Lsl.imir state is the haven for wutIlI Jewry, ;iv well ns the pnyteetOT and 
defender of prophecy and its peoples against all outside attack. Such a state is a 
world state. with infinite geo-political depth, infinite geographic and human 
resource' tindowed with rhe life- and world-affirming ideology that Islam is. 
and with a fmg history of confrontation with thr world, and thr richest culture 
arid civilization, such Jti Islamic State can ClT cl lively contend On the world scene 
and has the capacity requisite therefor. 

Contrasted with such an Islamic stare 1 , the state of Israel which Zionism pre¬ 
sents is n miserable m.-jtch. It consisc; of a few thnusnnd .-iLp.iaTe ttilometeTS, a 
sliver of land, and three tei illeun people. Tree, it is at present armed to the teeih 
with the moat up-to-date and sophisticated weaponry. But it depends fot its 
military muscle as well as rhe very food it consumes on Western imperialism 
whose direction may change from moment to moment. Moreover, it is sut- 
T Collided with .; wall of resentment jnd halted ill I he will dl a hundred and Isfty 
million Arabs and a billion Muslims, awaiting the shift in international rela- 
rions which would give them occasion to pounce on ir- 

If world Jewry, urn sub-nr.-inim number n its members, ■ it. :f y the pie sen t 
Jewish eitiaens uc Israel were to i.civ. in an Islamic state, how may they Live in 
accordance with Judaism? How may Jewish genius be given the chance to pros¬ 
per and flower forth? 

The first requisite for any culture, c r. ilmttmn Or religion to prosper—which 
ii the same fot any community- is peace. The reassurance char erne’s life and 
property are safe is absolutely necessary for The mind to operate in any long¬ 
term or constructive manner- Without it, 1UI human can develop the taste &l 
die will for truth, goodness or beauty... . SllIi lasting peace cannot be assured 
to rhe Jew's anywhere except by Islam and tinder its political dominion- The 
relation nf Islam to Judaism bemg one of sympathy, even of identity, Islam s 
religious honoring of the Hebrew prophets as Clod's prophets and of the 
Hebrew revelation as God’s revelation furnishes The best guarantee. Here is a 
nation, an iiormito iif a hil mn lOiil.t on the march maintaining this faitll as ,ltl 
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essential and constitutive 1 rlrmeniof ire own religion, nf its £> , .^h consnouMirsv 
O-f God, of -itself and of :he wmli |As with .Yluh.imin.id .ind Ins Ciunpimiorn, 
rhe i if Islam iinrily believes lhal Cod is the Cpuardijn til tl i; Jr'■ .tnd 

trfher nciti-Mjslinw who opt lot peace milier 1hu.11 wur wiih ihe Islamic scene 
Indeed, in the faith and law of Islam-, the guarantee is provided even agamm 
corrupt Muslim rulers who might he teropeed ro exploit or upon The 

.Ji jfhflttjf.T. or CO v" min ten; wnn uoveii.meed for pejdc izntitT (.tijlI s g .i.iranilct". h p. 
I'm a I IT,, rhere is the guarantee of tested history. Except (or I he brie I LsL mterv jis 
in which Muslims have suffered even more rlun jews or Christians ,n the hands 
■of a corrupt ruler. The history of 1 dam’s tolerance and ec-i-xisteiscc with judaum 
and Christianity is pure while. Throughout the fourteen centuries of it* e*»- 
tence. iu record is wirhr.n hlemisli, Xever has rii§■ run m-.w ciiuceivrd ■ 1 1 lrsrli 
or of <ts rr ivncm, of its past i it uf :Ls future, ,i> r i I ■. i :i u. .i mucv-.iiv drCihialiort 
of the non hf ns I him mp oci its ill ie.s-1 . 

Ekforc leaving the question of Jewish securit) under N.nn, one more prob¬ 
lem remains Is it nor necessary foT the frehng of peace rh.ir rht Jews en|iw 
national sovereignty hike The f'unope^n FounTnev do? Nn! I hi reeling t- r 
national severe ij{.nfy is a very recent development, even in thr Wes:. Il is an 
outgrowth of ethiiuCtiLLri.sin and political iiaiitKM.rxin .ind the ulispi ig • 
European rornaniiciim III tie Lsl IWO Lei it mi ics. I In i i.i ■ |_i ■: j e'i I is t SUsted and 
prospered for centuries without t. Loyally to God, to the Church, to r'ie mi 
versal communi[y h to king and prince, dors not require it, ’’National &ovcr- 
eignTY,” as the third constirutrv-e element of the s-.ire afrer "people ' ■ io' .i piece 
of earth with defined bonder',,” n itself a parr of the disease of romanticism. 
“Soverngnty" is a vague and wintry conceal, supposed m weld "peoplt .ind 
-'ejiLh ' intu mystical Ullily precisely in under Lu exclude .ill elk: elcn nls. 
When it was first called for in Europe, it w.is ue.i i u.- iwJude ihc iU::vCu.tion 
of the Church in affairs of the community. Later, as the Church influence w uh- 
ered-, it was meant to exclude Chrisuan erhrec -md t .dues from determining puh- 
lir aftains. 

In I he domain of concrete pcrstHLal living, Islam unqiiesrumahly yields ali 
authority to the non 'Muslims c<j detci mine ihtii liver us they alone see li. It 
nor only permits, but requires them, id lice In accordance with their own law r 
‘1 o this purpose it regards them as an ummsb community, d tterent and separate 
frnm ihf Muslims and si I non-fews, en Jo-wed with traditions and nstiiuriiim 
Ft requires lIll Jews to .srt Up their uv, n rahomie courts, .mil purs ns whu r letci 
Utivc power at rheit disposal. Tilt- sk&tivh, Lite law uE Islam. dcinnuds 111 .ill Jews 
to submit the m selves to rhe p recepLS of Je w islt law as ini lt p ■ cv. d by the : u bhi n ic 
pLnirts, and treats any defiance or contempt of tlif rahbitiic court as rehe lion 
against the Islamic State Itself, on .i par wish like* art ion on ihe par: nr my 
Muslim vis-a-vis the Islamic court. 
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Thu c»nl>- area removed from rhe dbitnmi community's jurisdiction is that of 
war and prat*. Thin is thr exclusive domain of rhe IsLamic state whose raison 
<3 Lilt is the establishment III peaee and thu critical prist nearer of the word of 
God.. This duty iS rlsat of defense Of Dur al-Islam lhar i.v, the umtnah rtf Mus¬ 
lims as well as Those of the non-Muslims who have entered the fa Islamic# 
Smee the Islamic sistc is really a federation of comm unity-states, Ll is only befit¬ 
ting and tight that no community^st-are be held responsible for the conduct of 
foreign policy, of peace and war, and thsr the federal state be so held. Two 
major differences cjtist between a federal state sorb as rhe Islamic ware and one 
like rhe United States Or !>wiliCrla:id. The Jim is. that in the latter the constit¬ 
uent is a mini-siaDC based on territory, whereas in tire former, it is based on 
humans in community, thus giving primacy to the humans father than ro teal 
ch*ttc. The second is that the law of the Western, federal state is positive in rhe 
Sense! that it in whar the majority rtf the ronstinit'OTt 'Iwhatever its pr-nepnta£<e! 
decide ii to hi at any time; whcTcas the law uf tin. I-. aniie state in what Goil has 
ordained for it for all time-. 


THE ISLAMIC SOLUTION AND THE STATUS QUO IN THE ARAB WORLD 

Finally, it may he ashed, How would the application of the hlanik: Snlutii m 
affect tht actual SLaLC of affairs in the IN'e-jf Fast? 

First, the Arab stares of the Hear East must undergo a transformation from 
being caricatures, of the Western national states to becoming a single, united 
Islamic State. The Arab states are literally all cre.iMims rtf Western tolom.ilism. 
"L hey in ust fill be dismantled arid I heir fK'ipulatiMiii reorganised into the b.liii.L 
state. TiicEr lows which again for the- isiosl parr rhey infieritcd front Western 
colonialism ought to be discarded in favor of the thariph. The Islamic state 
emerging from their union should abolish all frontiers between them, all ths.ii 
individual defense establishments, and assume all rev. j:-::.ns. i hi I i ty for defense and 
foreign affairs. Only Lf this is achieved may the Arab Muslims of the Near Fast 
stand ready to implement the Islamic solution of the problem of Israel 

Second, Israel, the ZionisT irate, would be dismantled; by force, if necessary, 
[he institution uf the Zionist state i:5 a pnsitive evil, and So is ail iLS difense 
establishment. This leaves the ummtth community of jews as covenanters with 
the Islamic state for peace. The Jewish citizens of Israel would not he requited 
to move. On the rynerary, they would be invited co dwell iri any Lily Or village 
nf the wIiiiIl Islamic: State, 1104 unly in Sortie pieces uf real estate Oil the West 
Banh of the jofdar. and in The Gaza STrij? as Zionism is presently ashing- Hut mi 
Jew may dispossess a .Muslim of his land, house ot other property as Zionists 
have so far done. The transaction is perMjnial and Ijutli parties, buyer and seller. 




fiW.M WD Zit"^V5AJ 


fV" 

have to will rhr tilt dim hr satisfied wiih re. As for the Palestinians, they tl:1 
have tn he rehabilitated in Their Owl) homes , , .iiii landi, (nil (if which rht", wen 
fnrL-ibly ejected rirst by Briiisli and then by Zionist arms. MorenvL-f, they would 
have in tic compensated, under Islamic law. fur rh-eir damage* 

This means ihar the Jews presently ln'inie n 'tolen homes and cultiv-ati■:^ 
stolen lands, w 11 have either ru vacant or to cwnpowitt their owners. If rhe 
owners insist on rvarjacion, the capital necessary for compensation could he 
g;rd co hujr new land and home elsewhere If, as cws . lain . the Km I 

David extended Ituie’i Lite RiiVCf oi h.ii.ypE 10 the tuphr Itcs. their n -.-ill p i :■ 
id land fur rlteni io purchase and occupy. According ro lahuti, as m hag been 
already said, there is no restriction whatever on the number of Jewish iinini' 
grants, nor on rbe area or locality oi" land iht-y m,u purchase to dwell 1 
rh roup him r the Muslim world 

Thirdly t once the jmsdinv rjv 'mr.n; this solution brings has settled down, 
there is no t, i-am why rhr lews, .0 Jfnmmi in;r i> id (he hJ.11 . *i r 1 \ 

not krep .ill the pithhc institutions she;, have so l.ir dro I »[j«i C'-ileoini 
(con rtx id law, learned societies Of .ire and liiIiuu, public corporations, schools, 
Cidle^LX Jnd □ciii.irrsjLi'.-il CO Li.jndiiLii. in iheir ir..-:Talioi;i, w'srchri 11 ny . 1 1-y 
of PulcxLirH’ or anywhere else where |cvts Hliphl cIilkw :-.i dwell Hi url.-rif. 
their vixlubI and tlie 11 eNnits w mild hr JiieCtcd reward Upholding arid prOfti H 
inf Judaism, not the Wcsicrn ideologies :, r decade i-ce .11 d aberi • s. . 1 r 

will make witr against them Nooncwil persevuic.ok*r [fir'll Mini k 

is to hr ah Jewish as they ears 1 to br 

I lien., when the Jews of" the emerging M,;m t xi,ne h.-c? organ ifed lheir 
selves .md hrfLiiL ro h-r.u he as lews, trie from any Threat, the ch ief of die Islamic 
st.au rmyihit repr.it the luuxsape which an ear rr pr-udci r,xur it h Muh.i" m.id 
‘'die slcohlI, Loik|iirror esl L inuiam! nop l Seril hi thr ehicl . .1 r: er a - 1 

Muslim utntttcik in the Islamic tuu (Gennadius Scholl rim, I'.iin.iu h of t on 
standnoplck "Be ihe Patriarch sit your hArsturf 1 1 it peace. Mas .VLih protect . 

To you, our friendship is pledged .11 all circumstance* and ii-ider all 0 mdiimris 
wherever it m.ry benefit you \|.iy you emu* all riit? pm leges hithern mi . rd 
hy yi.mr predecessors! ’’ 


Note 


L tl S'.ipj.A'pur.lus. r.- prn Aigf> Jii t..'f"o r . at :c. 1 bniis'iwj 

. 1’ 1 r 1 ■. 11/ r(-:.hj'. i.n |’.l ,J,taS J Vsirpjiif OffOm-Jn. .i',lri‘. l^J -1 . p. 1 0 
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The Islamic Approach 
to Economic Development 

KHAl.lfJ M ISHAQ UR 


WFSTr.RN THEORY AND MODELS 


In the Wch (primufily tht Kiisi World! hiintari activity in the economic lieid ii 
primarily directed Towards- individual gain, Er was formerly widely believed that 
competitiveness generated by each individuaTs drive fox persona! gain would 
Somehow tiring about an Over.’11 harmony of interests anti mutual gain- I’he 
West is only now discovering [hoc ibis is noL wholly Line. Without mural oi 
eg-al restraints rhe big rish rend ro car up rhe small ones. The path recommended 
ansi often willingly chosen (j.e., following Western models nf devriripmenr!, is 
EL-ut j toad LQ iidvaLion lor 11::: Hurd Wlit.J, especially iri Lhe ljh 1 of lEl iV. rr. 

pare of the Third World which docs jioe slta/c che worldview of die capitalist 
or the socialist- The problem of unde t-devd opuient has to he tackled within che 
frarr.Etvi it fc of in Islamic rnmimririenT, a commitment niir Lonfirnl merely to 
some aspects of worship, but tu a total lifcvicw in ivbkii economic activity lias 
;i definite place and purpose, Nor enough Importance is given by the foreign 
ad insets or hy The existing ruling elites ro rhe fact char there is r.iekcal difference 
between th^ vision of a. good, and '.litccmf111 !i! :: m tbe worldview ol lsla:ri and 
char of the capitalist or the socialist world. In the former it consists of fulfilling 
one’s covenant with Allah and of living out the worldly life in terms of divine 

guidance as preparation fm a mor< heaurifnl lift awaiting mankind. The First 

(capitalist} and the Second (socialise} worlds hove on essentially materialistic and 
earthly worldview. The total picture of good fife painted with amis of hues 
provided by Freud’ 1 , vision i if a sexual man and Marx's version Of in economic 
man does not coincide with that which Islam portrays. 
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THE SEW TA 5 K 

To he .shir in utilise ;ill the at .n .1 lc to iht Mul I; in culH.rtiu:ii1s, '■■■ ■ 

( , t;iI types of aCLion shall have Lo 5>C Liikini ■■i iii.Ii,ii n 1 -It ,md Oil H t, 1 .1 Fiona. 


Driabwsittg AfcivFu/r \ 1 trttf /I Iwut fuipittltxf t COrJiutlK' Afihieh 

The first cask is to disabuse the Musi m rtf rhe new-wry of .n,loprtn.i: om- ..r rh*- 
other of the two models pTOfCCTed by the l~rw .nvl the Second Vt'orkl' Both .ir. 
basically materialistic, hav«‘ prioricios havicajiy different from those of kl.im .irni 
have h:nS am I continue In have OaptCH which per uni wholesale exploitation. 3u 
the IK'lsL il S tli L' hie. CCirpotatiCMlv and carle L - a lid in the ^ m list lOLuiIMcs il 
is stoic capitalism .1-1 d b-L.ic.aur racy. In the Former, some rel cf is possible bccatse 
power is diffused n social nrm.iv-. ir the larcer tin financial ■ - ir . =1 pnw? 
is concentrated in one and the swrnc agency lnih« former, rht 1 ipic: iwt rsplrurs 

and in the latter the hun.'ii.icnt uppresset In hnth c.i .1 , ■ ii'.. in.hu . run lhc • >■. 1 
Sty :inil Itltcrwing mi control nr criterion higher ihan I heir w ill, they exploit and 
iipprL'ss without even IltIiiij pui.it. there s nothing iilcuuhh ihonl these 
rhodcls OS both Stand discredited .11: lI e.tipusfd I lit- Muslin- .ire and iliCiuW I tel 
free- to devise rheir own models for sok mg rheir prob e irv- 

Our second task is to introduce die M ohms Islam'-. ,■> -tincmt <ppr ■ 1. h 
to the whole range economic activity, It is the finJy ideology whose dimen¬ 
sions l'iivit :ht lifr in cl:is work! .is well .0 lnn.ihi r I , .11:1 .11> >iit ilv.l lies in in 
how to lead .1 moral jml meaniaptul life in puvcrtt anti iii wealth, :l provides .1 
11 jii:it.iiinnaI pattern in an individual Iur a spiritually meaningful total com* 
initnienr of Ids life and ail i is worldly 1 possessions. 

(Jr^'Cjjrj.TJ.ir^r fir eu.i.'iJJieri:• The third task is to ivi/ronr ninJek i,;r 1 le ^-li shin 
Communities to organise their development, !>y inCrc-ited -ail reliance 111J 
where necessary by mutual dependence. 

The Way In "iVji'J fr: JAvvirrp I lie final i isk is rn 1 1 1‘-.*■ ".t r ways and ivimiis in 
kindle a new self-confidence and fervnr in rhe com nil in 111, to pall irselt up hy 
the bootstraps, to participate enlhusiastic.il y in fairly Creating and ;iiviIy ill- 
Tri burins wcalrli 


Cnn/enr of Jj'conomfc .-1 arVj'rt 

On tile alsove analysis it IS clear I hut charring of out future will deal.in. vilrt 
siderarion of not merely die economic and political Factors, inn ako vp -iitial 
amf moral factors without which politics becomes a game of oppression and 
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economics a hunt by expLoitcis. Socio-economic injustices ate the lint object »f 
attack under an Islamic conumtrnetit. 


QUUANJC PRINCIPLES Oh" ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

I'.iriicipziktn jfl few sonic Aciiwty —Acci it, ling hi the Quran, participation in 
economically creative activity is obligatory for wry Muslim fS. 62:10); Mus¬ 
lims arc siJwj expected to work hard ft, 73-:20J. The Jews sought fulfillment of 
God's blessing in worldly life, and The Christians went to the other extreme by 
propagating asceticism. isl.nri in unequivocal terms altu rued the fundamental 
and absolute precedence of lilt hereafter Over the worldly life ft. 4:77.1; and 
expected the Muxlims CO use rhe guwl th-.njpt of life ft. 24:6(1; 7s-3lj and to he 
grateful to God for bis hleasings ft- 16=114; 23-17,2:172! be-r arise Allah j-ncrcoses 
JI is blessings for those who ore graceful IS 14:71. The blessing in worldly things 
is abused when a man squanders Isls wealth (5. 17:26-27), or exalts and makes 
a wanton public display thereof ft. 28:72k therefore waste and. war non display 
in ccuLrnvl LO moderate display with ill the Ianu ly Circle to increase the beauty 
nnd charm of hftr yfi. 24: is prohibited. The irngsortance of This fsnncip.lt: 

becomes clear when one realises chat contemporary Marxism's strongest «Titt- 
cism against capitalism is in regard to its wastrfu I ness, i .e , both rhe nott-ocilify 
of a large number of Items produced and alto their inequitable distribution and 
use. One person wallows in ostentatious high living and a not lie: barely survives 
in a condition of extreme poverty and deprivation. The same criticism can be 
levelled ipsinsi the socialist system also because therein too once a person has 
earned his wage he can do with it what hr likes. Waste of hard earned wages 
on alcoholism is a special problem of Russian society. 

According to the Quran everyone is entitled to a share in wh.it he earns ft. 
4:32); no one is permitted to withhold all that he earns ft, 104:2-2), He is 
required to use it in the categories prescribed by Allah ft, 28:78) but is prohibited 
from using it ioi wanton public display ft. 28:7?). Blocking the use of wealth 
in this fashion carries severe chastisement ft. 28:8J), because it causes oppression 
In land and upsetting of social balance ft. 28:83), Tlie Quran has specifically 
chosen to mention Ktuah us an example of a nun of nscans who invited divine 
punishment On account of abuse rtf wealth. Rut throughout the Quran there is 
repeated mention of the punish men r the wealthy ones invite by hoarding their 
wealth, and nor using it in a manner which work: Save them the hereafter 'ft. 
l|t:77; IC'Wri!. 
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/Jut/ iti Produce AfdWt TTujJ Oites jVeedi—h .■_■:.11 idni l activity is 11 JL !n fc'f 
Loniined to earning or producing enough to nicer one's pen-oral needs n 1 I 1 
MusLims .ire expected Co produce more because rhey cannor psjjrkipsw in rhe 
process of purificatimi through, providing ,<vuriry to nthrrs. ■’ ;* it nr .vims un 
uni?*? they proJuL't inure than what they thertlxL-IvLS euilMimv 1 h- irci-.r m 
iirmnenctud iik u -1 J.rtly entiled wealth 1-. lu apply it r> = procuring .’I .>11 11 rails 
t li fulfill a Muslim^ covenant with Allah. A Muslim is under .1 covenant to 
struggle for esrablishmenr of Islamic mder with hi- ■te.iml.dl M nrli.Hi oolong 
illgs I5>. i»:l 11> I'hiv tries would betome impossible if iridiv duals only produced 
enough for personal nerds IS. X: 711. t his of course til ir-. not mean 1 hat tor tlvusc 
win) have no wealth I hen 1 it no cumpUnSatii'Mi Mill A I all S. •*:'*] Si I ln-ycai 
improve the (jua lit y ol sijlijI i[ft:veti without SUtplih i.a. 1:1 k 'Lu H11 rrxuUiLt-.. 

The tluty t(j product carries eerra ui further imp I ic .icii ns ol ahith due ni ur 
must I)l taken. In tliL production of goods Mti-lnv- mi -.1 give priority to thoK 
tilings which ate good and wholesome and help rn 1111 prow rlw o .iliry of ft 
(juods for mere display or for Titillotting .irntu nl v created v. mt* would hair 
very low social priority. I he goods whi m ii'.v :v unLawtul or prohth n-i ri.r- 
nor be produce-j ar all. Under no (■imniiil.mLCi should priiJiicEion hr hv nsr.iii-. 
which are dis^ppruved became m mm. 1 i LireuinstaileLS eveli il Uitji IS .ppt >-.n ,<. ■ 
of .in 1 inn-.LiLi.iLc gain ai m case (.if usury, n 1 reality there is .1 loss 1 , ■. I ■ nor 
immediately apparent IS. 3 Cfc 30 i. 

The importance of these principles becomes ohvions when m real te ihar 
one of the maior faults of rhe titM economic order nf tin Tnsr V, id. is over 
production of goods which mere lv wher the appelhe hi . ri icing ;l pc .-3 my. Ijriey 
and -in little to add in the real quality 01 life. Every day aicd'.i cl alt kinds keep 
nifliL~tmg advirrtisrirmils fur erga rellts, ivnns. clutlns. arid intmim.i Ml- i_h-i 
suiticr items lui which markets are articially created and Pm pri-ii-crum - I 11 ■■■■■■ 

wares, a specious culture is created and inflicted In rhe end not .ill the com. . 

items reach everyone. A good many go complete v to w.c-tr In chr prnccsi .1 
great many social priorities rem.iin unattended I lv- 1 ml iv dual pnaii -.! n-i:th 
;l society is snora ly indifferent and spiritually famished. 

The Quran prohibits WagCriUp LiansaeLiu-nt. In a Wigfrijtg I i.insael'iin rhe 
wirmeT 111 jkes an undeserved gain and the loser suffers an utidesc-i- i-i I ■. ■ rh- 
out both patties being involved in any process of producing more. Such rm"- 
ncTion* constitute a clear abuse of wealth, be it in rhe form of goods or rhe sued 
power tii fTirmn.and goods .me. services Available in fona of money Sn; 1 ir.i:i- 
iLtiorif. cause envy. TimeUUr and enmity S.. SrDOl and ileitroi dignity and dis 
neces-iity of pieidUL live labor. Through Lfieni people acquire pjm i ti- Lori mind 
more gCH)ds atid services without participating In any exercise of adding ro the 
sum torsi of socially available goods. 
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The Quran explicitly prohibits usury (riba) (£. .5:1 JO) because «f its cvi i fleets 
nn human o&ciety, It constitutes one major cause of social malaise iS. 2:17S\. 
I 111 i in mu I y, uSuiy assures untamid incunicv, nnd converts business into exploi¬ 
tative teor|$aijis IS. 2:275) and by and Large develops u style of production wherein 
business Transaction:; do nor benefit both die pat tics in the transactm-i, but 
r.irher heroine unfair -and unjust taking of someone's property (S. 4:16). 

I be Quran insists that Muslims must not hi nek wealth bur must constantly 
iperic! it though with wisdom IS. 9:J4.I and muJera.ion ($, 17:7.Dj. nid keeping 
in view the permitted uses ot wealth (S-. 9sJJ). The full implications id this com¬ 
mand do not become apparent at first glance and stand in iiccd of some 
“X|jlienticin. 

Participant urn in eecmomiLjlly productive activity is the: duty Hif every man 
and wuiiuirL Tlic Prophet (peace be upon him) b reported to Have xii-d that Suite 
fui in the eye; of Allah is one who does nothing. The individuals savings rep¬ 
resent rfic surplus generated over and above what is consumed in The process of 
production. Part nf tHi.i surplus is reserved hy the utmriah for the benefit rtf those 
who due to SOmC perinJriCnl disability Ur temporary Lilacapacity cannot Ionic 
afrer their own needs or those of their dependants. This part is contributed and 
collected by the mandate of Divine Law and is known as rhe cfi'Acr.r, As fat as 
rhe rest of the savings is concerned., this too to be thrown hack into the 
process of production iai the fr'nirl id capital, to further social productivity. 
Islam seeks maximum use of c apitals total utilization of manpower, Severe ehas- 
rise men: is promised to those who withhold socially available capita] by storing 
it up in thi; form tif gold and silver fS, ?|J4), 

Gold and. silver by themselves art at best .uiiversully accepted symbols tu 
command services or ro buy goods, and by themselves do not carry any intrinsic 
value to provide direct satisfaction of human needs, So long a* the savings in 
thi: individual .ircounra are by and l:iTf!e available a. 1 , capital for rhu community, 
the problem of ehtuiiiL shortage of capitaL may nut often arise, hot example u 
man “A 1 " works and from his wages he saves a Irandjed rupees, This amount lie 
ptits «n a knnk I he bank as His agent invests st in a joint venture with smneune 
else, say “EL." From rhe surplus generated the hank and “R." malte provision to 
return Lhe original suns, she hank takes pan of the profits made in die joint 
venture with "'LV\ and '"G" deposits say fifty rupee* as savings frorr part n# the 
profit that accrued to Him. New say rHe hank enters another |CVial L venturi wElI'i 
“C 1 utilizing lHc amount ul rupees deposited by “A 1 " and ‘'G and makes further 
pTonT and generates further savings by “C 1 ’ In this way the sum total cd socially 
available KurK.Lv and services increases without destroying the capacity of “A 1 " 
and "B' 1 to call Jm certain goods and services on which they arc entitled by 
virtue of their savings, The profits of depositors would of course he calculated 
annually a* £.akdi is also calculated rm annual savings. The transaction would 
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then hr different fm:n .i riba trn.nsntrit.sn or .in ordinary hanking transaction 
wherein I he lender pel 1 - his iiLtcrevI ul ;l pircduTerntinr-d nrr i r rr .pertivf nl rtir 
hehelil which rr'ior riiay fli.it SCCUrt to (he borrower. In the former cn.se the 
money remains; That of the mesror but in the larrer c.m it becomes that r>f lSi c 
borrower, 

In joint ventures both parties tri>Ic f.rohr csr hiss bur in rhr latter the 
lender does nut shjre tin: p roll I iji loss hut takes (he listud. niirrst I here would 
he uther points l»T distinction also. Ici the capitalist b.ir.his g system ink the r lIs 
car borrow, because they alone can provide the requisite 'salt" sec Linde.'. 
Wealth of The borrower is a very important factor for the lender when Man 
expressly prohibits “circulation of wealth only amomgsr rK,■ rich' > 5' nd 
the stjTe gUBramees repayment ctf limns, The nr Ci/ariim id e.i|■■ r.il un follow • 
COmpl^tyly rliffenint cii'.irse from rh;i: prevalent m the 'A u%| <.,r in r.w socialist 
wotkj. 

There arc many factors which operate Us create profit. The Quran c ilVnnt 
[too of equal it)-, and the Prophet's command that u all transactions both p..:Les 
must profit, and the other principles already referred to above have a direct bear¬ 
ing on the question of the quantum of profit perm s*iMe ro a Muslim. Until 
quite recently die hirer World economist- used to -is rh.»t profit ii is much is 
anyone is ■Willing US priy Tunis the cot, ;ir,il olren j'.isrliicd ir hv living ch.ir rln 
competitive market lixoi the njrgin. ft’e know now rh.it (hire ;• ms .iKiil-.i:!- •, 
free d i:npCt itivc market like (hat the Jl idem l ccunmnit.Cs visualur. arid thm 
there are too many factors which prevent the market from icjchinjia fan ri|.ti 
librium. The Prophet (peace be upon him I is reported ro have prohibited making 
of profit on articles of absolute need like food-grains though he refused n h\ 
prices in spire of requests. On richer iTerns he required the believers t-i n ike 
renscmBble profit! to Mtirr full heinehrs of e.i.-h Transaction to -ill contracting 
parties. The [ski in is social frame work, msi-Ting is it dries rm nurturing -i. ,i| 
confidence, would provide tire requisite lie .I for mllclv-IuI iipcracioii III chr-.r 
principles. 

Quranic principles operate in the numerous patterns of cconom c arrange¬ 
ments in such a way as to occlude exploitation, I Ivey seek to assure thjT w chin 
the Im ils s-r by jrJjaerjJf, b:u-1i party sh.iil receive -.sue benefit for its contribution, 
industry, smirk, entrepreneurial skill niscnmcnc.is. I hose who ninrrir-utt mope 
shall receive more IS. i.kol). There will remain certain inequalities (S, 36:71, 
A 3:321 bu.T they will not hurt the group because strict controls regulate the uses 
of wealth. 3 hose who have more wealth have more responsibilities, and more 
to account for. 

The Q-.iriin rCeeiguLiCS the difference between man and man in terms of Intel 
ligence, health, srregnth and morality, It also recognizes the fact that smite wu:k 
harder than others and some work more intelligently and consistently for better 
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objectives. Some work only to get [he good Lhings of l]mk life .tnd some use their 
woddly lift as means for benermcnr of the real life of hereafter. Son-.K simc rh-rir 
earnings; and others squander then-.. Kepugnfeing .ill these differences, the Quran 
affirms the pri ticipfe i■ I |usL reqmttal by Jcclannpr thar: 

Thers is n.LM^hr tc r ir.an -aur what be vrriv-Ri for. ffi. .VI-.I't 1 ! 

3 he Quran jilsn pnoclB I ms: 

Whomever desires the pe-Kjenr life, We hAwcn for him therein. >.v hor we will, fin 
such of Their, as We pleas: then We has: appointed Hell for him he shall burn 
therein condi'inncd acid rcjixti'd. And wluxtcxwr dr: ires the Hur: after and mrives 
for it as it should, lie ateiven for, and kv m S. bclioCr; ihcSi* are - the ones whose 
striving shall find, favour. 

Ars:l We do aid these as. well as rhpsft, <wir nf bnunry of thy i ord; and bounty 
of thy Ijird. is rwx huld back (from anyj. lie: how We hivu ir.aiLe same of them ro 
mod Others. And certainly the Hereafter is greater in ifegcees and genre: in excel - 
Icnce. [5. I7:ia-J2] 

In short, therefore, the Quran makes it dear that prinriplcs of just reqiiina] 
require ihar the wages of sin and virtue all be reckoned and paid no each accord¬ 
ing to the labor thac he puts in, Any egalitarian philosophy which destroys or 
even fails tu reco^nixe the qualitative different:** hetwiMn a |^iintL man and a 
knave, a lutd worker and a waster, is totally unacceptable to Islam. Tin. slogan 
of tIic equality of all men is put forward by its proponents as an alternative to 
the injustices and tyrannies of the few against The many. The answer provided 
by Islam does nut destroy thf radical diffeTKTiciss hatwefn right and wmn^, 
bet ween useful and useless, between good and bad, bee ween the productive and 
the barren, h docs not seek to establish social justice by steam-rolling all into a 
state of unmerited equality, Not does it accept the philosophical assumption 
undcrlyriK the theories i/if those why explain the phenomenon of human culture 
isi purely economic tetrns. The transfer of legal ownership of means of produc¬ 
tion to government instead of individuals does nor ipso facto establish the equal¬ 
ity Thar is scuighr, Fvrn in the governmenO-ownred farm or factory there is the 
trun Jj;cr wbtr commands and cjppresuea like the Owner I hill lie replaces. Human 
dignity and freedom are as effectively choked under the new arrangement as 
thry wrre under the old; perhaps They a re even moTe effectively and irretrievably 
lost, because the mrw master is inemher uf a vast bureaucracy infmircLy more 
powerful and power-drunk than the so-c ailed capitalist char he replaces. |?lam 
protects the individual nor on the basis of burred or class war, but in a manner 
mbiniicly surer, wiser and more human. 

Ac tins stage it might be useful to refer briefly to Islam’s attitude toward 
private property. We have already referred til the fact that L:i£ first addressee of 
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[lit Quran is-die individual He ti called upon iu achieve'•alv.a am .1:1 J ulti.ma.ii' 
fulfillment by living up to [Ik Terms of his covenant ^ j 1 1 ■ Allah mcspcctivr of 
[he performance of ocher members of the communiry; the way u- obtain Die me 
approval is primarily in rhe social field by performance of Ins social ohli^iEiems. 
Islamic individualism is irreconcilable with rhecollecriemn and moral rd.it A ty 
of socialise thought The disrincme characteristics rlur rhe concept 0I private 
property lias in an Islamic society must be understood in this conical. In M.im 
itu person has an absolute right to his property to use it as lie- will, eecepr i*t 
liops in the sense [fiat lie can use It for some purpose that haa been accepted .is 
lawful by the Quran, h is not the property w Inch is ; 1 LtM.lt the source oJ trouble 
bat iiis rhe misuse of the poverty w hich caa,v-, u:i happiness and unreal. kiiiT.ih 
is cited by the Quran ilS m classical vs .in pic lit one w lio -Misused ms wc.i th. ill- 
sill lay 111 1 ) his assertion tlral because he bad e Inini his wrulih lu: could me il 
as be wished; mud 2 ! in the wanton display of wealth. I he Prophet Ipr.i, * be 
upon hi 111,1 was extremely careful in supucessing ■■.uai.iuuusiie---. .ind vwiton 
display ill wealth. He OinstantLy warned the Loniniiusiily th.u wi.ilrh was one 
mrpnv .imongst other* whereby to w:n lines i.irel> in th< lit: nenvifrer ' I 
things rrr.iteil were fur use <0’ man n Ins vjairici a I piuirncy. 

1 hat Allah has created The good thing* of life fnr the me of mankind is a 
positive dui l.iTnTHin of the Quran 
Allah says: 

S.iy, Wlhti has 1«'hidden (unm yoiij the ,:■■■•.! rhing-. gran re-. I to \ l.i h rn I Ik 
servants,or raised .w healthy nnurUhnnMirs? ‘S. “.ill. 

The believers are exhorted to strive for earning rhcii livelihood; the Quran 
dec! .1 res. 


And when the prayer is fin-shed, iheu J spfrsc 1 ihc land -rj seek Allah's 
grace, and renuunhn Allah muck that you may prosper. .S. 62 :i 0 

But whereas Lht believers arc Called upon to law tolly earn what rhe. l.lii. 
they are simu tnrieuusly placed under . duly tu spend whin they have irmtl in 
TllC path OE Allah E.f. for that w hich is laudable, iLppnivecl nr [lemiirrthy ;Hk 
D ivine Bdu-k and rhe Holy Prophet. The hoarder, Ilf wealth have ken pnunisud 
rhe most severe punishment. The Quran declares: 

Woe to every ku k' titer, slanderer, who amasses wealth j;id counts it :.ni .inter 
tiarit- He thinks I hi! his wealth makes him immortal. Nay. ae shall he ci-.t into 
crushing punishment, IS l;94s2-fi.] 
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Ic if for This reason ih-ar we notice rhnt many of xhe companions of ihc 
sen fret or" Allah (pence hi* upon him) liiit no wealth worth mention in spite 0! 
cKl vjs-l ainuuiiL that came to liitif shaft as income or jin war htnjty. It is well 
known that during Umar bin Abdul Axil's reign rherc was a shirrtjgL not of thr 
bountiful but of thy needy, 

Islam’* way to MKiiiJ jusii ll is chi: i'.-,£ablishmrnt nf i brotherhood of (reliev¬ 
er*. [hereby destroying tyranny without destroying legitimate differences, fn 
this, brotherhood each individual is duty-bound to work for sdhupfsurt and tti 
help the other, even chough each one works for whatever he aspjres for. Islam 
recoini^es that ambition fm self development and udvancemenr, for progress 
and :lI ■._!l m.! n.. i ■. the jiumspurig, ul an individual '.v ctlurts. It puts these urges and 
ambitions into a constructive channel. It does not prevent a man from acquiring 
or enjoying [he just and lawful produce of his labor, bin insists that what is 
earned be spent in -a manner prescribed or approved by Allah. It makes the pos¬ 
itive command of murality to provide concent fm the social framework, which 
the essentially negative emmn and rd law seeks to protect. 

[c is part of Quranic justice that it does not permit the concentration of cap¬ 
ital or of wealth. It refutes to approve hoarding of wealrh. It promises a grievous 
chastisement for hoarders of gold and silver. It direct* us to look at the glorious 
examples rtf the compatiioii.s of tie Hilly Prophet who have eft in a brilliant 
trail to follow, Tabari for instance record* of the third Coliph Uthmati, declar¬ 
ing bo Lhc people who had gathered around him to depose him: 

T have naught blit TWO VHineb,. E have neither a pjar nor i she-camel and when 
[ .assumed ciffice [nf caliph] 1 h.ui. .lmssnjst ill the Arabs the largest number of the 
cimeb and guiis; and this day L have no goat nor Camel except two cimcls for 
performing f/iiji | pilgrimage | ifo you attxpl LkiS —and they said “By Allah it is 
so." 

It was a singular naisfottune of the tradition of Muslim law after the third 
century, that the right to acquire property came to he emphasixed much more 
than the obligation to spend one’s wealth according re? the priorities fixed by 
Allah, even though in the Quran there i* far greater eiciphaii* placed on spend¬ 
ing. The legal si tact ate of [slam cannot operate effectively independently of thr 
moral framework within which ir is found and an so far as law hecumtis am nr 
albed or seen larfoed ic loses hub of its mainspring ul cffccti vcucss. 
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The Islamic Resurgence: 
Prospects and Implications 

KF.VIAL A. KARL'KI 


THIi PLATFOH.VIOI- I III;. ISlJiMK: Ill il.iR.Cl- N'CH 

Whether the Islamic rcsurgenct expresses iredf through the subversive- and 
forceful methods chat are ofa'ii the only rcomrse under sHa.itorJups, > 
thr-entgh speeches, persuasion and ekauins m wini-drnuicrar il -.T.itr-- ami 
deiW.KTncies, IRS aims am' re ranrtnbly similar thmug hunt tin Muslim ■ rid. 

In fhe sphurL Hif |xjrvorul morality i in.i n ■■h|cn :■! alien!ion is I he l■ jn nu 
EM(.;itni:i. i . 1 -illJ.iu. Censorship Li udvoL.'.lud anyth!llg thought Lit be incwnsLi 

(oil with Islamic morality in films, television, books and magaz ncs. In educti" 
rion, courses on “ Islamic*" and Islamic h sron ^articular . ih ■ early p- ri", ni 
chc Prophet and the Orthodox Caliphate) receive greater stress lor teach ng 
mn^, fvep .17 the higher kick 11 1 v|>s."i,-uli xecL i diLi-anu-. ( ■ • in hen lines 

rise target ill attack and errion r l ;...ir. l 1111n n: :lw wst-s :n in iked liivtimr 11 ns it 
tli l hij^hcr levels la i:msLcd ij|jiiil. SicjrIc Muslim euimnunities :i Western 
biuiiuits with compulsory education have waged l .1:110.1 igio lor "'ciagLt'&cjt 
school* within the state educational systems besides providing ":i ,* pthate basis 
''Sunday school'* Isiamic instruction for the if children. In social natters there 
have been moves to make vtxwnen\ tires* conform m .i head covering and ., 
shapeless outer-garment Iron' head to fool. Hut so f.ir chr ri fi.is luv n ■ irK irini 
tmul iippukitiun to women working In hgiilitig, Lriinc. ihcrc -iavi Iwni in- ac 
moots lu (tsroic the MJ-L.Tiled ifhttnd pn'ir-- i iTu-tiIs .-aid making pstftkihible mat- 
[ers which arc dealt w iiI t lightly or not at all n Western penal c- iJls. 1 mintr > s 
where traditional Islamic criminal law is in force are cum pared I.t< ■ T . wul- 
rni . 1 rising crimi.' races n other conntries—Muslim and mm-M islim In terms 
ill eninomicSr rhe mam thrust ol the Isl.imiL platform ha-. :v.i -i to Jinuntl the 
,1'V.i! i I i i iri of nba {bunking mLCrCil.. the mL roduCI ion ol c.ii jl a nd nil's ieli" 

gious taxes) and ihe fcnitiation oicommercial companies, along ''Islam c" lines. 

Where political and conscirutLon.il at pc at are concerned, .is long .w .n 
Id untie movement is in the opposition, 1 C Stairs Thar rhe future oiniTn'r rm will 
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be based oti line Quran and Sunna and That the shariah shall prevail. Jr usually 
cake? as its ideal dun 1 *? states sue up by the first three Muslim generations. The 
paradox hr it is ih.it while 11 11 : main theme id Isliimic iTppusitmn rnuvrmerits In OS 
been lIiul a change in the political system is Lhe cssemuj] precursor fc>r ushering 
in an Islamic order fin person-al and social morality, economic affairs. etL.J, rhe 
fact remains that then; is considerable vagueness as to whar precisely this 
Islamic political ,rrn atari: should he: does it imply mere toleration or QUtlighr 
rejection of democracy? What is die relationship beLwceu its ditfutinit bra tubes 
(it" rhey ate to be differentiated st all!' such an die executive, indicia I, arid the 
assemblies? Are ns .assemblies merely consultative? Are rhey empowered to 
"inflict?’ laws nt mrnfly ’’ntttrpnet ' laws? Arc they suhintt to some higher judi¬ 
cial, «x«Liitive, ecelsuistical, ot other authority? 

In Lhc cases where avowedly Islamic regimes have obrained power during the 
current wave ot" Islamic resurgence, the process was not rhrough a ballot box, 
Given the nature of things perhaps It could not have been, however widespread 
the support rhey finjnyid. CoitWrjsiSntly, iike the nth«r avjitiet.s., the pnlihco-ron- 
stitutional aspects of new Islamic regimes have been uriJiilding. after lhc event. 
The two major eases are kakistan !J977) and [ran 11979). 

ISLAMIC RESIJRGF.NCE IN IRAN" 

The Iranian Revolution which began in 1979 marks the most sprcraculat exam¬ 
ple of what is popularly thought of as the Islamic resurgence. Suddenly the pen¬ 
dulum swung from one untremr of a Western mug Shall to a champion of 
uncompromising Islantination, Lhc Ayatullah Khomeini. The institutions, of the 
monarchy d since-graced—the ruling class, The imposing -armed forces built up 
over Three decades, rhe secret oolice, the Western imm! edimrinn.nl insritaitnmS, 
a ill much nf (he new class of technocrats manning Lac intrUStciiCLiLre of a rap¬ 
idly industrializing stare. 

What gave these events greater importance iti international Terms was their 
effect on Iran's 'liWflntiiil oil pvpints to the revt iif the world arid Lhc possibility 
nf matters spilling over to lhc even rnOrf viial oil-CxpOUing regions Oil the ocher 
side of the Gulf. Moreover, Iran occupies, a position of considerable strategic 
significance in the global struggle between Russia and the West. Then for a long 
ptru.nl the LJ.Ii. hijstajpe tirisi'. made Iran a major iKrra itl Western ISCWS media, 
But Iran's significance with regaid to the Islamic resurgence continue? una¬ 
bated In the early phase of the revolution, it united together all ansi Shah forces 
and there was in particular an alliance hetwetn the clergy and Islamic modern¬ 
ises; the latter derived a grcuL deal of their ideological inspiration from Dr, Ah 
S-hpriati. However, »s events unfolded fluting power moved almost unatly 
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in to the hands of rh« clergy, Fur tins Khomeini has been largely responsible .is 
[he initiator but th( pressure ■ :! rht - .inn isr l l< ri 1 .\ on Khomeini hn: i-.it If .'mil , I 
riot he discounted. 

The importance of revolutionary Iran iniasc be assessed, however, m light of 
die fact that internal developments remain in a sure of flLi.s. Changes of ubviaiii 
external symbols Took place rh regard ro women's dress and rhe banning <r 
liquor, night clubs and puTtitigTaphy and, .myrbmj; in rhi* media which [m r - 
rrnyed the permisvivCnCSS uf ihe contemporary l'SC. Sc sere punishment-. w : "i 
summarily meted oul to those found violating these sew rules, bu: it wxs :■■, no 
means dear ro wfiat eitrenc these practices of the past had ceased or merely been 
driven underground. A number of rhese measures have also been adopted bv 
ocher Muslim st.itcs mi deference to the new Islamic mood, W h it makes rheir 
genuine success or failure in Iran peculiarly crim'd ■ % rhe isn th.iT -rs gi vent- 
rnenr, parliament .me! iJniimsTr.Ttion .itc now Jon 1 met v hy the hi ,:r i . i ?»>• 
itself bended by a rn.iri with tremendous mass-appeal and support. Failure in 
[ran raiinot be dismissed 1111 grounds ihat the government is.is not "realK 
Islamic ' nr nor composed of men of Iirelong. religious n 1 ling ,iml cunviciiu 1 

Tire Irani, a 11 revolution has nor ineopted co deny rhc importance of iivdiii- 
rrializaiion or the importance of oil exporrs «i irs economic well-being. 1 'he 
extent co which certain departures frrun tTadiTkmal snciecy are ine- table con- 
conn iratits (if industrialir-ation ind techno! ngicd drve loprncnr rem.imc unan¬ 
swered. Quest)nnt concerning women sti I ,w.i:t .Vliiiirr clnnc.il responses Ih. 
Same uncertainty hangs Over the qiutslion ol tidjcatiiiri. Only mod lj! i i.f cngi 
nee-ring faculties remain open in Iran: an u 11:1 Cecilies. AJict the purge ..[ ihe 
Human iries teaching scarf is com pieced, the ideologically approved curricula, 
capable of coexisting with the attitude of mind foarered land required, 1 by the 
purely scientific subjects, hjsc to be developed, It is j dilemma sen mm Ur r> 
eh.ir existing in The Soviet Uninn, 

Annthtr iiiinnswirred question is the extent to which chi' rlrrgy really 
approve of 'his aetivi-il role which SuinC of ihcm have Undertaken, \laay of 
them believed ihat rheir function was co supervise, not admin slct, a te input a I 
government, performing and regulating essential duties presen "ed hy rhe 
idb until rhe corning of the I welfth Imam who had gone into occult-aricr, in 
the ninth L'HjnTiiry. (Jum, riic rheological Capital, w.vs jo he ihe curscii'ri.e ol 
Iran and watchman over LJil ttirr.por.il govern mint .-.r Feheran hi:: uncOiitaini 
naccd by* its worldly influences and atmosphere. 

The ocher school of clerical thought 1 from the Lurn of this ccniuty main- 
rained. however, rhaT rhe duty to tight oppression could nor be 1 1 doubt or held 
in abeyance pending The 1 welfrh larsm. Indeed h-e would surely require it of 
thorn. Matters Te.3L-hi.d a Crisis m ihr Persian Rovoli:tmn nf I 'MS .-.nc rhc ( on 
stiturion of that rime. This constitution pro’, Idcd inter aha fat a committee uf 
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flVC theologians TO ensure I bat legislation dul riot CuulIrLi t.v 1 1h Jsln-n. I his issue 
of activist participation versus supervision from a distaatcc is by mi me .ins 
resolved nnj indeed remains m The shadow* only ,is long ns Khomeini himself 
is there with lii-, overwhelming f«:r.-,£>nallty arid support. 

Thes rate of il u?l in Iran makes even is rough estimate of the pnstvih-le di reci-ion 
of events extremely hazardous. New institutions have evolved such ..is the 
Islamic Kfiolnrionary Chiantis Fasdantn), a popular volunteer force 

which is to mimbei twenty nulhuit; a Reconstruction Rf untie Qfivd-iSazfiH- 
clttjfii lot 1 building Small wCIJ-ire projects, ^Cunifitfri, local municipal bodies tip^r- 
ating from mosques for local administration and internal security:, arid a new 
Bureau of Political-Ideological Affairs within the Army. Each province and 
nr^.iiii:.viriiin his n representative of Khomeini reporting directly to him The 
iniiLUL-, for Friday PrJycrs itijinf.iiri JirCCI cmitrul Over tlie putiple; .it these giith- 
cistigs major policies arc announced and issucs-diseusscd. In place of disbanded 
nr ad? unions,, industrial workers are now governed by an elected council {tuajSis- 
i shttra} nf ench facto ry'v workers and .in Islamic society tor 

ideolojfital orientalion. 

All of these aie. of course, licid together a? the moment by the supreme 
authority of Khomeini, Thereafter, it would appear chat much veil I depend on 
whether rhe succession provisions of the new- constitution are followed and 
prove wiirkahle. This constitution rests cm a vubstruciu re of what at first sight 
appears to be a typical contemporary document—a president, a prime minister, 
and a maiiis or parliament—all of them popularly elected or chosen, directly or 
indirectly. 

$upermi|jtKii!d On this, hiiivevB?, is :« Council for the PiuteCt lOra of the Cuir 
scii orient (CPC) which in turn is snbrcci ro the (aqitt, the final expounder of reli¬ 
gious law, who is the Ayatullah Khomeini for The newofhis life- I His pifaywf 
j fatjth 'leadership by rht* f.nyh.1 will thereafter devolve upon One, three, or live 
people chosen by an elected! Council of Experts to funit a council ol Icadciship 
intended to be composed exclusively of the clergy. It remains to be sce-n whether 
these succession provisions for the supreme office of vHayot^facfib l«d to vta- 
biliry .it the nip, At what is even constitutionally, at beta, LliC second level, 
namely, the oftee of President, matters certainly cannot be said to have pro¬ 
ceeded smoothly as witnessed by the case of The first President of the new 
Kl.imir Republic. Abu-1lasan Banj-Sadr w s i? popularly elected (with Khomeini's 
approval1 at the time when a snore plural society, in political terms, was in 
existerce. 

I he question must arise- or this, stage ns to whether the Iranian version of 
Islamic resurgence now in lull control of the appatmus of the stare has snffi- 
cieitily establ shed itself. Some of the factors which led to the Revolution haw 
l seen eliminartid: :hr sharp "lass diirinixions with .1 wealthy privileged idling 
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class and the SIjLjn( asfxC I > uf WestcrrcixatLuri which offended Muslim ivnr.il 
and social values. The higher tanks in cbc army .inu the civil jJmiifciiirjtmn i>- 
moriatchist times have been removed. A new younger generation has take® iiv 
place alongside the clergy with ns seventy-odd ayacullahs ,ir the tup. n part 

directly involved in the new order and partly vise ■ I miibfl lence from behind 
the ■*cereS. TIil‘ new iiiitif.ltboniS described above Art ’till in (hr it carl'. form. nivr 
stages And Theii relations ttlM sa in rhe new power structure ate far from 
scaled. 

Of rhe possible reavnns fur the government to I'i.rer, the hrv- nn corner to 
min-d is the succession pri ivmons for vrSiiyai • w th its ocern tel ruing ■iy- 

rentranon uc power. F.vin mrtre basic is the UnrrStilvc J deb ice within the td.Liun 
hudy as a whole JS to whether Ins clerical activism Utd direct iiSnmptiuti of 
temporal power is the proper religious role tor the guardians t>l sb.m-jf Thii 
may not become an acute problem as long as Iran's menial economic siTta.iii m 
does not assume crisis dimensions. However, there is a severe shortfall in indus¬ 
trial prod net itm with high unemploymenT mi) shortages nf even smne e«en- 
tials. It is by no means as ml red rh.it rhe problems i if ihe drop in in pri idiucrion 
mu) sales of even the greatly rrdiii'L'd our;>nr h ive her-i avritonir. I hr mil •:i.■ 
lubes of ihc new cducal ionil System arc Mill u-h.Il.it is tlir degree Eo which 
they will cstahliih lasting. Conviction wilh die youLh. particularly trios* in the 
big cities and. those who inescapably will be exposed to w l-..i? o going on ta the 
chits idc world. 

(iivfi these dangers, real and potential, in rJu* post-KhomeLm r t.i. ihe- iinme- 
dtPT-e and instinctive reaction of Those in power mav well lie ru nsiiv,' r, .111 ei “t- 
incrensinj; .nithomnnan form of rule. I III - sikvi is:,,-i irnwrlt may entlly hn rsi 
through the fragile constitutional rules .lmlI rhe new institniinri-. hriHighc into 
play m.iy final themselves in a struggle based u::i sheer force l.urhiilp; 1:1 lav 
background are the still long unresolved ciucscions of linguistic ethnic ni:i«ri 
Ties and their demands tor regional auitmcuny, 

I here is a tendency to minimum rheve difficulties and dangers, he evmg rh-n 
culls for self-denial and even greater austerity c.hs .jlwayv circumvent prei# ng 
tLorionjo: difficulties. Similarly, the martyr-psyche, deeply ni: hr Jo id ‘.mil;- h.ir 
beta iii the Shiite oadook, is also- bruugliL iitto tlte ioluI piLture js deiiumstrating 
That when people arc ready, even anxious, to die for a cause, ihev «mI. 1 pn-Le 
irresistible as they did against the powerful army of the bfloh f here are hmus, 
however, to rhe extent ro which this can hr iisitI i he ]apin«e JtjniiiitiTic and 
army wiLlmgn ns-, tu sacrifice nil fur the Stmi'divint F.mjjtimT of Japan .ilciirutdy 
wai overcome by the logic of Allied loice m die 1941-45 war. 

Thus events in Iran as a pointer to the long-rerm significance of a resuigenr 
Islamic movement must r.d necessity remain uncertain to 1 high degree- II it 
succeeds, its influence is likely ro spill liver to an e- v. icLming circle of Mil, hi. 
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StitCi, Sun ii i av- well av SIiiiIC, giving mi biOriniKis acntietKMl nf prestige and 
potential power co traditional clerical and nco-tradiiiutcjl Mamie inoveiii-ii-w 
On cJic other hand, if The pevseert version of Islamic resurgence in Inin I ails nr 
■even undergoes n hmg period. of virtual anarchy, The ulairfl il politics 21 I he 
very least are likely to suffer a grave setback in the restin' The Muslin world. 

I.S1.AM1C RESURGENCE IN FQWn.H. IN PAKISTAN 

IsljEriK' motivation Or justification was a-JI inherent part of che movement for 
Pakistan. After the establishment of the scare lii August 1947 came thk ouiuplejc 
and controversial cask of giving this expression 

With hue a few exceptions, unril rlu: 1970s implement-ndon of cbf L949 
Objectives Resolution was held in abeyance pending the snlurion nf rhe overall 
constitutional issues in which the a i tec nut ion of civil and military rule and rein- 
cions between the Eastern and Western wings of che country became predomi¬ 
nant. fn the aftermath of the IV7f secession of the Eastern wing (Bangladesh), 
reTiuwKd non ofhn.il primary way given to ther fiiyttring. of Islamic SHItriiment to 
counter provincialism and protect chc flickering name ni Pakistan sentiment. 
Tlic new Pakistan, released from a Southeast Asian role with the severance of 
its Eastern wing, saw itself more as part of the Muslim Middlr East. In the ISTO 
Consriiution (Article Jl!«thc teaching of Arabic was incorporated for the first 
time acid Pakistan played host fn the 1 974 Is Ian 1 il' Summit at lahore. Radically, 
however, the main emphasis of Z. A. bhuLto's People's Party government was 
concentrated on rhe socialist rather than the Islamic part of its manifesto under 
Bhutto's highly personalized form of government, Nevertheless an Islamic- 
resLitgLiLLC slowly gathered forge during -hi 70k. A coalition of religious ant 
political patties united under Islam in opposition to Bhutto’s role. The govern¬ 
ment attempted to defuse and deflect from this Nizam- (Islamic System) 
movement in 197P-77 hy introducing prohibition, banning biiTse-mci ng and 
declaring the Ahmadiyya cummuniry a nOrt-Muslim minority, but the alliance 
os all opposition parties (united in their charges of official rigging of the general 
■elections) eventually wrought matters to such a pass that in early ]V77 the Army 
wav galled in »y The gijveTn rm;nT. Inevitably 0*1 |v!ly 5, IflT? these same Armed 
Fortes rhemsdves rook ovei declaring martial law. The strong personal Muslim 
sentiment of the new army ruler General Zia ul-Haq was significantly rcspnu 
>ihIc fur the widespread Islamiraicioti process inifmeed subsequently Inii, in any 
ease, irrespective of personalities this mew wave of Islamic resurgence would 
probably have made Islamization politically necessary for any government. 

Compared with the pyrotechnics in tTm-j. with its violent assault CM5 the O-ld 
order and anything sagge^Llve of Westernism, Islamic resurgence in Pakistan by 
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contrast is regarded, depending on one’s point of view, 4 * moderate, cvidu’ 11 in* 
nry, anaemic. or Superficial and prsitc:rii l 1 uE entrenched pnt lege. Ir in a hr 
much less clerical ai the- top. However, ihc prior iellueiKr of Pahiemn on (hr 
Islamic resurgence intern-arionaily should not he underestimated. First, the wr 1 
ings of Muhammad Iqbal, particularly hi-* emotional, activist Per- an-lang.iagc 
poetry played a signjfjeanr part in rhe ideological c>intent of re'olLmonary Iran 
with respect tn Di. ALi Sh-areni and hi-, followers. !>LiMnd, Pakistan h.v- i.iij .1 
miiTf than merely formal two way religious and Ciillur,il relationship; wit I; M :• 
Inn countries- as diveese as Saudi Arabia. Algeria, Turkey, and ban. Thus it 
attempts to blend Islamizajion with the existing km^-established nfrastruc-iUTi- 
and momentum of a modern state have made its current efforts the obii-ci - it 
close interest by other Mu-dun governments and moveiwsirs, h-evcnheles-,, in 
important respects ITS current phase of ■'.brniiinun i* -.ill! .1 h<;.u r i It tenta¬ 
tive and his sti 11 ru come to grip;*. with sume li: uvmd.ilr r issi:i- , - 1 

Moribund. IJunnc institutions have lu.-t.-ii activated and new ones have pro 
life-rated. For t-jt.u np Ic, ill Llir L'T'sZt onstitution an Advisory L nuiicil ■ Islamic 
Ideology (ACll) was created of nor inoec than 12 persons knowledgsibk in 
Islamic and contemporary nutters to .1 Js be and goe aurhontv n, 1 -. Mamie 
reccutimendaiL-ons im pie men red hy government Ike reaem ati«n of rhe t nunai 
of Islamic Ideology in July 1 M" v,w changes m irs comp,*union until ihhhm 
ditional and moderwsT elemcnr* were virtually exrkiiLi'd !r has;. .msI ..ri s -.*.1 
dally traditional, cotiservative role in ihe blnqinukin ptveen, timidly nereis* 
trig pseudo ijitbjd in J peripheral la.sliion where un ivn liable. 1 1 ioi.Iiii . 1 - - is 
ijithad. 

New insrinitions were set up uich a* d.u kjA 1 courts coin pused uf ndges w cl- 
common law' training and traditions w irh the traditional uluma *• advirei * The 
relationship of these sfwrwh courts w rh the exist ng common law judiciary and 
its I'onrrs was subjecr ro rvi living ch.inire. I he lull effects of dirt isp.i rii'.wn: 
have still in wCuk themselves Out. Hill the L re.rion ol twn sefhir.nre i idis i.il sy ■> 
Lemi could lead to the notion that the Supreme aikl Provincial High ( OllftS 
were “tioa-ihariiih " and Therefore "'im-lslaiviic ' me that mu ! mjdnts.r-tra.ined 
aadis flslainically educated judges! replaced ' ihm-l- colonial ' 1 rained judges, a 
truly Islamic legal system could mxhr effective 

A .5 sr'-xu.'iTf Islamic iimvi-rsirv was. set up alter .i remfi£>ri _ y experimr-ni ui(h 
a S-hiiTidl? famslty wirhin ihe existing l.ruversity ar -, amjb.LiJ. I Mim/aniTi is 
conceived of as a total process, the question mighi well arise, sooner ui later. 
of the legitimacy of rhe existing "’secular" university system. Ministi e-—of 
religious affairs, education, information. rkaiice, economic affairs, law. tn- — 
became involved in t.ie prueess of Islam k.if ion and various -.111 n m 11 [ ■.-■: from 
diftLiCuI disciplines and prultSMLnii were kinaiid An sljLiorjIe .-.ii.jJ adi lit 
tration was created from a central apex down to the village Ic.eJ, The snbse- 
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siijfijt nppu luted majlix-i-xhura nr Federal Advivnry t. ■muil iI ii|*i> ¥ff up its own 
Eslamization committee. 

In the realm of law a setles of enactments were announced by Zia ul Hnq 
and tame into force an the Prophet’* tiirThds>\ February 10, 1979. They related 
to tilt hjJii ulfcnsex nf classical Ularr.it criminal llnw tngrther with siimr enher 
enact men ls designed co eliminate interest frirfwj from certain state limncli-jg and 
invesTiiwiii corporations, and sortie a.meifcdments to existing criminal law. 

7.akat ialrn* tax.lli.is reccivenJ rhe fid lest mpr-tssiori. An e la rwrire mechanism 
•was dieviwd 1« Cnlkct aid (listnbuitt *akiU. 1 he cullectiun ■ if eatjr while (Tying 
to keep within the classical framework nevertheless was also applied by a fimn 
of orti pliers I pseudo-i/fifW to such latter-day innovations as Time deposit bank 
accounts and state savings certificates of different kind; I Ns introduced a new 
precedent mtO taxation aisd hanking practice uf permit! injr the state to deduct 
iuktH directly from accounts held in the nationalized banking system. 

On riba, Zia ul-Huq pledged ro eliminate all forms of "the curse of Interest," 
bur there was no attempt to examine any fuitlheT the meaning of rj'fw. Within 
this predetermined fran-rwriTk die (imr.rii nf Islamic Ideology w:rh attached 
jsl'jwu and mull : discipline Committees u! bankers, financiers, ecu no mists aiul 
bureaucrats deliberated. Although weiting in bis personal capacity as one 
ardently com mitred rather than as the head of the Largest nationalized bank 
iFinhih fl-ark I.imiced), Ahdiil [.ihhar Khan gjivt* an 'ns ^hi mm the philosophy 
behind the iibivi.il anti riba measures in an article puhkvhed in vjtiuus news 
papers in February 1952. in which he asserted at the outset: '"Interest-!roe bank¬ 
ing should not be taken to mean that banks-finanrial institutions would neither 
pay #ny return on rkeir deposit* nor get a-ny income from meir loans etc,’ I Ip 
went cm tn lilt four 'alternatives to interest,’' a rtii'jrift them: JJ “mark -up Or 
ttiHta-iHifta” in which on a sal-c an Immediate ot deterred, lump sunt or distalI- 
ment ''margin of profit" would be mutually agreed between the buyer and seller 
us included in the sale pntei and, 2,1 “profit md Ins* sharing m rmatxiTska " :n 
which there would be a "tetri parary partnership between the bank and a patty 
with the ratio of distribution of net prol t agreed upon in advance and with the 
loss to be “shared strictly in The ratio of funds dep oyed in the business." Tn 
ihewt, ornerv have! Mien iar«r addd such j»v mitdaraha 'profit-sharing,! 
companies. 

How far this is in conformity with the classical Islamic understanding. of a 
rifia tree transaction is an interesting question. E he charge Hjs been made that 
to ban the word "interest'" from all discussion and use instead “profit" and. 
"rnark-up," particularly when these are agreed to in advance, in more a nutter 
t£ semantics than a basic change in principles. Nor does Lice esc of the word 
"partnership' alter whit is in effect, in some cases, a "principal and n^t-nt" 
relationship-. 
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In any case, _i Profit arid Loss Slunng IFL$} Scheme wai Launched hv all :hi 
nationalized ">.i-i k'- m ion |j ll l .i 11 l: 1 ■-■*. it I- :ln. emi'irg n:u.ie,<-bearing fixed and 
savings account By rhe end of 19X1, after onr yearni > ipi-r.it-n. 1 1- 1 - cqun-aInn 
of .ihii.iT fii'i’J null ion had in lived nr been moved into PLSj irpmcnt ug nearly 
12 percent id the mul savings and fixed ■‘term deposits in rhe courytry, While 
in ten-si on savmgs accounts, was 7A perCCul p..i. ihc |j:■ rlii-> under 1*1 .h- di-i laird 
by banks varied between 8 j$ and 9 percent, cl- nark, j.hly cIi-m in lv.cIi u her and 
curiously enough just that much higher above normal s.n ngx accutuiti n 
attract confidence in The profit .isjwct of an .ivtmediv profir- or lo«-s haring 
srlnvne. A significant propi i re ion or the IMS xeuns vt r re or rmuivm -ii 
trolls: Or Stale Lorpiiralinni vvhn v. ire " pL.rMJatii.-d' m mini - r I: l-vl- -.urn, frinn 
bleed o.epOs its, etc. A crucial stage will be reached as banks ha ye io really per 
sctidc private coni panics and indiv duals to move their deposits to ihc I'l S 
scheme. Here profits can no longer be safely arranged a- n bank dealings wkli 
monopolistic State corporations, and the risk of Iota Then become* is real a 
possibility to contemplate a* rhe expecr.inmi of profit I Hey nsi . ire jlhisor.iii'd 
by the f.N'c th.it chert were in r.nrlj lomt 1 osci of del.miss m kink 

loa ns before the CAuiti with j further 11 ,(luu due im hi. filled il burnuwen 
ru rciLLh acccpi able -ind seen rod repayment schedule .irr.mgeiri-Tts ‘x:ih tin- 
lending bunks. 

Mqny of the problems connected w:th the PI L scheme were w: out hv m e 
writer (Sulran Ahmed, ‘"Profit nnd I iv* Sh.ir ig ichenu' rfi- Ke.il Perils peh- 
lishdd in riuir'n, Kxnwclii, M.irch il, 19A2J which expressed difficulties above 
distinguishing between (forbidden/ interest*berxnnC arrjrigi'rnrnrv arid 'permis¬ 
sible! ,L gLiaraci teed p:n i!-- in .1 prr- ale Saudi investment 1 i I' ni. .ru Irrld 
izet factory witli a guaranteed profit of 20 pciCL-nt and .1 Pikisuni company 
publishing copies of the Holy Quran v, iih . 1 1 xcc 20 percent "profit" 10 its lend¬ 
ers. I He article concluded by urging ".in ecu mimic approach which shout'd do- 
L-nurige experts from bring sediir^ j hv Arabic names ml emph •■.ion . rh.iT 
‘"what matters jtk the renl tonrenv. nnd market practices in .1 vyucm and nm 
the labels ulone il the PLS scheme it to hivinne ;i genuine third wj;, . 

Finally, mention should be iiisJe of the limited ordinances w hie h ,ci nui -i 
modern statutory fashion laws 10 give effect 10 most of ihe Iteuiif fQurankally 
prescribed penalties) reference'; set out in the Quran and h id n lircfainre a- 
1 rn 1 Irnctonrl in dnssical rimev, before rh-r clnsinp ni rhegiteril I hr Otd 

riasiCCi also Lanir into effect on February 10 , 1 V i. Ihe or.-.m.mtTS den It -villi 
tlieft istruja}. jdulLcry 1 ,\-m j,. false accusation of .kLuIiu ■■ .;-uihi! and drinVirg 
of intoxicants fslrurb al-kk,Jt*ir). By Ordinance No. VI of jrheft "liable to 
hsdti' is to be punished by amputatiitHi of rhe ighr hand "from rhe join: ni the 
wrist' i.fnrrhe first ufhrnse.i, by amputation of the left fimt up to nr anxle Im 
[)i£ SCCOnd. such c>flc:nsir.l ami hy mi|jn vmmen: fin h;e I fur the third ■ r rrioii- 
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<jfft!]i,-.cvl. Amfiiii.ncisjn is tcj he carried mu ’'by an audiorized medical officer." 
HowCvCt ..iLlioupl: wl L over ill ret yeuTS have cLfiscil vrnrc rhis ^,inm; into furcc, 

ao such punishments have been carded enu although com icrui-ii have 
continued,, 

Samil,Triy with adultery (zmaj, Ordinance Vl| prescribes stoning to elf arli at 
a. |juliliL plact for the injrriciJ rn.m or Hurried woiunn guilty of this offense, In 
this- cii^c a difference of opinion hat persisted as toihe permissibility of stming 
which is not mentioned in rhe Quran but derives its authority f rom haditb I it - 
enature references which are imputed hy many. This hat been the subject of a 
■ pLci.i k x inn miinOh hy experr Evidence hiffiirK rht shariah emur. 

]jL L Ii lsl' und culiCr malLCrs ,i fujti]3i.Lbk I >a_ k b:.,p. uf cases bus liuilt up in the 
Federal Shariat Court, partly explained by defects in the existing {common-law 
based! 1 Evidence Act m determining guilt according to classical Islamic criteria.. 
Meanwhile revismn.i wktk hieing drafted to bring the evidence law in line with 
classical Islam ie pruViiiorii by the Council of Islamic IdctiLupjy. J he i.ltuvam 
outcome it far from deal while the httdtid ordinances continue to remain unim- 
plemenred Modernist Islamic shariah understanding would call foj a more 
%i«ikii: ijiihad on .ill these matters, bur cliis it beyond the framework of the pres¬ 
ent lalamitation process. Vet another matter on which this process has cum* up 
against two diverging views is the position of women, nheir I,Link rights and 
their nght to work. Here the attempts by traditionalists to change the status 
t|«u Lis generated in reply a movement for the protection of women’s rights. 

The tiirrcnf EsIamiiatirtri prucesc in Pakistan has hren the result of much 
genuine pushing and prodding by Zia ul-Haq aud his associates but ii has been 
within rhe limitations of reliance on the traditionalist. One extreme conserva- 
cive reicTin; tn this might be a demand for greater ulimn partixlparinn even 
cuitLrul Over tliC IsLjiniirJtion process. On the Other hand, I lie logic ul the 
unfolding situation might bring the reformist (aiigarbt spirit out of its tempo¬ 
rary eclipse far sooner than anticipated. 

At siime point if ivntild seem anevirah e th.it iitihuti i.reinterprerntion) at a 
more fundamental level of Islamic exegesis will be required. This is a task 
unlikely ro be undertaken by appointees of a regime lacking, a popular mandate, 
t'he authentic basis for understanding The shariah, in p^rtridar in the Sunni, 
Manati version which predinnmatE', in Paid-.ran,, is the consensu-. u: tbe COIkl - 
pctcitt as accepted by the consensus (ijtnai of ihc community. Only after com¬ 
munity acceptance :s i/ma legally complete, Even rhe acceptance rjf ipi.hvidi.ials 
as competent musr relate back ro the eimmiimry’s approval directly or indi¬ 
rectly and, indeed, tbn has been tbe basis on which 1 he founders and ear.y juriSTE 
of rhe different schools won acceptance and by which their vi«ws prevailed over 
crther?. (,jiftire drinking is in early cxAmplle uf how the verdict oi 1 lie leaiiicd 
prohibiting Ils use rejected by tbe community, thereby upholding the per- 
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mi Mobility uf Coffee drinking. TSiC umL’ process Call hr ubsLTvcd with rea.cd to 
The use of (HuLiy scientific '‘innus'aTions" dumig chit- t--itui> inch as In-iiLlspL-ak 1 
ers for reciting rhe Quran. A mechanism for effective su.jrMJt u ider-Aandi n i- 
essentially part of chi* problem of cr m-ii 'nm-: n i • n 1.1lung. I he necesviry relation* 
$h in between till! competent and the Community in goner 1 svn ilil vevni rn imply 
a consticatiuil, inevitably democratic in ls set'll ials. 

This is part ol a large: question of the kind i>i Islami l >1 i iil nI ■ ■ r■.L l-■ svith:11 
which a resurgent Islam has ro express itself, ft is clearly already an issue m 
paramount intporconce in Iran .no | J nbsfam rhe rs\■ -sr.arr^. we hue |ust c<ms -I 
KTed where Islamic resurgence is uriw in :xiwer. I he prospect* Inr ■, i Mamie 
| j I it i: - ; l I JryStrm may well depend upon ;ht' lung range implication) nE currmt 
Islamic resurgence. li: ligll id W lial I ■ uair Lady been considered ind in ike CChi* 
text of die record of Islamic history itself, ehe pr-■‘■lACca feu a v able, enduring 
Islamic political order within the bonnoarics n-l the etisti Si.ites requi-c 
examination. 


THE PROSPEC1 S FOK AS ISLAMIC! POLI I KJAL. t>RIJ] R TODAY 

E : irsT, the case of Libya, The system e\hrh g in I ihy.i today o the wor, of the 
Libyan leader, Colonel Muarrmar Qaddali, jnc > high'v suhverive in quality 
Admirable as the insistence on the Quran \ supremacy may hi. rhr I’so usinti • i 
haciith and the corpus of klimih law hv his C ■ r,*-,- I , i ftouA makr h ■ LoncluM mis 
arbitrary, even erratic, and Certainly difficult, il not impossible, to rchili 1 to the 
rest of (he Mudim world or provide a system-. i-ik h.o. Ini Q.iod.il- s successor. 
Second, in Saudi Arabia, the nature of the Idanhali-At alihabi dncn ine-, makes 
ir difficult to conceive of them being gw-e wider application or sof\ ilip: as a pro¬ 
cotype for other Muslim scares. 1 he nl.im.i ,imj rhe reaipn-.il arrhomi 1 f rhe 
immediate descenclantt of King Ahil al-Arir have not : :-,i in .i unrheti* ■ I 
Otltluok hat run parallel ir. harness. From Abd a I A*:* h. ’S-liilI through three ill 
his sons including the present king, rHe suceession mechanism has fuAfrinscd 
smoothly, but whnhei in the probings tow ard an ''Islamic l\.iimi t.ii ■■ i- e n- ... 
Tsey' 1 some lessor* can be learned by others engaged m the task of ending an 
Mamie poliTKal order for today—chis question is still far too nebulous tn he 
considered here. Fvrn such limited jxipLil.tr [Mtncip.rrion would seem tr: need 
rhe growlh of supporting institutions. ,uch ns ftredrnn of expression and asSa'.i 
cincion, in an evolutionary inamiei This :ru>- well be indispensable for an 
ordered curing of any causes for discontent that might exist whether in cco- 
iiuiriic nutters or in reconciling strong IsJamic convictions with sctujI practice 
a.t different levels. Here it in ;i question of masterly timing anti nvri ding the 
opposing risks of too much iou soon or too little tuu lauj. 
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Third, in lTnn r the pernt«ssibiiILty of corni truing iftiked has had -a doctrinal 

h:L-.i hi.vtun cully wilhunL nitLTruptnjr, jud 1 1it whic:h rh« nic\H oecorncs ilTCri'lS- 

itiS.lv J|jporLsi[ elsewhere with renewed insistence. Ry &hli theory rhis is a Task 
tor xhe ttutjtahids {one who exercises ijtihad} of The age alone. The question 
arises as tn whether rhe succession provisions of The new Constitution will stand 
up to the great Lust uf rhe immediate post-Khomeini era for ascertaining the 
riut L'onsLnsus ol the rvnfldhuiii or higher clergy of rhe :ig«. Thu it : ,1 1 rtn trlv c 
organisation has also to he reeotncikd with the democratic election provision* 
of the new Constitution and the possible conflict of authority that this may give 
rise to, 

Furthermore an enduring equation hutwren cenrral and regional reqtiire- 
munits has yet to he worked emit. A unitary solution is nut mitre vi iuknh r nr 
feasible within Trait today than it has been hi past Muslim (harfuding Iranian: 
history. There is The Farsi or Persian-speaking majority and there ate the Ihi- 
guiiTic-ethnic minorities of Kurds,. Turcomans, Baluchis, Khuzisrani Arabs, and 
Azerbaijanis- Some of These groups are Shu while others are Sunni. I nie 
regional autonomy i.wirh provision for accommodating Suet differences where 
they can not be reconciled} is hardly possible in t he cm re ill ideological one-party 
state, consisting of the Islamic Republican Patty plus the clergy it is true this 
exists in theory in the '’federal” Soviet Union with its com pa table Russbsn- 
S|jL'al(ing majority ant !t,v onwliturnr sufianrc lirigusStic etiinsL republics, Stune 
with a religious differentiation as well, but the degree of voluntary acceptance 
of this dispensation is probably minimal not merely in Muslim Central Asia and 
che Caucasus buT also in such European federated ‘'republic*" as the Ukraine 
.md the Halts v states an, I me rely wasting fur «imi: weak cm nq m rhe Soviet Lcn 
tec. Similarly a Ronapaitist outcome ro events in Iran is likely to attempt to 
smother by force this central-regional question besides failing on questions of 
jfrjrtufnindersTfliidLng and on succession provisions. Manors have reached a 
stage where a negotiated settlement uf Iran s internal problems is nearly impos¬ 
sible as between the different oprions ihot have been considered. The essential 
deciding factor between options is likely ro continue to be force. In Iran dhe 
intrusion of economic imperatives can nor be ignored Or derided any mtrrr rhan 
thswhrn!. Th**'** are- matters ira which the ISP anti clergy nave jrei to demon¬ 
strate adequate LOmpLtLnee. Nor have they dealt effectively with The require¬ 
ments for creative science and technology and its necessary intellectual milieu. 

Fourth, in Pakistan, ths; sultan-ulamB (rufec-clcrgyl equation ot the hue clas¬ 
sical period h i', been in a sense resurrected in tlie relations between the Presi¬ 
dent and a revived traditionalism, with its oligarchic clergy.'I V need fur basic 
tjsikaii heforr The rule of w.iri.ih car, in facT pieva.il riiocv, the question ol tlic 
prime role of the community in Pakistan in sanctioning rhe results of such off 
U 1 and generally in restoring the reformist (aligarh) spirit and the Oi^L-tivcs 
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Resolution of 1:949. Recognition of rh-r need for n renewed rmvrmenr from n 
oligarch)' pi i democracy is already tlr-eie, however weak she deg ret of ottcial 
recognition of this need may he at the moment. Such a Jeinoctmic e-ntistitu 
cional structure offers the best hope uf linding at long last a legitimate form of 
succession, something th.it cannot be said of the manner in which real executive 
power has moved Iron! one individual to another t in l-. the assuvsiiLat ion m the 
first Priun: Minister. L.iuqal All Khan in 1951. A major impediment ri deviling 
this cim-.titutional structure has heen tike failure In rL'fiirir.Lr L-iinrjl a-io 
regional requirements within .1 VLiblc federal 

In Pakistan-, the H-onomu; issues are snll Linde rr.m-J, particularly rhe quest O 

of economic insure, I he current tir,iditinn.il type of economic |sl ,1 m iv-.iui n m lei¬ 
sures may, in chtsrespect,provecounter-prodnaiee. I he probable failure--I the 
cui-renr za&at scheme to- allet Lire poeerry, ignorance and disease in a construe 
rive :nj:iner is one i I lustration. The learned discussions oil r.-fi.? and ,L tlie curve 

ui irlierest' 7 may cause anger rather than plca&UK .is- till: ''experts -J.r.iss Joijhrliil 
dislinetions 'lii/twccn '"iriteruSt’' and '~guUranleed prulils, ' rte. while Liirrmy a 
blind eve to the unmistakable usury pcrpetniti'd on thi ill iti'mie arid rhi poor 
by food£hnris (lie- ’'drvourers of mnrt"), I hese oHk \illv regi sirred money lend¬ 
ers under rhe Moneylenders Act are permitted i« lend .tr nor nin-re rt : ,n> .sne per 
cenr below the Store Emit rate In fact they are Mafia-like individuals who 
charge interest as h.gii -.is t>£- percent pei anruini collected ruthlessly m u' -iitl 
installments arid rcluSr Lo accept repayment id the -..i iaLip.il vjua itidtrnittlr. 
Their tact its include intimidation and fiuCC. I he existence ill a partly Ircr press 
brings rlii'si 1 sncial injustices ro gi'tii't.il .itrenrion bin mu pip-nfir |inmci|ja1i >n 
in government and n parliamenr alone seem cipob e of hringing accountability 
into action, Tit esc matters illustrate another weak nos of .1 n"n-dvni>>c r ,nis\ ■ = 1 ■- 
garchic system, 

Beyond this, in assessing the pjospects foe the Islamic resurgence m the pol¬ 
itics 01 [lie Muslim world ill ere are the grcal ml know u f.LLtorv i' s.iss mat ions, 
Coups d'Ctat, rivnlutions ansi loijhI er- re volet- ■ ms, the emergence or Jeil.'i :■ a 
ibariKniati:- trader, urirt-sT from unexpected i it midfresE|iii,sred quarters, the 

pressure of external events—which can ki-ave profound effects on- current 
Islamic resurgence, eiiher hastening the process or postponiiig ii to another age 

finally, there are The evei-presern possibilities of other Muslim states enter¬ 
ing into [lie mamsLie Uni of Islamic resur^uner at I he level of power, w ilh ftevi 
appruackes nr strengthening one or iicher of the trends we have endeavored 
tn- JcstTihr. It could he S-ud.in or in West Africa, North Africa nr !>outhe:mi 
Asia. Afghanistan will hr a factor to reckon wirh after it has passed through 
its present tribulations. Two stores in particular requite mention; Hgypt and 
Turkey. 
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The rich religious and inrellecruaJ traditions-of Egypt have exerted jin infbi- 

L 1 LLC I LI.i CCllI LI! i Cs. It had long been, more chan in).- OLlitr Arab country, The 

fountain head of The intellectual activity of the Arabic-speaking Muslim wares 
3c is lIL~ site ol Lite oldest extant Islamic: ulama university, of al Axfur. > hus its 
niudcrri arid clerical Islamic intellectual activity is prolific and Tirh. Al-Azhar 
itself, which produced I he great Tc lurmer Muhina mod Ahdrh id. I }, has been 
pii|:healiy qui.si.ci it and ouewa relly under i/JlVetive govern mental supervision. 
: Jurijii' tin: last Few tlrrades (the t'xrreim* phase pf Arabism) the dialogue 
between tinditional nod mixi-ernisr Muslim approaches hrok-e off t» he replaced 
by vinlenrr and coTinrer-violctice, The hrrik in dialogue, however, may not be 
irreparable and the confrontation methods may diminish and rind more con¬ 
structive outlets, The consequent results for general Islamic thought and piae- 
tice may be far-reaching, particularly in ocher Arab states initially. 

The other significant country outside the nnain-stteam at present is Turkey. Ll 
possesses a persisting tradition of constitutional development, free elections, the 
rule nJ law, a ii independent judiciary, a free pi css and Lhe right of freedom of 
association, notwithstanding its bouts of military iuIl. These have hunt largely 
brought Oil by the extra'legil and terrorist activities Cil its extremist fringes of 
Tight ami Ll: ft. t>f n«t)-tnid]t]»nnl Islamic gruups and groups professing ;l highly 
niiric-n.-.li.-iric Form ot , ijt!s ice & ns In reaction- Hie COnsririitinn+il framework inns 
so fa? hpen sternly secular hut then' arc signs that the .strongly mid majority 
Kemnlwt center (with its primary support amongst the aimed forces, the admin¬ 
istration and the large urban popuhtionf consider that the Muslim Middle Fjwt 
and Muslim world generally must play an increasing role in foreign and com¬ 
mercial relations- Disenchantment with the mores- of the contemporary West 
(also provoked by the more uncouth tourists and the experiences of Turkish 
workers in western Eluropel have also had their impact on a changing Turkish 
outlook There is recognition of an increasing role for Islamic values in social 
and public life t hus Kemalisim, seeking sanction from the spirir and not letter 
of Atattuk's philosophy and from his pragmatic approach, may well recall rfie 
basic- nature or Turkish laicism—namely, a continuing strong aversion to any 
clerical entry into politics. This however is nor really incompatible with the 
possibility that a stage may come, through the democratic process, when Turk¬ 
ish kfpsiaiivc adivity seeks assistance I rum Lhe sttarieh and rite universal 
aspects uf Islamic principles, uviderstuod :ri OuaitLsiifjOrOry LeiTViS. Watii the 
cle'yy.y lyaa elt yij.'y confined to th« mosques and tft matters of personal devotion, 
and the new rheological group being produce.-, of the keiruilist and poa! Kci'n - 
alist imam*h(it(p schools. It would seem fhar rbr rig.itI, tmdiliui'ialiy Liaiiud 
ulam,T establishment of the past is probably well beyond artificial respir at ion 
rvcT, by some extremist ttaditionalisr groupr 
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Such signs of movement in E'utkey may welt he influenced by success m 
devising r modern Mamie political order elsewhere, above all in Pakistan as it 
teenvers rl r Outlook -;>l Its founder. M. All |mnnh and its *I‘K .irh moitiennini, 
Thereafter use interaction between iu two sums may prow hiphk user 
The first Pakistani influence may be in its siicces-dul employment of basic tjh- 
kmi. The corresponding Turkish influence may he with regard to the elrigy and 
the curricula of the ima™ hatip schools \chools fur the tr-uning of pr.m'r-lejd 
i*tk nnd preach end. 

S-ulIi developments and mutual influences may friiv. heewren other Muslim 
states, transcending perhaps the sectarian obstacles of the pa*i. I Iu- p. wsibiliin s 
for a -1 overall Muslim world failure or individual stare failure in an Islamie 
resurgence etcisT and some of The conceivable causes for this hast- Ken indicated 
earlier. On the other hand,. rhr prospects for ■ successful outcome of the search 
for an Islamic political order sre equally present. li is trim' ih.it rhe kl.nmi.- n ,u 

genet today may prove to lie .111 an.iiiircnr-l and li 1;I■ rtun.it e false iwn *i;i. 
CL|ujlly, the current Islamic resurgence may prove in be the bepnn 1 , 
inspiring and henehcial chaptci in the history of humanity in this closely inter 
dependent world, 
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The sim; and l... ::.lm expanse gj M il _V1 uslim world iiuM iik i i t. : r>\ r.•::<■■ ;i 
world econom ie pbwET whine pn! lie; I khihilily .s of incrcrainE importance Id 
I Ha Western world brn’emudean imderMnndirytoFevcEits mine Muslim fco/ld a 
erilieai concern. This collection of both primary and secondary sources pro¬ 
vides IliiLOiLtal ailL ideological pejjjiCCtive on tfet cn.rrei;,L revival i»l I■-!a 
mrjveinL]il also relumed no us ItatiirjjpnL Islam,. Mihlnm Islam, and Islamic 
I'lLrwLainentrili.im. The Lentritulon inclndinji Muslim political ndiviift M 
well ns brrtli Muslim and non-Musi 1 m scholars of history, religion, and political 
science— proflie and analyze such jnajot figures as Sayyid Qui h. Mawlana 
MavrduLi, Ayu.LU.ati KhdOieinL, acid Vluairirnar Qud.dati grid hMIui Mil mjjl.lt 
direct islulm U)nim1u'ni[Mirary Muslim tcIIlliioim on :in nature and agenda of a 
rcsiirReai IMpm and iSs implication* for political, social, ar^d ecwioraLc 
development. 

Part i of the book. Undttgtit\dia$ hiamie identity, provides general 
background lnfunriaLu'HL un Isliirne hixLOry and Lidajni place n the Arab 
world- Pari II I'iona-r:; nj ih/' Idpmir fit.vwjp: iippc. i _ icn:1 1 l i: sj"■ l hg ihi ii riLS and 
pemonnlilies of sis of [slum’s mosl influoiliBJ ftsures In Pnn [][. Muslim 
Perspeatwi on a Reswt\erti Islam, ihe comribindrs present comemporpry 
Muslim statements on resurgent Islam, providing arare opportunity fen West¬ 
erners 1o see lMl VI uslicn uleOlugLiei ;ti they .i££ I heniHrlvc v 
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